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PREFACE. 


"  JiMis  Fisit,  Jt.,  is  deail.  The  record  of  his  life  in 
dosed.  Judecd  by  a  worldly  standard,  whether  he  was 
a  good  man  or  a  bad  man,  will  appear  by  striking  a 
balance  of  the  acts  of  his  life.  That  he  did  both  good 
and  bad  none  will  question— and  of  whom  can  it  be 
said  that  all  his  acts  were  good?  If  the  good  over- 
balances the  bad,  then  the  public  verdict  must  be  in 
his  favor ;  otherwise,  not. 

Certainly,  he  was  an  extraordinary  man.  He  aecora- 
plished  more  work,  and  made  a  greater  stir  in  social 
and  commercial  circles  in  the  short  life  he  lived,  than 
it  is  possible  for  most  other  men  to  do,  though  they 
live  to  twice  his  age.  Thirty  years  ago  he  was  a 
sprightly  village  boy,  twelve  years  ago  he  was  a 
country  peddler;  five  years  ago  ho  was  a  banker  in 
New  York  ;  a  millionnaire  in  "Wall  street ;  and  soon 
thereafter  he  became  the  master  of  a  great  railroad 
corporation;  the  owner  of  two  lines  of  magnificent 
sound  and  coast  steamers,  and  the  terror  of  Wall  stnjet 
iinanciers  — all  this  — and  assassinated  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  Here,  then,  is  a  problem 
worthy  of  study  with  a  vieiv  to  a  correct  solution. 
Let  no  man  praise  or  condemn  without  due  delibera- 
tion, and  with  all  the  facts  before  him. 
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To  gain  a  proper  insight  into  the  character  of  this  man, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  understand  the  scope  of  the  great 
enterprises  he  w^  engaged  in,  and  aleo  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  husi- 
ness,  A  sketch  of  the  railroad  and  steamboat  lines,  of  the 
theatrical  establishments,  and  stock  and  gold  specula- 
tions in  which  Fisk  was  interested,  are,  therefore,  set 
forth,  as  well  as  brief  biographies  of  the  noted  characters 
involved  in  those  operations,  together  with  the  men 
who  aided,  and  those  who  confronted  him  in  his  most 
daring  feats  in  financial  and  corporation  achievements. 

All  of  the  most  striking  and  characteristic  episodes 
in  this  versatile  life  were  indigenous  to  Jfew  York ; 
they  could  not  have  been  enacted  elsewhere.  They  were 
the  natural  products  of  metropolitan  social  life  and 
business  tricks.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  exhibit 
to  the  reader  some  of  the  scenes  and  incidents  of  ITew 
York  life,  drawing  both  the  "  lights  and  shadows "  of 
the  pictures  of  that  real  life,  which  is  ever  more  varied, 
and  stranger  even  than  fiction.  This  includes  names 
great  in  finance,  great  in  corporation  management,  great 
in  politics,  great  in  fraud,  great  in  robheiy,  great  in 
crime  of  the  darkest  hue ;  all  of  these  were  made  to 
dance  attendance  to  the  presence  of  this  man  of  mar- 
velous power,  whose  life  they  moulded,  magnified  and 
destroyed. 


New  York,  January  16,  1S73. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


JAMES  FISK,  Ja., * 

FISK  HOTEL,  BRATTLEEORO 1* 

VILLAGE  SCHOOL, 19 

WAITER  BOY W 

BEGINNING  BUSINESS ^ 

A  SHOWMAN,    ,       .              ^ 

A  DRY  GOODS  CLERK,    ' » 

JAMES  FISK,  Jr.,  AS  A  PEDDLER ST 

STOCK  EXCHANGE.  NEW  YORK, « 

REUEF  TO  CHICAGO,           " 

STEAMER   BRISTOL, ^ .        .        .        .  69 

AT  LONG  BRANCH, W 

CHARITY  TO  ALL li» 

BLACK  FRIDAY, »15 

GOLD  DEALERS  ON  BLACKFEIDAY ■■      ...  133 

WITH  U.  S.  GRANT 143 

TREASURY  BUILDING,  WALL  STREET US 

MAYOR  HALL IW 

WILLIAM   M.  TWEED !" 

THE  CORRUPT  JUDICIARY Ml 

DANIEL  DREW MB 

CORNELIUS  VANDERBILT, 25T 

GRAND  CENTRAL  DEPOT, 29) 

JAY  GOULD, ■    .       .  ffl»7 

PETER  B.  SWEENEY 303 

(7| 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


RICHARD  B.  CONNOLLY,  .       .       , 

GRAND   OPERA  HOUSE,     .       .       .       . 
HELEN  JOSEPHINE  MANSFIELD, 

THE   INTRODUCTION 

HER  FIRST  VISiT, 

MANSFIELD   RESIDENCE,         .       . 
GRAND  CENTRAL  HOTEL,       .       .       . 
STOKES  WAITING  FOR  HIS  VICTIM, 
THE  ASSASSINATION,        .       .       .       . 
DIAGRAM— SCENE  OF  SHOOTING, 
FISK  CARRIED  TO  HIS  ROOM,      . 

DEATH  CHAMBER, 

LAST  TRIBUTE, 

HORSE  AND  GROOM,         .       .       .        . 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  IJRAITLEGORO,    . 
THE  GRAVE  AT  BRATTLEBORO^ 
ADVISING    BRATTLEBORO    BOYS, 

THE  OLD  HOSTLER, 

IN  CENTRAL  PARK 

EDWARD  S.  STOKES,  ,       .       .        . 

ARREST  OF  THE  ASSASSIN,    , 

THE  TOMBS 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

HIS    YOUTH    AND    EDUCATION. 

Unparallelei)  Achievements— Matchleea  exploits— The  youth  of  the 
actor— A.  Green  Mountain  Boy— A  country  peddler— Enter- 
prising and  honest  in  dealing— Did  an  estensiye  business,  and 
bore  a  good  name 

CHAPTER  II. 

FISK   A3    A    EOSTOK    CLERK.    AND    MERCHANT. 

Hia  AdTcnt  in  Boston— Becomes  a  clerk  in  a  large  Dry  Goodfl 
House  and  fails— Demands  a  new  trial  and  succeeds— Is 
admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  great  Arm- Government 
Contracts— Profitable  operations- Bold  enterprises— Amasses 
Tfealth— Atlempti  lo  set  up  for  himself  and  fails, 


FISK    IN    NEW    YORK. 

James  Fisk  goes  to  New  York— Gravitates  to  Wall  street-He  seeks 
adventures— Finds  what  he  was  hunting  for— He  "is  broke" 
—Resolves  on  revenge  and  gets  it— Invests  in  a  patent— Makes 
a  raise— Meets  Daniel  Drew— Makes  another  raise- Appears 
mWall  street— Becomes  a  pupil  to  Drew- Outdoes  his  instruc- 
tor—Is  a  man  of  wealth  and  power, 

(9) 


H„i,=  b,Google 


lU  CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  lY. 

"prince    ERIE." 

Fisk  aa  a  railway  director— The  Erie  Railway  under  new  manage- 
ment—New  combinations— Exeunt  Drew  and  Eld  ridge— Enter 
Tweed  and  Sweeney— A  batch  of  law  suits— Fisk  on  the  wit^ 
ness  stand — Testimony  estraordinary — Amusing  account  of 
"tricks  that  are  Tain  "^Hauda  joined  all  around — "Log  Roll- 
ing" at  Albany— The  ciassiflcation  1)111— Erie  captnred  and 
bagged— Frauds— New  York  Society— How   young  men   are 

CHAPTER  V. 

ADMIRAL  OF  THE  SOUND  FLEET. 

Fisk  as  admiral— Tbe  sound  steamers— The  Narraganaet  line— Tiie 
twin  steamers,  Providence  and  Bristol— The  outfit  of  Fisk's 
boats — Superb  Saloons— Costly  furniture— Rich  decorations- 
Bands  of  music— Distingu  is  lied  travellers  entertained— Presi- 
dent Grant  going  to  the  Peace  Jubilee— Preparing  for  the  gold 
corner— The  Plymouth  Rock— Long  Branch— The  ferry  boats 
"James  Fisk,  Jr.,"  and  "Jay  Gould," ( 

CHAPTER  VI. 

FISK    AS    A    MILITARY    MAN — COL.    FIsK. 

The  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  War- A  battle  of  words— 
A  battle  of  injunctions— A  battle  of  shellalaUi,  atones,  oaths 
and  pistols— Fisk  in  Albany— Scenes  that  are  rare— Fisk  ar- 
rested— Erie  defeated— The  corrnpt  courts  of  New  Tork^ 
The  villany  of  New  York  judges— Writs,  decrees  and  judg- 
ments  bought  and  sold  in  "Wall  street— The  downfall  of  rascality 
—Flak  is  chosen  Colonel  of  the  Ninth  Regiment— Great  sensa- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


CONTENTS.  1 

tion — The  condition  of  the  Eegiment — How  Col.  Fisk  brought 
it  out— Dress  parades— " Camp  Gould"  Long  Branch — Trip 
lo  Boston— ^The  alarm  of  the  City  Fathers — Fisk  not  allowed 
to  Bay  his  prayera  on  Boston  Commons  on  Sunday — He  wor- 
ships ia  the  theatre — The  Orangemen's  parade — The  Riot — 
The  gallant  Ninth  in  action— The  mishap  to  the  Colonel — 
Killed,  wounded  and  missing, , 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE    GOLD    RING. 

Tlie  great  "corner  in  gold  "—How  Fisk  made  "Wall  street  pay," 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


WHAT    FISK    SAID    OF    THE    GOLD    CONSPIRACY. 


The  inTCStigation  before  the  Committee  of  Congress — Flak's  lesti- 


CHAPTER  IX. 


REPORT   OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    CONGRESS. 


The  operations  of  the  gold  ring — The  full  report  of  t 

on  banking  and  currency — Feasting  President  Grant  to  lesrn 
hia  policy — A  troublesome  brother-in-law — The  Pool — A  pliant 
tool — A  game  of  bluff— Men  of  show — Assault  on  the  conspira- 
tors— Tremendous  crash — Total  rout, 1 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


12  -CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  X. 

TAMMANY    FRAUDS — MILLIONS    STOLEN. 

Party  poli  tics— OfQceholders'  Ring— Robbery  of  Tax-Payers— Politi- 
cal Jobs— The  Wew  Court  House  Job— The  Armory  Job— Mil- 
lions of  dollars  Btolen  by  the  Tammany  tbievea— The  Treasury 
of  Hew  Yorfc  plundered- How  It  was  done— Who  got  the 
money — The  discovery— The  exposure — Power  of  the  News- 
paper Press— Power  of  the  People— Great  Meeting  of  "  Cooper 
Union"  Hall— The  Crash- The  Doom  of  the  Felon  set  on 
Millionnaires^Punishment  of  the  Villains— Downfall  of  Tam- 
many—Overthrow of  the  Corrupt  Judiciary — Triumph  of  the 
People, 1 

CHAPTER  XL 


Daniel  Drew,  the  leader  of  the  Bear  Clique — The  magnate  of  Erie — 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  the  leader  of  the  Bull  Clique — The  king 
of  railroad  managers  and  manipulator  general — Jay  Gould, 
Fisk'a  "bosom  friend"  and  business  partner — President  of 
Brie— William  M,  Tweed— "Boss"  of  the  Tammany  Ring— 
The  moat  powerful  leader  among  the  robbers  who  plundered 
the  tax  payers- Peter  B.  Sweeny,  The  Brain  of  Tammany 
—Major  Hall— Richard  B.  Connolly,  Comptroller  of  Finance,  .  366 

CHAPTER  XII. 

NEW    YORK    LIFE PEN    SKETCHES, 

Fist  as  a  Showman  — How  he  amused  New  York— Managing 
Theatres — Four  Establishments  at  once — Social  Life  in  New 
York — Free  Love  —  Free  Lust — Woman's  Rights  —  Social 
Crimes— The  Fruits  of  False  Teachings— The  Wages  of  Sin- 
Death,  312 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


CONTENTS.  1- 

CHAPTEE.  XIIL 

HELEN    J03EPHIKE    MANSFIELD. 

Biographical  eketcU  of  "  Fisk'SWomaQ  "—Who  she  in— Where  she 
come  from— Her  early  life— Edacation—Training— Associates 
—From  Eoslon  to  San  Francisco — Marriage  in  California- 
Divorce  in  New  York— Introduction  to  Fialc— Fares  sumptu- 
ously eyery  day— Her  liome  iu  Twenty-third  street — Who 
went  there — How  slie  entertained  Fisk's  company — The  pre- 
sentation of  Edward  S.  Stolies— Tliat  CorreBpondence— The 
Result- The  fruits  of  sin— Quarre!  among  the  debauchees- 
Jealousy — Rejection— ^Eeveuge— Death, 81 

CHAPTER  XIT. 

THE    ASSASSINA-TION.. 

Flak,  Mansfield  and  Stokes- Wilful  assassination— Jealoosy-Feud 
—Revenge— Death— Fisk  sliot  on  the  slairway  of  the  Qraad 
Central  Hotel — Full  description  of  tlie  affair — Tte  wounded  man 
taken  to  a  room — The  assassin  arrested — The  scenes  at  the 
hotel- The  scene  in  the  death  chamber— The  Will— A  night  of 
agony — Tiie  dying  man's  statement — Public  feeling — Mra. 
Flsk  arrives  from  Boston— The  last  momenta — The  Death- 
Viewhig  the  body — Removal  of  the  body, 3 

CHAPTER  XT. 

TH£    LAST    OF    FISK. 

Obsequies— The  body  lying  in  state,  in  the  Grand  Opera  Hoose— 
Tlie  procession  toltedepot— The  Funeral  at  Brattleboro,         .  4 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


CONT  BNTS. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

CHARACTERISTIC   INCIDENTS 

How  te  liveil — His  generosity— His  theory  of  life — Business  quali- 
fications— His  liberality — Anecdotes — Money  for  Pleasure — 
Erattleboro  lucidents  —  Old  hostler  —  Boys -— Tumble-down 
Row, 4 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

EDWARD    S.    STOKES, 

Biographical  Sketch  of  the  assassin — Who  he  was — Horn  h 
Hia  quarrel — His  crime — In  prison,    .... 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

WHAT    FOLLOWED. 

le  fall  of  the  "Erie  Ring"— The  rescue  of  "Erie"— Gould 
driven  from  the  management — Lively  scene  in  the  Grand  Opera 
House — General  Dix  president — Gould  "  served  " — The  bivouac 
— The  Burrender — Tlio  end,        .       .        .  ■     .       .        .        .4 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


H„i,=  b,Google 


H„i,=  b,Google 


THE  LIFE  OF  JAMES  FISK,  Jr. 


CHAPTER  L 

niS  YOUTH    AND  EDUCATION". 

Unparalleled  AcliievenientB— Matolileas  Eiploita— The  Youth  of  tlio 
Actor— A  Green  Mountain  Boy— A  Country  Peildli;r— Enterpri- 
wng  and  Honeat  id  Dealing— Did  an  Extensive  Business,  and 
Bore  e  Good  Nama 


On  Sunday  January  7th,  1872,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  closed  the  life  of  a  man  whose  exploits 
are  unequalled.  James  FJsk,  Jr.,  came  to  New 
York  in  the  end  of  the  year  1864,  a  young  man 
and  a  stranger;  he  went  into  Wall  Street  without 
experience  in,  or  knowledge  of  the  dark  ways  and 
vain  tricks  of  that  indescribable  intermixture  of  all- 
manner-of-men,  that  constitute  the  "Gold  Board" 
and  "Stock  Exchange."  He  grappled  at  close 
quarters  and  in  hot  conflict  with  men  and  with 
combinations  of  men,  who  controlled  unmeasured 
capital,''and  who  had,  during  many  years,  ruled  the 
money  market  of  the  Metropolis  almost  at  will ;  in 
the  mightiest  contests  on  tiiat  financial  field,  thia 
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18  LIFE   OF   JAMES   FISK,   JR. 

New  England  youth  overmatched  the  greatest  and 
all  of  them.  In  the  short  period  of  three  years,  he 
was  master  of  the  situation.  He  owned  great  lines 
of  steamers;  he  controlled  one  of  the  principal  rail- 
roads, connecting  the  Metropolis  with  the  West ;  he 
ruled  Wall  Street  with  imperious  sway;  he  dictated 
the  decrees  of  the  courts  of  New  York,  so  far,  that, 
at  his  bidding,  men  were  restrained  by  judicial  writs 
from  doing  what  he  wished  to  have  left  undone,  oi 
were  compelled  to  do  what  he  wished  to  have 
done ;  at  his-  command  men  were  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned; "Railroad  Rings"  and  "Monied  Princes," 
who,  before  his  advent,  were  great  men  in  New 
York,  dwindled  into  nothingness  beneath  the  ex- 
ploits of  this  matchless  adventurer. 

Here  is  an  exhibit  of  power,  of  personal  force, 
deep  insight,  boldness  of  execution,  fearlessness  of 
action,  such  as  the  world  rarely  witnesses.  The 
man,  who,  amidst  such  surroundings,  in  the  presence 
of  such  competitors  and  in  the  face  of  such  opposi- 
tion as  are  presented  in  New  York,  accomplished 
the  results  that  make  the  name  of  Fisk  historic, 
must  have  possessed  extraordinary  endowments.  His 
life  was  like  the  sweep  of  a  fiery  meteor,  or  a  great 
comet,  appearing  suddenly  in  the  sphere  of  the  ter- 
restrial atmosphere,  plunging  with  terrific  velocity 
and  dazzling  brilliancy  across  the  horizon,  whirling  ' 
into  its  blazing  train  broken  fortunes,  raving  finan- 
ciers, reckless  speculators,  corporations,  magnates 
and  public  officers,  municipal,  state  and  national, 
civil  and  military,  judges,  priests  and  presidents. 
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HIS   YOUTH  AND   EDUCATION.  21 

Whence  came  this  man  ?  What  were  his  atten- 
dants ?  What  his  education  1  By  what  manner  of 
early  training  was  he  prepared  for  such  a  struggle  ? 

James  Fisk  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  a 
town  of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  father  was  a 
peddler,  traveling  through  the  Green  Mountain 
Country,  selling  all  manner  of  notions,  from  a  silk 
dress  to  a  darning  needle.  Soon  after  the  birth  of 
James,  tbe  family  moved  to  Brattleboro,  and  here, 
in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  picturesque  portions 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  the  child  grew  and 
was  educated.  The  village  school  supplied  the 
learning  necessary  to  prepare  the  lad  for  the  battle 
of  life,  that  he  was  destined  to  fight. 

James  was  a  bright  boy  at  school,  a  general  favor- 
ite  in  the  village,  with  so  much  humor  in  his  nature 
as  to  make  his  presence  indispensable  in  the  jovial 
evening  parties  at  the  Fisk  Hotel  of  Brattleboro'. 
During  a  short  time  he  was  employed  as  a  waiter- 
boy  at  the  hotel,  but  that  was  not  the  sort  of  life 
he  was  destined  to  lead.  A  wider  and  more  varied 
sphere  awaited  him.  He  was  to  act  a  more  conspicu- 
ous part  than  that  which  falls  to  a  country  tavern 
keeper.  His  father  was  a  man  of  note;  plain,  un- 
pretending, successful  in  business,  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  sonthern  counties  of  Ver- 
mont 

At  a  very  early  period  in  his  life,  James  persua- 
ded his  father  to  permit  him  to  accompany  him  in 
his  journeying  through  the  country  as  a  peddler. 
In  these  tours  the  boy  was  not  an  idle  or  passive 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


22  LIFE  OF  JAMES  FISE,  JS. 

companion ;  he  closdly  noted  the  operations  of  his 
father,  witnessed  his  efforts  to  dispose  of  his  goods, 
as  he  drove  his  wagon  from  house  to  house,  and 
from  village  to  village,  and  thus  early  gained  an 
insight  into  the  business.  After  having  made  a  few 
trips  of  this  sort,  which  were  as  so  many  lessons  in 
the  school  of  traffic,  he  asked  and  obtained  permis- 
sion of  his  father  to  make  short  trips  alone.  In 
these  first  efforts,  the  junior  peddler  was  very  success- 
ful, and  soon  convinced  the  father  that  he  was  a 
very  useful  assistant.  The  growing  success  of  the 
young  man  finally  led  to  a  partnership  between 
father  and  son.  The  business  increased,  and  the 
profits  soon  enhanced  so  rapidly,  that  James  inspi- 
rated  by  the  extent  and  profitableness  of  their 
transactions,  was  anxious  to  launch  out  in  more 
extended  efforts.  He  proposed  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  wagons,  and  to  employ  men  to  drive  them,  and 
thus  organize  the  business  into  a  system  of  whole- 
sale and  retail  dry  good  and  notion  trade.  To  this 
the  father  objected.  The  son  then  proposed  to  buy 
out  his  father's  interest  in  the  co-partnership,  and 
conduct  the  business  himself,  in  his  own  way. 
Terms  were  at  once  agreed  upon.  The  firm  of  Fisk 
&  Son  disappeared,  and  the  name  of  James  Fisk,  Jr., 
in  gaudy  and  showy  letters,  was  painted  on  the 
panels  of  the  wagons. 

Several  new  and  more  elaborately  constructed 
wagons  were  now  made  to  order.  The  best  and 
most  spirited  horses  v^ere  procured,  brilliantly 
mounted  harnesses  were  provided,  men  were    em- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


H„i,=  b,Google 


H„i,=  b,Google 


HIS   YOUTH   AND   EDUCATION.  25 

ployed,  and  business  was  organized  on  a  scale  of 
grandeur  that  astonished  the  plain  people  of  Brattle- 
boio,  who  had  known  James  only  as  the  son  of  the 
father,  an  unassuming,  quiet  sort  of  man. 

When  all  these  preparations  were  complete,  a 
larger  stock  of  goods,  purchased  from  the  house  of 
Jordan,  Marsh,  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  arrived  at  Brattle- 
boro.  The  wagons  and  gaily  caparisoned  teams 
were  drawn  up  at  the  warehouse  to  receive  supplies. 
Two  very  imposing  establishments,  larger  and  more 
conspicuous  than  the  rest,  were  commanded  by 
father  and  son — the  former  now  an  employee  of 
the  latter.  James  Fisk  had  already  marked  out  a 
map  of  the  routes  the  several  wagons  were  to  take ; 
the  distances  they  should  proceed  during  the  first 
week,  and  the  place  of  rendezvous,  at  which  all 
should  meet  on  Saturday.  Each  employee  was  re- 
quired to  give,  at  the  end  of  every  week  aa  account 
of  the  business  done,  goods  sold,  and  goods  on 
hand,  together  with  a  requisition  for  new  goods  re- 
quired. By  this  plan  of  organized  labor  the  sales 
were  largely  increased,  and  Fisk  became  a  merchant 
of  no  mean  standing.  He  always  drove  fine  horses, 
in  a  dashing  style,  and  at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  giv- 
ing an  air  of  dash  and  boldness  to  his  surroundings, 
that  made  his  appearance  in  any  village  of  his 
native  State,  an  event  long  to  be  remembered  by 
the  young  people,  and  a  topic  for  conversation  with 
the  ambitious  boys  of  the  Green  Mountain  region. 

Notwithstanding  his  dash,  enterprise,  and  pros- 
perity, Fisk  always  bore  a  fair  name  in  his  native 
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town ;  among  his  neighbors,  his  character  was  that 
of  a  sharp,  but  honest  dealer.  He  might  drive 
close  bargains,  but  was  prompt  in  meeting  his  en- 
gagements. During  the  whole  of  his  eventful  life, 
the  home  of  his  childhood,  and  the  scenes  of  his 
early  life  never  lost  that  delightful  charm,  which 
men  so  frequently  throw  around  the  places  of  their 
nativity,  and  he  was  always  a  most  welcome  visitor 
at  Urattleboro. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

FISK     AS     A     BOSTON      CLERK     AND     MERCHANT. 

His  Advent  in  Boston— Beoomea  a  Clerk  in  a  Large  Dry  Goods 
House  and  Fails— Demands  a  New  Trial  and  Succeeds-Is  ad- 
mitted to  a  Partnership  in  the  Groat  Firm- Government  Contracts 
—Profitable  Operatious— Bold  Enterprises— Ainassea  WealUi— 
Attempts  to  set  up  for  Himself  and  Fails. 

Tbe  extensive  trade  built  up  rapidly  in  Vermont 
by  Mr.  Fisk,  the  large  orders  for  goods  aud  his  oc- 
casional visits  to  the  house  of  the  Boston  firm,  from 
whom  he  purchased  his  goods,  brought  the  country 
customer  and  the  city  merchant  into  close  and 
agreeable  contact  with  each  other.  Finally,  the 
arm  of  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.  invited  Mr.  Fisk  to 
a  clerkstiip  In  its  house.  The  offer  was  accepted ; 
the  business  in  Vermont  was  wound  up  rapidly  and 
satisfactory,  and  the  country  peddler  was  merged  in 
the  city  clerk.  Fisk  soon  discovered  that  the  nar- 
row  limits  of  the  dry  goods  house  oppressed  him. 
He  had  roamed  over  Southern  Vermont  with  a 
freedom  and  dash  that  made  life  ever  fresh  and 
varied.  In  the  country  he  was  a  great  man — a 
proprietor — a  power — a  man  of  note.  In  the  city 
lie  was  an  obscure  clerk — a  servant — unknown  with- 
out standing  in  society.  The  change  of  situation 
was  keenly  felt,  and  produced  a  marked  effect  on 
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Fisk.  The  proprietors  also  discovered  that  they 
had  spoiled  a  good  peddler  and  made  a  poor  clerk. 
Mr.  Jordan,  finally,  after  a  trial  of  a  few  months, 
suggested  to  Fisk  that  he  had  better  go  back  to 
peddling.  Against  this  the  young  man  flatly  pro- 
tested, and  demanded  a  further  trial,  with  a  change 
of  duties.  The  metal  had  not  been  thoroughly 
tested,  but  it  was  not  the  nature  of  Fisk  to  ac- 
knowledge failure.  A  new  arrangement  was  agreed 
upon;  Fisk  was  permitted  to  devote  more  time  to 
outside  work  and  less  to  sales  from  the  counter. 

The  war  of  the  rebellion  was  at  this  time  in  pro- 
gres.s;  government  was  almost  daily  awarding  large 
contracts  to  manufacturers,  merchants  and  politi- 
cians, for  blankets,  tents,  clothing  in  cotton  and 
woollen,  boots,  shoes,  ammunition,  groceries  and 
odier  supplies  for  the  army  and  navy.  Here 
was  a  new  field  opened  that  gave  full  scope  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  restless  and  ambitious  salesman. 
Through  the  influence  of  a  Boston  lady  and  New 
England  Senator  he  secured  a  large  and  profitable 
contract  for  supplying  underclothing  to  the  army. 
The  acknowledged  respectability  of  the  house  he 
represented,  ensured  the  satisfactory  fulfilment  of 
any  contract  that  should  be  awarded.  It  was,  there- 
fore, comparatively  easy  to  draw  to  the  firm  a  very 
large  and  profitable  share  of  the  trade  with  the 
government. 

Fisk  was  so  eminently  successful  in  this  work 
that  the  business  of  the  house  was  rapidly  increased, 
and  the  profits  before  counted  by  hundreds,  were 
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now  returned  by  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars.  This 
fairly  earned  for  Mr.  Fisk  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  he  was  accordingly  admitted  a  member  of 
the  great  firm' of  Jordan  Marsh  &  Co. 

The  new  position  brought  new  duties  and  addi- 
tional enterprise.  Mr.  Fisk,  now  again  was  a  man  of 
note ;  a  "  Green  Mountain  Boy  "  only  a  few  years 
ago ;  a  lad  in  a  country  tavern ;  a  rollicking  peddler ; 
an  indifferent  clerk;  junior  partner  of  one  of 
New  England's  greatest  mercantile  houses. 

He  regarded  these  successive  steps,  acts  of  his 
own,  what  he  was  he  had  earned,  this  reflection 
stimulated  him  to  renewed  efforts  in  the  hope  of 
achieving  still  more.  He  had  already  observed 
that  the  materials  required  to  fill  the  contracts  he 
had  secured,  were  purchased  from  the  manufactur- 
ing establishments  in  Boston  and  other  New  Eng- 
land towns.  The  manufacturers  were  extending 
their  facilities  and  gave  unmistakable  signs  of  un- 
usual prosperity.  Fisk  concluded  that  his  firm 
might  to  advantage  use  their  large  surplus  capital 
in  manufacturing  operations,  and  thus  secure 
double  profits — namely,  those  of  the  manufacturer 
and  those  of  the  dealer.  He,  therefore,  proposed  to 
Mr.  Jordan  that  they  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
certain  staple  articles.  The  experiment  was  at  first 
entered  upon  in  a  limited  extent,  but  rapidly  ex- 
panded until  several  of  the  largest  establishments 
in  the  East  were  owned  and  managed  by  this  enter- 
prising firm. 

The  vigilance  of  Fisk  was  the  marvel  of  his  asso- 
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ciates.  He  anticipated  with  unerring  certainty  the 
fluctuations  of  the  markets,  and  the  new  supplies 
that  would  be  needed,  and  thus  frequently  achieved 
wonders  by  being  ready  at  the  precise  day  in  ad- 
vance of  all  competitors  with  some  new  articles  of 
merchandise,  and  with  a  needed  stock  of  what  was 
in  immediate  demand.  The  confidence  of  the  firm 
in  the  young  member  was  unbounded ;  he  would 
telegraph  instructions  from  any  part  of  the  country 
and  they  were  implicitly  obeyed.  In  this  manner 
he  at  one  time  telegraphed  from  New  York,  that 
the  firm  should  send  an  agent  to  purchase  a  factory 
which  had  the  monopoly  of  an  article  that  was 
coming  into  the  market.  This  was  his  first  attempt 
to  make  a  corner,  and  proved  to  be  entirely  success- 
ful, giving  his  house  the  control  of  a  very  profitable 
market. 

James  Fisk  was  not  only  a  far-seeing,  bold  opera- 
tor, in  mercantile  and  manufacturing  operations, 
but  his  quick  mind  seemed  able  to  grasp  instantly 
all  the  conditions,  and  the  entire  situation  in  any 
new  complication  or  event  that  might  arise. 

In  September,  1863,  the  news  of  the  great  battle 
of  Antietam  was  telegraphed  to  Boston.  The  peo- 
ple were  in  a  stale  of  unbounded  excitement  The 
brittle  closed  on  Wednesday,  but  it  was  not  until 
Saturday  that  full  newspaper  accounts  of  the  en- 
gagement and  report  of  the  terrible  destruction  of 
life  were  published.  On  Sunday  morning  Fisk 
sought  the  senior  member  of  his  firm,  and  proposed 
to  him  the  project  of  converting  the  churches  for 
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that  day  into  hospital  supply  depots,  and  the  con- 
gregations into  Samaritan  bands.  This  grand  idea 
was  instantly  acted  upon,  and  thus  within  a  few 
hours  the  Christian  people  of  Boston  were  perform- 
ing their  sacrifices  unto  God  by  deeds  of  charity  and 
works  of  love.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  girls  and 
boys,  everybody  were  scraping  lint,  tearing  bandages, 
collecting  jellies,  fruits,  wines  and  other  things  use- 
iul  to  the  wounded,  sick  and  dying  patriots  lying 
in  the  fields  and  houses  in  and  around  Sharpsburg. 
Tremont  Temple  was  made  the  grand  central  depot, 
to  which  all  the  stores  were  sent  to  be  packed  and 
shipped.  During  the  entire  day  Fisk  was  ubiquitous 
and  indefatigable.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
when  he  says  as  the  cars  laden  with  these  supplies 
collected  at  his  snggestiocj  moved  out  on  the  road, 
that  he  gave  utterance  to  his  feelings  of  just  pride 
at  the  achievements  of  the  city,  in  which  he  had 
already  become  a  respectable  and  influential  citizen. 
More  recently,  a  similar  evidence  was  given  of 
the  generous  impulses  of  tliis  man's  heart.  When 
the  news  of  the  conflagration  of  Chicago  reached  New 
York,  and  the  extent  of  the  privations,  sufferings 
■  and  destitution  of  a  large  portion  of  tlie  population 
of  the  destroyed  city  become  known,  Fisk  appeared 
in  Broadway  with  his  "  four-in-hand,"  and  called  on 
all  the  people  to  contribute  articles  of  domestic  use 
of  every  nature  for  the  suffering  people  of  Chicago, 
The  appeals  were  responded  to  with  unmeasured 
generosity,  and  very  soon  the  Erie  Railway  depot, 
of  which  Fisk  was  at  the  time  master,  presented  the 
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appearance  of  a  general  laarket  and  wareKousiai» 
establishment ;  car  load  after  car  load  of  goods  were 
shipped  over  Fisli's  road  without  charge;  and  thus 
among  the  first  to  administer  relief  to  the  terrified 
and  impoverished  citizens  of  the  burned  city  was  this 
erratic,  matchless  Green  Mountain  Boy  who,  amidst 
the  stir  and  glare  of  city  life,  the  dash  and  selfish- 
ness of  Wall  street  operations,  jtept  glowing  brightly 
in  his  heart  the  generous  impulses  inherited  and 
inhaled  from  the  surroundings  and  pure  air  of  hia 
childhood  home. 

After  a  short  and  brilliant  career  as  a  member  of 
tUe  house  of  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  Mr.  Fisk  was 
aWe  to  withdraw  with  a  capital  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  He  opened  a  dry  good  house 
of  has  own,  but  having  laid  in  his  stock  at  a  time 
when  fabrics  of  every  class  were  felling  in  price,  he 
very  soon  discovered  that  by  the  gradual  sinking  of 
the  market,  not  only  his  reasonable  profits  but  his 
original  capital  would  be  melted  away,  and  that  by 
this  process  he  would  inevitably  be  reduced  to 
iwverty.  He,  therefore,  towards  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1864,  resolved  to  close  out  his  business 
and  go  to  New  York,  hoping  there  to  find  a  raore- 
Kxtensive  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  peculiar  talents 
as  an  operator  in  outside  speculations.  The  war 
was  drawing  to  a  dose  and  the  control  of  govern- 
ment contracts  had  settled  into  permanent  channels, 
so  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  from  that 
source. 

During  the  war  Fisk  had  en^ged  in  the  purchase 
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of  cotton  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  by  a  system 
of  agencies  that  extended  into  all  of  the  cotton 
States,  he  developed  a  very  profitable  trade  for  the 
benefit  of  himself  and  those  with  whom  he  was 
engaged.  This  was  but  another  illustration  of  the 
quickness  and  keenness  of  the  foresight  of  tills  man. 
As  soon  as  it  was  announced  by  President  Lincoln, 
that  it  would  be  the  policy  of  his  administration  to 
deprive  the  Southern  Confederacy  of  as  much  cotton 
as  possible,  whether  by  capture  or  purchase,  Fisk 
instantly  saw,  that  here  was  an  opportunity  for  a 
grand  and  profitable  speculation.  Accordingly  he 
procured  the  necessary  permits  for  a  corps  of  agents 
to  p^s  the  lines  of  the  army,  and  then  despatched 
his  men  to  the  coast  of  the  cotton  States,  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  military  posts  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  wherever  cotton  could  be  de- 
livered from  the  Confederate  lines.  This  was  a  very 
lucrative  trade ;  it  also  gave  full  scope  to  the  adven- 
turous and  reckless  enterprise  of  this  man  of  pecu- 
liar genius.  His  efforts  were  rewarded  by  gains 
that  should  have  satisfied  even  a  prince. 

Before  leaving  Boston,  Fisk  had  married  an 
estimable  young  lady  of  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts, and  lived  in  good  style,  moving  in  respectable 
society.  Mrs.  Fisk  did  not  accompany  her  husband 
to  New  York,  but  continued  her  residence  in  Bos- 
ton, and  thus  it  was,  that  during  the  first  year  of 
Fisk's  operations  in  New  York,  he  maintained  his 
citizenship  in  Massachusetts.  He  supported  his 
family  in  fine  and  luxuriant  style,  and  settled  the 
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Boston  homestead  on  his  wife,  so  that  no  mishap  to 
him  would  deprive  her  of  a  home.  In  the  summer 
seasons  Mrs.  Fisk  occupied  a  villa  at  Newport,  and 
supported  a  fine  carriage  and  equipage  that  attracted 
almost  as  much  attention  as  her  husband's  jjrand 
establishmeats  at  Long  Branch. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

FISK  IN  NEW  YORK. 

James  Plslt  goes  to  Ntw  York— Gray italts  to  Wall  street— He 
seeks  adventures— Finite  what  he  was  hunting  for— He  "isbroSe" 
—Resolves  on  revenge  and  gets  S— InveBls  in  a  patent— Makes  ft- 
ralae— Mt'«ts  Diiniel  Drew— Makes  aaather  raise— Appears  in  W»ll 
Btreet— Becomes  a  pupil  to  Drew-Otttaoes  his  instioctor— Is  a  nuio 
of  wealth  and  power. 

Neae  the  end  of  the  year  1864,  James  Fisk,  Jr., 
opened  an  office  as  Broker,  on  Broad  street,  in  New 
York.  He  went  into  stock  operations  in  Wall 
street  with,  the  boMnesa  that  characterirad  all  his 
movements,  and  with  a  recklessness  that  must 
speedily  make  or  lose  fortunes.  Some  of  his  ven- 
tures were  successful,  more  of  them  were  disastrous. 
Within  a  few  months  after  he  had  entered  the 
arena  of  the  Brokers'  Board,  he  had  lost  all  the  eapi- 
tal  he  had  brought  from  Boston,  and  he  found  him- 
self without  means  to  maintain  himself  in  business. 
"  Wall  street  has  ruined  me  and  Wall  street  shall; 
pay  for  it,"  was  the  defiant  conclusion  which  he 
reached,  after  a  careful  and  serious  survey  of  his 
situation.  He  closed  his  office  and  returned  to 
Boston.  On  his  way  thither,  he  met  a  passenger  on 
the  train  who  had,  like  himself,  failed  and  was  return- 
ing home  disheartened  and  sad.  The  stranger  was 
the  owner  of  a  patent  right  which  he  knew  to  be 
(39) 
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very  valuable,  but  which  uo  one  else  wanted  to  pur- 
chase. Fisk  examined  the  contrivance,  which  was 
an  improvement  in  machinery  used  in  cotton  and 
woollen  factories  ;  he  induced  the  owner  to  accom- 
pany him  to  Boston  where  Fisk  found  a  purchaser 
for  the  patent,  reserving  an  interest  for  himself. 
From  this  operation  he  gained  a  new  start ;  he  real- 
ized a  considerable  sum  of  money,  with  which  he 
resolved  to  return  to  New  York. 

Fisk  carried  with  him  on  this  second  tiip  some- 
thing that  proved  to  be  vastly  more  valuable  to 
him  than  all  the  money  he  had  ever  possessed 
before.  This  was  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Daniel 
Drew,  then  a  noted  financier  in  Wall  street,  the 
owner  of  lines  of  steamboats,  and  the  magnate  of 
the  Erie  Kailway  Company.  The  venerable  New- 
Yorker  was  favorably  impressed  with  tlie  manners 
and  appearance  of  the  New  England  youth.  He 
commissioned  him  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  the  Bris- 
tol  Line  of  Steamers.  The  prompt  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  Fisk  executed  this  trust,  strength- 
ened him  in  the  confidence  of  Drew,  and  won  for 
him  a  very  valuable  friend.  Moreover,  he  secured 
by  way  of  commission,  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money.  He  formed  a  partnership  under  the  name 
of  Fisk  &  Belden,  brokers.  This  firm  dealt  largely 
in  the  stocks  of  the  Erie  Railway  Company,  of 
which  Drew  was  a  director  and  treasurer.  The  senior 
member  of  the  firm  being  the  especial  friend  of 
Erie  magnate,  of  course,  knew  the  secrets  of  the 
"Ring,"  and  was  thus  enabled  to  buy  and  sell  stocks 
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with  a  reasonable  certainty  of  making  large  margins. 
Fisk  proved  himself  to  be  a  very  apt  pupil  in 
Drew's  school ;  and  being  young,  impulsive,  bold  and 
reckless,  frequently  far  exceeded  the  instructions  of 
the  master,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reap  the  larger 
part  of  the  gains  in  the  great  "  Corner"  operations 
in  Erie.  His  success  was  so  great  that  he  rapidly 
accumulated  a  fortune  and  drew  to  himself  a  num- 
ber of  very  powerful  associates.  In  October,  1867, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Erie  Railway  Company.  At  the  same  elec- 
tion Jay  Gould,  a  broker  on  Broad  street,  and  a 
financier  of  some  note,  also  came  into  the  Erie 
Board.  This  was  the  result  of  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  Drew  and  Vanderbilt  factions.  Drew 
.and  Vanderbilt  had  been  waging  fierce  war  upon 
each  other  for  years.  The  former  held  Erie,  and 
the  latter  controlled  the  New  York  Central,  the 
Hudson  River  and  the  Harlem.  A  compromise 
was  finally  made.  Drew  put  Fisk  into  the  board 
of  Erie  directors,  and  Vanderbilt  placed  his  friend 
Gould  in,  as  a  fair  ofi'set.  The  peace  thus  concluded 
was  but  short-lived.  The  old  warriors  were,  uneasy 
out  of  service;  both  soon  resumed  their  weapons 
and  rushed  into  battle  more  fiercely  than  ever — 
Drew  pushing  Erie  stocks  down,  and  Vanderbilt 
driving  them  up,  and  both  struggling  for  the  control 
of  the  directorship. 

Fisk  and  Gould  could  see  no  profit  to  themselves  in 
such  a  fight  unless  they  struck  hands  ami  gathered 
up  the  spoils,  while  their  chiefs  joined   in   battle. 
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This  they  accordingly  did;  and,  therefore,  while 
Bfewand  Vandeibilt  threw  Wall  street^  and  iadecd 
the  markets' of  the  world,  into  excitenieDt,  over  the 
rapid  and  inexplicable  fluctaatioDs  in  Erie  stocks, 
Fisk  and  Gould  so  managed  their  inveetcaents  as 
to  wiii  milUons  of  dollars  from  these  great  opera- 
tors,  and  from  the-  ampler  brokers  who  veutured 
into  the  field.  Drew  won  fiom  Vanderbilt,  Vaa^ 
derbilt  won  from  Drew — both  lost,  and  Fisk  aod 
Goidd  won. 

The  fiercest  contest  that  ever  ensued  over  I^e 
stodtSj  begaai  in  the  month  of  February,  1868. 
Drew  was  tJien  treasurer  of  the  Erie  Company,  and 
held  58,000  shares  of  stock  as  collateral  securities 
for  a  temporary  loan.  Vanderbilt  began  the 
aseauit  by  suing  out  of  Judge  Baruard'a  Court  an 
injunction  to  restrain  Drew  from  using  the  stock, 
remaining  in  his  possession  as  eoUatcraL  The 
Legislature  of  New  York  had  made  it  unlawful  for 
railroad  companies  to  issue  new  stock  without  proper 
notice  and  auUiority  reguTarly  obtained.  Vander- 
bilt, therefore,  felt  that  he  could  count  the  Erie 
stock  afloat,  and  arrange-  to  make  a  "  corner  "  in  it. 
On  the  19th  of  February,  a  second  order  from  Bar- 
nard was  served  on  Drew,  suspending-  him  from  the 
treasury  of  Eiie  and  also  £Eom.  the  Board.  This 
was-abcdd  movement,  and  to  a  man  less  fertile  in 
resources  than  Drew,  would  have  been  disastrous. 
But  tile  magnate  of  Erre  Imd  prepared  himself  foe 
iMb  contest.  He  had  induced  his  Board  to  issue 
bon^'  to  the  amount  of  $10,000,000,  Mid   these 
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the  taw  permitted  him  to  conTert  into  stock,  whi«h 
he  Teiy  quietly  did,  and  then  complacendy  awaited 
developments.  "  Go  a  head',  Mr.  Barnard ;  Go  a 
hes)),  Mt.  Vandetbilt;  your  injunctions  don't  alarm 
me  in  the  least  said  Mt.  Drew." 

True,  58,()t)0  shares  had'  been  locked  «p,  but 
100,000  new  shares  had  been  issued.  Of  the  new 
stock.  Drew  held  50,000,  and  Fisk  50^00*.  Van- 
deibik  was  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  exis- 
tence of  this  stock ;  he  was  prepared  to  purchase 
all  the  old  stock,  but  he  had  not  provided  money 
to  buy  new  stock  as  rapidly  as  his  crafty  old  com- 
petitor chose  to  give  it  out;  nevertheless,  it  was 
plainly  this  that  he  must  do,  if  he  would  gain  his 
object.  On  the  last  day  of  February,  Erie  was 
quoted  at  68  ;  Drew  gave  orders  to  his  brokei-s  to 
sell  his  50,000  shares.  VanderbiU's  brokers  were 
buying  all  that  was  offered,  and  they  accordin^y 
snatched  up  this  new  batch,  but  the  price  aiinost 
instantly  dropped  to  65,  and  then  rallied  and  rose 
to  73.  A  fierce  battle  was  now  raging  between  the 
"  bulls"  and  "  bears"  of  Wall  street,  whreh  corttinued 
during  several  days.  Drew,  knowing'  that  Fisk  heM 
50,000  shares  of  new  stock,  sold  "  sftort,"  being  sure 
that  lile  price  must  fell ;  but  Yanderbilt  bravely 
drove  up  the  price  until  the  lOtli  of  Mardi,  when 
it  stood  at  79.  On  that  day,  Drew  became  alarmed, 
and  ordered  his  brokers  to  buy  to  cover  his  shorts. 
Under  this  new  pressure,  both  Drew  and.  Vanderbilt 
now  buying,  the  pti(M  went  op  to  83:  Xhia  was 
risk's    opportunity.     He  anmediately  threw  Ms 
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50,000  shares  on  the  market,  got  the  highest  price, 
and  then  sent  it  down  to  71.  The  appearance  of 
this  new  stock,  in  the  name  of  James  Fisk,  Jr., 
created  a  storm  of  excitement  that  shook  the  money 
centers  of  New  York  with  fierce  convulsions ; 
$  10,000,000  worth  of  stock  had  been  poured  into 
the  market,  and  Vanderbilt  alone  sustained  the 
entire  weight  of  the  shock.  This  was  a  fearful 
load,  but  to  waiver,  or  to  show  the  slightest  symp- 
toms of  "  shaking,"  would  have  invoked  instan- 
taneous and  total  ruin.  When,  therefore,  the  eon- 
test  ended,  Fisk  alone  was  victorious  without 
wounds.  As  between  Vanderbilt  and  Drew,  it  was  a 
drawn  battle,  in  which  both  combatants  were 
scarred  with  many  cuts  and  bruises,  though  Drew 
was  able  to  bear  away  the  spoils. 

Of  course,  the  injunctions  of  Judge  Barnard 
had  been  disregarded.  The  wrathful  judge,  there- 
fore resolved  on  vengeance  dire.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th,  an  army  of  the  sheriff's  deputies, 
with  numerous  warrants,  ran  to  and  fro  through  the 
streets  of  New  York,  in  search  of  the  Erie  Directors. 
These  gentlemen  having  learned  of  the  warlike 
spirit  of  "  His  Honor,"  had,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  vereatile,  ingenious  Fisk,  transferred  themselves 
and  the  treasury  box  of  Erie  to  Taylor's  Hotel,  in 
Jeraey  City,  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  offended 
Judge.  From  Jersey  City,  Fisk  dictated  such 
legislation  as  was  needful  to  relieve  himself  and 
his  associates  from  embarrassment,  to  legalize  their 
unlawful  acts,  and  put  it   out   of  the    power  of 
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Vanderbilt  to  molest  them.  This  accomplished, 
the  parties  agreed  to  treat.  A  settlement  was 
made,  and  the  spoils  of  war  fairly  divided ;  some 
took  stock,  some  took  bonds,  and  others,  money. 
Fisk  and  Gould  received  as  their  share  the  whole 
establishment  of  the  Erie  Kailway — road,  rolling 
stock,  equipments,  officers — everything.  From  the 
date  of  this  settlement  until  the  day  of  his  death. 
Fisk  was  master  of  the  great  corporation,  and  held 
it  in  defiance  of  various  and  powerful  eiforts  to  wrest 
it  from  his  grasp.  He  was  ever  thereafter  justly 
titled  "Prince  Erie." 
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Society — How  young  men  are  ruined. 

The  general  settlement  between  the  contending 
parties  for  the  possession  of  Erie,  and  the  division  of 
spoils,  took  place  early  in  the  spring  of  1869,  but  the 
terms  of  the  peace  were  not  made  known  to  the  public, 
until  ihe  middle  of  the  summer.  Erie  had  been 
stripped  of  every  thing,  even  to  good  name.  It  was 
poor  and  in  disrepute,  when  it  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Fisk  and  Gould,  Eldridge  and  Drew,  the 
men  who  were  the  only  experienced  railroad  mana- 
gers in  the  board  of  directors,  retired  and  left  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  road  in  the  hands  of  the  young 
adventurers,  who  were  now  to  be  tested  in  a  new  field 
of  enterprise.  Fisk  had  already  displayed  great  ver- 
satility of  character,  and  had  proven  himself  equal  to 
any  and  every  emergency.  He  did  not  feel  the  slight- 
est embarrassment  in  his  new  position,  but  resolved 
to  make  new  combinations  md  to  restore  his  road  to 
public  confidence.  The  struggle  with  Drew  and 
Vanderbilt  had  taught  Fisk,  that  there  was  nothing 
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SO  much  to  be  depended  upon  in  a  crisis  as  self  reli- 
ance. In  the  critical  moment  lie  had  escaped  from 
the  wrath  of  VanderbUt  and  the  offended  honor  of 
Judge  Barnard,  by  fleeing  into  New  Jersey,  and  while  ■ 
in  exile  in  the  Jerseys,  he  had  escaped  from  the  con- 
spiracy of  Drew,  by  seizing  the  private  funds  of  that 
gentleman  and  holding  them  as  a  pledge  for  the  safe 
delivery  of  the  Erie  treasury.  This  done,  he  nego- 
tiated with  the  then  all  powerful  William  M.  Tweed, 
for  needful  legislation  at  Albany,  to  confirm  his  acts, 
and  to  give  the  semblance  of  law  to  the  rather  ques- 
tionable transactions,  whereby  he  had  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  management  of  the  great  broad  gauge 
road  connecting  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie. 

Fisk  had  demonstrated  that  he  could  control  Wall 
street  at  will;  he  had  learned  all  the  tricks  of  the 
cliques;  he  had  improved  on  the  operations  of  the  most 
skilful  manipulators,  and  had  patented  his  improve- 
ments. He,  therefore,  felt  entirely  secure  at  that  end 
of  the  line.  The  free  use  of  injunctions  by  Vander- 
bilt,  to  facilitate  his  stock  operations  and  to  circum- 
vent his  rival  Drew,  and  the  invoking  of  counter 
injunctions  to  neutralize  the  first  instalment,  had  taught 
Eisk  that  a  "  friend  at  court"  was  a  very  convenient 
instrument  for  either  attack  or  defence.  He,  there- 
fore, very  naturally  concluded,  that  to  control  this 
new  power  would  be  immensely  to  his  advantage. 

Now,  at  this  time,  William  M.  Tweed  and  Peter 
B.  Sweeney,  were  masters  of  New  York  City,  and 
owners  of  the  legislative  ring  that  ruled  with  imperious 
sway  at  Albany;  by  a  union  of  forces  and  fortunes. 
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the  combined  power  would  be  irresistible.  Fisk  and 
Gould,  therefore,  took  unto  themselves  Tweed  and 
Sweeney — Erie  and  Tammany  Hall  were  united. 
New  York  City  in  all  its  municipal  affairs,  its  finan- 
ces,, its  legislation,  its  improvements,  its  expenditures, 
its  offices,  executive  and  judiciary,  was  made  subject 
to  the  power  of  this  combination.  At  the  nod  of 
Tweed,  or  at  the  command  of  Fisk,  laws  were  made 
and  unmade — millions  of  revenue  were  levied  and 
expended..  As  these  men  desired,  &o  the  l&,ws  were 
construed  by  the  courts ;  whom  these  men  condemned 
to  punishment,  they  were  punished  by  the  courts; 
whom  these  men  shielded,  the  arm  of  the  law  would 
not  restrain.  No  auch  power,  so  absolute  in  its  sway 
has  elsewhere  manifested  itself  on  this  continent. 
Before  it,  the  legislative,  the  judiciary  and  the  execu- 
tive departments  of  the  city  and  State  bowed  in  unre- 
sisting submission. 

Governor,  mayor,  judge  and  legislator  fell  down 
before  the  golden  image  these  men  had  set  up ;  but 
the  people  would  not  fall  down  nor  worship  before 
this  shrine.  This  alliance  of  Tammany  and  Erie  held 
unlimited  sway  until  the  people  rose  in  their  might 
and  crushed  it,  ground  it  into  dust  and  scattered  its 
powdered  fragments  before  the  storm  of  popular  in- 
dignation in  the  year  1 871. 

As  to  Erie,  Gould  was  made  president  and  treasu- 
rer, and  Fisk  was  made  controller ;  these  two  together, 
with  Tweed  and  Lane,  constituted  the  executive  com- 
mittee. The  only  care  of  these  men  was  to  perpetuate 
their  own  power  in  the  Erie  company.     With  all  the 
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machinery  in  their  control  this  was  not  a  very  diffi- 
cult feat.  They  so  managed  the  sale  and  transfer  of 
stocks  as  to  secure  the  registry  of  a  large  quantity  in 
their  own  names,  and  then  closed  the  books  so  as  to 
make  any  further  transfers  impossible.  Thus  they  re- 
elected themselves  on  other  people's  stock  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

After  the  re-election  had  been  secured,  the  Erie 
managers  organized  a  gigantic  scheme  to  lock  up  the 
currency  in  New  York,  so  as  to  produce  a  tightness 
in  the  money  market  and  a  depression  in  all  stocks. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury  was  con- 
tracting the  currency  at  the  time  and  thus  uninten- 
tionly  aided  the  Wall  street  speculators.  The  "  ring" 
had  the  absolute  control  of  fourteen  million  dollars  in 
currency  and  suddenly  withdrew  it  from  circulation. 
All  stocks  immediately  tumbled  10,  20,  even  50  per 
cent,,  carrying  bankruptcy  and  ruin  into  many  a 
prosperous  house.  The  Erie  managers  manufactured 
new  stock  and  sold  it  without  regard  to  price,  and 
locked  up  the  money  received  fOr  it.  The  crisis  of 
this  outrageous  conspiracy  came  in  the  first  week  of 
November,  1868,  and  was  then  crushed  by  Secretary 
McCulloch,  who  re-issued  fifty  millions  of  currency  to 
break  the  lock. 

The  agents  of  the  foreign  stockholders  held  a  meet- 
ing in  New  York  and  determined  to  apply  to  the 
courts  for  relief  from  the  management  of  Fisk  and 
Gould.  It  was  agreed  that  a  suit  should  be  brought 
in  the  name  of  Mr,  August  Belmont,  asking  for  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  for  the  Erie  Company,  upon 
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the  plea  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  manKgcd 
to  the  serious  injury  of  the  stockholders, 

Fisk  and  Gould  obtained  information  of  the  pur- 
poses of  their  enemies,  and  instantly  devised  means 
to  defeat  them.  They  went  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  residence  of  the  notorious  Judge  Barnard  with  a 
petition,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver. 
Barnard,  who  a  short  time  previous  had  been  so  pro- 
liiic  in  injunctions  against  Fisk  and  his  associates, 
was  now  the  most  supple  of  all  instruments  in  their 
hands.  He  unhesitatingly  granted  the  request  of  the 
petitioners,  and  appointed  Jay  Gould,  receiver,  with 
James  Fisk,  Jr.,  as  his  surety.  This  was  all  accom- 
plished before  the  hour  for  opening  the  courts.  When 
the  courts  opened,  Mr,  Belmont  and  his  associates 
appeared  before  Judge  Sunderland  with  their  petition 
for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  but  before  their 
proceedings  had  advanced  to  judgment,  they  learned 
with  indescribable  astonishment,  that  the  futile  Bar- 
nard had  already  disposed  of  the  case  and  that  Fisk 
and  Gould  were  masters  of  the  situation.  This  is 
one  of  the  many  examples  of  the  manner  in  which 
"justice"  is  dispensed  in  New  York.  The  very  foun- 
tains of  justice  have  become  so  corrupt,  that  the  foul 
stream  carries  disease,  rottenness  and  pollution  down 
its  entire  eburse.  Money,  money,  is  all  powerful  in 
that  great  city.  Money  dictates  legislation;  money 
interprets  laws ;  money  buys  decrees  from  the  courts. 
A  bold  man,  with  unlimited  means,  may  violate  law 
with  perfect  impunity.  Money  will  buy  punishment 
for  the  innocent  and  escape  for  the  guilty.     This  is 
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the  normal  condition  of  New  York  society.  It  has 
been  thus  for  many  years  and  is  so  now. 

James  Fisk,  Jr.,  did  not  corrupt  the  courts  of  New 
York,  he  found  them  reeking  with  corruption.  He 
found  them  on  the  streets,  oifering  decrees  and  writs 
to  the  highest  bidder.  These  decrees  he  first  saw 
knocked  down  to  his  enemies  and  used  against  him, 
whereupon  he  resolved  to  outbid  his  competitors  and 
turn  their  own  batteries  upon  his  enemy.  For  him  to 
resolve  was  to  do.  He  bought  up  as  many  courts  as 
he  required  for  his  purpose  and  then  kept  them  so  as 
to  have  them  ready  for  use  whenever  needed.  He 
was,  therefore,  at  a  moment's  notice,  by  personal  appli- 
cation and  by  telegraph,  able  to  obtain  a  decree  author- 
izing himself  and  his  friends  to  do  what  they  wished, 
or  an  injunction  to  restrain  his  enemies  from  doing 
what  they  wished  to  do. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  break  the  power  of 
the  "Erie  Ring,"  but  without  success.  Fisk  used  his 
power  both  to  make  money  for  himself  and  friends  in 
schemes,  that,  for  boldness  and  amounts  involved,  were 
perfectly  appalling.  He  would  make  millions  of  dol- 
lars at  a  single  operation,  and  throw  the  whole  financial 
world  into  a  fever  of  excitement,  yet  to  him  the  spec- 
tacle of  broken  fortunes  and  ruined  prosperity  were 
matters  of  amusement. 

Having  gained  control  of  courts  and  using  Wall 
street  as  a  play  ground,  Fisk  found  leisure  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  1869  to  annoy  his  rivals  and  punish 
enemies.  He  began  suits  against  a  number  of  the 
leading  men  in  New  York.     He  brought  suit  against 
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Belmont  on  a  charge  of  conspiring  to  injure  the  Erie 
railway,  laying  damages  at  a  'million  dollars.  He  sued 
Vanderbilt  for  the  recovery  of  over  three  million  dol- 
ars  paid  him  at  the  time  of  the  general  settlement, 
alleging  that  settlement  to  have  been  illegal  The 
venerable  Drew  was  also  made  the  subject  of  one  of 
"  Prince  Erie's"  suits. 

In  the  Vanderbilt  suit,  Fisk  was  put  on  the  witness 
stand  and  gave  his  testimony  in  a  characteristically 
humorous  strain.  The  trial,  of  course,  was  held  in 
Judge  Barnard's  court,  and  Fisk  testified  as  follows ; — 

I  remember  an  interview  with  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt in  the  summer  of  1868.  I  don't  remember  just 
when  the  first  interview  was.  It  was  after  I  returned 
from  Jersey.  I  was  absent  in  Jersey  for  a  lapse  of 
time  (laughter),  and  on  my  return  I  made  the  Commo- 
dore a  call,  (Laughter.)  He  said  several  of  the  direc- 
tors were  trying  to  make  a  trade  with  him  and  he 
would  like  to  know  who  was  the  best  man  to  trade 
with.  I  told  him  if  the  trade  was  a  good  one,  he  had 
better  trade  with  me.  (Laughter.)  He  said  old  man 
Drew  was  no  better  than  a  batter  pudding  (great 
laughter) ;  Eldridge  was  completely  demoralized,  and 
there  was  no  head  or  tail  to  our  concern.  (Laughter.) 
I  said  I  thought  so,  too.  (Great  laughter.)  He  said 
he  had  got  his  bloodhounds  on  us  and  would  pursue 
us  till  we  took  his  stock  off  his  hands — he'd  be  d — d 
if  he'd  keep  it.  I  said  I'd  be  d — d  if  we'd  take  it 
back  (sensation),  that  we  would  sell  him  stock  as  long 
as  he'd  stand  up  and  take  it.  (Great  laughter.)  Upon 
this  he  mellowed  down  (laughter),  and  said  we  must 
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get  together  and  arrange  this  matter.  He  said  when 
we  were  in  Jersey,  Drew  used  to  slip  over  and  aee  him 
whenever  he  coutd  get  out  from  under  our  eyes ;  that 
he  had  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  him  and  wanted 
to  know  if  a  trade  made  with  Drew  and  Eldridge 
could  be  slipped  through  our  board,  saying  that  if  it 
oould,  we  should  all  be  landed  in  the  haven  of  peace 
and  harmony.  (Looking  very  determined.)  I  told 
him  I  would  not  submit  to  a  robbery  of  the  road 
under  any  circumstances,  and  that  I  was  dumbfounded 
that  our  directors — whom  I  had  supposed  respectable 
men — (great  laughter)  would  have  anything  to  do 
with  such  proceedings. 

Counsel ! — Is  that  all  that  was  said  1 
Mr.  Fisk — I  presume  not.     We  had  half  an  hour's 
conversation,  and  I  think  I  could  say  more  than  that 
in  half  an  hour.     (Laughter.) 

Counsel — Can  you  give  anything  more  that  was 
said^ 

Mr.  Fisk — I  don't  remember  what  more  was  said. 
I  remember  the  Commodore  put  on  his  other  shoe. 
(Laughter.)  I  remember  that  shoe  on  account  of  the 
buckle.  (Laughter.)  You  see,  there  were  four  buckles 
on  that  shoe.  I  hadn't  ever  seen  any  of  that  kind 
before,  and  I  remember  it  passed  through  my  mind 
that  if  such  men  wore  that  kind  of  shoe,  I  must  get 
me  a  pair.  (Great  laughter.)  This  passed  through 
my  mind,  but  I  didn't  speak  of  it  to  the  Commodore. 
I  was  very  civil  to  him.     (Laughter.) 

Counsel — Where  was  Gould  all  this  time  ? 

Mr.  Fisk — He  was  in  the  front  room,  I  suppose.    I 
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left  him  there  and  found  him  there,  but  I  don't  know 
where  he  may  have  been  in  the  meantime.  (Laugh- 
ter.) The  next  interview  was  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Pierrepoint.  Gould  and  I  had  an  appointment  with 
Eldridge  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  and  as  we  did 
not  find  him  there,  we  went  out  to  see  if  we  could 
find  him. 

Counsel — Can  you  give  the  date  of  that  meeting  ? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  week?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  months     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  year  ?  A.  No,  sir.  Not  with- 
out reference. 

Q.  What  reference  do  you  wanti  A.  Well,  I 
shall  have  to  refer  back  to  the  various  events  of  my 
life  to  see  just  where  that  day  comes  in,  and  the  al- 
mighty robbery  committed  by  this  man  Vanderbilt 
against  the  Erie  railway  was  the  most  impressive 
event  in  my  life.  (Laughter.)  The  meeting  at  Piei-re- 
point's  was  a  week,  or  ten  days  after  the  first  inter- 
view with  Vanderbilt.  Gould  and  I  went  there  about 
nine  o'clock.  We  stepped  into  the  hall  together. 
We  asked  if  Mr.  Pierrepoint  was  in.  The  servant 
said  he  would  see.  When  the  servant  went  into  the 
drawing-room  I  was  very  careful  to  keep  on  a  line 
with  the  door,  so  I  could  see  in.  (Laughter.)  Pres- 
ently Mr.  Pierrepoint  stepped  into  the  hall,  resembling 
a  man  who  wasn't  in  much.  (Laughter.)  I  asked 
him  if  our  president  was  there.  After  some  thought- 
fulness  on  his  part,  he  said  he  thought  he  was. 
(Laughter.)     During  this  time  I  had  moved   along 
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towards  the  drawing-room  door,  Mr.  Pierrepoint  hav- 
ing neglected  to  invite  us  in,     (Laughter.) 

Q.  Where  was  Gould  1  A.  Oh,  he  was  just  behind 
me;  he's  always  right  behind  at  such  times  (laughter), 
and  while  he  entertained  Pierrepoint  I  opened  the 
door  and  stepped  in  (laughter),  and  found  most  of  our 
directors  there.  I  stepped  up  to  Mr.  Etdridge  and 
told  him  we  had  been  to  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  and 
did  not  find  him.  He  said  he  knew  he  was  not  there. 
(Laughter.)  I  asked  what  was  going  on,  and  everybody 
seemed  to  wait  for  some  one  else  to  answer.  (Laughter.) 
Being  better  acquainted  with  Drew  than  any  of  the 
rest  of  them,  though  perhaps  having  less  confidence  in 
him  (laughter),  I  asked  him  what  under  heaven  was 
up.  He  said  they  were  arranging  the  suits.  I  told 
him  they  ought  to  adopt  a  very  different  manner  of 
doing  it  than  being  there  in  the  night — that  no  settle- 
ment could  be  made  without  requiring  the  money  of 
the  corporation.  He  begun  to  picture  his  miseries  to 
me,  told  me  how  he  had  suffered  during  his  pilgrim- 
age, saying  he  was  worn  and  thrown  away  from  his 
family,  and  wanted  to  settle  matters  up  ;  that  he  had 
done  everything  he  could,  and  saw  no  other  way  out 
either  for  himself  or  the  company.  I  told  him  I 
guessed  he  was  more  particular  about  himself  than  the 
company,  and  he  said,  well,  he  was  (laughter)  !  that  he 
was  an  old  man  and  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  fight 
and  his  troubles ;  that  they  were  much  older  in  such 
affairs  than  we  were— I  was  very  glad  to  hear  him  say 
that  (laughter) — and  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing 
for  great  corporations  to  make  arrangements  of  this 
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sort.  I  told  him  if  that  was  the  case  T  thought  our 
state  prisons  ought  to  be  enlarged.  (Laughter.)  Then 
Eldridge  he  took  hold  of  me.  He  talked  about  his 
great  exertions,  what  he  had  done  and  consummated ; 
that  there  was  only  two  dissenting  voices  in  the  board — 
Gould  and  myself — and  that  if  we  came  into  the 
matter  to-morrow  the  company  would  be  all  right,  as 
he  had  got  the  Commodore  and  Work  and  Schell  to 
settle  on  a  price.  I  told  him  I  couldn't  see  it ;  I  had 
fought  that  position  for  seven  months  night  and  day, 
and  for  seven  weeks  in  Jersey  I  had  hardly  taken  off 
my  clothes,  fighting  to  keep  the  money  of  the  com- 
pany from  being  robbed;  and  I  could  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  fight  it  on  still.  He  said  he  didn't 
want  to  go  into  it,  but  had  tried  to  do  the  best  he  could 
with  Gould  and  myself  and  could  do  nothing,  and  now 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  Vanderbilt,  and  it 
was  all  right  and  must  go  through  that  night.  I  said 
I  did  not  believe  it  was  legal ;  these  lawyers  were  all 
on  one  side,  and  I  wanted  to  see  my  lawyer.  He  said 
that  was  of  no  use.  (Laughter.)  Then  Mr.  Pierrepoint 
argued  with  me.  He  said  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  one  present  who  was  not  going  to  derive  benefit 
from  it.  Eapallo  was  writing  at  a  table.  Schell  was 
buzzing  around  (laughter),  interested  in  getting  his 
share  of  the  plunder.  Work  was  sitting  on  a  sofa.  I 
had  nothing  to  say  to  him  (laughter),  as  we  were  not 
on  very  good  terms.  Gould  and  I  had  a  conversation 
together,  and  not  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night  did  we 
give  our  consent.  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  the 
proceedings  were  legal ;  that  we  had  no  lawyers ;  that 
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the  lawyers  there  were  sold  to  Eldridge — hook,  line 
and  sioker,  ("Laughter.)  Gould  said  Eldridge  had  paid 
Evarts  $10,000  for  an  opinion  that  it  was  all  right. 
and  Eaton  had  been  paid  .f  15,000  for  an  opinion,  and 
said  it  was  legal.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  a  queer  way 
of  classifying  opinions,  (Laughter.)  Gould  consented 
first.  He  said  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  so,  as 
the  best  way  to  get  out  of  the  matter.  I  told  him  I 
would  consent  if  he  did.  Drew  came  to  me  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  and  asked  rae  to  consent,  and  I  consented. 
Then  there  was  some  paper  drawn  up  and  passed 
around  for  us  to  sign.  I  don't  know  what  it  contained, 
I  didn't  read  it.  I  don't  think  I  noticed  a  word  of  it. 
I  don't  know  the  contents,  and  have  always  been  glad 
I  didn't.  (Laughter,)  I  have  thought  of  it  a  thou- 
sand times.  I  don't  know  what  other  documents  I 
signed — signed  everything  that  was  put  before  me, 
(Laughter.)  After  the  devil  once  got  hold  of  me  I 
kept  on  signing.  (Laughter,)  Didn't  read  any  of  them, 
and  have  no  idea  what  they  were.  Don't  know  how 
many  I  signed — ^kept  no  account  after  the  first,  I  went 
with  the  robbers  then  and  have  been  ever  since. 
(Laughter.)  After  signing  all  the  papers  I  took  my 
hat  and  left  at  once  in  disgust.  (Laughter.)  I  don't 
know  whether  we  sat  down  or  not.  I  know  we  didn't 
have  anything  to  eat.     (Laughter.) 

Counsel — Didn't  you  have  a  glass  of  wine  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort  1 

Mr.  Fisk — I  don't  remember. 

Counsel — Wouldn't  that  have  made  an  impiession 
upon  you  1     (Laughter.) 
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Mr.  Fisk — No,  sir ;  I  never  drink  !  (Laughter.)  "I 
think  I  left  at  once  as  soon  as  I  had  done  signing.  As 
we  went  out  I  said  to  Gould  we  had  sold  our  souls  to 
the  devii.  (Laughter.)  He  agreed  to  that,  and  said 
he  thought  so  too.  (Laughter.)  '  I  remember  Mr. 
White,  the  cashier,  coming  in  with  the  check  book 
under  his  arm,  and  as  he  came  in  I  said  to  him  that 
he  was  hearing  in  the  balance  of  the  remains  of  our 
corporation  to  put  into  Vanderbilt's  tomb.  (Laughter.) 
The  next  interview  with  Vanderbilt  was  several 
days  after. 

Counsel — Was  Gould  with  you  ? 
Mr.  Fisk — Yes,  sir !  AVe  never  parted  during  that 
war.  (Laughter.)  We  went  to  his  office  one  morning 
and  found  his  man  Friday  in  the  front  room.  (Laughter.) 
Don't  know  his  name.  It  was  the  same  man  I  had 
seen  a  hundred  times  before  when  I  had  been  there 
with  Brew.  We  found  the  Commodore  in  the  back 
room.  I  asked  him  how  he  was  getting  on.  He  said, 
"  First  rate"  (laughter)  ;  that  he  had  got  the  thing  all 
arranged,  and  the  only  question  now  was,  whether  it 
could  be  slipped  through  our  board.  I  told  him  that, 
after  what  I  had  seen  the  other  night,  I  thought  any- 
thing could  be  slipped  through.  (Laughter.)  He  said  he 
would  have  to  manage  it  carefully.  I  told  him  I  didn't 
think  so— that  they  would  be  careful  to  go  it  blind. 
(Laughter.)  He  saiJ  the  trade  had  been  consummated 
at  Pierrepoint's  house.  I  said  I  had  no  doubt  of  it. 
He  said  it  ought  not  to  have  been  carried  out ;  that 
Schell  had  got  the  lion's  share,  and  that  some  of  the 
lawyers  on  the  other  side  might  have   to  go  hungry. 
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(Laughter.)  He  asked  if  we  were  conversant  with 
the  rest  of  the  trade.  I  said  I  had  no  doubt  the  whole 
thing  had  been  cooked  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could 
be  put  through.  He  spoke  about  putting  Banker  and 
Stewart  into  our  board,  and  said  it  would  help  hoth 
him  and  us  to  carry  our  stock,  as  people  would  say  we 
had  amalgamated,  and  Vanderbilt's  men  coming  into 
the  Erie  board  would  strengthen  the  market.  That 
was  admitted;  but  it  worked  different  from  what  we 
expected.  (Laughter.)  I  next  saw  him  a  day  or  two 
before  the  prosecution  was  closed  up.  Gould  thought 
the  Commodore's  losses  had  not  been  so  large  as  repre- 
sented, and  asked  to  see  hia  broker's  account.  The 
Commodore  said  he  never  showed  anything  and  we 
must  take  his  word.  He  reiterated  his  losses  and  said 
they  were  so  large  because  when  they  had  got  him  to 
give  his  order  to  sustain  the  market,  the  skunks  had 
run  and  sold  out  on  him.  (Laughter.)  As  he  was 
coming  away  he  said,  "  Boys,  you  are  young,  and  if 
you  carry  out  this  settlement  there  will  be  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  roads." 

Previous  to  commencing  this  suit  I  made  a  tender 
of  50,000  shares  of  Erie  stock  to  Vanderbilt.  I  went 
up  to  his  house  in  company  with  T.  G.  Shearman.  1 
received  the  certificates  of  shares  from  Gould  and  put 
them  into  a  black  satchel.  (Laughter.)  It  was  a  bad 
stormy  day,  so  we  got  into  a  carriage  and  I  held  the 
satchel  tightly  between  my  legs  (laughter),  knowing 
they  were  valuable  (laughter).  I  told  Shearman  not 
much  reliance  could  be  placed  on  hitn  if  we  were  at- 
tacked, he  was  such  a  little  fellow.  (Laughter,  in  which 
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Mr.  Shearman  joined.)  We  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  it  was  dangerous  property  to  travel  with — (laugh- 
ter)—might  blow  up.  (Laughter.)  We  rang  the  bell 
and  went  in.  The  gentleman  came  down  and  I  said 
"Good  morning,  Commodore.  I  have  come  to  tender 
you  50,000  shares  of  Erie  stock  and  demand  back 
the  securities  and  money."  He  said  he  had  had 
no  transactions  with  the  Erie  Railway  Company 
(laughter),  and  would  have  to  consult  his  counsel.  1 
told  him  1  also  demanded  a  million  of  dollars  paid 
him  for  losses  he  purported  to  have  sustained.  He 
said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  (laughter),  and  I 
bade  him  good  morning.  (Laughter.) 

I  became  director  in  the  Erie  Kailway  on  the  1 3th 
of  October,  1867. 

Counsel — You  remember  that  date  ? 
Mr.  Fisk — I  do  well !     It  forms  an  episode  in  my 
life. 

Counsel — What  fixes  it  in  your  mind  so  well  'i 
Mr.  Fisk — 1  had  no  gray  hairs  then. 
Counsel— You  have  gray  hairs  now  t 
Mr.  Fisk — Plenty  of  them.     And  I  saw  more  rob- 
bery during  the  next  year  than  1  had  ever  dreamed  of 
as  possible. 

Counsel — You  saw  it,  did  you  1 
Mr.  Fisk — 1  didn't  see  it  but  I  knew  it  was  going 
on.  I  am  now  a  director  of  the  Erie  Railway  and  also 
comptroller.  My  duty,  as  comptroller,  is  to  audit  all 
the  bills ;  as  director,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration— honestly.    (Laughter.) 

1  would  like  to  make  an  apology  to  the  court.    This 
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is  the  first  time  I  have  been  on  the  stand  and  I  may 
overstep  some  of  the  rules.  (Laughter.)  If  1  do,  it  is 
wholly  ignorance.  It  is  nev?  business  to  me,  and  if 
I  don't  keep  within  the  rules,  I  ask  my  counsel  to 
guide  me,  for  I  don't  know  when  I  may  be  imposed 
upon.     (Laughter.) 

Counsel— Your  lawj-er  will  look  out  for  you. 

Mr.  Fisk — Oh,  I'll  look  out  for  myself  (Laughter.) 
Don't  give  yourself  any  trouble  about  that. 

Counsel — You  seem  to  be  a  very  frank  and  out 
spoken  witness.   (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Fisk — Well,  I'm  not  much  accustomed  to  you 
fellows.  (Laughter.)  I  was  never  on  the  stand  but  once 
before. 

Counsel — When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Fisk — That  was  when  I  was  a  boy,  up  in  the 
country — in  a  cow  case.   (Great  laughter.) 

The  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  at 
Albany,  in  January,  1869,gave  Fisk  employment  in 
a  new  field,  and  he  therefore  dropped  all  the  suits,  so 
fiercely  begun  in  the  city  against  his  old  associates. 
Moreover,  he  now  needed  the  assistance  of  those  men 
he  had  lately  been  fighting.  He,  therefore,  threw 
away  his  weapons  of  war  and  displayed  the  olive 
branch.  Mr.  Vanderbilt  needed  legislation  in  aid  of 
his  railroad  schemes,  and  the  Erie  managers  required 
similar  service  from  the  law-making  power  of  the 
State.  Both  Vanderbilt  and  Fisk  saw  the  propriety  of 
joining  forces  in  their  raid  on  the  Legislature.  This, 
therefore,  was  accordingly  done.  Vanderbilt  procured 
the  passage  of  a  bill  legalizing  his  illegal  stock  divi- 
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dends  on  the  capital  of  the  New  York  Central  Eailroad 
Company.  Erie  accomplished  the  enactment  of  the 
notorious  classification  hill,  whereby  the  members  of 
the  Erie  board  were  so  divided  that  only  one-fifth  of 
them  wonld  be  chosen  annually.  This  virtually  placed 
the  Erie  board  in  the  hands  of  Gould,  Fish,  Tweed 
and  company  for  at  least  eight  years.  It  was  the 
boldest  movement  yet  made  to  grasp  uncontrollable 
power.  The  bill  was  engineered  through  the  Legisla- 
ture by  Mr.  Tweed,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  Tam- 
many ring,  and  all-powerful  in  New  York  City. 

At  the  next  annual  election  when  the  majority  of 
the  stock  was  controlled  by  Gould,  Fisk  and  Tweed, 
these  matchless  managers  elected  a  board  composed 
entirely  of  their  own  friends,  and  thus  established 
themselves  finally  in  the  possession  of  the  Erie  di- 
rectorship. 

Numerous  efforts  were  made  by  the  stockholders  to 
break  the  power  of  this  combination,  but  all  failed 
totally.  The  injunctions  of  Judge  Barnard  were  al- 
ways at  hand  when  required  to  forbid  interference 
with  the  affairs  of  Erie.  Millions  of  stock  were  issued 
and  sold;  millions  of  dollars  were  earned  annually, 
only  a  very  small  portion  of  which  was  ever  accounted 
for  to  the  stockholders.  Tammany  and  Erie  kept 
their  own  counsel,  and  divided  their  gains  among 
their  own  managers.  What  Tammany  stole  from  the 
tax  payers  of  New  York  City,  and  what  the  Erie  di- 
rectors withheld  from  the  stockholders,  was  employed 
to  control  political  nominations,  to  manipulate  elec- 
tion returns,  and  to  corrupt  the  Legislature  and  the 
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courts.  In  this  way  immense  fortunes  were  made  by 
political  managers  in  incredibly  short  periods  of  time, 
an  artificial  society  of  rich  fools  and  rogues  sprung  up, 
whose  members  live  in  gaudily  furnished  houses  an;! 
drive  through  the  streets  and  in  the  park  in  flashing 
equipages  that  glitter  In  coarse  vulgarity.  Ignorance 
and  base  crime  find  every  toleration  beneath  this 
Buperficial  gloss  of  fraud-begotten  wealth. 

Into  the  whirlpool  of  this  circumambient  pollution, 
into  these  circles  of  thieves,  into  this  vulgar  society, 
young  men,  ambitious  to  rise,  plunge  heedlessly, 
eager  for  glittering  prizes,  which  are  won  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  honor,  of  virtue  and  honesty. 

The  letter  of  introduction  to  Daniel  Drew,  which 
Fisk  carried  to  New  York,  put  him  immediately  into 
the  very  midst  of  these  surroundings.  From  first  to 
last  his  life  in  New  York  was  unnatural,  an  inflated, 
a  magnified  life.  It  was  like  a  raging  conflagration, 
that  roars  and  flashes,  and  leaps,  and  glares ;  that  chars 
and  blackens,  and  consumes  all  before  it ;  that  goes 
out  and  is  forgotten.    Flame,  embers — ashes. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ADMIBAL  OF  THE  SOUND  FL1:ET. 

Fisk  as  admiral -The  Sound  steamers— The  Narragansett  line— The 
twin  steamers.  Providence  and  Bristol— The  outfit  of  Fisk's  boats— 
Saperb  Saloons— Costly  furniture— Rich  decorations— Bands  of 
muaio— Distinguished  travellers  entertained— President  Grant  going 
to  the  Peace  Jubilee— Preparing  for  the  gold  comer— The  Plymouth 
Roek— Long  Branch— The  ferry  boats  "James  Pisk,  Jr.,  and  "Jay 
Gould." 

One  of  the  most  delightftil  routes  between  New 
York  and  Boston,  is  by  way  of  the  Long  Island 
Sound  steamers  to  Bristol,  and  thence  by  railroad  to 
the  capital  of  New  England.  In  the  summer  of  1 869, 
a  new  corporation  was  formed  under  the  name 
of  the  Narragansett  Steamship  Company,  and  of 
this  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  was  chosen  president.  Two 
steamboats,  the  Providence  and  the  Bristol,  were  fitted 
up  and  furnished  in  the  most  luxuriant  style ;  furni- 
ture, upholstery  and  ornaments  were  of  the  richest 
and  most  elegant  selection.  The  saloons  and  state- 
rooms were  complete  in  all  their  appointments,  and 
the  dining  room  was  equal  to  that  of  a  first-class  city 
hotel.  A  band  of  music  accompanied  each  boat  and 
gave  a  first-class  musical  entertainment  to  the  passen- 
gers. For  a  time  these  steamers  were  the  chief  pride 
of"  Prince  Erie."  He  procured  for  himself  the  full  uni- 
form of  an  admiral  of  the  navy,  and  appeared  in  the 
glitter  of  gold  lace  and  gilt  buttons  at  the  company's 
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pier,  and  gave  general  directions  to  the  ofBcers  re- 
garding the  reception  of  passengers  and  freight. 
Frequently  he  continued  on  board  the  vessels  during 
their  trips  up  the  Sound,  and  always  on  such  occa- 
sions made  his  presence  known  and  felt  to  all  on 
board,  by  the  magnificence  of  his  entertainments. 
After  his  appearance  in  uniform  he  was  named 
"Admiral  Fisk,"and  was  gazed  upon  by  passengers  as 
a  prodigy,  as  one  of  the  curiosities  of  life.  Every  offi- 
cer and  man  employed  on  the  vessels  was  required  to 
appear  in  appropriate  uniform,  wearing  a  badge  to  in- 
dicate his  position.  The  discipline  was  perfect,  and 
the  attention  to  shippers  and  travellers  was  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

Fisk's  line  of  steamers  at  once  became  deservedly 
popular,  and  were  patronized  by  the  travelling  public 
to  an  extent  far  beyond  what  had  been  attained  by  any 
other  line. 

Fisk  was  always  delighted  with  the  opportunity  to 
entertain  the  great  men  of  the  country.  When 
General  McClellan  was  relieved  from  duty  as  com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  feasted 
and  loaded  with  presents  by  bis  admirers,  among  the 
people  of  New  York  and  New  England,  James  Fisk, 
Jr.,  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  all  fawning 
worshippers  of  the  deposed  commander  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  "Little  Mack"  was  precisely  such 
a  man  as  Fisk  could  lionize  with  all  the  zeal  of  the 
reckless  impetuosity  of  his  nature;  and  McClellan 
would  be  greatly  pleased  at  the  fussy  attention  that  a 
man  like  Fisk  would  bestow  upon  him.     For  a  time. 
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therefore,  while  McClellan  was  "  the  rage,"  Fisk  was 
in  his  glory,  and  when  the  furore  subsided,  he  was 
ready  for  a  new  sensation,  which  he  was  at  no  time 
long  in  seeking. 

The  possession  of  a  line  of  steamers  plying  on  the 
Sound,  in  a  route  between  the  metropolis  of  America 
and  the  heart  of  New  England,  afforded  numerous 
opportunities  for  entertaining  distinguished  and  no- 
torious men.  No  opportunity  of  the  sort  was  ever 
allowed  to  pass  unimproved  by  the  Admiral  in  com- 
mand of  the  fleet. 

The  "Peace  Jubilee"  was  celebrated  in  Boston. 
All  the  world  was  going  thither,  and  whoever  went 
or  returned  and  did  not  take  passage  in  "  Fisk's 
Sound  Steamers  "  lost  much  that  was  worth  enjoying 
in  the  way  of  travel. 

Among  those  least  likely  to  overlook  the  pleasures 
of  such  a  route  as  this,  was  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
President  in  New  York  City,  he  was  taken  in  charge 
by  Admiral  Fisk  and  conveyed  to  the  steamer,  and 
conducted  into  one  of  the  grand  saloons,  where  he  was 
introduced  to  Mr.  Jay  Gould  and  others  of  Fisk's 
associates,  who  entertained  in  a  most  sumptuous 
manner,  and  instructed  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation  in  the  art  of  finance,  with  a  view  to  convincing 
him  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  farmers  of  the 
West  to  keep  gold  at  a  high  premium  during  the  time 
the  products  of  the  farms  were  being  sent  to  market  in 
the  fall  of  the  year.  To  cap  ^e  climax  of  this  affair, 
Fisk,  in  full  uniform,  accompanied  President  Grant  to 
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the  Coliseum,  where  the  jubilee  was  held,  and  from 
the  very  audacity  of  the  act,  attracted  more  attention 
from  the  gazing  multitude  than  was  bestowed  upon 
the  President  himself.  Fisk,  however,  was  not  work- 
ing for  empty  honors.  He  saw  from  the  beginning, 
that  he  could,  by  Ciceroning  the  President  from  New 
York  to  Boston  and  back,  gain  immense  advantage 
in  aid  of  his  contemplated  "  Gold  Corner."  He  even 
had  the  boldness  to  suppose  that  he  might  obtain 
from  the  President  a  pledge  to  discontinue  the  sales  of 
gold  in  August  and  September.  Whether  this  could 
be  done  or  not,  Fisk  resolved  to  attempt  it,  and  if  he 
failed,  then  to  play  bluff  on  the  strength  of  a  paraded 
intimacy  with  the  President  and  his  views.  That  is, 
if  he  could  not  obtain  such  a  pledge  as  he  wanted,  he 
could  intimate  that  "  it  is  all  right."  This  insinuation, 
made  at  the  critical  moment,  gave  immense  strength  to 
the  "  Corner,"  but  when,  a  few  hours  later,  it  was 
stated  so  positively  that  the  Government  oiBcers  were 
with  the  conspirators,  that  declaration  invoked  in- 
stantaneous and  irretrievable  ruin.  This,  the  account 
of  the  operations  of  the  "  Gold  Ring,"  in  another 
chapter,  will  fully  set  forth. 

In  1870  the  "  Plymouth  Rock,"  by  far  the  most 
elegantly  finished  and  furnished  steamboat  on  New 
York  waters,  was  launched  for  the  Long  Branch  trade. 
This  vessel  was  the  great  sensation  of  the  season, 
the  pride  of  Admiral  Fisk,  and  the  object  of  admira- 
tion to  all  who  went  on  board.  There  never  was  any- 
thing like  it  in  the  way  of  steamboat  or  ship.  It  sur- 
passed in  size  and  accommodations  all  previous  efforts. 
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and   it  will   be   unequalled    until  some   new  genius 
appears  more  lavish  and  versatile  than  Fisk. 

If  to  these  steamers  be  added  the  ferry  boats,  plying 
between  the  Erie  depot  in  Pavonia  and  Twenty-third 
street,  "  James  Fisk,  Jr.,"  and  "  Jay  Gould,"  the  list 
of  vessels  in  the  Admiral's  fleet  will  be  complete. 
These  ferry  boats,  of  course,  were  far  superior  in  finish 
to  any  other  ferry  boats  in  the  country,  for  whatever 
belonged  to  Fisk  or  was  controlled  by  liim  must  neces- 
sarily outshine  all  else  of  its  kind.  To  this  general 
rule,  the  lerry  boats  were  in  no  sense  exceptions. 
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PISK  AS  A  MILITARY  MAN — COL.  FISK. 

The  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Hailroacl  War — A  battle  of  words— A 
batUe  of  injunctions — A  battle  of  sliellalahs,  stones,  oallis  and  pis- 
tois — Fisk  in  Albany — Scenes  that  are  rare — Fisk  Arrested — Erie 
defeatea— The  coirupt  courts  of  New  York— Tiie  yillany  of  New 
York  judges — Writs,  decrees  and  judgments  bought  and  sold  in  Wall 
street — The  downfall  of  rascality— Fisk  is  chosen  Colonel  of  tlie  Ninth 
Regiment — Great  sensation — The  condition  of  the  Regiment — How 
Col.  Fisk  brought  it  out — Diess  parades — "Camp  Gould,"  Long 
Braoch— Trip  to  Boston— Tlie  alarm  of  tlie  City  Fathers- Fisk  not 
allowed  to  say  liis  prayers  on  Boston  Commons  on  Sunday— He  wor- 
ships in  the  theatre— The  Orangemen's  parade — The  Riot — The  gal- 
lant Ninth  in  actioa — The  mishap  to  the  Colonel — KllJed,  wounded 
and  missing. 

The  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  connecting 
the  Hudson  at  Albany  with  the  Susquehanna  at  Bing- 
hamton,  was  completed  in  January,  \f^69.  The  build- 
ing of  the  road  was  the  result  of  private  enterprise, 
and  the  line  was  intended  to  secure  merely  a  local  pur- 
pose, by  giving  an  outlet  to  the  products  of  the  rich 
section  of  the  State  through  which  it  passed.  It  was 
barely  completed,  however,  when  Fisk  discovered  that 
by  gaining  possession  of  this  line  he  would  be  able  to 
compete  with  Vanderbilt  for  the  trade  between  New 
England  and  the  West.  That  is,  if  the  Erie  Railway 
could  deliver  and  receive  freight  at  Albany,  it  would 
come  directly  in  competition  with  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral. Seeing  this,  Fisk  resolved  to  get  the  prize,  by 
treaty,  by  strategy,  or  by  force. 

tl5) 
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The  managers  of  the  new  road  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  sell  out.  Gould  and  Tisk  then  began  to 
scheme  for  the  capture  of  the  road,  by  the  purchase  of 
stock  and  the  election  of  a  board  of  directors,  at  the 
next  annual  election,  that  would  be  favorable  to  their 
purpose.  The  stock  was  controlled  by  a  few  men,  who 
were  opposed  to  the  Erie  party,  but,  nevertheless,  Fisk 
contrived  by  paying  far  more  than  its  value,  to  get  a 
considerable  quantity  of  it.  There  were  numerous 
sums  held  by  the  towns  along  the  line  of  the  road,  and 
the  struggle  to  gain  possession  of  these  was  sharp  and 
varied.  The  stock  was  in  reality  worth  only  about  20 
cents  on  the  dollar,  but  the  town  officers  were  prohibited 
by  law  from  selling  any  portion  of  it  for  less  than  its 
par  value.  Fisk  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  some 
of  these  town  officers,  whereby  the  stock  was  to  be 
voted  for  his  party,  with  the  understanding  that,  after 
the  election,  he  would  purchase  it  at  par.  When  this 
stock  was  presented  at  the  office  of  the  company  for 
transfer,  the  secretary  refused  to  make  the  transfer, 
unless  evidences  of  actual  sale  were  produced.  This 
of  course  was  virtually  a  defeat  of  the  Erie  scheme ; 
there  was  no  evidence  of  actual  sale  in  existence,  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  there  had  been  no  actual 
sale  of  the  stock  in  question. 

This  action  of  the  secretary  brought  on  a  war  of 
"  Injunctions."  Fisk  h^ld  frequently  felt  the  force  of 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law  descending  upon  his  head 
with  all  the  power  of  judicial  decrees.  But  he  had 
now  become  proprietor  of  one  of  those  anomalous 
establishments  in  New  York, called  a  "Court  of  Jus- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


nSK   AS   A    MILITARY   MAN.  11 

tice."  In  this  he  had  manufactured  to  order  writs 
and  decrees  at  the  shortest  notice,  suited  to  any  case. 
Over  one  of  these  establishments  George  G.  Barnard 
presided.  He  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
propriety  of  yielding  swift  and  implicit  obedience  to 
hia  master,  Fisk,  that  he  never  questioned  the  power 
of  his  machinery  to  produce  any  article  of  legal  docu- 
ment that  "  Prince  Erie  "  should  order,  either  by  mes- 
senger, letter,  or  telegraphic  dispatch.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one,  familiar 
with  the  organization  of  this  admiral  institution,  that 
if  Fisk  had  been  in  Paris,  in  1871,  he  could  have  saved 
that  City  from  invasion,  by  simply  telegraphing  by 
cable,  to  "His  Honor"  Judge  Barnard  for  an  injunc- 
tion forbidding  Van  Moltke  to  open  his  batteries  on 
the  French  capitol.  Had  "  Prince  Erie  "  demanded 
such  an  injunction,  "Hia  Honor"  would  certainly 
have  issued  it.  Precisely  how  the  arrival  of  "  Prince 
Erie  Admiral  Colonel  Fisk  "  at  the  Prussian  Head- 
quarters, armed  with  one  of  Barnard's  formidable 
writs,  would  have  affected  Kaiser  William,  the  Crown 
Prince,  and  the  old  hero.  Von  Moltke,  cannot  well  be 
described.  The  situation  would  have  been  new,  and 
therefore  embarrassing.  The  wily  minister,  Count 
Bismark,  would  have  been  more  familiar  with  the  New 
York  mode  of  warfare,  and  might  have  somewhat 
interfered  with  the  execution  of  the  writ  Of  course 
he  would  have  been  forthwith  indicted  for  contempt 
of  "  His  Honor's  "  court,  a  warrant  would  have  been 
telegraphed  under  the  sea,  and,  unless  he  had  fled  the 
realm,  as  "  Prince  F'ie  "  once  did  to  New  Jersey,  he 
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would  have  been  arrested.  Fortunately  for  the  fate 
of  nations,  both  Fisk  and  Barnard  were  too  much 
engaged  with  their  httle  "business  operations"  in 
New  York  to  care  for  Chasseurs  and  Uhlans,  for 
Emperor  or  Kaiser, 

In  August,  lh69,  the  crisis  in  the  Albany  and  Sus- 
quehanna Railroad  was  approached.  "Prince  Erie" 
ordered  out  an  injunction  from  Baraard's  court,  for- 
bidding Mr.  Joseph  H.  Ramsey,  president  of  the  new 
railroad  company,  from  doing  sundry  and  several 
things  that  interfered  with  the  Erie  party  in  their 
efforts  to  capture  his  road.  Mr.  Ramsey,  it  seems, 
was  a  match  for  Fisk.  He  confronted  him  instantly, 
armed  with  like  weapons.  He  procured  from  Judge 
Parker,  at  Owego,  an  injunction  forbidding  certain 
towns  from  transferring  stock.  Next  day  Erie  had 
this  injunction  of  the  Owcgo  Judge  revoked  and  an 
opposite  order  issued,  commanding  the  transfer  to  be 
made.  Then  followed  another  order  removing  Ram- 
sey from  the  presidency,  and  forbidding  him  from 
acting  as  an  officer  of  the  road. 

The  office  of  the  company  was  in  Albany,  and  Mr, 
Ramsey  stoutly  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  court, 
and  the  police  force  was  called  out  to  preserve  the 
peace.  During  the  night,  the  books  were  removed 
by  the  Ramsey  party,  so  as  to  make  the  transfer  of 
stock  impossible.  Just  as  the  Erie  party  were  about 
taking  possession  of  the  office  on  the  following 
morning,  August  6th,  an  injuction  was  served  on  them, 
forbidding  them  from  acting  as  officers  of  the  company. 
Thus  the.  corporation  was  left  without  officers,  one  set 
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having  been  removed  by  a  New  York  injunction,  and 
the  other  set  by  an  Albany  injunction,  issued  out  of 
Judge,  Peckham's  court. 

This  novel  situation  gave  rise  to  a  sharp  skirmish  for 
the  possession  of  the  unoccupied  ground.  Fisk  tele- 
graphed to  New  York  for  one  of  Barnard's  orders, 
appointing  him  receiver  of  the  company.  The  order 
came,  as  Fisk  knew  it  would  come,  for  he  had  ordered 
his  judge  to  send  it,  and  Fisk's  servants,  from  coach- 
man to  court  officers,  had  learned  to  obey  promptly 
the  commands  of  their  master.  The  order  arrived  at 
Albany  at  midnight.  Fisk  retired,  certain  of  com- 
plete victory  on  the  morrow. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventh,  "Prince  Erie"  pro- 
ceeded to  offices  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna 
Company,  armed  with  his  appointment  as  receiver, 
by  Judge  Barnard,  and  proposed  to  take  possession  at 
once,  and  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Van  Vaulkenburg  was  in  charge  of  the  office,  and  to 
this  gentleman  Fisk  announced  his  purposes.  It  ap- 
pears, the  Ramsey  party  were  likewise  men  of  re- 
sources; they  had  procured  an  order  in  advance  of 
Barnard's,  appointing  Hon.  Robert  H.  Pruyn,  receiver, 
and  of  this  fact  Mr.  Fisk  was  now  informed  by  Van 
Vaulkenberg.  Fisk  attempted  to  dispossess  the  gentle- 
man in  charge,  which  attempt  resulted  in  "  Prince  Erie" 
being  very  inelegantly  thrust  down  stairs,  and,  there- 
after, marched  away  to  the  police  station.  After  this 
unexpected  rout,  Fisk  telegraphed  to  Barnard  for 
more  orders.  In  due  time  an  injunction  came  to 
hand,  forbidding  "  aU  persons  whatsoever "  from  iu- 
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terfering  with  Keceiver  Fisk.  While  attempting  to 
enforce  this  new  order,  Fisk  was  again  arrested,  and 
that  ended  the  battle  for  the  week. 

Fisk  then  went  to  New  York  and  returned  on 
Sunday  night  with  his  satchel  filled  with  injunctions, 
"writs  of  assistance,"  warrants  for  the  arrest  of 
ofienders,  and  such  other  court  helps  as  "  His  Honor" 
conceived  to  be  useful  to  him  in  his  efforts  to  steal  a 
railroad.  When  the  Erie  party  arrived  in  Albany, 
they  found  that  the  Ramsey  men  had  again  out- 
generaled them.  They  had  procured  a  new  supply  of 
injunctions,  restraining  everybody  from  doing  anything 
that  would  in  any  manner  interfere  with  Receiver 
Pruyn  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  A  train  had 
been  sent  from  Albany,  down  the  road,  to  warn 
sheriffs  and  other  officers  of  the  existence  of  these 
orders. 

Fisk,  learning  this,  immediately  telegraphed  to  the 
officers  and  employees  of  the  Erie  Company  at  Bing- 
hamton,  directing  them  to  start  a  train  up  the  road  to 
resist  the  progress  of  the  train  from  Albany.  The  op- 
posing parties  met  near  Bainbridge  station,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Binghamton,  when  the  Erie  train  was  run 
off  the  track  and  captured.  The  Albany  train  proceeded 
onward  till  it  reached  the  tunnel,  fifteen  miles  from 
Binghamton.  There  it  was  confronted  by  another 
of  Fisk's  trains,  with  about  eight  hundred  men,  who 
had  come  out  to  resist,  by  force,  the  advance  of  the 
Ramsey  men,  whose  number  was  about  four  hundred. 

The  trains  were  run  against  each  other  near  the 
tunnel,  and  a  battle  ensued,  in  which  stones  and  clubs 
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were  very  freely  naed,  and  occasional  pistol  shots  were 
fired.  Several  of  the  men  were  wounded.  Several 
bridges  were  bnrned,  the  track  was  torn  up  and  cars 
destroyed.  Finally  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  of 
State  troops,  which  had  been  ordered  out  by  Gov. 
Hoffman,  arrived  on  the  ground  and  dispersed  the 
rioters. 

While  this  disgraceful  and  dastardly  outrage  was 
enacting  at  Binghamton,  Fisfc  again  attempted  to  gain 
possession  of  the  offices  at  Albany  on  an  order  from 
his  tool,  Judge  Barnard,  and  was  again  arrested  for 
conspiring  to  disturb  the  peace.  The  affair  had  now 
reached  a  point  at  which  it  became  necessary  for  the 
State  authorities  to  interfere,  and,  therefore,  Gov. 
Hoffman  declared  the  district  of  the  State  throiigli 
which  the  road  passed  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection, 
took  possession  of  the  line,  placed  over  it  two  officers 
of  his  staff  to  nm  it  as  a  military  road,  until  the  court-? 
could  decide  into  whose  hands  it  should  be  delivered. 
This  disposed  of  the  question  of  possession.  The  war 
of  injunctions  was,  however,  kept  up  during  a  full 
month,  when  the  annual  election  occurred,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  opening  of  two  separate  polls  in  the 
interest  of  the  contending  parties.  Two  sets  of  di- 
rectors were  chosen,  which  only  added  to  the  complica- 
tion. Three  months  later  the  case  came  up  for  trial 
before  Judge  Smith,  at  Rochester,  ending  in  a  verdict 
for  the  Ramsey  party;  the  Erie  party  were  utterly 
defeated.  For  once,  therefore,  Fisk  met  more  than 
his  match,  and  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  himself 
outgeneroled. 
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The  most  humiliating  feature  of  this  disgraceful 
struggle  is  that,  which  exhibits  the  vile  nature  of  the 
New'  York  courts.  There  are  few  places  in  the 
United  States  where  such  conduct  would  be  tolerated. 
The  most  sacred  interests  of  the  people  are  entrusted 
to  the  protection  of  the  judiciary ;  fraud  in  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  is  the  worst  evil  that  can  befall  a 
commonwealth,  and  a  corrupt  judge  is  the  vilest  of  all 
public  officers,  yet  for  years  the  inhabitants  of  New 
York  tamely  submitted  to  the  decrees  of  courts, 
whose  presiding  judges  bartered  and  sold  their  writs 
and  verdicts  with  an  effrontery,  that  from  its  very 
boldness  challenged  the  admiration  of  the  people,  who 
were  plundered  and  oppressed  by  these  mercenary 
scoundrels.  The  day  of  reckoning,  however,  came, 
and  with  it  came  also  the  doom  of  the  felon  upon  the 
heads  of  the  miscreant  offenders. 

Colonel  of  the  JVinih   Eo^iment. 

The  Ofening  of  the  year  1870,  brought  a  new  epi- 
sode in  the  life  of  Fisk.  He  had  been  successful  as  a 
corporation  manager  and  as  a  bold  financier,  but  he 
longed  for  diversion  from  the  severe  routine  of  busi- 
ness. Diversion  without  display  was  distateful  to 
him.  But  he  was  never  long  in  finding  what  he 
sought  for.  After  a  little  manceuvering  on  his  part,  he 
was  elected  Colonel  of  the  "Ninth  Regiment  National 
Guard,  State  of  New  York."  This  regiment  possessed 
a  noble  war  record,  but  it  was  poor,  and  its  ranks  were 
thin.     It  needed  a  colonel,  money  and  excitement  to 
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"bring  it  up."  In  Fisk  these  three  elements  were 
united.  The  announcement  of  his  election  created  a 
great  flutter  in  the  aristocratic  military  circles  of 
New  York ;  the  unfavorable  criticiama  served  only  to 
spiirr  the  Colonel  to  a  determination  to  make  the 
Ninth  the  model  reg:iment  in  the  State.  At  the 
muster  to  receive  the  new  colonel,  less  than  three 
hundred  men  were  present.  Fisk  met  the  men  and 
made  known  his  determination  to  build  up  the  organi- 
zation. He  offered  a  prize  of  $500  for  the  company, 
that  would  show  the  greatest  number  of  recruits  in  a 
given  time.  Under  this  stimulant  recruiting  went 
forward  rapidly,  and  in  a  few  months  the  ranks  of  the 
regiment  were  full. 

On  the  30th  of  August  Colonel  Fisk  took  his  regi- 
ment to  Long  Branch,  where  he  established  "  Camp 
Gould."  Ten  days  were  spent  in  camp,  most  of  the 
time  being  devoted  to  exercises  in  the  manual.  A 
grand  military  ball  was  given  at  the  largest  hotel  at 
"the  Branch,"  and  other  entertainments  were  pro- 
vided  at  the  expense  of  the  generous  hearted  Colonel. 
On  occasions  of  dress-parade  the  sojourners  at  this 
fashionable  resort  would  visit  the  camp  to  witness  the 
exercises  of  the  regiment.  The  men  became  very 
warmly  attached  to  their  commanding  officer;  each 
regarded  him  as  a  personal  friend.  When  the  regi- 
ment returned  to  New  York  and  marched  up  Broad- 
way  and  down  Twenty-third  street,  to  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  it  attracted  marked  attention  from  the 
citizens  who  crowded  these  thoroughfares  to  greet  the 
"  boys  in  blue.'* 
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In  the  sumrnw  of  1811,  Colonel  Fisk  terribly 
shocltpd  tho  pmprirty  of  the  city  fathers  of  Boston, 
by  announcing  that  he  would,  on  the  17tlf  of  Jane, 
visit  that  city  With  his  regiment  If  it  had  been  re- 
ported that  a  regiment  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  rebel 
troops  were  about  to  invade  the  sacred  precincts  of  the 
"  Hub,"  the  staid  Puritans  would  scarcely  have  been 
more  sorely  perplexed.  Fisk  wrote  to  tile  Mayor  of 
Boston  that  he  was  coming.  The  Mayor  laid  Ae  let- 
ter before  the  "  Board  of  Aldermen."  The  lawmakers 
were  alarmed ;  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  about  it, 
so  thej  "laid  the  letter  on  the  table."  The  newspapers 
ridiculed  the  whole  affair,  and  thought  Fisk  had  better 
not  come.  But  over  and  above  all  this  was  Fiek's 
published  declaration,  that  he  was  going,  and  of  course 
he  went,  having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth  to  enter  the  State.  At 
the  appointed  time,  the  New  Yorkers  entered  Boston, 
Were  received  by  the  military  and  obtained  a  hearty 
welcome  from  the  people.  The  Colonel  had  asked  per- 
mission to  hold  religious  services  on  the  Commons  on 
Sunday,  but  was  denied  that  privilege  by  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen.  Precisely  on  what  grottnd  the  refusal 
was  based  has  not  been  made  public.  Why  a  man,  or 
a  regiment  of  men,  should  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
saying  prayers  on  Boston  Commons  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
is  a  secret  locked  in  the  hearts  of  the  lawmakers  and 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  most  picas  city  on  the  conti- 
nent. If  Fisk  and  his  men  were  the  vilest  of  sinneni, 
they  had  great  need  to  pray,  both  on  Boston  Commons 
and  elsewhere,  and  if  on  that  occasion  the  Lord  hod 
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been  pleased  to  cast  the  devils  out  of  them,  there  is 
no  public  ground  for  the  inference,  that  the  said  devils, 
suddenly  cast  out,  would  have  entered  into  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  dwell  there.  At  least  no  intimation 
was  given  that  any  such  fear  of  possible  results  influ- 
enced  the  action  of  the  Board,  or  provoked  the  refusal. 
As  "Prince  Erie"  failed  to  state  what  sort  of  prayers 
he  and  his  regiment  proposed  to  say  on  Boston  Com- 
mons, it  is  barely  possible,  that  the  pious  men  whose 
duty  it  is  to  defend  the  good  name  of  the  fathers,  who 
landed  on  Plymouth  Rock,  had  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
orthodoxy  of  the  "  religious  services  "  that  the  Colonel 
of  the  "Ninth"  might  "hold."  That  "the  Commons" 
should  not  be  profaned,  was  of  the  utmost  importance ; 
that  Fisk  should  say  his  prayers  was  of  little  moment 
to  the  city  fathers.  To  Colonel  Fisk,  however,  the 
matter  was  reversed,  he  had  promised  his  men  that 
they  should  "hold  religious  services  in  Boston  on 
Sunday,"  and  "hold  "  them  they  would.  Being  denied 
the  "Commcms"  and  the  grounds  about  Bunker  Hill 
Monument,  the  regiment  went  to  one  of  the  theatres, 
and  there  were  led  in  the  services  by  the  Chaplain  of 
the  regiment.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  Fisk  ad- 
dressed the  audience,  thanking  the  people  for  the  hos- 
pitahties  that  had  been  extended  to  his  command  and 
publicly  apologized  for  a  failure  to  have  honored  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  with  a  proper  salute,  when  the  regi- 
ment passed  him  on  the  Common  on  Saturday,  saying, 
his  presence  had  not  been  detected  until  it  was  too 
late  to  give  the  order  to  the  men. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  regiment  from  this  ex- 
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cursion  to  the  East,  it  was  called  out  in  actual  and 
severe  service,  to  resist  the  rioters  who  attempted  to 
break  up  the  Orangemen's  parade  on  the  12th  of  July. 
The  duty  performed  on  that  day  was  most  trying,  and, 
among  all  the  regiments,  the  Ninth  suffered  the  se- 
verest loss.  Throughout  the  excitement,  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  with  commendable  gallantry,  though 
it  is  said  the  Colonel  was  considerably  demoralized  bj 
the  assault  of  the  mob  on  the  head  of  his  column. 

The  Parade  of  the  Oi-atigemen—The  Riots, 

In  the  summer  of  1871,  the  societies  of  "Orange- 
men "  in  New  York,  made  preparations  for  their 
annual  parade,  to  take  place  on  the  1 3th  of  July.  The 
"  Orangemen"  are  an  association  of  Protestant  Irish- 
men, who  celebrate  the  struggle  of  their  ancestors  with 
their  ancient  enemies  at  the  battle  of  Aughrim.  The 
Catholic  Irish  in  New  York  resolved  to  prohibit,  or  to 
break  up  the  parade,  and  applied  to  the  city  authori- 
ties to  have  the  celebration  forbidden.  Now,  the  city 
government  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Tammany  "  ring," 
and  Tammany  was  dependent  chiefly  on  the  Irish 
Catholic  vote  for  its  political  power.  Nothing,  there- 
fore, that  the  voters  would  ask  could  be  with  safety 
denied.  Accordingly,  the  superintendent  of  police  was 
instructed  by  the  Tammany  sachems  to  issue  an  order 
forbidding  the  Orangemen  to  parade. 

This  cowardly  surrender  to  the  mob  was  denounced 
in  unmeasured  terms  by  the  entire  respectable  news- 
paper press  of  New  York,  and  indeed  of  the  whole 
lountry.  The  right,  peaceably  to  assemble,  is  accorded 
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to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  Catholic  societies 
pa.-ade  in  the  streets  of  New  York  on  St.  Patrick's 
daj;  German  societies  parade  in  honor  of  foreign 
princes,  and  to  celebrate  the  victories  of  their  country- 
men- Americans  parade  on  national  holidays;  why, 
therebre,  should  Orangemen  be  denied  the  privileges 
accorded  to  all  others  I  The  mob,  the  low  Irish 
Catholc  mob,  uncontrolled  by  priest  or  leader,  but 
impelle4  by  blind,  superstitious  bigotry,  threatened  to 
raise  a  rot  if  the  Orangemen  appeared  on  the  streets. 
It  was  tit  plain  duty  of  the  city  authorities  to  say  to 
the  mob,  'If  you  disturb  the  peace  of  the  city  you 
will  be  puiished — instantly,  severely,  surely  punished. 
The  law  mtst  be  obeyed  ;  the  rights  of  all  classes  will 
be  defended  If  the  Catholic  societies  parade  the 
streets,  they  will  be  protected;  and  if  Protestant  soci- 
eties parade  i,n  the  streets,  they,  also,  shall  be  pro- 
tected by  all  tie  power,  both  civil  and  military,  of  the 
city  and  State"  But  no,  the  cowardly  authorities 
made  no  such  -eply.  They  made  a  disgraceful  sur. 
render  to  the  m(b.  The  storm  of  indignation  invoked 
by  the  surrender,that  came  swiftly  and  suddenly  from 
all  the  people,  strick  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  mis- 
creant rulers.  Tfe  magnates  of  Tammany  quailed, 
trembled  and  repent»d.  This  offensive  order  had  been 
issued  only  after  i\t  route  of  the  parade  had  been 
announced;  but  suci  was  the  force  of  the  popular 
rebuke  on  Tuesday,  hat  before  midnight  the  order 
was  revoked.  The  paade  was  to  take  place  on  the 
following  day,  Wednesc^y,  July  12th.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day,  the  folhwing  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished in  all  the  newspip£-3  ; 
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A  ProclamatioTb,    ■ 

Having  been  only  this  day  apprised,  while  at  the 
Capitol,  of  the  actual  condition  of  things  here  with 
reference  to  proposed  processions  to-morrow,  and 
having,  in  the  belief  that  my  presence  was  needed, 
repaired  hither  immediately,  I  do  make  this  pro- 
clamation. 

The  order  heretofore  issued  by  the  police  autlorities 
in  reference  to  said  processions  having  bem  duly 
revoked,  I  hereby  give  notice  that  any  and  al  bodies 
of  men  desiring  to  assemble  and  march  in  peaceable 
procession  in  this  city  to-morrow,  the  12thinst.,  will 
be  permitted  to  do  so.  They  will  he  proteited  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible  by  the  military  anc  police  au- 
thorities. A  military  and  police  escort  will  be  fur- 
nished to  any  body  of  men  desiring  it,  Oi  application 
to  me  at  my  headquarters  (which  will  be  at  Police 
Headquarters  in  this  city)  at  any  time  curing  the  day. 
I  warn  all  persons  to  abstain  from  iaerference  with 
any  such  assemblage  or  procession  ex<ept  by  authority 
from  me;  and  I  give  notice  that  all  *ie  powers  at  my 
command,  civil  and  military,  will  bf  used  to  preserve 
the  public  peace,  and  to  put  dovn,  at  all  hazards, 
every  attempt  at  disturbance;  aid  I  call  upon  all 
citizens,  of  every  race  and  religi(n,  to  unite  with  me 
and  the  local  authorities  in  this  ietermination  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  and  honor  of  tb  city  and  State. 

Dated  at  New  York,  this  elventh  day  of  July,  A. 

D.  1871. 

JCflN  T.  HOFFMAN. 

By  the  Governor : 

John  D.  Van  BjKEN,  Private  Secretary. 
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The  excitement  on  Wednesday  morning  when  the 
Governor's  proclamation  appeared  was  intense.     The 

rioters  were  sullen  and  defiant,  while  order-loving 
citizens  congratulated  one  another  that  the  city  was 
not  to  be  tamely  surrendered  to  a  mob.  Men  who 
had  little  sympathy  with  Orangeism,  and  even  fell 
that  the  proposed  celebration  was  in  itself  unwise, 
seeing  that  it  was  to  be  made  a  test  of  liberty  as  op- 
posed to  lawlessness,  were  anxious  that  it  should  not 
be  abandoned. 

The  cowardice  of  Tammany  and  the  hesitation  and 
incompetency  of  the  officials  with  which  it  afflicts  New 
York,  brought  terrible  but  natural  fruits  of  shame  and 
of  sorrow  to  the  city.  The  more  than  weak,  the  pusil- 
lanimous surrender  of  Mayor  Hall  to  the  mob,  of 
course,  only  encouraged  it  to  more  desperate  resolution, 
for  it  was  a  thing  to  have  been  conquered  by  defiance ; 
concession  only  gave  it  strength  and  courage  to  act. 
But  after  this  fatal  error  had  been  partially  remedied 
at  the  indignant  demand  of  outraged  public  sentiment, 
mismanagement  almost  as  stupid  led  to  results  as 
painful  though  not  so  momentous  as  those  threatened 
by  the  surrender  would  have  been.  These  disastrous, 
humiliating  consequences  of  weakness  and  ignorance 
form  a  frightful  narrative  of  carnage. 

Threatening  demonstrations  of  the  rioters,  early  on 
Wednesday  morning,  revealed  that  tlie  outraged  cry  of 
the  people  had  not  cured  thpm  as  completely  as  it 
frightened  Tammany.  SuUen  groups  gathered  on  the 
street  corners  in  threatened  districts  or  in  the  localities 
where  the  Irish  reside  in  greatest  numbers.     Among 
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these  groups  women  were  most  eouspicuous  by  the 
vehemence  with  which  they  denounced  Orangemeu, 
police,  and  soldiers  alike  ;  and  children  of  both  sexes 
gathered  about  them,  ignorant  alike  of  their  own 
danger  and  the  desperate  resolution  of  those  about 
them.  The  men  generally  were  gruff  and  silent,  evi- 
dently angry  that  their  opportunities  for  pillage  had 
been  wrested  from  them  by  the  enforced  action  of  the 
men,  whom  they  had  made  Mayor  and  Governor. 
Separate  gangs  of  ruffians,  six  or  eight  in  number, 
moved  from  street  to  street,  eager  alike  for  fight  or 
pillage.  At  the  several  rendezvous  of  the  Hiberntins 
many  bore  rifles  without  effort  at  concealment,  regard- 
less of  the  policemen  on  their  beats,  who  made  no 
attempt  to  disarm  them.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  city 
the  rioters  begun  to  move  southward  at  an  eaily  hour, 
compelling  all  workmen  on  their  routes  to  desist  and 
join  with  them.  In  one  or  two  instances,  movements 
were  made  against  the  houses  of  men  who  had  pro- 
tected the  Orangemen  during  the  riots  of  last  year, 
but  as  the  rioters  were  without  leadership  they  gradu- 
iilly  dispersed  before  carrying  their  threats  into  execu- 
tion. Attacks  were  made  by  the  rioters  on  one  or  two 
armories  where  arms  were  known  to  be  stored,  but  the 
resistance  of  a  few  determined  policemen  cowed  the 
mob.  The  rioters  were  vicious  and  fierce  enough  for 
any  purpose,  but  it  was  plain  that  they  were  without 
the  organization  they  had  boasted.  Still  their  demon- 
strations were  so  threatening  before  ten  o'clock,  that 
the  police  were  compelled  to  seize  Hibernia  Hall,  and 
Gen.    Shaler    called   for  a  regiment   of  troops  from 
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Brooklyn,  where,  as  in  Jersey  City,  all  had  been  com- 
paratively quiet. 

AVhile  the  mob  was  without  direction,  divided  coun- 
sels almost  wholly  destroyed  the  effectiveness  of  the 
troops  and  police.  There  docs  not  appear  to  have 
been  perfect  consonance  of  action  between  the  super- 
intendent of  police  and  the  commander  of  the  militia, 
and  to  this  fact  will  eventually  be  traced  many  of  the 
blunders  which  have  aided  to  make  the  riot  most  seri- 
ous in  its  consequences.  Both  police  and  troops  werff 
eager  to  do  their  full  duty  ;  there  was  no  sympathy  in 
the  ranks  with  rioters. 

About  nuon  the  fact  became  known  that  the  Orange- 
men had  resolved  to  parade,  starting  from  their  lodge 
room  in  Eighth  avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  street,  and 
thither  the  rioters  from  all  points  in  the  city  began  to 
concentrate.  Many  marched  in  large  bodies  through 
the  principal  streets,  undispersed.  A  large  police  forte 
had  previously  been  sent  there,  and  tliese  kept  the 
rioters  at  a  distance.  Later  in  the  day  five  regimen(,s 
of  troops  mirched  to  the  same  point,  and  by  tWo 
o'clock  the  entire  brigade  and  a  large  body  of  police 
had  formed  in  Eighth  avenue,  hemmed  in  at  all  the 
cross  streets  by  an  angry  mob. 

Soon  after  the  Orangemen  made  their  apperance  in 
the  street,  preparatory  to  taking  their  places  in  the 
line  of  march,  the  mob  in  Twenty-ninth  street  began 
hooting,  and  the  police  at  once  put  them  to  flight. 
Subsequently,  Twenty-eighth  street  was  cleared  in  the 
same  way,  the  police  acting  with  great  spirit.  But 
the  rioters  soon  returned    to  the  pbcr-s  from  whicli 
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thev  had  been  driven,  and  prepared  to  renew  their 
liooting,  or  to  indulge  in  more  violent  demonstrations. 
A  few  shots  were  fired  from  houses  in  the  avenue, 
before  the  procession  moved,  the  police  in  one  instance 
returning  the  fire  by  a  single  shot,  but  nothing  really 
serious  occurred  until  the  head  of  the  line  had  reached 
Twenty-third  street  and  the  Orangemen  were  opposite 
Twenty-fourth  street.  Here  they  were  fired  upon 
from  a  tenement  house  on  the  corner  of  Twenty-fourth 
street.  But  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  shots  were 
discharged  in  all,  and  none  of  them  apparently  took  , 
effect  on  troops  or  policemen.  The  84th  Regiment, 
however,  immediately  and  excitedly  discharged  their 
weapons  at  the  house  and  at  the  crowd  in  the  avenue 
and  along  the  street.  They  had  previously  loaded 
with  ball  cartridge  in  the  open  street,  as  if  to  intimi- 
date the  rioters,  and  the  effect  of  their  fire  was  mur- 
derous. At  the  same  time  the  9th  and  6th  Regi- 
ments in  the  rear  of  the  Orangemen  also  began  firing 
indiscriminately,  sweeping  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-sixth, 
Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty-eighth  streets,  the  ex- 
treme rear  of  the  9th  firing  a  few  shots  up  Eighth 
avenue  into  the  platoon  of  policemen  who  were  sta- 
tioned at  Twenty-ninth  street.  The  troops  of  the  t  th, 
9th  and  84th  Regiments  were  for  a  moment  com- 
pletely demoralized  and  broken;  their  firing  was  as 
wild  as  it  was  uncalled  for,  and  wholly  without  order. 
They  soon  recovered  from  their  momentary  panic, 
however,  and  reforming,  marched  on  again  leaving  a 
hundred  or  more  dead  and  wounded  men,  women  and 
children  behind  them.    The  side  streets  from  Twenty- 
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fifth  street  to  Twenty-eighth  streets  were  instantly 
cleared  of  all  but  those  unable  to  fly,  the  rioters  aban- 
doning their  friends  without  compunction.  They 
abandoned  also  the  conflict. 

No  further  attempt  was  made  to  obstruct  the  march 
of  the  Orangemen  and  their  escort.  The  riot  was  sup- 
pressed by  this  single  volley,  and  the  most  desperate 
and  drunken  of  the  mob  could  not  be  induced  to  re- 
sume the  fight.  It  was  a  terrible  remedy  to  apply, 
for  ten  innocent  persons  (if  indeed  idlers  on  such  oc- 
casion can  be  called  wholly  guiltless)  suffered  for  every 
rioter  shot ;  but  it  was  terribly  efiective.  The  mob 
sought  safety  in  Seventh  and  Ninth  avenues,  and  not 
one  of  the  cowardly  scoundrels  returned  to  aid  their 
wounded  friends. 

Almost  the  first  shot  that  was  fired  by  the  mob  at 
Twenty-sixth  street,  struck  Henry  C.  Page,  business 
manager  of  Fisk's  Opera  House,  and  a  private  in  Com- 
pany K,  9th  Regiment,  killing  him  instantly.  Colo- 
nel Fisk  ran  to  save  him  from  fidling,  and  received  a 
blow  with  an  iron  implement  above  the  ankle,  which 
disabled  him.  He  was  taken  away  in  a  carriage  by 
Jay  Gould,  and  was  attended  by  the  9th  Regiment 
Surgeon,  Br.  Pollock.  The  locality  of  the  house  to 
which  Fisk  was  taken  was  kept  a  secret,  as  the  mob 
threatened  to  take  the  life  of  any  of  the  members  of 
the  9th  Regiment  whom  they  could  catch,  and  especi- 
ally that  of  Colonel  Fisk. 

As  the  gray  of  the  evening  settled  down  upon  the 
scene  of  the  day's  bloodshed,  a  strange  vnld  pic- 
ture, from  the  roughest  mould  of  humanity,  was  pre- 
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aented.  Crowds  of  excited  men  stood  upon  the  coraerB, 
thronged  the  crossings,  blocked  up  the  sidewalks, 
gazed  up  at  the  shattered  windows,  or  contemplated 
the  effects  of  the  firing  as  seen  in  the  bullet-holes  in 
the  doors  and  shutters  on  the  ground  floors.  A  large 
number  of  hats  belonging  to  the  slain  were  collected 
on  the  south  east  comer  of  Twenty-fifth  street  and 
Eighth  avenue,  and  at  these,  all  bespattered  more  or 
less  with  blood  and  brains,  a  large  crowd  gazed  as  if 
fascinated. 

The  progress  of  the  street  cars  was  in  many  casi?s 
greatly  impeded,  and  the  presence  of  a  large  body  cpf 
police  was  necessary  to  keep  even  the  semblance  of 
order.  No  attempt  was  made  to  disperse  any  of  the 
crowds  upon  the  comers,  and  the  air  was  heavy  with 
the  pent-up  thunder  of  a  riot  which  threatened  at 
any  moment  to  break  out  anew.  Wild-lookiug  and 
bareheaded  women  were  in  the  midst  of  the  throng, 
cursing  when  the  men  blasphemed  and  swearing  ven- 
geance as  their  companions  did.  The  stores  which  had 
been  closed  during  the  afternoon  were  not  opened. 
The  streets  were  gloomy  and  dismal  in  the  extreme. 
The  shutters  of  some  of  the  stores  on  the  east  side  of 
Eighth  avenue  were  hterally  riddled  with  balls.  At 
No.  316  there  were  ten  bullets  in  the  doors  and 
shutters.  The  adjoining  stores  were  almost  as  badly 
pierced. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  the  riot 
was  forty-eight.  The  number  of  wounded  was  one 
hundred  and  thirty  four.  The  funerals  of  the  sol- 
diers, who  were  slain  by  the  mob  were  conducted  with 
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all  the  solemn  ceremony  of  military  usage.  The 
number  of  killed  in  the  regiments  was  four,  and  but 
few  were  wounded.  The  casualties  were  chiefly 
among  the  rioters  and  the  idle  spectators  who  thronged 
the  streets. 

The  blood  of  the  victims,  numbering  nearly  two 
hundred  men,  women  and  children,  rests  upon  the 
heads  of  the  Tammany  rules,  A.  Oikey  Hall,  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  surrendered  to  the  mob, 
forced  his  creature  at  the  Police  Headquarters  to  make 
proclamation  of  the  fact,  and  so  invited  Wednesday's 
work.  John  T.  Hoffman,  Governor  of  New  York, 
made  public  no  eft'ort  to  spare  the  city  from  mob 
rule  until  the  morning  of  the  riot.  The  guilt  of  Mayor 
Hall  is  undeniable,  and  not  denied.  That  of  Gover- 
'  nor  Hoffman  is  equally  clear,  unless  he  can  convince 
the  people,  whose  trust  he  seems  to  have  betrayed, 
that  he  acted  with  all  the  vigor  he  could  command, 
the  moment  he  knew  the  danger.  Write  on  the 
tombstone  of  Wednesday's  victims,  "  Murdered  by 
the  criminal  management  of  Mayor  A.  Oakey  Hall," 
Make  rigid  inquisition  of  blood  before  admitting  that 
the  name  of  Governor  John  T.  Hoffman  shall  not  be 
added  to  the  inscription. 

The  lesson  of  the  riot  is  thus  written  down  by  one 
of  the  ablest  and  wisest  of  living  journalists,* 

"The  telegraph  has  borne  over  land  and  sea  the 
tidings  of  last  Wednesday's  riot  and  its  bloody  re- 
sults.     The  thoughtless  will  infer  that  New  York  is 
subject  to  the  sway  of  its  worse  elements,  when  in 
♦Horace  Greeley  of  the  Nevi  York  Tribune. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


98  LIFE   OF   JAMES    FISK,   JB. 

truth  the  very  contrary  was  demonstrated.  That  we 
have  such  elements  in  unusual  abundance  and  propor- 
tion— the  drainage  of  European  jails,  fugitives  from 
the  quest  of  European  sheriffs  and  police— is  un- 
doubted. There  are  not  less  than  5U,000  denizens 
of  our  city  who  live  by  crime  only — who  have  no  idea 
of  living  otherwise.  Probably  twice  that  number  live 
by  pandering  to  lewdness,  intoxication,  and  other  forms 
of  degrading  sensuality  ;  and  from  this  to  outright 
felony  the  transition  is  easy  and  frequent.  Together 
with  their  habitual  dupes  and  victims  through  the 
slavery  of  perverted  appetite,  these  classes  are  very 
strong  in  this  community;  and  they  furnish  material 
for  a  riot  as  naturally  as  boys  run  to  a  fire.  But 
numerous  as  they  are,  the  dangerous  classes  form  but 
a  small  fraction  of  our  city's  vast  population,  of  whom 
at  least  three-fourths,  including  nearly  all  who  live  by 
useful  industry,  are  instinctively  on  the  side  of  law 
and  order,  and  ready  to  prove  it  by  their  acts.  The 
bloody  riot  of  Wednesday  showed  this,  and  demon- 
strated in  addition  these  cheering  truths  : 

I.  There  is  no  need  that  a  riot  should  ever  be  en- 
dured or  permitted.  To  prevent  it,  it  is  only  requisite 
that  the  official  guardians  of  the  public  peace  shall 
never  pander  or  truckle  to  the  mob  spirit,  but  make 
it  always  and  everywhere  clear  that  they  will  in  no 
case  fail  to  regard  and  treat  a  rioter  as  their  deadly 
foe,  whom  they  have  no  wish  to  conciliate,  but  stand 
ready  to  extinguish  if  they  must.  Palavering  a  mob, 
whether  before  or  during  a  riot,  is  cowardice  in  the 
iace  of  the  enemy  and  treason  to  a  high  trust.      The 
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only  language  in  which  men  in  authority  should  ad- 
dress rioters  rans  thus :  "  You  scoundrels  !  drop  your 
"  missiles  and  weapons  this  instant,  and  disperse,  oi 
"  you  shall  be  peppered  with  volleys  of  musketry 
"  forthwith,  and  plowed  by  gi-ape  and  canister  so  soon 
"  as  we  can  hurry  up  the  big  guns!"  Tenderness 
toward  such  villains  is  cruelty  to  law-abiding  people. 

II.  Authority  will  always  be  respected  so  long  as  it 
is  respectable.  Gov.  Randolph  had  just  such  elements 
of  disorder  to  denl  with  as  our  rulers ;  yet  the  Orange- 
men paraded  wherever  they  chose  in  New  Jersey,  and 
no  one  was  hurt  or  frightened.  Irish  Catholics  are  a 
mighty  host  in  Jersey  City,  Newark,  Paterson,  New 
liruiiswick,  &c.,  yet  the  Orangemen  were  not  molested 
wherever  and  however  they  saw  fit  to  honor  the 
triumph  of  William  over  James.  It  would  have  been 
just  the  same  here  had  our  rulers  been  Kandolphs. 

III.  Of  all  the  calamities  that  enfeeble  and  destroy 
a  State,  divided  vacillating  counsels  are  the  most 
swiftly  ruinous.  The  Hall-Kelso  veto  of  the  Orange- 
men's parade  was  atrocious;  hut  that  alone  would  not 
have  bred  a  riot,  because  the  Orangemen  would  have 
bowed  to  it,  protesting  against  the  outrage,  and  given 
up  their  parade.  We  should  have  had  the  triumph 
of  usurpation  to  deplore,  but  no  butchery.  But  when 
the  Mayor  proclaimed  one  day  that  the  Orangemen 
should  not  parade,  and  the  Governor  on  the  next  pro. 
claimed  that  they  should  if  they  chose,  and  he  would 
see  that  they  were  protected  in  so  doing — ^this  later 
manifesto  appearing  on  the  very  morning  of  the 
Orange    anniversuiy — a  riot  was  inevitable.      Either 
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the  Maj-or  or  the  GoveTnor,  had  he  alone  spoken, 
would  have  been  obeyed  ;  since  they  both  demon- 
strated, and  in  exactly  opposite  directions,  they  could 
not  be. 

IV.  Given  a  nucleus,  a  rallying-point,  the  forces  of 
law  and  order  must  always  immensely  preponderate 
over  those  of  their  natural  antagonists.  Here  was  a 
riot  instigated  and  impelled  by  traditional  devotion  to 
Homan  Catholicism  ;  yet  the  Koman  Catholic  Arch- 
bishop and  clergy  promptly  and  vigorously  denounced 
and  reprobated  it.  We  are  confident  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  Catholics  of  our  city  heeded  the  coun- 
sels and  obeyed  the  injunctions  of  their  chief  pastor, 
deeming  them  sound  and  wise.  The  police  and  mili- 
tary of  our  city  are  largely  composed  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics, who  obeyed  the  call  of  duty  as  cheerfully  and 
thoroughly  as  any  Protestant.  There  was  no  flinch- 
ing any  where  at  any  point  below  the  Mayor's  office. 
And,  whenever  it  was  understood  by  the  rioters  that 
the  militia  would  fire,  and  that  each  cartridge  included 
a  ball,  the  riot  was  over. 

V.  Politics  will  not  mislead  our  people  very  far. 
So  far  as  we  could  see  or  learn,  Oakey  Hall's  sur- 
render in  advance  to  the  rioters  was  as  promptly  and 
as  vehemently  denounced  by  American  Democrats  as 
by  Republicans. 

VI.  Men  called  out  to  face  an  angry  mob  as  militia 
must  not  be  cxppcted  nor  asked  to  illustrate  the  prin- 
ciple of  non-resistance;  for  they  will  not.  It  is  possible 
that  veteran  regulars,  led  by  officers  they  both  loved 
and  feared,  might  for  a  time  be  subject!.'d  to  a  shower 
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of  brick-bats,  paring-stones,  pistol-shots,  &c.,  from  a 
riotous  mob  immensely  outnumbering  them ;  but 
militia  will  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  When  dangerous 
missiles  are  rained  upon  their  heads  from  crowded 
streets  and  house-tops,  they  will  shoot,  orders  or  no 
orders;  and,  if'  you  object  to  this,  you  must  manage 
to  get  on  without  them.  If  called  out  to  preserve  the 
public  peace  at  peril  of  their  lives,  they  will  stand 
nothing  stronger  than  a  shower  of  dead  cats.  When- 
ever the  heads  of  a  dozen  of  them  have  been  laid 
open,  they  will  object  to  the  performance  going  on 
without  their  being  allowed  to  participate  :  if  permis- 
sion for  this  is  not  accorded,  they  will  take  it. 

VII.  Finally,  there  must  he  no  more  riots.  Let  it 
be  understood  that  the  first  shot  fired  at  police  or 
militia,  acting  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  will  be 
answered  by  bullets,  the  next  by  grape,  and  riots  will 
henceforth  be  as  rare  here  as  at  St.  Petersburg. 


THE   FLIGHT   OP   FISK. 

Jim  Fisk  arose  from  drearaa  of  wrath, 
In  purple-dyed  sublimity,* 

And  took  his  usual  morning  bath 
With  soap  and  equanimity. 

Then,  girding  him  for  cruel  war, 
He  buckled  round  his  puny  form 

His  bright,  expensive  cimetar, 

And  donned  his  first-class  uniform. 

*  Mrs.  Browning. 
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He  was  to  lead  tlie  Xintli  without 
Of  liorse  or  li^rlit  artillery. 

And  Mayor  Hall  had  called  him  out 
For  "qualities  ancillary." 


But  as  the  Ninth  moved  forward,  then 
He  did  not  lead  the  column,  for 

He'd  been  compelled  to  leave  his  men — 
That's  what  ihey  looked  so  solemn  for. 

'Twas  not  another  Erie  rote, 
Appointment  of  a  lover,  nor— 

He'd  gone  to  stop  his  Jersey  boat 
By  order  of  the  Governor, 

Bot  hearing  now  through  rolling  drums 
Their  voice,  he  joins  them  speedily, 

Reflecting  deeply  as  he  comes 
Upon  the  Riot  Tweed-ily. 

No  sabre  de  mon  pere  he  wore, 
No  coat,  which  was  improperer  ; 

Thermometer  at  94 — 
He'd  left  thepi  at  the  Opera. 

No  matter  now,  the  line  was  dressed 

Just  opposite  the  Armory, 
While  close  upon  the  soldiers  pressed 

Of  rioters  a  "  swarmery." 

These  bore  a  scowling  aspect,  which 
No  London  rough  or  navvy  knew  ; 

And  now  Fisk  saw  three  thosand  sioh 
Come  rushing  down  the  avenue. 
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A  moment,  and  the  row  broke  out. 
The  rumpus  and  the  rioting, 

Sticks,  bricks,  and  bullets  flew  about, 
All  nervous  folk  disquieting. 

Without  Ms  hat,  withoat  his  sword. 
He  rushed  into  the  thick  of  it, 

Till,  in  a  moment,  he  was  floored. 
And  very,  very  sick  of  it. 


His  comrades  coming  to  his  aid. 
And  finding  him  quite  quakery, 

His  manly  person  straight  conveyed 
To  a  convenient  bakery. 


But  sncli  determined  strength  of  mind. 

Such  resolution  still  is  his. 
Though  crippled,  he  ne'er  looked  behind— 

His  case  was  like  Acbilles's, 


And  taking  np  bis  foot,  he  ran — 

Wliat  stanch,  unyielding  will  he  had  !— 

More  rapidly  than  any  man 
That's  mentioned  in  the  Hiad. 


His  comrades'  voices  rent  the  air — 
"  For  ankle  smashed  what  speed  it  is  !" 

They  shouted,  "  Ge  n'esi  pas  la  guerre, 
Mais  c'est  superbe,  indeed  it  is  !" 

Oh,  where  was  then  his  eoach-and-four  ? 

Why  should  he  not  have  sent  for  it  ? 
He  saw  instead  an  open  door. 

And  instant'.y  he  went  for  it. 
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On  through  tbe  hall  into  the  yard 
He  sped  with  strange  temerity  ; 

But  here  a  fence  his  progress  barred, 
And  cLecked  his  high  celerity. 


An  empty  barrel  stood  at  hand 

(There  seems  no  kind  of  doubt  of  it), 

With  which  our  hero  quickly  planned 
A  way  of  getting  out  of  it. 

For  still  resolved  to  hurry  hence. 

He  with  one  hand  the  barrel  held. 
And  leaping  on  it,  jumped  the  fence 
In  manner  quite  unparalleled. 

Fence  after  fence,  yet  unappalJed, 
He  leaped  them  rather  quieter, 
And  through  a  basement  window  crawled 
To  come  upon  a  rioter. 

A  dressing  he  received  from  Pat, 

But  this  was  not  inimical — 
Old  coat,  old  pantaloons,  old  hat, 

Which  made  him  pantomimieal. 

A  New  Departure  now  he  ruled — 
How  blest  to  make  a  ride  of  it ; 

A  passing  cab  contained  Jay  Goald  I 
And  so  he  got  inside  of  it. 

Thence  to  the  HofTman  House  they  drove: 
But  as  the  mob  still  harried  him. 

To  Sandj'  Hook,  our  downj'  cove, 
A  steamer  quickly  carried  him. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


FISK    AS    A    MILITARY    MAN 

At  last,  supported  by  his  friend, 

His  wita  beclouded,  waxy,  dense, 
Long  Branch  he  reached,  the  happy  e 
Of  all  his  morning  accidents. 


And  now  t'will  be  the  final  sum 
Of  all  incompreliensibles, 

If.Fighting  Fisk  should  not  become 
Field-Marshal  of  tlie  Fencibles. 


Who  struck  the  blow  that  laid  Fisk  low 

Bemaina  a  hidden  mystery  ; 
His  name,  bedad,  a  Mac  or  0,* 

Will  ne'er  be  writ  in  history. 

But  happily  this  thing  is  plain  : 

To  keep  whatever  pledge  he  meant, 

He  did  not  seek  to  strike  the  Braine 
Of  that  intrepid  regiment. 

•  Not  Maqucreau. 

Harper's  Weekly. 
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CHAPTER  VH. 

THE   GOLD   RING. 

The  Great  "  Corner  in  Gold"— How  Fisk  made  "  Wall  Street  Pay." 

In  the  summer  of  1869,  a  number  of  Wall  street 
brokers  combined  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in 
gold.  Specie  was  selling;  at  131  and  it  was  believed 
by  forming  a  "corner"  in  gold,  it  could  be  driven  up 
at  least  20  or  30  cents  higher.  Jay  Gould  was  the 
originator  and  leader  of  the  combination.  Efforts 
were  made  to  convince  President  Grant,  that  a  rise 
in  gold  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  during 
the  fall  of  the  year,  while  the  grain  and  produce 
was  going  to  market.  These  efforts  were  not  en- 
tirely successful.  Nevertheless,  certain  circum- 
stances indicated  that  treasury  ofBcers  expected  a 
rise  in  gold,  and  therefore  the  operators  inferred, 
that  the  Government  would  not  sell  large  sums  of 
gold,  merely  to  break  down  the  price. 

Gould  and  his  associates  bought  gold  freely  in 
August  and  during  the  first  three  weeks  in  Sep- 
tember, driving  the  price  to  137.  The  Government 
made  its  usual  sales  in  August  and  September,  and 
the  price  fell  back  to  131  ;  this  alarmed  part  of  the 
clique,  and  upon  a  sudden  rise  they  sold  out, 
deserting    Gould  in  the  hour  of  trial.     This  was 
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the  29d  day  of  September.  During  that  day  gold  had 
risen  from  137  in  the  morning  to  141  at  the  hour  for 
closing.  It  was  in  this  rise  that  Gould's  weak  associ- 
ates deserted  him,  leaving  the  brunt  of  the  battle  to  be 
borne  on  his  own  shoulders.  At  the  close  of  business 
on  Wednesday,  Gould  called  on  his  friend,  James  Fisk, 
Jr.,  to  help  him  through.  An  arrangement  was  agreed 
upon,  and  on  Thursday  morning  "  Prince  Erie"  stepped 
into  the  "  Gold  room,"  a  terror  to  the  crowd  of  bears 
that  occupied  the  floor.  The  appearance  of  Fisk  was 
an  unmistakable  indication  of  sharp  work  and  broken 
fortunes ;  nevertheless  his  opposers  resolved  to  present  a 
bold  front,  and  did  so  during  the  entire  day.  The  whole 
financial  interests  of  the  city  were  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment, the  centre  being  in  the  Gold  Room,  where  from 
half-past  eight  in  the  morning  until  nearly  dark,  the 
bulls  and  bears  bellowed  and  roared  with  marvellous 
vigor  of  lung.  First  the  hears  gained  a  slight  advan- 
tage, at  one  time  crushing  the  price  down  from  one 
forty-two  and  a  half,  to  one  forty-one  in  a  twinkling ; 
but'before  they  had  time  to  glory  in  their  victory  the 
bulls  rallied  in  force,  and  in  a  second  the  indicator 
turned  upward.  Every  rise  was  greeted  with  groans 
and  yells,  and  cheers,  and  cries  of  exultant  delight. 
Around  the  fountain  in  the  Gold  Eoom,  where  the 
brokers  do  their  buying  and  selling — sometimes 
"doing"  each  other  as  well — the  scene  recalled  the 
stirring  times  of  the  war,  when  a  rise  or  fall  of  ten 
per  cent,  was  not  unusual. 

The  voices  of  the  contending  parties  could  be  heard 
plainly  in  Broadway. 

Opposite  the  Gold  Eoom,  near  the  Bank  Exchange, 
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on  New  street,  a  multitude  of  outsiders  gathered  parly 
in  the  morning — an  hour  before  the  opening  of  the 
Board— and  renewed  the  old-time  Fport  of  betting  on 
the  indicator.  One  man,  when  the  Gold  Room  indi- 
cator marked  one  hundred  and  forty-one  and  three- 
quarters  per  cent,  premium,  wagered  twenty  dollars 
that  it  would  show  forty-two  within  three  minutes. 
"Taken,"  said  another,  and  out  came  watches,  and 
the  gamblers  watched  the  indicator  with  profound 
interest,  as  though  they  had  two  millions  at  stake 
instead  of  twenty  dollars.  During  the  whole  daj, 
this  betting  was  kept  up  and  large  amounts  changed 
hands.  One  bet  of  twenty  to  fifty  dollars  that  during 
the  day  the  indicator  would  make  a  "clean  jump" 
of  one-half  per  cent,  premium,  was  eagerly  taken. 

It  was  a  significant  fact  that  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  brokers  arrived  at  the  Gold  Room  before  8.;i0 
A.  M.,  and  before  nine  gold  was  sold  in  large  amounts 
and  at  figures  considerably  in  advance  of  the  quota- 
tions of  Wednesday  night. 

The  brokers  were  exhausted  by  heavy  dealings, 
and  the  market,  though  continuing  active,  closed 
depressed  and  uninviting.  Early  in  the  day  gold 
opened  at  one  hundred  and  forty-one  and  five-eighths 
per  cent,  premium,  but  quickly  dropped  one-half 
per  cent.,  when,  under  the  infiuence  of  the  well- 
authenticated  rumors  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  No- 
vember interest,  a  large  short  interest  was  created, 
the  amounts  ofi'ered  being  taken  by  the  bulls.  About 
eleven  o'clock   the  appearance  of  a  prominent  bull 
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operator  in  the  room  was  the  signal  for  an  upward 
movement,  and  the  price  suddenly  rose  from  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  and  three-eighths  to  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  and  one-quartel:  per  cent,  premium. 
From  this  point,  the  bears  having  been  temporarily 
demoralized,  a  further  rapid  rise  was  effected,  with 
little  opposition,  until  the  quotation  reached  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  per  cent,  premium,  when  the  bears 
rallied  in  force  and  a  desperate  struggle  ensued. 

In  less  time  than  required  to  record  these  changes, 
the  price  fluctuated  between  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  and  one-quarter  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
and  seven-eighths  per  cent,  premium,  finally  ranging 
at  one  hundred  and  forty-three  and  one-half  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  and  one-quarter  per  cent, 
premium.  The  bulls,  having  proved  themselves 
sufficiently  powerful  to  control  the  market,  quietly 
riisted  on  their  laurels,  awaiting  a  further  attack,  but 
keeping  the  price  steady  at  the  advanced  quotations. 

The  tactics  adopted  by  the  bull  cliques  are  some- 
what novel  in  the  history  of  gold  speculation.  They 
keep  cash  gold  abundant,  and  the  rates  for  carrying 
easy,  thus  courting  a  larger  short  interest,  which,  as 
fast  as  put  out,  they  are  quick  to  take  advantage  of 

At  noon  the  bears  made  another  attempt  to  break 
the  market  by  refusing  to  buy  of  or  sell  to  the  bulls ; 
and  while  this  was  continued,  the  anomaly  was  pre- 
sented of  offerings  of  gold  to  any  but  the  bull  clique 
at  one  hundred  and  forty-two  and  one-half,  while  the 
bulls  were  bidding  one  hundred  and  forty-three  per 
cent,  premium  at  the  same  time.     This  last  effort  of 
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the  bears  proving  ineffectual,  they  quietly  withdrew 
from  the  contest,  though  watching  for  a  favorable 
opp/)rtunity  to  renew  the  attack. 

On  the  foBowing  day  a  terrific  hurricane  swept 
over  Wall  street.  Broad  street,  New  street,  and  Ex- 
change place  were  strewn  with  wrecks.  Every  gold 
and  stock  broker  wore  a  pallid  face.  Moneyed  men 
rushed  about  the  streets  as  if  insane.  The  gold  excite- 
ment during  the  war  and  the  fearful  bank  panic  of 
1857  were  thrown  into  the  shade.  The  dealings  in 
gold  absorbed  everybody's  attention,  and  stocks  were 
comparatively  of  no  account. 

The  bulls  in  gold  had  gained  courage.  The  gold 
clique  were  satisfied  that  they  stood  upon  a  firm 
foundation,  and  resolved  to  make  a  determined  onset. 
A  Washington  telegram  announcing  that  Secretary 
BoutweU  had  refused  to  sell  his  surplus  gold  in  order 
to  relieve  the  stringency  of  the  money  market,  had 
been  backed  up  by  private  despatches  to  the  same 
effect.  It  was  positively  averred  that  the  distinguished 
bankers  who  had  urged  the  Secretary  to  this  course 
had  been  met  with  a  flat  refusal.  The  thing  seemed 
to  be  settled.  The  bull  clique,  who  held  all  the  avail- 
able gold,  at  once  decided  that  the  market  should  be 
forced  to  the  highest  point  The  sales  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel  on  the  previous  evening  had  given  them 
renewed  confidence.  They  felt  satisfied  that  their  net 
was  too  strong  to  be  broken. 

"  We  have  it  in  our  power  to  put  gold  up  to  two 
hundred,  and  we  mean  to  do  it,"  said  one  of  the  lead- 
ing operators  of  the  ring  early  in  the  morning.     They 
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attempted  it  and  failed  disastrously  through  Secretary 
BoutweE's  announcement  of  his  intention  to  buy  in 
four  millions  of  bonds.  The  balls  deny  that  this  was 
the  cause  of  their  overthrow,  but  the  fact  is  self-evi- 
dent They  had  blown  up  their  bubble  to  its  utmost 
extent,  and  on  the  mere  announcement  of  Secretary 
Boutwell's  intention  it  burst  like  a  clap  of  thunder. 

Before  9  a.  m.,  both  Broad  and  New  streets  were 
filled  with  outside  operators.  They  seemed  to  snuff 
the  approaching  battle  in  the  very  air.  Their  white 
hats,  with  mourning  bands,  shook  with  excitement,  and 
they  flourished  their  little  books  in  the  air  as  if  confi- 
dent of  ivinning  a  fortune  in  no  time.  Every  man  had 
his  own  httle  rumor,  and  indu-itriously  circulated 
it  among  his  friends.  "  Gold  !  gold  ! " — this  was  all 
the  talk.  The  indicator  in  front  of  the  Gold  Room, 
which  resembles  a  time-board  at  a  race-course,  looked 
at  the  crowd  in  dumb  silence,  but  it  was  to  announce 
the  death  knelt  of  many  an  ardent  fortune-seeker  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  day. 

At  9  A.  M.  the  bidding  began  on  the  street.  Gold 
was  offered  at  one  hundred  and  forty-five,  and  was 
snapped  up  on  the  instant.  Down  it  went  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  and  a  half  in  a  twinkling,  and 
was  back  to  one  hundred  and  forty-five  witliin  a  half 
minute.  The  street  became  intensely  excited.  Men 
grew  nervous.  Up  went  the  precious  metal  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  and  one-eighth  at  a  single  jump. 
Then  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  close  on  the 
heels  of  these  figures  one  hundred  and  forty-eight, 
.*!  spasmodic  yell  arose  from  the  crowd  at  this  result. 
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Men  began  to  shriek  and  shout  and  flourish  their  little 
books  more  violently  than  ever.  The  bears  on  the 
street  made  a  tremendous  rally,  and  back  gold  went  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven.  Another  rush  of  the 
bears,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six  and  a  half  was 
reached.  Confusion  ensued.  Everybody  seemed  to 
bid  and  offer  at  the  same  time,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  grew  out  of  the  smoke.  In  a  second  one 
hundred  and  fifty  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  a  half 
was  reached. 

During  the?e  outside  operations  the  members  of 
the  Gold  Board  dashed  up  the  Broad  and  New  street 
stairs  and  disappeared.  It  was  but  twenty  steps  to  the 
lower  gallery.  Imagine  a  little  fountain  in  the  centre 
of  the  Hippotheatron.  The  centre  of  the  fountain  is 
a  bronze  Cupid,  with  a  dolphin  in  its  arms.  From 
the  head  of  Cupid  arises  a  tiny  silver  stream,  which 
falls  in  jets  into  the  basin  below.  Fancy  an  iron  rail- 
ing ninety  feet  in  circumference  about  this  basin;  then 
a  space  of  some  twenty  feet  between  the  walls  and  the 
fountain;  and  you  have  a  rough  idea  of  the  Gold 
Koom.  On  one  side  there  are  two  galleries— the  lower 
for  the  errand  boys,  and  the  upper  for  the  spectators. 
Beyond  the  fountain,  with  his  back  toward  New  street, 
stood  the  Secretary,  recording  the  sales  which  he  caught 
by  his  ear.  Near  him  is  the  telegraph  operator. 
Wires  run  from  his  machine  to  nearly  five  hundred 
broker's  offices,  who  are  thus  instantly  informed  of  the 
state  of  the  market,  and  are  enabled  to  make  their 
bids  undisturbed  by  the  furious  excitement  which  rules 
in  the  Gold  Room  on  momentous  occasions. 
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At  10  A.  M.,  on  Friday,  the  Board  opened,  the  Vice- 
Fresident  in  the  chair.  Usually  the  heavy  gold  opera- 
tors remain  in  their  offices  and  base  their  bids,  which 
they  send  by  messengers,  upon  the  reports  received 
by  their  office  telegraphs.  But  the  magnitude  of  yes- 
terday's fight  drew  most  of  the  moguls  into  the  amphi- 
theatre, and  they  entered  upon  the  combat  with  the 
ferocity  of  gladiators.  The  fight  opened  at  10  A.  M., 
with  gold  at  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  buQ  clique 
seemed  unusually  quiet.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  passed, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  was  still  the  ruling  figure. 
The  Secretary  seemed  in  no  wise  overrun  with  busi- 
ness, and  the  telegraph  operator  worked  his  machine 
and  conversed  gUbly  with  the  bystanders.  At  ten  and 
a  half  the  situation  was  about  the  same,  the  market 
still  standing  at  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  bears 
were  cautious,  and  evidently  suspicious  that  this  skir- 
mishing was  preliminary  to  a  bitter  fight. 

It  was  not  until  eleven  o'clock  that  this  compara- 
tive monotony  was  broken ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  and 
one-eighth  was  bid.     The  bears  began  to  wince. 

"Hell's  to  pay  now!"  shrieked  a  gray-haired  man 
apparently  burning  over  with  agony.  A  hundred  fists 
were  shaken  at  each  otiier  over  the  little  fountain,  and 
an  infernal  series  of  yells  filled  the  room.  To  an  out- 
sider it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  either  a  bid 
or  an  ofier.  The  bulls  had  now  begun  their  grand 
charge.  They  swept  the  bears  before  them  like  chaffs. 
Prom  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  an  eighth  the  metal 
suddenly  jumped  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  a 
quarter.     'This  was  unprecedented.      Men  began  to 
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rave  and  shriek  like  mad  dogs.  They  raslied  about 
the  little  fountaia  in  paroxysms  of  fury.  The  special 
wonder  was  that  in  the  anxiety  of  the  bears  to  sell  and 
of  the  bulls  to  buy,  so  little  regard  was  paid  to  the  last 
reported  quotation.  Price  on  both  sides  seemed  "  do 
object."  Men  within  a  few  feet  of  one  another  differed 
widely  in  prices,  and  there  were  a  dozen  different  quo- 
tations for  the  metal  in  as  many  parts  of  the  room. 
The  bears  gathered  in  a  group,  and  snapped  and  snarled 
in  turn.  The  bulls  shouted  with  joy.  Within  fifteen 
minutes  the  premium  was  forced  up  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  and  a  half.  The  bears  sold  very  readily 
to  their  own  clique  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
when  the  market  rate  was  one  hundred  and  sixty. 
They  refused  to  sell  to  the  bulls  at  any  prica  Much 
of  this  traffic  among  the  bears  might  have  been  "  washes," 
or  fictitious  sales,  reported  at  figures  below  the  market, 
and  to  keep  down  the  price ;  and  much  also  of  smaller 
lots  than  the  big  speculative  blocks  which  the  bulls 
were  after. 

Thus  stood  matters  when  Albert  Speyer,  a  leader 
among  the  bulls,  threw  among  the  raving  mob  the 
tempting  offer  of  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Such  a  mar- 
vellous bid  coming  from  a  dealer  known  to  be  fully 
responsible,  startled  the  whole  Room,  and  for  a  few 
moments  no  response  was  made.  But  before  the  thun- 
derstruck auditors  could  regain  their  equipoise,  James 
Brown,  an  equally  well  known  broker  and  agent,  offered 
to  supply  Mr.  Speyer's  wants  with  one,  two,  three,  four, 
and  up  to  five  miUions.  The  latter  amount  was 
promptly    accepted.     The  prompt  acceptance  of  this 
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bid,  while  the  bears  were  selling  to  their  own  crowd 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  gave  the  bulls  renewed 
confidence. 

During  the  two  minutes  preceding  this  bid  tlie 
market  price  had  stood  at  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
and  a  half,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-one,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  and  a  half. 
Mr,  Speyer's  bid  was  accepted  under  great  excitement. 
The  bears,  though  dismayed,  were  not  panic-striken. 
Even  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Speyer's  hid  the  premium 
dropped  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  but  quickly 
rallied  to  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Again  it  touched 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  a  third  time  touched 
one  hundred  and  sixty. 

This  wavering  is  easily  explained.  A  prominent  bull, 
while  within  his  office  watching  the  telegrams  from 
the  Gold  Eoom,  received  a  private  despatch  from  an 
employe  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  Washington, 
informing  him  that  Secretary  Boutwell  would  positively 
sell  four  mitlion  dollars.  The  rumor  reached  the  Gold 
Room  just  as  Messrs.  Hallgarten  &  Co.,  in  view  of 
Mr.  Brown's  success  in  placing  so  large  an  amount  at 
so  inviting  a  price  on  the  market,  had  offered  a  mil- 
lion at  the  same  price.  Some  of  this  was  taken  up  by 
other  parties,  but  before  the  whole  was  absorbed  the 
terrible  rumor  was  circulated  throughout  the  room. 
This  instantly  paralyzed  the  bulls  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  price  fell  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and 
then  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  next  bid  was  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  then  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  and  finally  one  hundred  and  forty.     Then  dismay 
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seized  the  members  present,  for  the  decUne  mean! 
nothing  less  than  the  ruin  of  all  concerned  in  the  ring. 
The  bulls  had  gone  into  the  fight  fully  prepared  tc 
take  from  ten  million  dollars  to  twenty  million  dol 
lars.  They  had  not  taken  seven  million  dollars  when 
they  heard  of  Secretary  Boutwell's  action.  The 
rapidity  of  the  movements  and  the  magnetic  influence 
of  the  Gold  Room  was  too  much  for  them.  Their 
heads  became  giddy,  and  in  a  twinkling  they  lost 
control  of  the  market.  The  Secretary's  four  million 
dollars  threat  was  but  a  flea-bite,  but  they  were  fearful 
that  his  movement  was  a  preconcerted  one,  and  that 
twenty  million  dollars  would  be  thrown  upon  them, 
if  necessary,  to  crush  the  market  It  was  not  until 
the  rate  grounded  at  one  hundred  and  forty  that  they 
rallied.  It  was  nearly  noon.  Gold  again  began  to 
mount  the  stairs.  It  sprang  from  one  hundred  and 
forty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  a  single  jump.  The 
bears  acted  as  if  a  flash  of  lightning  had  passed 
through  the  room.  Bedlam  again  broke  loose.  The 
room  was  filled  with  shrieks  and  curses.  In  another 
jump  the  metal  struck  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

Again  came  the  Washington  rumor,  and  this  time, 
it  was  said,  direct  from  the  Special  Treasury  Agent 
in  this  city.  It  was  asserted  that  President  Grant  had 
ordered  Secretary  Boutwell  to  sell  the  gold,  and  that 
he  would  order  him  to  sell  fifty  million  dollars  if  neces- 
sary. Away  went  the  market  in  another  grand  crash, 
and  never  recovered  until  it  touched  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  The  battle  was  ended  and  the  bulU 
were  ruined. 
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WHAT    FISE    SAID   OF   THE    GOLD   CONSPIRACY. 
The  investigation  before  the  Coinmiitpe  of  Congress— Fiek's  test imonj. 

The  audacity  and  boldness  of  the  great  gold  con- 
spiracy, whose  operations  are  recorded  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter,  created  a  profound  sensation  throughout 
the  world.  The  efforts  of  the  conspirators  to  involve 
government  officers  in  the  combination,  induced  Con- 
gress to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the  whole 
affair  and  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  examination  of  Fisk  and  Gould  occupied  six 
hoars.  Fisk  was  examined  first  and  Gould  afterwards. 
Much  to  Gould's  chagrin,  he  was  not  permitted  to  be 
present  when  his  confederate  was  examined,  and  Fisk 
was  served  in  the  same  way.  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee describe  the  examination  of  Fisk  as  theatrical 
and  ludicrous  in  the  extreme.  He  talked  with  great 
rapidity  and  illustrated  his  utterances  with  grotesque 
actions,  and  interlarded  them  with  copious  interiec- 
tions  and  profanity,  and  several  times  the  Committee 
were  convulsed  with  laughter.  After  his  examination 
was  over,  Mr.  Fisk  stated  that  he  testified  in  substance 
as  follows  before  the  Committee: 

(121) 
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"In  the  first  place,  when  I  got  down  stairs,  (alluding 
to  the  position  of  the  Committee  room  in  the  basement 
of  the  Capitol,)  I  called  for  the  reading  of  their  author- 
ity, my  object  being  to  see  precisely  what  they  were 
gunning  after.  It  seems  the  resolution  of  that  Com- 
mittee is  that  they  shall  inquire  what  led  to  the  fluctu- 
ations in  gold  between  September  21st  and  29th,  &c. 
Well,  then,  General  Garfield  said,  '  Now  you  had  bet- 
ter go  ahead  and  st^te  to  the  Committee  your  version 
of  the  matter  as  you  understand  it,  and  then  when  you 
are  done  we  will  ask  you  what  questions  we  please. 
What  you  will  have  to  do  is  to  go  into  a  history  of  the 
transaction."  Mr.  Fisk  then  proceeded  to  rattle  off, 
at  the  rate  off  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  words  per 
minute,  the  following  statement,  which  he  said  he  had 
told  the  Committee: 

"  Well,  in  the  first  place,  in  order  to  get  at  the  mat- 
ter clearly,  Mr.  Gould,  together  with  what  little  help 
1  render  him,  is  the  manager  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  a 
large  corporation  employing  seventeen  thousand  or^ 
eighteen  thousand  men,  and  earning  seventeen  mil- 
lion dollars  or  eighteen  million  dollars  per  annum, 
most  of  which  earning  depends  more  or  less  upon  the 
state  of  the  country,  of  course.  If  the  country  is  stag- 
nant,  so  are  all  the  crops  at  the  West.  We  being  one 
of  the  trunk  lines,  if  the  crops  are  held  back,  it  mate- 
rially decreases  our  receipts  and  paralyzes  our  bt^iness," 
(And  here  Mr.  Fisk,  as  if  to  impress  this  point  partic- 
ularly, said,  with  a  turn  in  his  chair  and  a  toss  of  his 
head,  "X)o  you  see?*''  and  then  he  continued:)  "Now, 
in  1866, 1867, 1868,  with  gold  running  from  one  liun- 
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dred  and  forty-one  to  one  hundred  and  forty-six  and 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  the  United  States  had  no 
trouble  in  shipping  their  crop  of  grain  to  Europe  at  a 
profit.  The  market  they  had  to  compete  with  was,  of 
course,  up  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  and  up  the  Black 
Sea."  Jay  Gould,  who  had  gathered  himself  in  the 
corner  of  a  lounge,  looking  at  Fisk  with  his  sinister 
black  eye,  interrupted  by  way  of  correction  and  expla- 
nation, with  the  remark, "  The  Greek  ports  ;  they  have 
cheap  labor  and  water  transportation  against  our  liigh 
labor  and  railroad  transportation," 

Fisk — "Yes;  therefore,  when  we  come  to  the  sum- 
mer we  look  forward  to  see  whether  there  is  anything 
in  the  country,  or  the  finances  of  the  country,  or  the 
foreign  competition,  to  indicate  to  us  whether  our  crop 
is  going  abroad  or  not."  (Here  Fisk  took  a  long 
breath,  and,  arranging  himself  more  comfortably  in 
his  chair,  went  on.)  "As  early  as  the  15th  day  of 
June  last.  General  Grant  was  going  to  Boston  to  the 
Jubilee,  and  was  to  travel  over  our  line,  in  the  big 
boats,  by  the  way  of  Fall  River.  We  made  up  our 
minds— Mr.  Gould  and  myself^that  we  would  go  with 
him  and  see  if  we  could  not  find  out  what  his  policy 
would  be  for  the  FaU.  Gold  was  then  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  and  we  knew  that  if  gold  remained  at 
that  figure  our  crops  would  not  be  shipped.  We  left 
New  York  to  go  to  Boston  with  the  General,  about 
nine  o'clock.  We  first  gave  him  a  supper  about  eight 
o'clock,  and  the  conversation,  of  course,  turned  upon 
the  important  topic  of  the  finances." 

Q. — "Who  was  at  the  supper T' 
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Fisk — "Mr.  Gould,Mr.  Marston  and  myself.  (Mr. 
Fisk,  apparently  impatient  at  the  interrogation,  went 
on.)  This  was  the  first  real  interview  we  had  with 
him,  I  mean  where  we  could  settle  down  and  talk  with 
him.  The  first  thing  I  made  up  my  mind  to  was  that 
Grant  was  studying  into  the  finances ;  and  if  he  was 
studying  into  them.of  course  he  would  exert  a  certain 
amount  of  power  to  rule  them  his  way.  The  first  thing 
that  cropped  out  with  him  was  that  he  was  on  his 
march  to  specie  payment  and  a  lower  price  for  gold. 
That  was  the  first  thing  that  struck  us.  We,  of 
course,  went  into  an  argument  to  show  him  that  if 
gold  fell  to  twenty,  with  the  enormous  crop  on  hand, 
it  would  not  be  brought  forward  at  all.  There  was 
nobody  to  consume  it.  The  home  consumption  would 
not  begin  to  eat  it  up.  It  struck  across  us  like  cold 
water.  We  went  into  an  argument  to  convince  him 
that  something  should  he  done  to  get  off  this  crop  at 
a  high  price;  that  it  was  his  policy  to  sell  gold  at  a 
high  price  for  the  foreign  market.  I  remember  one 
remark  he  made  particularly,  and  that  was,  after  he 
had  been  talking  an  hour  and  a  half:  'It  was  well, 
gentlemen.  The  bubble  might  as  well  be  pricked  at 
one  time  as  another,'  as  much  as  to  say,"  said  Fisk, 
« If  we  are  to  have  a  crush  it  might  as  well  be  at  one 
time  as  another."  (Here  Fisk  laughed  very  heartily.) 
"Now,"  said  he,  with  a  peculiarly  cunning  smile,  and  a 
comical  expression,  "our  idea  of  crashes  is  to  have  it 
all  milk  and  honey  with  us,  and  let  the  other  fellows 
stand  it  Let  the  next  man  have  all  the  trouble.  But 
Grant  did  not  seem  to  receive  it  quite  that  way.  (With 
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a  sigh.)  We  came  back  from  Boston  along  in  July. 
I  went  down  to  Long  Branch.  There  was  no  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  there.  (Emphatically.)  About  this 
time  Mr.  Gould  had  become  acquainted  with  Mr,  Cor- 
bin,  who  manied  the  President's  sister.  Mr.  Gould 
could  not  disabuse  his  mind.  He  paid  more  attention 
to  it  than  I  did,  although  I  am  doing  all  the  talking. 
He  could  not  disabuse  his  mind  that  this  policy  was 
going  to  bring  us  all  up  with  a  round  turn." 

Q. — "That  it  would  ruin  you?" 

Fisk — "  Yes.  To-day  there  is  not  a  man  who  is 
making  a  dollar  that  is  trading  in  anything.  The 
idea  was  that  he,  Grant,  might  be  induced  to  stop  pur- 
suing this  theory  if  it  was  property  put  to  him ,  and 
that  he  would  understand  it.  We  went  down  to  Long 
Branch,  but  did  not  have  a  talk  there.  We  wrote  to 
Boutwell  that  it  seemed  to  be  Grant's  idea  that  lie  was 
travelling  for  pleasure.  He  did  not  care  to  devote 
much  time  to  business,  only  some  six  months  or  so, 
and  the  other  six  months  to  floating  around  for  plea- 
sure. I  should  think  it  was  along  in  July  that  he  was 
going  to  Newport  again.  We  were  then  running  two 
lines  to  Boston,  one  by  Fall  River,  not  landing  at  New- 
port, and  the  other  by  Newport,  landing  there,  leaving 
New  York  at  6.30  p.  M,  Grant  was  to  come  down  to 
the  boat  at  five  o'clock.  Mr.  Gould,  in  the  afternoon, 
went  to  work  and  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  in  which  he 
explained  to  him  that  we  had  the  facts  on  our  table 
that  there  was  already  on  the  sea,  from  the  Greek 
ports  to  London  and  Liverpool,  three  hundred  vessels, 
and  that  the  beginning  of  what  we  had  told  him  five 
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or  six  weeks  previous,  had  begun  to  work.  Gold  was 
then  selling  at  thirty-three  and  tliirty-four.  He, 
Gould,  asked  me  to  talte  the  letter  down  to  Grant, 
have  a  talk  with  him,  and,  if  I  saw  fit,  to  say  to  him 
that  if  the  government  would  not  sell  gold,  we,  for  ihe 
sake  of  getting  this  transportation,  of  getting  employ- 
ment for  our  motive  power,  which  would  make  a  dif- 
ference of  several  million  dollars — that,  if  he  thought 
it  advisable  to  put  the  gold  market  up  and  start  up 
trade  here — we  could  ship  this  crop.  I  started  down 
and  had  a  long  conversation  with  General  Grant  on 
my  way  to  Newport,  and  at  that  time,  when  I  left 
General  Grant,  we  decided  that  we  would  go  to  New- 
port the  next  Sunday,  and  he  would  telegraph  to 
Boutwell,  and  either  have  Boutwell  at  Newport,  or 
have  some  letter  which  we  could  tell  something  about," 

Q.  "  Have  a  conversation  V 

Fisk — "  Yes,  have  a  conversation.  Just  about  that 
time  it  got  along  to  be  the  first  part  of  August.  Mr. 
Gould  and  I  had  become  interested  in  building  the 
Paterson  and  Newark  Road,  where  we  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Catherwood,  who  married  Cor- 
bin's  daughter.  Catherwood  had  been  put  forward 
some  time  before  this  time  as  Assistant  Treasurer,  but 
it  seems  he  was  a  little  too  near  the  family." 

Q.  "  Had  you  not  been  trying  to  get  Catherwood 
appointed  l 

Fisk — "  They,  Gould  and  Corbin,  had  been  trying 
to  do  it,  but  they  dropped  him,  concluding  that  he  was 
not  the  man,  and  substituted  Butterfield.  Gould  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  the  policy  of  the  government 
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would  be  to  stand  still  until  tlie  crop  was  removed. 
But  I  was  not  in  the  thing  at  the  time.  Butterfield 
was  then,  through  Corbin's  influence,  carried  into  the 
Assistant  Treasurership,  and  it  seems  then  that  Corbin 
had  taken  up  the  matter  on  this  theory ;  That  this 
crop  should  be  taken  off  at  a  high  price.  And  the  old 
gentleman  went  still  further — that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  in  it.  Now,  if  you  know  anything  about 
Corbin,  you  know  that,  when  he  reaches  up,  he  takes 
along  the  shelf;  he  does  not  leave  anything  on  it;  he 
takes  everything.  He  came  very  near  sinking  us, 
(with  grim  humor.)  .  Corbin  then  conceived  the  idea 
that  he  could  run  the  Treasury,  having  got  Butterfield 
in  there.  Mr.  Butterfidd  felt  under  some  obligations 
to  Mr.  Corbin.  AU  decided  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  be  made.  They  all  conceived  that 
with  our  power  of  carrying,  a  great  deal  of  money 
would  be  made.  The  whole  tide  of  the  country 
seemed  to  be  setting  against  gold  going  up ;  but  Mr. 
Gould,  in  his  great  anxiety  to  get  himself  into  a  posi- 
tion of  getting  traffic  for  his  road,  had  several  inter- 
views with  Mr.  Corbin ;  Corbin  had  his  interviews  with 
General  Grant ;  Gould,  too,  had  his  interviews  with 
Grant,  and  Corbin  felt  very  firm  in  the  belief  that  he 
could  regulate  this  whole  matter.  That  was  the  begin- 
ning of  this  purchase  of  gold.  I  had  expressed  to 
them  my  views  on  the  matter ;  but  in  the  beginning 
of  it  I  was  left  out,  and  they  commenced  buying  gold 
— Mr.  Gould,  from  his  resources.  In  all  they  probably 
bought  about  two  miUion  dollars  of  gold." 
Q.  "  Did  you  buy  V* 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


128  LIFE   OF    JAMES   FiSK,   JR. 

Fisk — "Yes,  some  at  thirty-seven.  Mr.  Corbin  told 
me  that  Mrs.  Grant  had  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
krs;  that  General  Porter  had  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  he  had  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  himsel£  This  ran  along 
about  five  vi'eeks,  until  about  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber. Gold  about  that  time  had  kept  settling  until  it 
got  down  to  thirty-one,  and  Mr.  Gould  had  got  a 
pretty  bag  of  it.  I  could  see  by  the  way  that  he  was 
tearing  up  Uttle  pieces  of  paper — every  man  has  his 
peculiarities,  you  know — (with  a  laugh,  Gould  smiles 
also)  that  he  was  pretty  well  up  to  the  handle.  He 
was  all  the  time  running  to  Corbin.  He  would  shp 
in  every  morning  and  take  a  dose  of  Corbin,  you  know. 
(Fisk  laughing  and  meaning  to  be  very  funny.)  I 
came  into  the  office  one  morning  and  he  was  telling 
what  a  great  purchase  this  gold  was.  I  said :  '  Gould, 
if  I  had  as  much  gold  as  you  have  got,  and  it  stood 
at  such  a  loss  as  I  think  it  will  stand,  I  should  think 
you  would  invite  all  of  your  able-bodied  friends  in  to 
help  bear  the  yoke.'  I  had  not  said  much  about  gold 
for  some  weeks  to  him.  We  had  always  speculated 
together.  Although  he  seemed  to  have  a  very  good 
thing,  he  did  not  want  to  let  me  in.  It  seems,  although 
I  did  not  know  it  until  afterwards,  that  he  had  got  in 
and  did  not  care  to  talk  about  it.  But  I  could  see,  in- 
stantly, that  if  we  were  going  to  do  anything,  we  should 
all  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  We  were  dropping 
off  in  our  earnings,  and  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that 
gold  was  not  to  be  put  up.  We  all  knew  that  there 
was  only  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  of  gold  in  New 
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York.  We  started  that  morning,  tlirougli  Heath  & 
Co.,  to  buy  gold  ;  and  afterwards  I  said  to  Mr.  Gould  : 
'  Have  you  got  any  understanding  with  Corbin,  or 
have  you  carried  out  any  of  those  theories  with  Gtant 
that  we  talked  about  last  July?'  <Yes,'  said  lie; 
'  there  is  no  gold  to  come  out  of  the  Government.'  We 
can  put  the  gold  up  to  forty-five,  and  I  think  we  shall 
make  money  out  of  it,  and  we  shall  get  our  ivinter 
and  fall  transportation  for  our  road.  My  idea  is  to  go 
ahead.  Upon  that  base  I  started  in  myself,  without 
any  understanding  that  I  was  to  share  in  his  loss  or  he 
in  mine.  I  made  up  ray  mind,  and  got  what  I  could 
carry.  I  found  that  I  could  get  all  I  wanted.  (Laugh- 
ing.) Gold  was  then  about  thirty-six  and  a  quarter. 
He  (pointing  to  Gould)  had  gold  enough  to  sink  a 
ship.  I  guess  that  the  day  after  I  commenced  I  said 
to  Mr.  Gould  :  ♦  Now  you  give  me  a  letter  to  Corbin, 
stating  that  I  know  all  about  this  affair ;  that  he  has 
got  the  Treasury  fixed;  that  Butterfield  thought  he 
could  get  the  Treasury  news  first.  I  want  to  talk  witli 
him  freely,  so  that  we  shall  know  exactly  where  we 
stand.'  I  got  the  letter,  and  talked  with  Corbin  three 
hours.  He  told  me  that  everything  was  all  running 
nicely;  that  he  had  got  this  gold  with  Mr.  Gould; 
that  he  had  received  a  check  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  which  he  had  forwarded  to  Washington ;  that 
everything  looked  bright,  and  he  was  confident  we  were 
doing  a  great  national  good,  (laugliing,)  as  well  as  as- 
sisting the  road  to  its  transportation ;  that  he  saw  more 
money  in  the  transaction  than  he  had  seen  in  all  his 
Jife.     He  had  all  the  arrangements  that   he  had  made 
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down  here  at  his  tongue's  end.  So  I  started  back  to 
our  office.  We  have  some  telegraph  wires  there,  and  I 
thought  I  would  be  sure  and  get  a  good  jag  of  it.  This 
took  us  up  to  about  the  Monday  or  Tuesday  before  the 
'black  Friday' — about  September  21st.  I  found  after 
I  left  Corbin's  office  that  I  felt  very  like  getting  back 
there  again  and  talking  to  Corbin.  I  was  nervous  and 
shaky  all  the  time.  This  way,  you  know,"  said  Fisk, 
getting  up  and  shaking  his  knees,  "  but  Corbin,  when 
I  got  to  him,  said,  '  You  need  give  yourself  no  uneasi- 
ness ;'  but  I  felt  that  when  I  was  talking  to  him  I  was 
a  great  deal  better  and  stronger  than  when  I  was  away 
from  him.  I  saw  him  two  or  three  times,  in  which  he 
reassured  me,  and  gave  me  a  great  deal  more  confi- 
dence. I  think  it  was  that  night  that  Mr.  Gould  came 
down  from  his  house  to  the  office,  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  said : '  I  want  your  special  man — the  man  whom  you 
send  upon  the  most  intricate  business  you  have.  I 
want  him  to  take  a  letter  to-night  from  Mr.  Corbin  to 
General  Grant,  at  Washington,  Penn.'  I  called 
Chapin,  and  he  said  to  Chapin, '  I  want  you  to-morrow 
morning  at  half-past  sis,  to  be  at  Corbin's  house.  He 
will  give  you  a  letter  to  General  Grant,  directed  to 
Washington,  Penn.  I  want  you  to  take  the  train,  to 
go  by  Pittsburg,  and  deliver  this  letter  to  Grant.  See 
what  he  says.  Go  from  there  to  the  first  telegraph 
station  and  telegraph  me  what  the  reply  is ;  that  is,  if 
you  can  do  it  without  communicating  any  secrets.' 
1  was  afraid  he  would  sleep  too  long,  and  I  said  to  my 
brother-in-law,  'Go  to  Mr.  Chapin  and  see  him 
aboard  the  train,  so  that  when  I  come  to  the  office 
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in  the  morning,  I  may  know  that  it  is  all  right.' 
In  the  morning  they  were  there.  '  Old  Hamlet  Corbin' 
came  down  stairs  at  half-past  six  and  delivered  him  a 
letter  directed  to  General  Grant.  Chapin  came  out 
and  got  into  a  carriage,  and  drove  to  the  Jersey 
Central  Railroad.  He  travelled  and  never  stopped 
until  he  delivered  that  letter  to  General  Grant  at 
Washington,  Penn.  When  he  arrived  at  the  house 
in  Washington,  it  was  very  early  in  the  morning, 
about  seven  o'clock.  He  rang  them  up,  and  sent  his 
card,  'William  O.  Chapin,  from  Mr.  Corbin.'  He 
then  went  into  the  parlor  and  very  soon  the  General 
came  down,  opened  and  read  the  letter  clear  through 
and  went  out,  evidently  as  if  to  show  it  to  Mrs, 
Grant  or  some  one  else.  He  was  gone  aboat  fifteen 
minutes,  and  when  he  came  back  said  to  Mr.  Chapin 
'  All  right,'  and  bid  him  good  morning.  Mr.  Chapin 
drove  to  the  next  station,  and  we  received  a  despatch, 
viz.:  'Delivered — all  right.'  That  was  all  the  des- 
patch said.  He  wended  his  way  back.  It  took  us 
up  to  Thursday  morning.  I  was  around  to  see  Cor- 
bin. He  said  that  everything  was  A  No.  1 ;  that 
this  letter  had  settled  everything  beyond  a  doubt ;  that 
the  interests  involved  to  the  nation  and  otherwise  had 
rendered  everything  safe.  On  Thursday  afternoon  I 
had  been  into  Wall  street.  Mr.  Gould  and  I  drove 
to  Belden's  oifice  and  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Heath, 
When  we  arrived  gold  was  thirty-six  and  five-eighths, 
and  when  we  left  the  street  that  night  gold  was  at 
forty-one.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement,  and 
the  evening  papers  had  statements  that  the  government 
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was  interested,  and   that   there  was  a  sharp,  quick 
comer  in  gold,  and  that  the  government  would  not 
sell.     During  this  time  Boutwell  had  come  on  and  the 
'  bears  '  got  up  a  dinner  for  him — one  of  those  self- 
admiration  dinners.     They  told  Boutwell  that  he  was 
the  greatest  financier  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  if 
he  would  only  tell  them  what  he  was  going  to  do 
they  would  fish   a  big  thing  out  of  the  sea.    But 
Boutwell  kept  a  very  close  mouth.     He  did  not  know 
where  he  stood,  and  therefore  not  knowing  where  his 
position  was  he  thought  he  had  better  keep  still.     I 
do  not  think  that  they  got  anything  out  of  Mr.  Bout- 
well.    But  now  it  seems  that  after  this  dinner  there 
was  a  sort  of  flurry  in  the  ranks,  some  not  liking  his 
declaration  that  in  case  he  was  cornered  he  would  not 
sell.     The  other  party  stood  it  out,  and  at  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  they  started  into  cover 
and  put  the  gold  up  to  forty-one,  together  with  what 
little  help   we   gave  them.     Mr.  Belden,  who  was 
then    of  the   firm    of  William    Belden— who   had  a 
brother-in-law  of  mine  in  partnership  with  him,  and 
with  whom  we  had  more  or  less  business— had  seen  so 
much  for  the  last  week,  made  up  his  mind  that  we  had 
so  much  gold  on  hand  that  we  exactly  knew    our 
position,  or  else  we  should  not  be  caught  in  such  a 
position   as  we  were  then  in.      He  said    to    me  on 
the  evening  before  Friday  :  '  Sow,  if  yon  have  got  all 
this  gold  and  you  want  any  assistance  you  had  better 
let  me  come  in  and  help."     Said  I,  'If  you  want  to 
come  in  we  will  give  you  a  hand  in.'     '  I  have  not  got 
time  now,'  he  replied.     I  told  him  we  could  go  to  the 
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back  office  at  Heath's  in  the  morning.  '  I  will  bring 
my  broker  in  there,  and  you  can  give  me  a  letter' — 
which  he  did,  that  letter  was  signed  by  William  Bel- 
den  and  I  understood  that  it  gave  me  full  unlimited 
authority  to  make  purchases  and  sales  of  gold,  during 
the  day,  to  any  extent  I  should  deem  advisable,  and  to 
report  all  such  sales  as  early  as  possible,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  profits  arising  from  the  opera- 
tions under  such  order  were  to  belong  entirely  to 
Belden  ;  and,  of  course,  that  he  would  bear  the  loss, 
if  any  should  result,  from  the  transactions  for  the 
day. 

"On  Friday  morning  Mr.  Belden  brought  in  one 
Speyers,  introduced  us,  and  said  tia  me,  '  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr. 
Speyers  will  execute  any  orders  of  mine,  any  orders 
that  you  may  give  him,'  and,  turning  to  Speyers,  said: 
'When  you  have  executed  these  orders  you  will  re- 
port to  me.'  Gold  was  then  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  and  I  said  to  Speyers  the  quicker  he  was  there 
the  quicker  he  would  get  some  of  it,  as  it  was  then  a 
little  scarce,  Speyers,  being  one  of  those  Roman 
Saxonians  that  belong  to  the  '  chosen  band,'  snuffed 
the  breeze,  and  started  off  to  fill  Belden's  orders.  T 
told  Speyers  I  did  not  limit  him — '  now  go  ahead  and 
buy  your  gold.'  By  the  time  Speyers  had  got  out  there 
gold  was  sixty.  Speyers  did  not  see  why,  if  gold 
would  go  twenty  or  thirty  in  two  or  three  minutes,  it 
could  not  go  to  three  hundred  in  half  an  hour,  and  so 
he  commenced  the  assault  on  them  at  one  hundred  and 
sixty.  Judging  from  what  he  told  me  he  got  a  pretty 
good  lead  on  it  atthat.    [Laughing.]    During  this  time 
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I  did  not  know  how  it  was  going.  That  morning  there 
had  been  an  article  in  the  Times  in  which  the  Admin- 
istration was  charged  with  being  in  league  with  us  in 
putting  up  gold.  Gould  and  I  read  it  coming  down 
town  in  our  carriage,  and  we  made  up  our  minds  that 
that  article  would  be  telegraphed  to  Grant  and  Bout- 
well.  I  looked  right  at  it,  and  it  made  me  feel  weak 
in  the  knees.  After  you  read  you  would  study  on  it. 
"We  made  up  our  minds  that  if  it  was  laid  on  Bout- 
well's  desk  and  on  the  table  of  the  President,  who  bad 
never  speculated  before  this  time,  that  they  would  be 
almighty  weak ;  and,  as  I  heard  some  ten  or  twenty 
minutes  afterward,  Mr.  Boutwell  went  over  to  the 
Executive  Mansion,  and  when  he  got  back  there  was 
a  thunder-clap  struck  us  in  the  shape  of  a  Sub-Treas- 
my  order  to  sell  four  millions  of  gold.  I  would  rather 
take  forty  millions  of  the  short  gold  than  four  of  the 
real  stuff.  Speyers  was  meanwhile  going  it  at  sixty 
when  the  market  caved  right  in.  He,  Speyers,  follow- 
ing what  he  thought  was  the  right  track,  kept  at  one 
hundred  and  sixty.  I  saw  him  next  without  either 
coat  or  collar.  He  came  right  through  the  rooms  say- 
ing: 'Mine  Got!  mine  Got!  the  whole  thing  is  gone 
up !  Mine  Got!  I  have  got  sixty  millions  at  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  and  it  is  now  one  hundred  and  forty. 
one!'  [Fisk  fairly  convulsed.]  In  that  time  I  had  got 
a  little  disorganized,  so  that  I  was  not  so  much  inter- 
ested ;  and  1  said  to  him, '  If  you  don't  know  anything 
better  than  to  be  out  there  buying  gold  at  one  hundred 
and  sixty,  you  had  better  be  out  of  it.'  Speyers  started, 
and  by  that  time  it  was  thirty-three.     But  Speyers' 
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voice  had  failed,  and  he  gave  out.  When  we  started 
home  the  thing  got  pietty  hot.  We  thought  we  would 
go  to  a  cooler  clime.  We  started  up  town,  and  the 
iirst  thing  I  saw  on  a  bulletin  board  was,  'Queer 
pranks  of  the  crazy  brokers,'  and  so  on.  We  did  not 
know  how  it  was,  and  of  course  when  we  got  up  town 
we  knew  still  less.  We  did  not  know  whether  we 
were  going  to  right  or  left.  There  never  was  any  ex- 
citement like  it.  I  got  very  bad  by  this  time,  and 
I  said :  '  I  will  step  around  and  see  this  old  villain 
Corbin,  and  see  what  he  says  about  it.'  I  went  into 
the  house,  and  the  old  man  came  down.  I  will  admit 
that  I  was  pretty  mad.  When  we  got  inside  the  door 
I  said :  'This  is  a  pretty  piece  of  business  you  have 
set  up  to  wipe  us  off  the  face  of  the  earth.'  He  said 
he  had  only  just  heard  it.  I  should  think  you  might 
have  heard  it  through  the  rumbling  of  the  ground,  I 
replied ;  after  giving  twenty-flve  thousand  dollars,  and 
drawing  yon  a  check  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  after  you  had  positively  assured  us  that  your  mes- 
sage to  the  President,  which  our  messenger  took,  hnd 
fixed  the  business,  to  serve  us  in  this  way.'  '  Well,' 
said  he,  '  my  boy,  how  are  yon?  How  do  you  stand  I 
It  looks  as  though  we  were  ruined,  and  we  cannot  tell 
anything— whether  wo  have  got  it  or  somebody  else 
has.'  I  asked  him  if  there  was  anything  in  the  thing, 
or  if  the  whole  performance  was  not  of  his  own  con- 
coction. He  stuck  to  his  position  that  he  had  ar- 
ranged everything  not  to  sell.  This  was  on  Friday 
about  five  o'clock.  I  said  to  him,  'Now  I  shall 
be  back  about  1.30  o'clock,  and  something  must  be 
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done.'  Said  he,  'If  you  think  it  is  best  to  have 
all  the  gold  withdrawn  from  the  market,  I  will 
go  to  Washington  at  7.30.'  I  went  back  and  told 
him  I  should  like  to  see  Mrs.  Corbin.  I  had  several 
interviews  with  her  before  this.  She  came  down,  and 
she  was  precisely  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Corbin — that 
they  had  either  got  frightened  at  Washington,  or  that 
BoutweU  had  sold  the  gold  without  consulting  the 
President.  Mrs.  Grant  had  written  her  a  letter,  in 
which  she  said  she  hoped  this  gold  business  would  be 
over  as  soon  as  possible ;  that  it  made  her  husband  as 
nervous  as  possible.  I  replied  that  we  must  get  out 
of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  the  best  thing  they 
could  do  would  be  to  go  to  Washington  and  see  what 
it  all  meant.  Upon  that  they  packed  up  on  Saturday 
night,  and  telegraphed  that  they  would  breakfast  at 
the  Executive  Mansion  on  Sunday  morning,  and  he 
said  that  he  would  be  back  on  Monday  morning  and 
let  me  know  the  whole  story  of  the  thing.  Corbin 
went  on  his  way,  and  I  went  mine,  and  (said  Fisk, 
dramatically)  that  is  about  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  the  gold  panic  on  the  '  black  Friday  of  September 
24th.'" 

Fisk  then  added  by  way  of  postscript : 
"The  Committee  seemed  very  anxious  to  obtain 
from  me  whether  any  government  official  was  con- 
nected with  the  affair.  They  repeatedly  put  this  ques- 
tion to  me ;  '  Now,  Mr.  Fisk,  will  you  state  to  the  com- 
mittee if  any  government  officer  was  connected  with 
you  in  the  gold  transactions  in  the  city  of  New  York  V 
'  Now,'  said  I, '  Mr.  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  I  beg 
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to  tell  you  that  I  have  told  you  under  oath  here  ex- 
actly in  what  connection  I  consider  the  government 
officers  of  this  country  figured  with  me  in  that  gold 
transaction.'  They  were,"  said  Fisk,  "evidently  trying 
to  get  out  of  me  that  no  government  officer  was  in  it. 
Then  they  would  make  up  their  report  that  I  said  so. 
Every  time  they  asked  me  the  question  I  said,  gentle- 
men, I  have  stated  to  you  the  precise  position  in  which 
General  Grant  stood,  which  I  have  derived  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Corbin,  and  that  is  ali  the  information  you 
can  get.  I  said  to  the  committee  that  I  had  a  great 
desire  that  they  should  examine  Mrs.  Grant  and  Mrs. 
Corbin — that  I  demanded  it." 
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Tlie  operations  of  the  gold  ring— Tlie  full  report  of  the  committee  on 
banliing  and  currency— Feasting  President  Grant  to  learn  liis  policy 
—A  tro°ublesome  tirother-in -law— Tlie  Pool— A  pliant  tool- A  game 
of  bluff— Mea  of  allow-— AsaauU  on  the  conspirators— Tremendous 
crash- Total  rout 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  1st,  1870, 
Mr.  Garfield,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bank- 
ing and  Currency,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency,  having 
been  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, passed  December  13th,  1869,  "  to  investigate 
the  causes  that  led  to  the  unusual  and  extraordinary 
fluctuations  of  gold  in  the  city  of  New  York,  from  the 
21st  to  the  27th  of  September,  1869,"  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Honse,  the  commit- 
tee resolved  to  examine  the  following  topics,  in  the 
order  named : 

First  The  Gold  Exchange  and  the  Gold  Exchange 
Bank ;  their  history,  the  character  of  their  ordinary 
operations,  and  their  relations  to  the  gold  panic  of 
September. 

Second.  The  alleged  conspiracy  of  September,  to 
.alse  the  price  of  gold;  the  persons  engaged  in  it,  and 
the  instrumentalities  made  use  of 

Third.  Whether  any  officers  of  the  national  govern- 
(140) 
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ment  were  directly  or  indirectly  engagsd  in  the  alleged 
conspiracy. 

The  peculiar  character  of  the  operations  to  be  inves- 
tigated, and  the  secrecy  with  which  they  were  carried 
on,  made  it  difficult  for  the  committee  to  find  the  clue 
to  many  transactions,  a  knowledge  of  which  was  essen- 
tial to  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject;  and  the 
large  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  movement, 
and  the  reluctance  of  many  of  them  to  disclose  their 
own  transactions,  have  protracted  the  investigation 
and  swelled  the  volume  of  the  testimony  to  an  extent 
which  the  committee  regret,  but  could  not  reasonably 
avoid. 

In  narrating  the  facts  developed  by  the  investiga- 
tion, the  committee  have  used  the  language  of  the 
mtuesses  themselves  wherever  it  could  conveniently 
be  done,  and  have,  in  the  main,  followed  the  chro- 
nological order  of  events. 

The  history  of  the  gold  panic  will  itself  include  all 
the  topics  above  named,  and  they  need  not,  therefore, 
be  treated  separately.  In  order  to  exhibit  the  full 
history,  it  will  be  necessary  to  review  briefly  the  move- 
ment of  gold  during  the  year  previous  to  September 
last. 

On  the  first  of  September,  1868,  the  price  of  gold 
was  U5.  During  the  autumn  and  winter  it  continued 
to  decline,  interrupted  only  by  occasional  fluctuations, 
till  in  March,  1869,  it  touched  130.|,  (its  lowest  point 
for  three  years,)  and  continued  near  that  rate  until 
the  middle  of  April,  the  earliest  period  to  which  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  committee  refers.  At  that 
time,  Mr.  Jay  Gould,  President  of  the  Erie  Eailroad 
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Company,  bought  seven  millions  of  gold,  and  pnt  up 
the  price  from  132  to  140.  Other  brokers  followed 
his  example,  and  by  the  20th  of  May  had  put  up  the 
price  to  144^,  from  which  point,  in  spite  of  specula- 
tion, it  continued  to  decline,  and  on  the  last  day  of 
July  stood  at  136. 

The  first  indication  of  a  concerted  movement  on  the 
part  of  those  who  were  prominent  in  the  panic  of  Sep- 
tember was  an  effort  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
some  person  who  should  be  subservient  to  their 
schemes,  as  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York,  in  place 
of  Mr.  H.  H.  Van  Dyck,  who  resigned  in  the  month 
of  June.  In  this  effort  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Corbin  appear  to  have  been  closely  and  intimately  con- 
nected. If  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  is  to  be 
believed,  Mr.  Corbin  suggested  the  name  of  his  step- 
son-in-law,  Robert  B.  Catherwood,  and  Mr.  Gould 
joined  in  the  suggestion.  This  led  to  an  interview 
with  Catherwood,  the  object  of  which  is  disclosed  in 
his  own  testimony,  as  follows : 

"  I  went  thenext  day  to  have  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Gould  and  Mr.  Corbin,  and  I  found  that  the  remark 
was  simply  this:  That  the  parties  could  operate  in  a 
legitimate  way  and  make  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
that  all  could  be  benefitted  by  it  in  a  legitimate  manner. 
I  satisfied  myself  that  I  could  not  till  the  bill." 
And  again : 

"  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Corbin,  myself,  and  some  other 
associates,  had  an  understanding  that  we  would  go  into 
some  operations,  such  as  the  purchase  of  gold,  stocks, 
&c.,  and  that  we  would  share  and  share  alike." 
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And,  "I  declined  to  go  into  this  sub-treasury  business." 
On  wliat  grounds  Mr.  Catherwood  declined  to  be  a 
candidate  does  not  appear. 

Tlie  parties  next  turned  their  attention  to  General 
Bntteriield,  and,  both  before  and  after  his  appointment, 
claimed  to  be  his  supporters.  Gould  and  Catherwood 
testify  that  Corbin  claimed  to  hare  secured  the  ap. 
pointment,  though  Corbin  swears  that  he  made  no 
recommendation  in  the  case.  General  Butterfield  was 
appointed  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  that  office  on  the  first  of  July. 

It  is,  however,  proper  to  state  that  the  committee 
have  no  evidence  that  Catherwood's  name  was  ever 
proposed  to  the  President  or  Secretary  as  a  candidate 
for  the  position,  nor  that  General  Butter4cld  was  in 
any  way  cognizant  of  the  corrupt  schemes  which  led 
the  conspirators  to  desire  his  appointment,  nor  that 
their  recommendation  had  any  weight  in  securing  it. 
In  addition  to  these  efforts,  the  conspirators  resolved 
to  discover,  if  possible,  the  purposes  of  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  sales 
of  gold.  The  first  attempt  in  this  direction,  as  exhib- 
ited in  the  evidence,  was  made  on  the  15th  of  June, 
when  the  President  was  on  board  one  of  Messrs.  Fisk 
and  Gould's  Fall  Eiver  steamers,  on  his  way  to  Boston. 
At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  supper  was  served  on 
board,  and  the  presence  at  the  table  of  such  men  as 
Cyrus  W.  Field,  with  several  leading  citizens  of  New 
York  and  Boston,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  any  sus- 
picion that  this  occasion  was  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  private  speculation;  but  the  testunouy  of  Fisk  and 
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Gould  indicates  clearly  the  purpose  they  had  in  view. 
Mr,  Fisk  says: 

"  On  our  passage  over  to  Boston  with  General  Grant 
we  endeavored  to  ascertain  what  his  position  in  regard 
to  finances  was.  We  went  down  to  suppar  about  nine 
o'clock,  intending  while  we  were  there  to  have  this 
thing  pretty  thoroughly  talked  up,  and,  if  possible,  to 
relieve  him  from  any  idea  of  putting  the  price  of  gold 
down." 

Mr.  Gould's  account  is  as  follows  : 
"  At  this  supper  the  question  came  up  ahout  the 
state  of  the  country,  the  crops,  prospects  ahead,  &c. 
The  President  was  a  listener;  the  other  gentlemen 
were  discussing;  some  were  in  favor  of  Boutwell'a 
selling  gold,  and  some  opposed  to  it.  After  they  had 
all  interchanged  views,  some  one  asked  the  President 
what  his  view  was.  He  remarked  that  he  thought 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  fictitiousness  about  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  that  the  bubble  might 
as  well  be  tapped  in  one  way  as  another.  We  supposed, 
from  that  conversation,  that  the  President  was  a  con- 
tractionist.  •  *  •  His  remark  struck  across  us 
like  a  wet  blanket." 

It  appears  that  these  skilfully-contrived  efforts 
elicited  from  the  President  only  one  remark,  and  this 
opened  a  gloomy  prospect  for  the  speculators ;  for  Mr. 
Gould  testifies  that  early  next  morning  he  was  at  the 
telegraph  office,  and  found  there  one  of  his  associates 
telegraphing  to  New  York  to  sell  out  his  stocks. 

Upon  their  return  to  New  York,  Fisk  and  Gould 
determined  to  bring  a  great  pressure  upon  the  adminis- 
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tration,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  furtlier  decline  in  gold, 
which  would  seriously  interfere  with  their  purposes  of 
speculation. 

This  was  to  be  effected  by  fects  and  arguments 
presented  in  the  name  of  the  country  and  its  business 
mterests;  and  a  financial  theory  was  agreed  upon, 
which,  on  its  fece,  woidd  appeal  to  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  enlist  in  its  support  many 
patriotic  citizens,  but  would,  if  adopted,  incidentally 
enable  the  consi)irators  to  make  their  speculation  emi- 
nently  successful.  That  theory  was,  that  the  business 
interests  of  the  country  required  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  gold;  that  in  order  to  move  the  faU  crops  and 
secure  the  foreign  market  for  our  grain,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  gold  should  be  put  up  to  145.  According 
to  Mr.  Gould,  this  theory,  for  the  benefit  of  Ameri- 
can trade  and  commerce,  was  suggested  by  Mr.  James 
McHenry,  a  prominent  English  financier,  who  furnished 
Mr.  Gould  the  data  with  which  to  advocate  it.  This 
theory  is  exhibited  very  fully  in  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Gould  and  of  Mr.  Fisk. 

The  chosen  instrument  through  whom  these  views 
were  to  be  laid  before  the  President  was  Mr.  Corbin, 
who  soon  became  a  willing  convert  to  the  theory! 
The  previous  purchase  and  carrying  of  two  millions 
of  United  States  bonds  by  Mr.  Gould  for  Corbin's 
profit  may  have  aided  in  his  conversion.  Gould  says : 
"Mr.  Corbin  is  a  very  shrewd  old  gentleman ;  much 
more  far-seeing  than  the  newspapers  give  him  credit 
for.  He  saw  at  a  glance  the  whole  case,  and  said  that 
he  thought  it  was  the  true  platform  to  stand  on;  that 
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whatever  the  government  could  do  legitimately  and 
fairly  to  facilitate  the  exportation  of  breadstuff's,  and 
procure  good  prices  for  the  products  of  the  West,  they 
ought  to  do." 

Having  thus  secured  a  concord  of  purpose  to  put  up 
the  price  of  gold  for  the  public  good,  their  next  step 
was  to  press  these  views  upon  the  President.  Corbin 
also  testifies  as  follows : 

"  I  had  been  out  of  politics  for  a  good  many  years, 
but  still  a  remembrance  remained  with  me ;  and  I 
was  now  the  more  interested,  as  I  had  a  natural  desire 
for  the  success  of  the  administration  of  the  brother  of 
my  wife,  especially  during  its  first  year.  While  at 
home  Mr.  Gould  used  to  call  at  my  house  occasionally ; 
and  as  I  had  heard  that  he  was  a  Wall  street  operator 
I  always  improved  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  him. 
I  took  advantage  of  every  occasion  to  impress  upon  him 
what  I  thought  was  a  vital  point,  and  that  was,  to  let 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  and  manufacturers  have 
good  prices  for  their  productions." 
Mr.  Gould  testifies: 

"  Corbin  was  anxious  that  I  should  see  the  Presi- 
dent and  communicate  to  him  my  view  of  the  subject. 
Being  connected  in  my  railroad  business  with  the 
matter  of  transportation,  and  knowing  the  views  of 
those  managing  the  other  trunk  lines,  he  thought  that 
I  knew  the  substance  of  the  concentrated  views  of  these 
people ;  and  he  was  anxious  that  I  should  see  the 
President  and  talk  with  him,  and  he  made  an  appoint- 
ment with  me  to  do  so.  I  went  to  Mr.  Corbin's  and 
was  introduced  to  the  President." 
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II  appears  from  the  testimony  that  in  these  inter- 
views secured  by  Corbin,  great  care  was  taken  to  nrse 
only  the  patriotic  side  of  the  question,  and  its  relation 
to  the  great  business  interests  of  the  country.  Still 
Mr.  Corbin  says  that  the  President  engaged  in  these 
conversations  with  reluctance,  and  the  moment  any 
allusion  was  made  to  the  future  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment he  became  very  reticent,  and  on  one  occasion 
reprimanded  a  servant  for  allowing  Mr.  Gould  such 
ready  access. 

In  pursuance  of  this  system  of  espionage,  Mr  Fisk 
hearing  that  the  President  had  gone  to  Newport^ 
followed  him.     He  says  in  his  evidence: 

"  General  Grant  started  to  go  to  Newport.  I  then 
went  down  to  see  him.  I  had  seen  him  before,  but 
not  feeling  as  thoroughly  acquainted  as  I  desired  to  for 
.this  purpose,  I  took  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Mr. 
Gould,  in  which  it  was  written  that  there  were  three 
hundred  sail  of  vessels  on  the  Mediterranean  from  the 
Black  Sea,  with  grain  to  supply  the  Liverpool  market. 
Gold  was  then  about  34;  if  it  continued  at  that  price 
we  had  very  little  chance  of  carrying  forward  the  crop 
during  the  fall.  I  know  that  we  felt  very  nervous 
about  it.  I  talked  with  General  Grant  on  the  subject 
and  endeavored  as  far  as  I  could  to  convince  him  that 
his  policy  was  one  that  would  bring  destruction  on  us 
all." 

This  visit  of  Mr.  Fisk  brought  no  comfort  to  him  or 
his  associates.  On  his  return  he  found  that  Gould 
had  joined  with  two  brokers,  W.  S.  Woodward  and 
Arthur  Kimber,  and  had  bonght  a  large  amount  of 
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gold,  bat  had  not  been  able  greatly  to  advance  the 
price. 

All  their  efforts  had  thus  fe,r  failed  to  secure  any 
promising  prospect  of  a  rise  in  gold,  and  Gould  was 
still  unable  to  induce  Fisk  to  co-operate  in  his  pur- 


A  new  scheme  was  started.  If  by  any  means 
they  could  make  the  people  believe  that  the  Treasury 
would  not  sell  gold  for  a  month  or  two,  this  belief 
would  be  almost  as  valuable  to  them  as  though  it  were 
true.  They  therefore  sought  by  stratagem  to  make 
an  impression  to  that  effect  on  the  public  mind, 
through  the  press,  and  in  this  they  came  very  near 
being  successful. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  the  Hon.  John  Bigelow, 
editor  of  the  New  York  Times,  had  an  interview  with 
the  President,  during  which  the  financial  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  country  were  discussed. 

The  statements  in  two  editorial  articles  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Times  of  August  6th  and  7th  were 
understood  to  represent  the  President's  views,  if  they 
were  not  directly  inspired  by  him. 

On  the  19th  of  August  the  President  passed  through 
New  York,  and  immediately  thereafter,  the  conspira- 
tors sought  to  use  the  columns  of  the  Times  fur  the 
publication  of  an  article  which  should  appear  to  be  a 
semi-official  declaration  of  the  financial  policy  of  the 
administration,  but  which  should  have  the  effect  to 
raise  the  price  of  gold,  and  thus  aid  their  speculation. . 

At  the  suggestion  of  Jay  Gould,  Mr.  Corbin,  on  the 
23d  of  August,  had  completed  an  article  (the  manu- 
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script  text  of  which,  in  his  own  handwriting,  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  committee)  in  which  it  was  declared  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  administration  to  advance  the 
price  of  gold,  and  in  which  the  transportation  theory 
of  Gould  and  Fisk  was  advocated.  This  article  was 
headed  "  Grant's  financial  policy."  It  was  agreed  that 
it  should  be  published  as  a  leading  editorial,  for  only 
in  that  form  could  the  purpose  of  its  authors  be  ac- 
complished. Its  publication  was  to  be  managed  by 
Mr.  Gould,  and  lest  his  personal  application  to  the 
editor  of  the  Times  should  carry  with  it  a  flavor  of 
Wall  street,  he  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  James 
McHenry,  a  prominent  English  capitalist,  and  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  who  called  at  the  Times 
office  and  presented  the  article  as  the  expression  of  a 
person  in  the  intimate  confidence  of  the  President, 
and  whose  utterances  were  faithful  pictures  of  the 
presidential  mind.  The  article  was  put  in  type  and 
double-leaded,  for  a  leading  editorial ;  but,  on  reading 
it  over,  suspicions  were  aroused,  and  the  financial  edi- 
tor, Mr.  Norvell,  was  sent  for.     He  testifies  : 

"  Not  knowing  where  the  article  came  from,  yet,  from 
whatever  source  it  orignated,  I  suspected  there  might 
be,  from  the  statements  of  the  last  paragraph,  a  sinister 
purpose  to  bull  gold ;  so  the  double  leads  were  taken 
out,  the  tail  of  the  article  stricken  off,  and  the  article, 
as  it  appears,  published  on  the  25th.     •     »     •     »     * 

"The  intention,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  that  it  should 
appear  just  as  much  semi-officiaJly  as  the  other  article 
of  the  6th  of  August,  which  Mr,  Bigelow  himself  wrote 
after  his  interview  with  the  President." 
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The  article  as  it  was  written,  and  the  amended 
article  as  published,  appear  in  parallel  columns  in 
Mr.  Norvell's  testimony. 

A  comparison  of  the  doctrines  of  the  two  will  show 
how  cunning  was  the  fraud  attempted. 

Hoping  still  to  make  this  article  useful,  Mr.  Gould 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
August  30th,  with  the  manifest  purpose  of  drawing  out 
a  denial  or  admission  that  the  article  in  the  Times 
correctly  reflected  the  intended  financial  policy  of  the 
administration  for  the  next  three  or  four  months. 
This  letter  is  made  a  part  of  Mr.  Boutwell's  testimony. 
The  brief  and  formal  reply  of  the  Secretary  gave  Gould 
no  clue  to  the  purposes  of  the  government. 

About  the  1st  of  September,  and  just  before  leaving 
New  York,  the  President  wrote  a  letter  to  Secretary 
Boutwell,  who  was  then  at  his  home  in  Massachusetts, 
in  which  the  President  spoke  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country,  and  suggested  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  .sell  gold  in  such  large  amounts,  to  force  down 
the  price,  while  the  crops  were  moving,  as  it  might 
thus  embarrass  the  West, 

This  letter  was  received  by  the  Secretary  on  the  4th 
September,  and  though  it  gave  no  order,  but  left  the 
whole  subject  to  his  discretion,  yet  he  determined  not 
to  sell  so  large  an  amount  during  September  as  he  hud 
done  in  the  preceding  months,  and  telegraphed  the 
Assistant  Secretary  at  Washington  not  to  sell  any  gold 
in.  addition  to  the  amount  required  for  the  sinking 
fund. 

Whether  the  conspirators  obtained  any  knowledge 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


REPORT   OF   THE   COUMITTEE   OP   CONGRESS.         153 

of  this  letter  and  telegram,  the  committee  have  been 
inable  to  determine;  but  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  Sep- 
tember gold  again  commenced  to  rise  rapidly,  and  on 
ttie  6th  touched  137§. 

All  this  time  Gould  continued  to  make  large  pur- 
chases. But,  as  Fisk  well  said,  "  the  whole  country 
was  against  them,"  and  one  after  another  of  Gould's 
associates  became  alarmed.  W.  S.  Woodward  testi- 
fies, that  he  bought  far  more  than  he  intended  to, 
and  that  he  got  Gould  to  take  all  but  four  millions 
off  his  hands.  Other  brokers  felt  the  same  alarm.  It 
was  evident  that  the  movement  was  wholly  arti- 
ficial. The  confidence  in  United  States  bonds  in- 
creased in  Europe  every  day.  The  prospect  for 
abundant  crops  was  fiattering. 

In  spite  of  many  forced  operations,  the  export  of 
specie  was  unusually  light.  Gold  came  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters,  and  even  commenced  to  return  from 
Europe.     Jay  Gould  himself  testifies : 

"  I  did  not  want  to  buy  so  much  gold.  •  *  *  X 
had  to  buy  or  else  to  back  down  and  sliow  the  white 
feather.  *  *  *  I  was  forced  into  it  by  the  bears 
selling  out.  They  were  bound  to  put  it  down.  I  got 
into  the  contest.  And  all  these  other  fellows  deserted 
me  like  rats  from  a  ship.  Kimber  sold  out  and  got 
short," 

In  Mr.  Gould's  efforts  to  force  up  the  price  &f  gold 
he  seems  to  have  left  no  means  untried  to  open  every 
avenue  of  information,  and  to  buy  or  conciliate  siU  pos- 
sible influence  and  aid.  He  placed  General  Butter- 
field  under  obligation  to  him  by  a  private  loan,  and 
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by  inviting  him  to  join  iu  buying  a  controlling  share 
of  the  stock  of  the  Tenth  National  Bank ;  and  he 
swears,  though  General  Butterfield  denies  it,  that  he 
bought  and  carried,  during  August  and  September,  on 
the  General's  order,  and  for  his  profit,  $1,500,000 
of  gold. 

To  secure  the  more  earnest  aid  of  Corbin,  and  Ms 
pretended  knowledge  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the 
President,  he  bought,  in  two  lots,  and  carried  for  Cor- 
bin, one  and  a  half  millions  of  gold.  This  is  admitted 
by  Corbin,  and  the  memorandum  of  the  purchase, 
dated  September  2d,  is  a  part  of  the  evidence.  On 
the  6th  of  September,  Corbin  received  from  Gould 
$25,000,  the  profits  which  had  accrued  in  one  week 
on  the  smaller  of  the  two  lots.  These  purchases  were 
made  by  Gould  without  margins  or  security. 

In  addition  to  the  infiuence  thm  obtained  by  pur- 
chase, he  pretended  that  the  President  had  become  a 
convert  to  his  theory  of  putting  up  the  price  of  gold 
to  aid  the  business  of  the  country ;  and  he  had  heard 
the  President  tell  Corbin  that  he  (the  President)  had 
countermanded  Boutwell's  order  to  sell  gold  during 
the  month  of  September.  Corbin  swears  tliat  he  never 
heard  the  President  make  such  a  statement,  and  Mr. 
Boutwell  testifies  that  the  President  gave  no  order  on 
the  subject. 

Such  were  the  means  employed  by  Gould  to  secure 
influence  in  his  effort  to  depreciate  the  currency  of  the 
country. 

With  all  the  purchases  he  had  made  up  to  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  he  had  not  been  able  to  hold  the 
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price  above  135  and  136.  Deserted  by  Woodward 
and  Kimber,  and  unsupported  by  his  old  associate,  his 
situation  grew  desperate,  and  he  once  more  invited 
Fisk  to  join  him. 

Fisk  replied  that  the  skies  did  not  look  bright ;  that 
the  tendency  of  gold  was  downward ;  that  everybody 
was  opposed  to  an  upward  movement,  and  that  if  they 
should  buy  much  the  Treasury  would  sell. 

It  would  appear  that  nothing  but  the  scent  of  cor- 
ruption could  sharpen  the  appetite  of  Fisk  for  the 
game  which  his  leader  was  pursuing.  His  own  testi- 
mony on  this  point  exhibits  his  singular  depravity  and 
the  kind  of  influences  which  could  move  him  to  act  in 
opposition  to  his  own  judgment. 

He  was  told  that  Corbiu  had  enlisted  the  interest 
of  persons  high  in  authority,  that  the  President,  Mrs. 
Grant,  General  Porter  and  General  Butterfield  were 
corruptly  interested  in  the  movement,  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been  forbidden  to  sell 
gold.  Though  these  declarations  were  wickedly  false, 
as  the  evidence  abundantly  shows,  yet  the  compounded 
villainy  presented  by  Gould  and  Corbin  was  too  tempt- 
ing a  bait  for  Fisk  to  resist  He  joined  the  movement 
at  once,  and  brought  to  its  aid  all  the  force  of  his  mag- 
netic and  infectious  enthusiasm.  The  malign  influ- 
ence which  Cataline  wielded  over  the  reckless  and 
abandoned  youth  of  Rome  finds  a  fitting  parallel  in 
the  power  which  Fisk  carried  into  Wall  street,  wheri, 
followed  by  the  thugs  of  Erie  and  the  debauchees  of 
the  Opera  Honse,  he  swept  into  the  gold-room  and 
defied  both  the  street  and  the  Treasury.     Indeed,  the 
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whole  gold  movement  is  not  an  unworthy  copy  of  that 
great  conspiracy  to  lay  Rome  in  ashes  and  deluge  its 
streets  in  blood,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  those 
who  were  to  apply  the  torch  and  wield  the  dagger. 

With  the  great  revenues  of  the  Erie  Railway  Com- 
pany at  their  command,  and  having  converted  the 
Tenth  National  Bank  into  a  manufactory  of  certified 
checks  to  be  used  as  cash  at  their  pleasure,  they  terri- 
fied all  opponents  by  the  gigantic  power  of  their  com- 
bination, and  amazed  and  dazzled  the  dissolute  gam- 
blers of  Wall  street  by  declaring  that  they  had  in 
league  with  them  the  chief  officers  of  the  national 
government.     On  this  point,  Mr.  Hodgskin  testifies: 

"  When  they  had  purchased  a  large  amount  of  this 
gold,  probably  thirty  or  forty  millions,  they  began  to 
circulate  the  rumor,  or,  at  all  events,  the  rumors  began 
to  be  afloat — about  the  middle  of  September,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  recollect — that  the  parties  who,  as  the  expres- 
sion was,  were  manipulating  the  gold  market,  had  in 
league  with  them  pretty  much  everybody  in  authority 
in  the  United  States,  beginning  with  President  Grant 
and  ending  with  the  doorkeepers  of  Congress.  The 
President  was  reported  as  having  a  large  interest,  as 
well  as  every  member  of  his  cabinet,  especially  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  also,  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  Congress.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
these  stories  were  set  afloat  by  these  men  themselves, 
in  order  to  frighten  people  into  buying  gold," 

Possessed  of  these  real  and  pretended  powers,  the 
conspirators  soon  had  at  their  command  an  army  of 
brokers,  as  corrupt  as  themselves,  though  less  powerful 
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and  daring.  They  opened  an  account  for  the  "  pool," 
which  tiiey  styled  the  national  gold  account,  hoping 
thus  to  strengthen  the  pretence  that  officers  of  the  na- 
tional government  were  interested  with  them. 

They  gradually  pushed  the  price  of  gold  from  135|, 
where  it  stood  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  September, 
until  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  22d,  they  held 
it  firm  at  140^.  Russell  A.  Hills,  clerk  for  William 
Heath  &  Co.,  had  bought  seven  millions  for  the  clique. 
James  Ellis,  partner  of  the  same  firm,  had  bought  for 
them  $6,895,000  more,  under  orders  to  put  up  the 
price  and  hold  it  there. 

Woodward  testifies  that  he  bought  eighteen  mil- 
lions, of  which  ten  millions  were  taken  by  Gould. 

H.  K.  Enos  testifies  that  he  bought  ten  millions. 

E.  K.  Wiilard  testifies  that  he  bought  ten  millions. 

Chas,  E.  Quincy,  of  Heath  and  Co.,  testifies  that  he 
held  over  fourteen  millions, 

■  On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  22d,  gold  stood 
at  140^,  and  according  to  Fisk's  testimony  the  con- 
spirators held  calls  frOm  fifty  to  sixty  millions.  Mr. 
Gonld.thinks  it  was  not  more  than  twenty-five  millions, 
but  his  partner  (Smith)  testifies  that  they  held  from 
forty  to  fifty  or  fifty-five  millions,  in  the  purchase  of 
which  they  had  employed  from  fifty  to  sixty  brokers. 
No  better  proof  was  needed  that  the  natural  tendency 
of  gold  was  downward  than  the  fact  that  it  required 
these  enormous  purchases,  with  all  the  accompaniments 
of  fraud,  to  hold  it  three  cents  higher  than  it  had  stood 
sixteen  days  before. 

During  the  ten  days  in  wlia-ch.  these  purchases  were 
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made,  the  conspirators  were  disturbed  by  the  move- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

About  the  14th  of  September  it  became  known  in 
New  York  that  within  a  few  days  Secretary  Boutwell 
would  pass  through  the  city,  and  that  he  had  accepted 
an  invitation  to  dine  at  the  Union  League  Club.  It 
was  noised  about  that  the  dinner  was  gotten  up  by 
parties  short  of  gold,  who  expected  to  use  the  occasion 
to  influence  the  Secretary  in  favor  of  increasing  his 
sales  of  gold,  and  breaking  up  the  supposed  clique- 
Mr.  Gould  became  alarmed  at  the  confident  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary's  intentions  were  spoken  of,  and 
solicitous  as  to  what  effect  the  bears  and  business  men 
might  have  on  the  Secretary's  policy. 

He  called  on  Corbin,  and  communicated  his  fears. 
The  testimony  shows  that  he  distrusted  Corbin's  pre- 
tended influence.  For  nearly  a  fortnight  he  had  called 
twice  a  day,  and  while  studying  the  situation  was  nar- 
rowly watching  Corbin's  behavior.  He  knew  that 
every  cent  of  advance  in  the  price  of  gold  added 
$15,000  to  Corbin's  profit  from  the  gold  movement, 
and  that  this  fact  might  explain  Corbin's  pretence  of 
knowing  the  President's  purposes,  and  of  being  able 
to  influence  them. 

Corbin  continued  to  assure  Gould  that  there  was  no 
danger,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  ITth  of  September 
it  was  agreed  that  the  former  should  address  a  letter 
to  the  President,  urging  him  not  to  interfere  in  the 
gold  market  by  ordering  or  permitting  sales  from  the 
Treasury.  During  that  night  Corbin  wrote  a  long 
letter  on  the  subject,  which  was  not  considered  worth 
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preserving,  but  was  destroyed  soon  after  it  was  re- 
ceived by  the  President.  The  testimony  shows  that 
the  letter  contained  no  reference  to  the  private  specu- 
lations of  Corbin,  but  urged  the  President  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  fight  then  going  on  between  the  bulls 
and  bears,  nor  to  allow  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  do  so  by  any  sales  of  gold.  The  letter  also  repeated 
the  old  arguments  in  regard  to  transportation  of  the 
crops.  Its  contents  are  exhibited  in  the  testimony 
of  both  Corbin  and  Gould. 

"While  Corbin  was  writing  it,  Gould  called  upon 
Fisk  to  furnish  his  most  faithful  servant  to  carry  the 
letter.  W.  O.  Chapin  was  designated  as  the  messen- 
ger, and  early  on  the  following  morning  went  to  Mr. 
Corbin's  house  and  received  it,  together  with  a  note 
to  General  Porter.  He  was  instructed  to  proceed  with 
all  possible  haste,  and  telegraph  Fisk  as  soon  as  the 
letter  was  delivered.  He  reached  Pittsburg  a  little 
after  midnight,  and  proceeding  at  once  by  carriage  to 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  thirty  miles  distant,  deliv- 
ered the  letter  to  the  President,  and,  after  waiting 
some  time,  asked  if  there  was  any  answer.  The  Pres- 
ident told  him  there  was  no  answer,  and  he  hurried 
away  to  the  nearest  telegraph  office  and  sent  to  Mr. 
Fisk  this  despatch ;  "  Letters  delivered  all  right,"  and 
then  returned  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Fisk  appears  to  have  interpreted  the  "  all  right" 
of  the  despatch  as  an  answer  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Corbin  letter,  and  says  he  proceeded  in  his  enormous 
purchases  upon  that  supposition.  The  relation  of  this 
letter  to  the  whole  transaction  is  sufficiently  important 
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to  warrant  a  fuller  statement  in  regard  to  it.  The 
messenger  Chapin,  in  his  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee, details  with  great  minuteness,  his  part  in  this 
transaction.  He  says  he  delivered  a  letter  addressed 
to  General  Porter  in  the  parlor,  and  that  a  few  min- 
utes afterwards,  as  the  President  entered  the  porch  of 
the  house,  he  delivered  the  letter  addressed  to  him. 
Chapin's  testimony  is  as  follows: 

"  Q.  AVere  any  words  said  either  by  the  President 
or  General  Porter  giving  the  least  information  as  to 
what  these  letters  contained? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was 
not. 

Q  Were  you  informed  before  you  left  New  York 
what  the  substance  of  the  letters  was? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  was  not.     I  had  no  knowledge  of  it  in  any  way. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  by  your  telegram  to  say  that  the 
President  answered  that  the  contents  of  the  letter  were 
all  right''? — A.  No;  I  did  not  know  anything  about 
the  contents  of  the  letter.  I  meant  to  say  that  he  had 
received  the  letters  and  read  them;  that  they  had  been 
delivered  all  right. 

Q,  You  did  not,  in  your  telegram,  allude  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  letters  or  the  subject-matter,  of  them  1 — A. 
No,  nothing  of  the  kind." 

The  account  given  of  this  transaction  by  General 
Porter  is  as  follows ; 

"While  we  were  stopping  at  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  President  and  I  were  engaged  one  morn- 
.  in;;  playing  a  game  of  croquet  in  the  yard.  I  was 
told  that  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  wanted  to 
see  me,  and  I  sent  him  word  to  wait  till  we  had  fin- 
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ished  the  game.  I  then  walked  into  the  parlor,  the 
President  taking  a  seat  in  the  porch,  near  the  window 
A  gentleman  in  the  room  handed  me  a  letter,  which  I 
opened.     It  was  to  this  elFect : 

"  New  Yorlc,  (I  forget  the  date.) 
"  The  bearer  has  a  letter  which  he  desires  to  deliver 
to  the  President.    Please  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  A.  E.  CORBIN." 

"  I  called  to  the  President,  and  he  stepped  into  the 
parlor,  and  a  letter  was  handed  to  him  by  this  messen- 
ger. The  President  walked  out,  I  think,  on  the  stoop, 
reading  it,  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  walked  out  in  another 
direction.  The  messenger  was  still  sitting  in  the  parlor 
alone.  A  few  moments  afterward  the  President  re- 
turned, and  this  gentleman  arose,  hesitated  a  moment, 
and  said:  'Any  reply?  or 'Anything  further?  The 
President  said  '  No  answer ;'  and  the  messenger  started 
off,  got  into  a  buggy,  and  drove  away.  I  said  to  the 
President,  '  Who  is  that  man  %'  He  said,  '  I  do  not 
know.  Why  V  I  said,  '  I  merely  asked  on  account 
of  the  peculiarity  of  the  letter  of  introduction  which 
he  brought  to  me;  his  name  is  not  mentioned  in  it.' 
He  said,  '  Letter  of  introduction  from  whom  %'  I  re- 
plied, 'from  Mr.  Corbin  of  New  York.'  He  said, '  Is 
that  messenger  from  New  York  "V  I  said, '  He  appears 
to  be.'  He  seemed  quite  surprised,  and  vras  silent  for  a 
few  moments,  and  then,  and  in  some  subsequent  conver- 
sation, he  gave  me  the  impression  that  he  supposed  this 
man  was  a  messenger  from  the  post  office,  who  had 
merely  brought  the  mail  up.     It  had  been  customary 
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for  the  postmaster  himself,  or  one  of  his  clerks,  to 
bring  the  mail  to  the  President,  and  deliver  it  in 
person. 

Q.  In  what  the  President  said  to  the  messenger, 
did  you  understand  that  any  reference  was  made  to 
the  contents  of  the  letter  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  letter  which  you  received  in  existence? — 
A,  It  is  not.  It  was  an  ordinary  note,  which  I  tore  up 
a  moment  afterwards, 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  letter  addressed  to 
the  President  is  in  existence  or  not  ? — A.  My  under- 
standing is  that  it  is  not.  It  was  destroyed  at  the 
time. 

Q.  State  what  is  the  habit  of  the  President  in  that 
respect ;  whether  he  is  in  the  habit  of  destroying  let- 
ters addressed  to  him  or  not. — A.  He  destroys  a  great 
many,  all  that  are  not  of  importance  for  the  files. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  his  files  1 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  If  that  letter  was  in  existence,  would  you  have 
knowledge  of  it  ? — A.  It  would  be  in  my  custody  in 
all  probability." 

This  letter,  which  Corbin  had  led  his  co-conspirators 
to  trust  as  their  safeguard  against  interference  from  Mr. 
Boutwell,  finally  proved  their  rain.  Its  effect  was  the 
very  reverse  of  what  they  anticipated. 

General  Porter  testifies : 

"The  letter  would  have  been  like  hundreds  of  other 
letters  received  by  the  President,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  feet  that  it  was  sent  by  a  special  messenger  from 
New  York  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  the  messen- 
ger having  to  take  a  carriage  and  ride  some  twenty- 
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eight  miles  from  Pittsburg.  This  letter,  sent  in  that 
way,  urging  a  certain  policy  on  the  administration,  taken 
in  connection  with  some  rumors  that  had  got  into  the 
newspapers  at  that  time  as  to  Mr.  Corbin's  having  be- 
come a  great  bull  in  gold,  excited  the  President's  sus- 
I)icions  and  he  believed  that  Mr.  Corbin  must  have  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  those  speculations;  that  he  was 
not  actuated  simply  by  a  desire  to  see  a  certain  policy 
cairied  out  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  administration.  Feel- 
ing in  that  way,  he  suggested  to  Mrs.  Grant  to  say,  in  a 
letter  she  was  writing  to  Mrs.  Corbin,  that  rumors  had 
reached  her  that  Mr,  Corbin  was  connected  with  spec- 
ulators in  New  York,  and  that  she  hoped  that  if  this 
was  so  he  would  disengage  himself  from  them  at  once ; 
that  he  (the  President)  was  very  much  distressed  at 
such  rumors.  She  wrote  a  letter  that  evening,  which 
I  did  not  see.  That,  I  think,  was  the  night  after  the 
messenger  arrived,  and  while  we  were  still  at  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania," 

Both  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  Corbin  have  testified  in 
regard  to  this  letter,  and  they  state  its  contents  sub- 
stantiifUy  as  given  by  General  Porter. 

It  was  received  in  New  York  on  the  evening  of 
Wednesday,  the  22d.  Late  that  night  Mr.  Gould 
called  at  Corbin's  house.  Corbin  disclosed  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter,  and  they  sat  down  to  consider  its 
significance.  Both  have  detailed  at  length  in  their 
evidence  what  transpired  between  them  that  night  and 
the  following  morning. 

This  letter  created  the  utmost  alarm  in  the  minds 
of  both  these  conspirators.     It  showed  Corbin  that  his 
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duplicity  was  now  strongly  suspected,  if  not  actually 
discovered,  It  showed  Gould  that  he  had  been  de- 
ceived by  Corbin's  representations,  and  that  a  blow 
from  the  Treasury  might  fall  upon  him  at  any  hour. 

The  picture  of  these  two  men  that  night,  as  pre- 
sented in  the  evidence,  is  a  remarkable  one.  Shut  up 
in  the  library,  near  midnight,  Corbin  was  bending  over 
the  table  and  straining  with  dim  eyes  to  decipher  and 
read  the  contents  of  a  letter,  written  in  pencil,  to  his 
wife,  while  the  great  gold  gambler,  looking  over  his 
shoulder,  caught  with  his  shai-per  vision  every  word. 

The  envelope  was  examined,  with  its  post-mark  and 
date,  and  all  the  circumstances  which  lent  significance 
to  the  document.  In  (hat  interview  Corbin  had  the 
advantage,  for  he  had  had  time  to  mature  a  plan.  He 
seems  to  have  determined,  by  a  new  deception,  to  save 
his  credit  with  the  President,  and  at  the  same  time 
reap  the  profit  from  his  speculation  with  Mr.  Gould, 
lie  represented  to  Gould  tlie  dangsr  of  allowing  the 
President  any  reason  to  believe  that  he,  Corbin,  was 
engaged  in  speculation,  and  said  he  had  prepared  a 
letter  to  the  President  denying  that  he  had  any  inter- 
est in  the  movement,  direct  or  indirect,  and  said  he 
must  send  the  letter  by  the  first  mail,  but  that  in  order 
to  send  it  it  must  be  true.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to 
Gould  that  they  should  settle  the  purchase  of  a  million 
and  a  half  by  Gould,  paying  to  him  the  accrued  profits, 
which  as  gold  stood  that  night,  would  amount  to  over 
$100,000  in  addition  to  the  $25,000  he  had  already 
received. 

Gould  was  unwilling  either  to  refuse  or  accept  the 
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proposition.  Fearful,  on  the  one  hand,  of  losing  his 
money,  and  on  the  other  of  incuiiing  Corbin's  hostility, 
he  asked  a  delay  until  morning,  and  in  the  meantime 
enjoined  and  maintained  secrecy  in  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  letter.  The  next  morning  they  met  again 
and  concerning  this  interview  their  testimony  disagrees 
Corbin  says  that  Gould  offered  him  $100,000  on  ac- 
count if  he  would  remain  in  the  pool,  but  swears  that, 
by  an  heroic  effort  of  virtue  on  his  part,  and  urged  by 
the  entreaty  of  his  wife,  he  declined  the  offer.  Gould 
swears  that  Corbin  insisted  on  receiving  full  payment 
and  discharge.  Corbin  says  that  Gould  gave  him  a 
look  of  deep  distrust,  exclaiming,  "  If  the  contents  of 
Mrs.  Grant's  letter  is  known,  I  am  a  ru'ned  man.  Cor- 
bin promised  secrecy,  and  the  conference  broke  up. 

Gould  went  from  Corbin's  house  to  the  office  of  the 
Erie  Railroad,  still  keeping  Mrs,  Grant's  letter  a  secret 
from  Fisk.  Later  in  the  day  he  disclosed  only  enough 
of  the  truth  to  make  Fisk  jointly  responsible  for  what- 
ever amount  of  money  he  should  pay  to  Corbin.  Of 
this  transaction  Mr.  Fisk  says : 

"  Mr.  Gould  says  to  me,  '  Old  Corbin  feels  troubled 
and  nervous  about  some  gold;  he  wants  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars.'  '  What  do  you  think  of  itl'  Said 
I, "  If  he  wants  that  money  to  deal  out  to  people,  and 
it  will  help  to  strengthen  our  position  in  regard  to  this 
gold,  we  will  give  him  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
thousand,'  '  Well,'  said  he,  *  do  as  yoa  please.'  I 
went  immediately  and  got  a  check  for  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  and  gave  it  to  Gould,  who  said  he  would 
give  it  to  Corbin  that  night." 
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Mr.  Gould  testifies  that  the  check  was  drawn  but 
never  paid  to  Corbin. 

Mr.  Fislt  knew  only  of  Corbin's  nervousness,  but 
Gould  knew  far  more.  He  says  that  Corbin  had  de- 
ceived him  in  pretending  to  possess  knowledge  of  the 
President's  purposes,  and  of  being  in  any  way  able  to 
inSuence  them.  He  saw  the  whole  extent  of  the 
danger  and  the  ruin  which  a  Treasury  sale  would 
bring  upon  him.  New  victims  were  prepared  and  a 
new  scheme  devised  to  save  himself. 

Mr.  Gould's  plan  appears  to  have  been  that  Fisk 
and  others  should  push  on  the  work  of  buying  and 
crowding  up  the  price  of  gold,  but  that  he  himself 
would  buy  only  enough  to  keep  up  appearances,  while 
he  was  quietly  and  rapidly  selling  as  large  amounts  as 
possible  without  exciting  the  suspicions  of  his  asso- 
ciates. William  Belden,  a  former  partner  of  Fisk,  be- 
came a  ready  tool  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  pur- 
pose. Bringing  with  him  a  crowd  of  fresh  brokers,  he 
went  noisily  into  the  street,  proclaiming  everywhere 
that  gold  was  going  up  much  higher,  and  gave  un- 
limited orders  to  buy.  That  he  might  have  the  credit 
on  which  to  base  his  purchases,  he  referred  to  Fisk 
and  Smith,  Gould,  Martin  &  Co.,  as  his  principals 
and  backers.  Whether  it  was  an  afterthought  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  conspirators,  or  a  device  pre- 
pared in  advance  to  enable  them  t«  repudiate  their 
purchases,  is  a  matter  of  doubt;  but  it  appears  in  the 
evidence  that  Fisk  held  a  letter  from  Belden,  which 
gave  him  unlimited  authority  to  purchase  gold  at 
Eelden's  risk,  and  to  give  any  orders  he  chose  to  Bel- 
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den's  brokers.  Belden  swears  he  has  no  remem- 
brance of  this  letter.  Early  Thursday  morning  Belden 
brought  into  his  back  oiRce  Mr.  Albert  Speyers  and 
introduced  him  to  Fisk,  Gould,  and  Smith,  telling  him 
to  take  orders  from  Mr.  Fisk,  and  made  the  undoubted 
impression  on  Speyer's  mind  that  he  was  to  act  as 
broker  of  the  whole  party.  Armed  with  this  author- 
ity, and  in  common  with  many  other  brokers,  Speyers 
proceeded  to  buy  gold.  His  first  order  was  "buy 
quickly  two  millions;"  and  a  few  minutes  later,  "con- 
tinue to  buy."  When  he  hesitated  he  was  told  to  go 
on  and  buy  without  fear,  Mr.  Stimson  bought  many 
millions  under  an  order  to  put  gold  to  forty-four. 
Many  other  brokers  bought  vast  sums  under  similar 
orders.  But  while  these  tools  and  victims  of  the  clique 
were  buying,  Gould  himself  was  selling.  He  says  of 
that  days's  business : 

"  My  purchases  were  very  light.  I  was  a  seller  of 
gold  that  day.  I  purchased  merely  enough  to  make 
believe  that  I  was  a  bull." 

While  Gould  was  quietly  selling  many  millions,  and 
Belden  buying  more  miUions  than  he  knew  of,  Fisk 
spent  half  an  hour  in  the  gold-room,  the  scene  of  the 
greatest  excitement,  received  the  adulation  of  his  sate- 
lites,  and  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  bears  by 
offering  to  bet  any  part  of  $50,000  that  gold  would 
sell  at  200.  After  gloating  awhile  over  the  impend- 
ing ruin  which  they  had  planned  he  withdrew  to  col- 
lect his  forces  for  the  next  day's  work. 

Thursday  afternoon  gold  closed  at  about  144,  and 
the  conspirators,  flushed  with  apparent  success,  held  a 
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meeting  that  evening  to  lay  plans  for  the  next  day's 
campaign.  The  operations  of  the  gold-cleaiing  house, 
which  usually  amount  to  seventy  millions,  had  reached 
that  day,  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  millions.  The 
clique  held  calls  for  more  than  one  hundred  millions 
of  gold,  and  as  there  were  not  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  actual  gold  and  gold  certificates  in  New  York, 
outside  of  the  sub-treasury,  they  seemed  to  be  masters 
of  the  situation.  Every  man  that  had  bought  or 
loaned  gold  owed  it  to  them,  and  must  buy  it  of  them 
or  settle  at  such  ruinous  rates  as  they  might  dictate. 
They  had  a  full  list  of  all  who  were  short  of  gold, 
including  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  prominent 
firms  in  New  York,  many  of  them  leading  bankers 
and  merchants,  whose  legitimate  business  required 
large  purchases  of  gold. 

At  that  meeting  it  was  proposed  to  publish  this  list 
next  morning  in  all  the  city  papers,  stating  the 
amount  each  firm  was  short,  and  how  much  gold  the 
clique  held,  and  informing  the  victims  that  if  they 
did  not  settle  at  160  before  3  o'clock  a  higher  rale 
would  be  demanded. 

So  strongly  did  this  shameless  proposal  comijiend 
itself  to  some  of  the  conspirators  that  they  sent  for 
counsel  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  legal  obsta- 
cle in  the  way.  They  were  informed  that  such  a 
course  would  constitute  a  conspiracy  under  the  stat- 
utes of  New  York,  and  for  this  reason,  or  perhaps  for 
fear  of  popular  fury,  the  scheme  was  abandoned. 

It  was  finally  determined  to  put  gold  up  still  further 
and  to  continue  the  work  of  the  previous  day  on  a 
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still  larger  scale.  Early  on  Friday  morning  Fisk  antl 
Gould  drove  down  to  Wall  street,  reading  on  their 
way  from  the  morning  papers  the  unmistakable  signs 
of  the  wrath  in  store  for  them.  Nothing  can  more 
strikingly  exhibit  the  artificial  and  unnatural  charac- 
ter of  speculation  in  gold  than  one  of  the  answers  of 
Mr,  Fisk  when  asked  why  he  feared  any  sale  the 
Treasury  could  make,  while  the  clique  held  calls  for 
six  times  as  much  gold  as  there  was  in  New  York 
outside  the  sub-treasury,  and  much  more  than  both 
the  Treasury  and  the  city  could  command,  he  an- 
swered, "Oh,  our  phantom  gold  can't  stand  the  weight 
of  the  real  stuff." 

They  made  Heath's  office  their  headquarters,  and, 
with  bullies  standing  as  guards  at  the  door  and  a 
crowd  of  runners  at  their  elbows,  issued  the  final 
orders  for  their  grand  assault  upon  the  commercial 
community. 

Belden  was  the  man  of  straw,  in  whose  name  all 
purchases  that  day  were  to  be  made.  Fisk  was  to 
give  the  orders  to  buy,  so  as  to  leave  it  to  be  inferred 
that  they  were  for  account  of  himself  and  Gould, 
otherwise  brokers  would  not  have  executed  the  orders. 
Willard  was  to  attend  to  the  loans  and  to  force  the 
collection  of  all  the  money  they  could  by  way  of  mar- 
gins from  borrowers.  Speyers,  deceived  and  confiding, 
but  utterly  imprudent  and  injudicious,  was  to  be  the 
convenient  tool  to  bid  up  the  market  in  the  gold-room. 

Smith,  Osborne,  Dater,  and  Simpson,  and  other 
leading  brokers  of  this  clique,  were  to  frighten  the 
borrowers  of  gold  into  private  settlements  in  their 
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office,  and  Jay  Gould,  the  guilty  plotter  of  all  these 
criminal  proceedings,  determined  to  betray  his  own 
associates,  silent  and  imperturbable,  by  nods  and  whis- 
pers, directed  all.  lie  knew  that  day  better  than  ever 
the  value  of  silence,  and  as  he  testified  to  the  com- 
mittee : 

"  I  had  my  own  plans,  and  did  not  mean  that  any- 
body should  say  that  I  had  opened  my  mouth  that 
day,  and  I  did  not," 

At  nine  o'clock  Speyers  received  his  first  instruc- 
tions. He  testifies  that  he  met  Belden  coming  out  of 
his  office,  who  said: 

"  '  Come  with  me  to  Heath's  office.'  He  also  said, 
'This  will  be  the  last  day  of  the  gold-room.  We 
have  got  over  $110,000,000  of  calls,  (meaning  that 
they  had  a  right  to  call  for  $110,000,000  at  a  certain 
price,)  and  we  have  an  immense  amount  of  money 
and  can  buy  all  the  gold  the  government  dare  to  sell. 
You  need  not  be  afraid  of  any  orders  that  are  given 
you;  you  will  be  all  right.'  We  had  now  reached 
Mr.  Heatli's  office,  (this  was  said  on  the  way  to 
Heath's  office,)  where  I  found  Fisk  and  Gould  and 
others.  Fisk  told  me  to  buy  all  the  gold  I  could  get 
at  145,  or  under.  He  sj;oke  loud  in  the  Jiearing  of 
everybody.  The  market  price  (that  was  before  the 
board)  was  then  143.J.  I  then  went  to  the  gold-room 
and  began  to  buy  cautiously  until  it  passed  my  limit 
of  145.  Then,  while  I  was  standing  there,  a  slip  of 
paper  was  handed  to  me,  on  which  was  written,  '  Put 
it  to  150  at  once,'  signed,  '  James  Fisk,  Jr.,'  and 
addressed  '  A.  Speyers.'     I  continued  to    buy  until  I 
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got  it  Up  to  loQ.  I  went  back  to  Mr.  Heath's  office 
several  times  during  my  purchases,  and.  reported  to 
Messrs.  Fisk  and  Gouid,  showing  both  of  them  what 
I  had  done.  Fisk  said, '  All  right.  Go  back  and 
take  all  what  you  can  get  at  150.' " 

Again, 

"I  themvent  back  to  Mr.  Fisk  and  told  him  what 
had  happened,  (viz.,  that  gold  had  gone  above  1 50.)  He 
said  he  had  heard  ^f  it,  and  he  added:  ■'Go  and  bid 
gold  up  to  160.  Take  all  you  can  get  at  160.  But 
you  will  be  too  late,  for  I  have  given  orders  to  other 
brokers  already  to  buy  at  160."  I  then  went  back 
and  bought  gold  until  I  got  it  up  to  160.  After  1  had 
bought  a  lot  at  16Q,  I  reported  again  to  Mr.  Fisk,  and 
he  told  me  I  should  continue  to  buy  at  160.  Gold 
passed  160  and  went  up  to  163^" 

Before  noon  Speyers  had  purchased  nearly  sixty 
millions,  and.  other  brokers  had  so  swelled  the  amount 
that  Belden  swears  he  has  no  means  of  knowing  how 
much  gold  was  bought  in  his  name. 

In  the  meantime  Osborne,  and  Willard,  and  Smith 
were  taking  the  borrowers  of  gold,  one  after  another, 
into  their  private  offices,  and  by  working  on  theii 
fears,  and  threatening  them  to  advance  the  market  to 
200,  frightened  and  bullied  them  into  making  private 
settlements  at  ruinous  rates.  At  short  intervals  Wil- 
lard,  and  Smith,  and  others,  came  into  the  office  where 
Gould  was  sitting,  and  reported  these  settlements,  and 
still  Speyers  was  ordered  to  buy,  buy,  buy,  and  to  not 
let  the  price  go  below  160. 

One   thing  was,   of  course,   essential  to  complete 
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success  that  day.  The  clique  needed  vast  sums  of 
money  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  for  the  gold  that  parties 
who  declined  to  place  margins  in  their  hands  might 
return  to  them.  For  this  Gould  had  made,  as  he 
thought,  ample  provision.  He  had  some  time  before 
purchased  a  controUing  interest  in  the  Tenth  National 
Bank,  and  used  that  institution  as  a  convenience  to 
certify  the  checks  of  his  firm.  To  this  bank  he-  wrote 
a  letter  the  day  before  the  panic,  guaranteeing  them 
from  loss  tlirough  certifying  the  checks  of  William 
Heath  &  Co. 

Russell  A.  Hills,  clerk  of  Heath  &  Co.,  says: 

"He  told  me  that  the  Tenth  National  Bank  had 
agreed  to  certify  to  an  unlimited  extent,  day  by  day, 
A  short  time  afterwards  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
bank  came  into  the  office  of  William  Heath  &  Co., 
and  said  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  bank  to  certify, 
as  there  were  three  bank  examiners  in  there  to  pre- 
vent it." 

It  is  in  evidence  that  on  Thursday  the  bank  cer- 
tified checks  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions, 
and  on  Friday,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the 
examiners,  certified  fourteen  millions  more. 

While  this  desperate  work  was  going  on  in  New 
York,  its  alarming  and  ruinous  effects  were  reaching 
and  paralyzing  the  business  of  the  whole  country  and 
carrying  terror  and  ruin  to  thousands.  Business  men 
everywhere,  from  Boston  to  San  Francisco,  read 
disaster  in  every  new  bulletin.  The  price  of  gold 
fluctuated  so  rapidly  that  the  telegraphic  indicators 
could  not  keep  pace  with  its  movement.     The  com- 
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plicated  mechanism  of  these  Indicators  is  moved  by 
the  electric  current  carried  over  telegraphic  wires 
directly  from  the  gold-room,  and  it  is  in  evidence  that 
in  many  instances  these  wires  were  melted  or  burned 
off  in  the  efforts  of  operators  to  keep  up  with  the 
news. 

In  the  meantime  two  forces  were  preparing  to 
strike  the  conspirators  a  blow.  One  was  a  movement 
led  by  James  Brown,  a  Scotch  banker  of  New  York, 
and  supported  by  many  leading  bankers  and  mer- 
chants. The  situation  of  all  those  whose  legitimate 
business  required  the  purchase  of  gold  was  exceed- 
ingly critical,  and  the  boldest  of  them,  under  the  lead 
of  Brown,  joined  the  great  crowd  of  speculative  bears 
in  desperate  efforts  to  break  down  the  conspiracy  and 
put  down  the  price  of  gold  by  heavy  sales.  The 
other  was  a  movement  at  the  national  Capital. 

The  President  returned  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wash- 
ington on  Thursday,  the  23d,  and  that  evening  had  a 
consultation  witli  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  the  gold  market.  The  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Boutwell  shows  that  both  the  President 
and  himself  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  they  should, 
if  possible,  avoid  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
government  in  a  contest  where  both  parties  were 
struggling  for  private  gain ;  but  both  agreed  that  if  the 
price  of  gold  should  be  forced  still  higher,  so  as  to 
threaten  a  general  financial  panic,  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  interfere  and  protect  the  business  interests  of 
the  country.  The  next  morning  the  price  advanced 
rapidly,  and  telegrams  poured  into  Washington  from 
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aU  parts  of  the  country,  exhibiting  the  general  alarm 
and  urging  the  government  to  interfere  and,  if  possi- 
ble, prevent  a  financial  crash.  Soon  after  eleven 
o'clock  the  Secretary  called  at  the  Executive  Mansion. 
Concerning  that  visit  Mr.  Boutwell  says : 

"He  [the  President]  expressed  the  opinion,  almost  at 
the  beginning  of  the  conversation,  that  we  ought  to 
sell  $5,000,000.  I  recollect  expressing  the  opinion 
that  we  should  sell  $3,000,000,  because  that  was  the 
amount  that  I  had  in  my  mind  when  I  left  the  office, 
and  I  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
We  had  very  little  conversation  beyond  that.  I  re- 
turned almost  immediately,  without  saying  to  him 
whether  I  would  order  the  sale  of  $5,000,000,  or  of 
$3,000,000,  or  of  any  other  sum,  except  that  it  was 
agreed  that  gold  should  be  sold.  Upon  going  back  to 
my  office,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  would  ad- 
vertise the  sale  of  $4,000,000;  and  immediately  upon 
ray  return  to  my  office  I  dictated  a  dispatch,  which 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Bartlett,  my  short-hand  writer. 
The  following  is  a  copy: 

''Treasury  Bepartment,  September  24,  1869. 
"  Baniel  Bdtterfield, 

Assistant  Treasurer  XJ.  &,  New  York: 
"  Sell  four  millions  ($4,000,000)   gold   to-morrow, 
and  buy  four  millions  ($4,000,000)  bonds. 

"GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

"■Secretary  IVeasury. 
"  Charge  to  Bepartment. 
"Sent  11.42  A.  M." 
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The  message  was  not  in  cipher,  and  there  was  no 
attempt  to  keep  it  secret  It  was  duphcated,  and  a 
copy  sent  over  each  of  the  rival  lines.  The  one  sent 
by  the  Western  Union  line  was  dated  at  the  Treasury 
11.42,  Washington  time,  and  reached  General  Butter- 
field  12,10,  New  York  time.  That  sent  over  the 
Franklin  line  was  dated  at  the  Treasury  11.45,  and 
was  delivered  to  General  Butterfield  at  12.05  New 
York  time.  The  actual  time  occupied  in  transmitting 
the  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  to  General  Butter- 
field,  including  messenger  travel  at  both  ends  of  the 
line,  was  eight  minutes,  the  same  over  each  line;  but 
in  the  branch  office  of  the  Western  Union  Company, 
at  Washington,  there  was  a  delay  of  eight  minutes 
before  the  operator  could  get  control  of  the  wire. 
The  committee,  after  careful  examination,  found  no 
evidence  that  any  officers  or  employes  of  either  com- 
pany were  unfaithful  to  their  duty  in  regard  to  this 
dispatch.  Its  contents  may  have  been  heard  in  some 
of  the  telegraph  offices  in  New  York,  by  outside 
experts  standing  near  the  instruments,  and  thus  the 
news  may  have  been  known  in  the  gold-room  in  ad- 
vance of  its  publication ;  but  the  evidence  on  that 
point  is  not  conclusive.  A  few  minutes  before  noon, 
when  the  excitement  in  the  gold-room  had  risen  to  a 
tempest,  James  Brown  offered  to  sell  one  million  at 
162 ;  then  another  million  at  161 ;  and  then  five  mil- 
lions more  at  160;  and  the  market  broke.  About  ten 
minutes  afterwards  the  news  came  that  the  Treasury 
would  sell,  and  the  break  was  complete.  Within  the 
space  of  fifteen  minutes  the  price  fell  from  160  to  133, 
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and,  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  half  of 
Wall  street  was  involved  in  ruin. 

It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  conspirators 
escaped  fcom  the  fury  of  their  victims  and  took  refuge 
in  their  up-town  stronghold — the  office  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company. 

During  Thursday  and  Friday  they  had  sold  out,  at 
high  rates,  a  large  part  of  the  gold  they  had  previously 
purchased,  and  had  made  many  private  settlements  at 
rates  ruinous  to  their  victims.  They  at  once  repudiated 
all  the  purchases  they  had  made  through  Belden, 
amounting  to  seventy  millions,  and  it  is  evident  that, 
either  before  or  after  the  fact,  they  bought  Belden's 
consent  to  this  villainy. 

The  gold  clearing-house,  with  its  unlimited  facilities 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  gold  gamblers,  was  suffo- 
cated under  the  crushing  weight  of  its  transactions, 
and  its  doors  were  closed. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  final  pecuniary  results 
to  the  conspirators,  it  is  evident  that  on  that  day  Mr. 
Fisk,  at  least,  supposed  they  had  suffered  enormous 
losses.  He  called  on  Corbin  and  overwhelmed  him 
ivith  threats  and  denunciations.  In  his  evidence  con- 
cerning this  interview  he  says : 

"I  knew  that  somebody  had  run  asaw  right  into  us, 
and  said  I,  *  This  whole  thing  has  turned  out  just  as  I 
told  you  it  would,  I  considered  the  whole  party  a  pack 
of  cowards ;'  and  I  expected  that  when  we  came  to 
clear  our  hands  they  would  sock  it  right  into  us.  I  said 
to  him,  'I  don't  know  whether  you  have  lied  or  not, 
and  I  don't  know  what  ought  to  be  done  with  you.' 
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He  was  oh  one  side  of  the  table  weeping  and  wail- 
ing, and  I  was  gnashing  my  teeth." 

Gould  seemed  to  have  hope  that  Corbin  might  still 
be  of  some  service,  by  going  to  Washington  and  repre- 
senting to  the  President  that  the  effects  of  the  disaster 
on  all  parties  might  be  mitigated  by  suspending  the 
government's  order  to  sell  gold.  Fisk  joined  in  this 
proposal  with  but  little  hope,  and  said  in  regard  to 
Corbin's  going :  "  I  thought  that  the  further  off  he  was 
the  happier  I  should  be."  Two  days  before  this  Cor- 
bin had  written  to  the  President  denying,  in  the  most 
positive  terms,  that  he  had  any  interest,  direct  or  in- 
direct, in  the  gold  movement,  and  ventured  to  go  to 
Washington  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  Sunday  at- 
tempted to  talk  with  the  President  on  the  subject 
According  to  his  own  testimony,  and  also  that  of  Gen- 
eral Porter,  the  President  cut  hira  short  with  the 
remark  that  that  subject  was  closed  up.  Corbiu 
pursued  the  attempt  no  further,  and  that  night  returned, 
to  New  York,  The  fact  that  they  received  no  dispatch 
on  Sunday,  and  that  the  next  morning  further  sales  of 
government  gold  were  ordered,  showed  Fisk  and  Gould 
that  Corbin's  mission  had  failed.  He  made  no  report, 
and  the  three  conspirators  never  met  again.  Fisk  says 
of  this  mission  of  Corbin's  "Matters  took  such  a  turn 
that  it  was  no  use.  It  was,  each  man  drag  out  his  own 
corpse," 

On  Monday,  the  27th,  Fisk  and  Gould  tried  another 
method  of  saving  what  they  could  from  the  ruins  of 
Friday,  To  answer  the  demand  for  settlement,  made 
by  scores  of  victims,  they  obtained  from  some  of  the 
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courts  of  New  York  City,  in  a  single  day,  twelve  in- 
junctions and  judicial  orders,  which  placed  the  gold- 
clearing  house  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver ;  restrained 
its  officers  from  making  settlements,  except  on  the 
order  of  the  courts  ;  restrained  the  officers  of  the  Gold 
Exchange  from  enforcing  against  the  conspirators  their 
rules  to  compel  settlements  among  its  members.  The 
committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  follow  the 
history  of  the  settlements  further. 

In  reviewing  the  whole  subject,  the  committee  sub- 
mit the  following  conclusions ; 

First.  The  Gold  Exchange  and  the  Gold  Exchange 
Bank  are  creations  of  this  country  and  this  decade 
alone.  AU  their  operations  are  founded  on  the  differ- 
ence between  the  price  of  gold  and  of  paper  money.  All 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  country,  and  indeed  all  transac- 
tions where  the  commodityis  purchased  in  one  currency 
and  sold  in  another,  require  a  purchase,  loan,  or  sale  of 
gold  to  complete  the  transaction.  To  meet  this 
legitimate  necessity  of  business  these  institutions  were 
organized,  in  1862-63,  but  they  soon  became  the  in- 
struments of  reckless  speculation.  The  prominent 
bankers  and  merchants  who  testified  before  the  com- 
mittee were  nearly  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  there 
was  no  sufficient  reason  for  the  existence  of  these  in- 
stitutions; that  they  were  the  source  of  measureless 
evils,  and  ought  to  be  destroyed.  The  testimony  of 
William  E.  Dodge,  Sr.,  expresses  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  and  of  many  witnesses.  He  says  in  regard 
to  the  gold-room : 

"My  opinion  is,  that  without  that  organization  it 
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would  have  been  utterly  impossible  to  have  got  up  that 
panic.  In  the  open  market  no  such  excitement  can 
occur.  In  the  gold-room,  gold— or,  rather,  the  owner- 
ship of  gold— changes  hands  at  fictitious  values;  men 
of  almost  no  capital  buy  and  sell  gold,  which  they  do 
not,  in  reality,  possess,  merelyfor  purposes  of  specula- 
tion. There  is  no  legitimate  business  about  it,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  country  is  obliged  to  make  settlements 
at  the  current  rate  of  gold,  according  to  the  fictitious 
prices  established  by  those  gamblers.  Unscrupulous 
and  irresponsible  men,  without  a  hundred  dollars  in 
the  world,  either  in  gold  or  currency,  buy  and  sell  to 
the  extent  of  milhons  at  fictitious  prices;  and  every 
merchant  in  the  United  States  is  at  their  mercy.  The 
legitimate  gold  transactions  are  very  large,  but  they 
bear  no  kind  of  proportion  to  the  amount  that  changes 
hands  in  the  gold-room,  solely  as  a  matter  of  specula- 
tion. On  a  return  to  specie  payments,  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  a  gold-room  or  Gold  Exchange 
Bank,  in  the  regular  course  of  commerce— not  the  least 
m  the  world;  it  might  exist  for  a  time  as  a  mere 
gambling  house,  nothing  else.  Take  the  gold-room 
out  of  the  way,  and  the  commerce  in  gold  will  regulate 
itself.  I  look  upon  the  whole  thing  as  a  gambUng 
operation.  Such  transactions  ought  to  be  placed 
entirely  outside  the  pale  of  commerce.  Thelawou»ht 
to  treat  it  as  gamlling,  for  that  is  what  it  is ;  gambhng 
in  the  very  life-blood  of  the  nation,  in  the  currency  of 
the  country,  in  which  everyperson  throughout  the  land 
isinterested" 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hodg- 
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skin  gives  the  strongest  points  that  have  been  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  these  institutions. 

Second.  The  gold  conspiracy  has  already  been  so 
fully  exhibited  that  but  little  more  need  be  said.  It 
is  evident  that  the  tendency  of  gold  was  downward, 
and  that  the  movement  of  the  conspirators  was  wholly 
artificial  and  unnatural,  and  that  its  effects  were  most 
disastrous  to  the  legitimate  business  of  the  country. 
It  dealt  a  heavy  blow  to  our  credit  abroad  by  shaking 
the  faith  of  foreign  capitalists  in  the  stability  of  our 
trade  and  the  honesty  of  our  people.  At  home  its 
effects  extended  far  beyond  the  circle  of  those  who 
participated  In  it.  One  produced  another,  and  hun- 
dreds of  firms  engaged  in  legitimate  business  were 
wholly  ruined  or  seriously  crippled.  Importers  of 
foreign  goods  were  for  many  days  at  the  mercy  of  the 
gamblers,  and  suffered  heavy  losses.  For  many 
weeks  the  business  of  the  whole  country  was  para- 
lyzed— a  vast  volume  of  currency  was  drawn  from  the 
great  channels  of  industry  and  held  in  the  grasp  of 
the  conspirators.  Hundreds  of  active,  ambitious  men 
were  lured  from  the  honest  pursuit  of  wealth  by  the 
delusive  vision  of  sudden  fortune. 

The  effects  of  the  panic  are  thus  stated  by  Mr. 
George  Opdyke : 

"  It  produced  an  impression  on  the  mercantile  and 
financial  mind,  not  only  in  this  country  but  all  over 
the  world,  that  we  here  are  a  set  of  gamblers,  and 
that  it  is  not  safe  to  enter  into  any  contracts  with  us 
when  it  is  possible  for  a  small  combination  of  specu- 
lators to  monopolize  one  branch  of  our  currency,  the 
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coin,  which  performs  its  functions  now  as  it  did  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  so  far  as  our 
foreign  trade  is  concerned. 

The  shock  was  so  universal,  not  only  in  America 
but  abroad,  that  our  railroad  and  other  securities, 
which  before  that  had  been  selling  very  freely  on  the 
continent,  especially  in  Germany  and  Holland,  have 
since  found  but  little  market  abroad," 

The  foundations  of  business  morality  were  rudely 
shaken,  and  the  numerous  defalcations  that  shortly 
followed  are  clearly  traceable  to  the  mad  spirit  en- 
gendered by  speculation.  But,  however  strongly  we 
may  condemn  the  conspirators  themselves,  we  cannot 
lose  sight  of  those  causes  which  lie  behind  the  actors 
and  spring  from  our  financial  condition.  The  con- 
spiracy and  its  baneful  consequences  must  be  set 
down  as  one  of  the  items  in  the  great  bill  of  costs 
which  the  nation  is  paying  for  the  support  of  its  pres- 
ent financial  machinery.  For  all  purposes  of  in- 
ternal trade  gold  is  not  money,  but  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise; but  for  all  purposes  of  foreign  commerce 
it  is  our  only  currency, 

So  long  as  we  have  two  standards  of  value  recog- 
nized by  law,  which  may  be  made  to  vary  in  respect 
to  each  other  by  artificial  means,  so  long  will  specu- 
lation in  the  price  of  gold  offer  temptations  too  great 
to  be  resisted,  and  so  long  may  capital  continue  to  be 
diverted  from  enterprises  which  add  to  the  national 
wealth,  and  be  used  in  this  reckless  gambling  which 
ruins  the  great  majority  of  those  who  engage  in  it, 
and  endangers  the    business    of  the    whole   country. 
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Not  the  least  among  the  evils  which  grow  out  of  the 
condition  of  our  currency  is  the  necessity  which 
makes  the  national  government  a  dealer  in  gold. 
Whether  the  surplus  gold  be  hoarded  or  sold,  it 
creates  an  artificial  interference  in  the  business  of 
the  country,  and  devolves  upon  the  officers  who 
manage  it  most  delicate  and  difficult  duties. 

The  committee  find  that  the  custom  adopted  by 
some  of  the  national  banks  of  certifying  checks 
which  do  not  represent  cash  deposits,  and  which  if 
presented  immediately  cannot  be  paid,  is  a  dangerous 
and  pernicious  practice,  and  that  the  use  of  such 
checks  greatly  aided  the  conspirators.  It  is  in  evi- 
dence  that  one-  bank,  the  Tenth  National,  certified 
thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars  checks  in  the  course  to 
two  days,  and  with  all  its  cash  reserve  was  unable  of 
make  settlement,  and  only  by  large  loans  was  saved 
from  breaking. 

Third.  In  regard  to  the  relation  of  officers  of  the 
government  to  the  gold  movement,  the  committee 
find  that  the  wicked  and  cunningly  devised  attempts 
of  the  conspirators  to  compromise  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  his  family  utterly  failed. 

Mr.  Corbin,  using  the  opportunities  which  his  family 
relationship  to  the  President  afforded,  and  under  that 
worst  form  of  hypocrisy  which  puts  on  the  guise  of 
rehgion  and  patriotism,  used  all  his  arts  to  learn  some- 
thing from  the  private  conversation  of  the  President 
which  could  be  made  profitable  to  him  and  his  co- 
conspirators. But  with  this  and  all  the  efforts  of  his 
associates,  the  testimony  has  not  elicited  a  word  or  an 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    OP    CONGRESS.         185 

act  of  the  President  inconsistent  with  that  patriotism 
and  integrity  which  befit  the  Chief  Executive  of  the 
nation. 

Even  Mr.  Gould,  notwithstanding  all  his  attempts 
to  discover  the  purposes  and  influence  the  opinion^  of 
the  President,  testifies  as  follows : 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  the  President  has  never  had 
any  connection,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  of 
these  movements  that  have  been  made. 

Nothing  ever  occurred  in  any  of  these  interviews 
that  did  not  impress  me  that  the  President  was  a  very 
pure,  high-minded  man ;  that  if  he  was  satisfied  what 
was  the  best  thing,  that  was  what  he  would  do. 

Question.  By  the  Chairman :  Was  there  anything 
said  or  intimated  at  any  of  these  interviews  to  the 
President,  or  in  the  President's  hearing,  that  would 
have  led  him  to  suppose  any  private  purpose  of  specu- 
lation or  gain  was  sought  to  be  reached  through  these 
interviews,  so  far  as  you  know  I — Answer.  No,  sir." 

The  following  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury exhibits  both  the  wisdom  of  the  President's  opin- 
ions and  the  prudence  of  his  conduct  in  reference  to 
the  gold  movement : 

New  York  Citt,  September  13,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  leave  here  for  Western  Pennsylvania 
to-morrow  morning,  and  will  not  reach  Washington 
before  the  middle  or  last  of  next  week.  Had  I  known 
before  making  my  arrangements  for  starting  that  you 
would  be  in  this  city  early  this  week,  I  would  have 
remained  to  meet  you.  I  am  satisfied  that  on  your 
arrival  you  will  be  met  by  the  bulls  and  bears  of  Wall 
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street,  and  probably  by  merchants,  too,  to  induce  you 
to  sell  gold,  or  pay  the  November  interest  in  advance, 
on  the  one  side,  and  to  hold  fast  on  the  other.  The 
fact  is,  a  desperate  struggle  is  now  taking  place  and 
each  party  wants  the  government  to  help  them  out. 
I  write  this  letter  to  advise  you  of  what  I  think  you 
may  expect,  to  put  you  on  your  guard. 

I  think,  from  the  lights  before  me,  I  would  move 
on  without  change  until  the  present  struggle  is  over. 
If  you  want  to  write  me  this  week,  my  address  will 
be  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  I  would  like  to  hear 
your  experience  with  the  factions,  at  all  events,  if  they 
give  you  time  to  write.  No  doubt  you  will  have  a 
better  chance  to  judge  than  I,  for  I  have  avoided 
general  discussion  on  the  subject. 

Yoars  truly,  U.  S.  GRANT. 

Hon.  George  S.  Bouhtell, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 

The  message  sent  to  Corbin,  when  his  duplicity  was 
first  suspected,  and  the  final  order,  which  laid  the 
strong  hand  of  the  government  upon  the  conspirators 
and  broke  their  power,  are  the  most  significant  decla- 
rations that  the  President  held  and  treated  them  as 
enemies  of  the  credit  and  business  of  the  country. 

It  is  impossible  to  'feay  whether  the  groundless  and 
wicked  charge  that  Mrs.  Grant  was  interested  in  this 
speculation,  originated  with  Fisk  or  with  Corbin ;  and 
the  charge  is  only  made  on  the  hearsay  testimony  of 
Mr.  Fisk.  He  swears  that  Corbin  told  him  that 
$500,000  of  the  gold  that  Gould  was  carrying  for 
Corbin's  account  was  for  Mrs,  Grant,  and  that  the 
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$25,000  profit  paid  to  Corbin  by  Gould  had  been  for- 
warded to  Mrs.  Grant,  This  statement  is  denied  by 
Corbin,  and  unsupported  by  Gould.  The  committee 
required  Mr.  Gould  to  produce  the  original  check  for 
$25,000,  and  required  Corbin  to  show  what  use  he 
made  of  it.  The  check  was  produced,  and  Corbin 
produced  the  account  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  showing  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
the  check,  Corbin  paid  it  on  a  debt  which  he  owed  to 
the  bank.  Corbin  swears  that  he  never  sent  or  prom- 
ised to  send  any  money  to  Mrs.  Grant  or  to  any  of  the 
President's  family  ;  and  that  he  never  proposed  to  give 
any  of  them  any  interest  in  this  gold  speculation. 
And  Mr.  Gould  swears  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
member  of  the  President's  family  had  any  knowledge 
of  this  gold  speculation. 

The  pretence  of  Mr.  Fisk,  that  Horace  Porter,  pri- 
vate secretary  of  the  President,  was  interested  in  this 
speculation  is  utterly  groundless. 

Fisk  admitted  that  he  knew  nothing  on  the  subject 
except  what  Gould  and  Corbin  had  told  him.  Corbin 
swears  positively  that  he  never  proposed  to  Mr, 
Porter  to  take  any  interest  in  their  speculation,  and 
never  told  Fisk  that  Porter  had  any  such  interest. 

Mr.  Gould  was  asked  if  he  knew  of  any  officer  of 
the  government  who  was  interested  in  the  gold  move- 
ment, and,  during  a  long  and  searching  examination, 
he  not  only  gave  no  intimation  that  Mr.  Porter  was, 
in  any  way,  connected  with  it,  but  his  testimony 
makes  such  a  conclusion  impossible.  Moreover,  it  ia 
in  evidence  that  Gould  once  proposed  to  buy  gold  for 
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Mr.  Porter,  and  received  fiom  tliat  worthy  officer  a 
prompt  and  merited  rebuke. 

In  regard  to  General  Butterfield,  it  appears  from  the 
evidence  that,  during  his  administration,  the  affairs  of 
the  sub-treasury  were  managed  vdth  vigor  and  intelli- 
gence, and  all  the  public  funds  intrusted  to  his  charge 
were  faithfully  accounted  for. 

It  is  not  conclusively  proved  that  he  was  interested 
with  the  conspirators  in  raising  the  price  of  gold ; 
though  on  this  point  the  testimony  is  conflicting.  Mr. 
Gould  swears  positively  that  he  bought  two  lots  of  gold 
for  General  Butterfield,  amounting  in  all  to  $1,500,000, 
and  on  cross-examination  details  the  conversation  that 
occurred  between  them  when  the  order  was  given. 
General  Butterfield,  under  oath,  denies  this  statement 
He  admits  that  Gould  proposed  to  buy  gold  for  him, 
but  says  he  made  no  response  either  of  assent  or 
dissent. 

Both  Fisk  and  Gould  swear  that  they  received  mes- 
sages from  Butterfield,' and  answers  to  messages  which 
they  sent  him  during  the  days  of  the  panic,  in  refer- 
ence to  news  from  Washington,  and  this  statement 
receives  some  support  from  the  testimony  of  Kobert 
P.  Brown,  a  messenger  of  the  sub-treasury.  General 
Butterfield  swears  that  be  answered  all  inquiries  sent 
to  him,  but  sent  no  other  messages  to  these  men. 
But  it  is  proved  by  the  testimony  that  during  the 
days  of  the  panic  two  firms  of  brokers,  not  acting  for 
the  conspirators,  sold  gold  on  General  Butterfield's 
order  and  for  his  profit,  and  that  during  bis  whole 
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term  of  office  he  was  dealing  in  United  States  bonds 
on  his  own  account.  Early  in  the  week  of  the  panic 
he  sent  for  Joseph  Sehgman,  a  prominent  broker, 
to  come  to  the  sub-treasury ;  told  liim  he  thought 
that  the  treasury  would  interfere,  and  that  the  price 
would  come  down,  and  gave  him  orders  to  sell.  Du- 
ring the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  of  September,  while  the 
panic  was  reaching  its  crisis,  Seligman  sold  on  this 
order  $700,000,  on  which  General  Butterfiold  made  a 
net  profit  of  $35,000.  Morton  &  Co.  also  bought 
bonds  and  sold  gold  for  General  Butterfield  while  he 
was  iu  the  sub-treasury ;  and  other  firms  bought  bonds 
for  him. 

The  explanation  of  General  Butterfield  that  the 
gold  sold  for  him  was  not  really  speculation  in  gold, 
but  an  incident  to  dealing  in  bonds  on  a  gold  basis, 
does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  change  the 
real  nature  of  the  transaction.  And  if  it  did,  it  is  in 
evidence  that  his  sale  of  gold  through  Seligman  was 
made  independently  of  the  purchase  of  bonds,  which 
had  been  bought  before,  and  the  profits  on  which 
were  used  as  a  margin  for  the  sale  of  gold. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  testimony  that  General 
Butterfield  disclosed  the  dispatches  of  the  Secretary 
before  making  them  public ;  but  it  is  in  evidence  that 
during  the  last  day  of  the  panic  he  received  important 
dispatches  from  the  Secretary,  and  sent  several  to  him, 
in  which  he  exhibited  the  state  of  aff"airs  in  the  gold 
market.  Before  the  break  in  the  market  he  sent  the 
following  dispatch : 
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Franklin  Telegraph  CoMPANr, 
September  24,  1869. 
I  am  requested  to  represent  to  you  condition  of  af- 
fairs here.  Gold  is  150.  Much  feeling  and  accusa- 
tions of  government  complicity.  The  propositions  of 
Weatherspoon,  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co.,  and  Sehgman, 
if  accepted,  would  relieve  exchange  market  and  be  ju- 
dicious.    Should  be  done  by  telegraph. 

DANIEL  BUTTEKFIELD. 
Geoege  S.  Boutwell. 

The  proposition  referred  to  in  this  letter  vpill  be 
seen  in  the  letter  of  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co.,  the 
writing  of  which  was  suggested  by  General  Butter- 
field  himself,  and  was  that  the  government  should 
loan  gold  to  certain  banking-houses,  and  thus  relieve 
the  market  and  bring  down  the  price. 

While  giving  this  advice,  and  while  holding,  next 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  most  important 
financial  trust  confided  to  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  General  Butterfield  knew  that  whenever  the 
price  of  gold  was  pushed  down  one  cent  by  the  action 
of  the  treasury,  it  would  make  him  a  profit  of  $7,000 
on  his  sales  through  Seligman  alone.  In  a  letter  to 
Secretary  Boutwell,  of  October  2yd,  1866,  (which  is 
made  a  part  of  the  evidence,)  General  Butterfield 
writes  as  follows :  '*  The  charge  that  I  have  used  ray 
private  means  in  speculating  in  gold,  or  authorized 
others  to  do  so,  is  wholly  false." 

When  asked  by  the  committee  whether  he  knew  of 
any  officer  of  the  United  States  who  was  directly  or 
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indirectly  interested  in  gold,  he  answered  unqualifiedly 
in  the  negative.  But  when  afterward  confronted  with 
the  testimony  of  Joseph  Seligman  concerning  his  pur- 
chases of  gold,  he  admitted  that  it  was  true. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  valuable  facts  and  suggestions  on  the 
financial  situation  of  the  country  in  relation  to  gold 
and  currency,  as  given  incidentally  in  the  testimony 
of  Messrs.  Low,  Opdyke,  Dodge,  Schell,  Vermilyra, 
Stewart,  and  Hodgskin,  the  consideration  of  which 
cannot  properly  form  a  part  of  this  report 
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TAMMANY  FRAUDS — MILLIONS  STOLEN. 

Party  polities— Officeholders'  Ring— Robbery  of  Tas-Pay era— Political 
Jobs — Tiie  New  Court  House  Job— Tlie  Armory  Job — Millions  of 
dollars  stolen  by  the  Tammany  thieves — Tlie  Treasury  of  Hew  York 
plundered — How  il  was  done— Who  got  tlio  money — The  diacovery 
— The  exposure — Power  of  the  Newspaper  Press — Power  of  the 
People— Great  Meeting  of  "  Cooper  Union  "  Hall— The  Crash — The 
Doom  of  ttePelon  setonMillionnaires—Puni aliment  of  the  Villains — 
Downfall  of  Tammany — Overtiirow  of  the  Corrupt  Judiciary— Tri- 
umph of  the  People. 

Political  science  is  worthy  of  close  study  by  every 
citizen.  In  a  Kepublic,  it  is  the  daty  of  every  citizen 
to  make  himself  familiar  with  his  own  and  his  neigh- 
bor's rights,  and  to  use  such  means  as  are  provided 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  or  nation, 
to  assert  and  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  guaran- 
teed to  him.  If  this  were  done,  pohtics  would  not  be 
regarded  as  a  thing  wholly  unclean,  and  politicians 
would  be  respectable.  Unfortunately  for  the  just  ad- 
ministration of  our  government,  politics  has  become  a 
vile  art,  polluting  whatever  it  touches,  and  politicians 
with  few  exceptions,  are  selfish,  unprincipled  men,  if 
not  thieves,  robbers,  and  plunderers.  Party  organiza- 
tions are  maintained  at  great  expense,  not  for  the  good 
of  the  people  or  the  State,  but  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  interests  of  "party  leaders,"  and 
their  interests  are  "spoils." 

People  are  sometimes  tricked  into  the  belief,  that 
(192) 
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they  nominate  and  elect  their  officers.  From  President 
of  the  United-  States  down  to  town  or  ward  constable, 
neither  nomination  or  election,  with  very  rare  excep- 
tions, is  the  work  of  the  people.  There  is  in  every 
State  some  "great  man,"  who  taltes  all  the  "bother" 
of  choosing  office  holders  out  of  the  hands  of  the  voters. 
He  has  his  retainers  in  every  county,  and  the  county 
"leader"  has  his  men  in  every  town,  township,  ward, 
and  borough.  These  are  the  men  who  always  "fix 
things."  The  "great  man,"  who  usually  resides  at  the 
State  capital  or  in  the  chief  city  of  the  State,  bargains 
with  some  citizen,  who  is  ambition's  to  be  governor  of 
the  State,  mayor  of  the  city,  member  of  congress,  sen- 
ator, judge,  prothonotary,  treasurer,  or  constable.  The 
"great  man"  promises  to  secure  the  nomination  for 
his  "  villain,"  and  the  villain  agrees  to  give  all  the 
"patronage"  of  the  office  to  the  "great  man."  The 
bargain  is  struck,  and  the  "  great  man  "  then  issues 
his  instructions  to  his  retainers  in  the  several  counties, 
and  the  county  man,  to  his  servants  in  the  several 
election  divisions  and  precincts.  The  instruction  is 
always  minute  and  positive.  It  sets  forth  who  are  to 
be  nominated  for  State  oiHces,  county  offices,  town- 
ship or  town  and  ward  offices.  When  the  thing  is 
fully  "  set  up,"  the  people  are  invited  to  go  to  the 
"primary  elections"  and  ratify  the  work.  Should  the 
voters  determine  to  repudiate  the  set  up,  their  votes  are 
either  not  counted  at  all,  or  they  are  counted  on  the 
side  of  the  politicians.  Thus  nominations  are  made. 
The  cry  then  is:  Support  the  "regular  nominee;" 
"  don't  go  against  the  party;"  "  vote  a  straight- ticket." 
13 
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Now  it  80  happens  that  in  this  respect  all  political 
parties  are  alike,  and  the  citizen,  therefore,  has  no 
choice  but  to  support  the  "  regular  nominee"  of  one  of 
the  two  parties  in  the  field.  There  is  nothing  gained 
by  turning  either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  and 
therefore  the  people  must  quietly  Bubmit  to  being 
crucified  between  "  two  thieves."  The  political  maxim 
recognized  by  all  parties  is,  "  To  Hie  victor  belongs  the 
spoils."  By  spoils  is  meant  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers. The  party  that  wins  has  the  privilege  of  steal- 
ing to  the  full  extent  of  pubUc  endurance,  whilst  it 
retains  power.  The  stealing  is  done  by  the  "  great 
man "  and  his  retainers.  The  officeholders  are  their 
tools,  sappers  and  millers,  cat's  paws,  who  gather  in 
the  spoils  and  pay  them  over  to  their  masters,  of  course 
retaining  for  their  own  use  as  much  as  is  allowed  to 
them  by  the  men  who  set  them  up.  The  lion's  share 
always  goes  to  the  principals.  This,  of  course,  is  sim- 
ply organized  robbery.  "What  makes  the  matter  worse 
is,  the  robbers  are  supported  by  the  people ;  doubly 
supported ;  supported  by  the  people's  votes,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  people's  money.  The  taxpayers  are  re- 
quired to  pay  the  neces^sary  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  is  a  small  matter,  and  also  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  these  organizations  of  thieves,  which  is  a 
great  matter.  The  taxes  of  every  State,  county  and 
city  are  more  than  double  what  they  need  be.  Look 
at  the  army  of  idle,  swaggering,  drinking,  swearing  bar 
room  politicians  you  are  supporting!  Look  at  the 
swavms  of  ofiice  seekers  that  run  the  party  machinery 
in  every  county,  waiting  for  their  "  turn  to  get  into 
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office!"  These  men  are  usually  poor,  shiftless,  thrift- 
tess  hangers  on  to  the  "great  man"  at  the  capital 
Every  year  some  of  these  are  put  into  office,  poor  as 
"Job's  turkey,"  and  after  a  short  term  go  out  rich 
Most  of  these,  however,  live  in  hope,  deferred,  and  die 


Of  those  who  succed  in  obtaining  office  some  are 
able  to  conceal  the  mode  of  their  rascahty,  and  are 
thus  held  to  be  "respectable,"  because  they  are  rich; 
others  steal  so  bunglingly  that  they  are  detected,  and 
their  cnme  is  exposed;  these  are  held  to  be  "de- 
faulters." 

This  official  and  poUtical  plundering  is  carried  on 
more  boldly  and  to  a  much  greater  extent  in  large 
cities  than  in  smaller  towns  and  rural  districts.  In 
large  cities  there  are  larger  sums  of  money  handled  by 
tax  collectors,  treasurers,  department  offlceiB,  contrao 
tors,  and  other  public  servants,  and  therefore  the 
amount  stolen  is  not  so  easily  detected.  There  are 
also  in  cities  greater  faculties  for  covering  up  fraud 
The  machinery  of  government  is  more  complex,  and 
individual  men  are  not  so  conspicuous  as  in  the  coun- 
try. If  a  man  becomes  suddenly  rich  in  a  city,  it  is 
not  an  unusual  occurrence,  and  therefore  does  not 
attract  attention,  nor  excite  suspicion.  The  multiplioa. 
tion  of  departments,  as  departments  of  water,  gas, 
highways,  education,  police,  public  parks,  &c.,  Liford 
opportunities  for  conspiracies  between  officeholders, 
contractors,  and  ward  poUticians,  to  defraud  the  tax 
payers,  that  do  not  occur  in  the  rural  districts.  Of 
coarse,  the  country  people  have  in  their  midst  little 


H„i,=  b,Google 


196  UFE  OF  JAMES  FISK,  JK. 

thieves  who  steal  all  they  can  from  the  pubUc  treasury, 
but  they  are  closely  watched  and  much  more  likely  to 
he  detected  in  their  rascalities  than  are  their  greater 
prototypes  in  the  cities. 

The  most  magnificent  achievements  of  this  system 
of  organized  robbery  have  been  accomplished  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  That  being  the  largest  field,  is  sus- 
ceptible  of  the  greatest  results.  Philadelphia,  second 
in  population,  is  also  second  in  ofBcial  robbery.  The 
young  and  growing  city  of  the  West,  Chicago,  now 
just  rising  from  the  ashes  of  the  great  conflagration 
of  1811,  had  rapidly  risen  to  the  position  of  "  the 
third  city  in  America,"  bad  also  developed  not  merely 
a  third,  but  indeed  a  firstK;lass  system  of  organized 
plunder  that  made  its  public  officers  infamous  in  the 
eyes  of  all  honest  citizens.  In  the  South,  New  O  rleans, 
by  tar  the  greatest  city  in  that  part  of  the  United 
States  is  even  greater  in  official  fraud  and  municipal 
tascahty  tlian  in  anything  else.  Thus  the  hst  runs, 
ftom  the  greatest  to  the  least,  the  growth  of  crime 
keeping  pace  with  the  increase  of  population  and 
wealth. 

These  robberies  are  usually  perpetrated  m  the  name 
of  what  is  rather  indefinitely  entitled  the  "Officehol- 
ders' King."  This  insures  perpetual  succession.  The 
officeholders  are,  as  has  been  seen,  the  mere  tools  of 
the  organization  of  political  manipulators,  who  put 
them  in  place;  their  successors  ere  invariably  chosen 
in  advance,  without  consulting  the  people.  The  im- 
portant question  of  candidacy  is  determined  in  the 
"club  room,"  or  in  some  private  parlor,  or  committee 
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room,  and  the  electors  are  then  commanded  in  the 
name  of  "  the  party"  to  ratify  the  choice,  the  chiefs  of 
the  officeholders'  ring  have  made  for  them  beforehand. 
The  officeholders'  ring  in  the  city  of  New  York 
took  a  name,  that  has  become  infamous  in  politics. 

Tammany  Association. 

The  achievements  of  this  association  are  in  mag- 
nitude and  character  far  beyond  what  had  ever  before 
been  conceived  possible  in  an  enUghtened  community. 
Tammany  included  in  its  membership  all  of  the  lead- 
ing politicians  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  city. 
It  ruled  with  imperious  sway  in  all  the  departments" 
of  the  city  government,  whose  officers  were  chosen  by 
the  people.  The  people  called  upon  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  for  deliverance  from  the  rule  of  this  ring, 
and  found  relief  in  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  certain  "Commissioners"  for  the 
government  of  the  city  departments;  in  this  way  the 
rapacity  of  the  Tammany  chiefs  was  for  a  time  re- 
pressed ;  anally,  however,  the  Tammany  influence  be- 
came strong  enough  to  elect  a  Governor  of  the  State 
and  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of 
their  own.  As  soon  as  thU  had  been  accomplished, 
the  charter  of  New  York  City  was  amended.  By  the 
provisions  of  the  new  charter  and  the  acts  of  Assembly 
passed  by  the  Tammany  Legislature  and  signed  by 
the  Tammany  Governor,  the  entire  control  of  the 
government  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  four  persons.    The  Mayor, 
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tie  "Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,"  tlie  "  President  of  the  Bepartment  of  Public 
Parks,"  and  the  "  Controller  of  the  Department  of 
Finance."  Of  these  four  offices,  only  the  Mayor  was 
elected  by  the  people,  the  other  three  were  appointed 
by  the  Mayor.  In  effect,  the  new  charter  provided 
for  the  election  of  an  autocrat  to  rule  over  both  city 
and  county.  The  Mayor  appointed  his  aids,  placing 
one  at  the  head  of  each  department.  These  appointees 
were  responsible  to  the  appointing  power,  but  not  re- 
sponsible to  the  people. 

The  charter  placed  the  Mayor  and  the  Departments 
out  of  the  control  of  Councils,  and  gave  the  Mayor  a 
veto  power  over  the  acts  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
It  was  only  necessary,  therefore,  under  this  new  legis- 
tive  jugglery,  for  the  Tammany  Ring  to  elect  one  of 
their  tools  to  the  office  of  Mayor,  in  order  to  capture 
the  city.  When  once  captured  it  could  be  plundered 
at  wiU.  The  Mayor  appointed  the  "  Commissioner  of 
the  Department  of  PuUic  Works,"  that  Commissioner 
would  have  direct  control  of  opening,  altering,  and 
repaving  streets,  of  building  docks,  wharves,  piers, 
bridges  and  all  other  public  works,  he  could  direct 
how  the  bills  for  such  work  should  be  made  out,  these 
bills,  of  course  the  Mayor  would  approve  and  the  "  Con- 
troller," another  member  of  the  same  household,  would 
order  them  paid.  The  same  unique  arrangement  per- 
vades all  the  business  departments  of  the  city.  The 
"  President  of  the  Department  of  Public  Parks,"  need 
have  no  anxiety  about  his  bills,  no  matter  how  greatly 
disproportioned  to  the  work  done,  they  would  be  ap- 
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proved  and  paid.  No  report  was  made  to  the  public 
of  the  transactions  in  the  several  departments.  There 
was  no  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures.  All 
of  the  vast  annual  revenue,  amounting  to  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  was  expended,  milUons  more  were 
borrowed  and  added  to  the  corporation  debt,  which  the 
tax  payers  ate  mortgaged  to  pay,  but  not  a  word  was 
published  in  explanation  of  how  these  millions  were 
used. 

The  department  of  Public  Works  was  erecting  a 
magnificent  Court  House,  upon  which  millions  of 
money  were  expended;  but  how,  for  what  purpose,  or 
to  whom  paid,  were  secrets  locked  up  in  the  record 
of  the  Controller's  office.  Twelve  regiments  and  de- 
tached companies  of  militia  were  provided  with  "  ar- 
mories," arms,  drill  rooms,  officers'  rooms,  furniture  &c., 
by  the  same  Department,  at  an  annual  cost  of  millions 
of  dollars,  the  distribution  of  which  was  equally  a 
mystery.  The  Parks  were  also  made  the  pretext  for 
the  consumption  of  vasts  sums  of  money  every  year, 
spent,  nobody  outside  of  the  ring,  knew  how.  The 
Tammany  Sachems  were  growing  rich,  powerful  and 
bold.  The  poor  had  suddenly  became  millionnaires ; 
thieves,  gamblers  and  blackguards  rolled  in  wealth ; 
success  in  villany  made  the  swindlers  bold,  reckless 
and  careless.  On  the  other  side,  taxes  were  increased 
every  year,  the  public  debt  grew  larger  and  larger, 
and  the  burdens  of  the  tax  payers  became  intolerable. 
Men  cried  aloud  for  deliverance.  The  fact  of  the 
wholesale  plunder  of  the  treasury  was  publicly  known, 
but  the  method  was  a  secret.    The  secret  was  in  itself 
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a  fraud  and  an  insult.  It  was  a  piece  of  just  that  sort 
of  villany  that  eventually  will  break  through  all  locks, 
bars  and  bolts,  and  display  itself  before  all  the  world ; 
this  it  did  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  1871.  At  that 
time  A.  Oakey  HaU  was  Mayor,  Wm.  M.  Tweed  was 
Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Peter  B.  Sweeney  was  President  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Parks,  and  Eichard  R  Connolly  was  Con- 
troller of  the  Department  of  Finance.  These  gentle- 
men constituted  the  Tammany  Quartette.  Tweed  was 
President  of  the  Tammany  Association,  and  therefore 
the  grand  Sachem  of  the  tribe.  His  will  was  supreme. 
Hall  had  been  taken  up  and  elected  Mayor  because 
he  was  deemed  a  convenient  tool  in  the  hands  of 
Tweed.  His  predecessor  John  T.  Hoifman,  had  proved 
himself  to  be  so  valuable  a  servant  to  Tammany,  that 
he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Governor.  The  elec- 
tion of  Hoifman  made  Tweed  the  "great  man,"  the 
power  behind  the  throne,  both  in  State  and  city,  that 
acknowledged  no  superior  and  would  tolerate  no  rival, 

Tammany  Frauds. 

The  public  accounts  of  all  financial  transactions  in  the 
city  are  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Controller  of  the 
Department  of  Finance.  In  the  summer  of  1871, 
correct  copies  of  these  accounts  were  secretly  taken 
from  the  books  in  the  Controller's  office.  These  copies 
were  secured  by  the  publisher  of  the  New  York  Times, 
a  newspaper  of  respectable  standing,  both  as  to  circu- 
lation, wealth  and  power.     On   the  8th  of  July  an 
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account  of  the  Tammany  Frauds  in  the  renting  of 
annories  for  the  militia  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
published.  Thia  business  came  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Department  of  Pubhc  Works,  and  was  there- 
fore immediately  mider  the  supervision  of  the  "  Boss," 
as  Tweed  was  very  appropriately  named,  Tweed  had 
a  partner  in  the  chair  making  business,  who  was 
called  into  the  service  of  his  department,  and  appointed 
agent  to  rent  lofts,  stables,  sheds,  public  and  private 
halls,  and  other  out  of  the  way  and  generally  useless 
rooms,  at  very  low  prices,  and  to  sublet  them  to  the 
city  at  very  high  prices.  The  agent  discharged  his 
duties  so  skilfully,  that  very  soon  the  city  held  the 
leases  for  twenty-four  armories,  at  an  annual  rental  of 
$281,100.  Now  there  were  only  twelve  regiments 
and  two  companies  in  the  city,  so  that  ten  of  the 
armories  were  not  occupied,  that,  however,  was  of 
small  consequence  to  Tammany.  The  tax  payets 
paid  the  rent,  and  the  "  Boss  "  and  his  agent  made  a 
large  profit  on  each  armory  rented ;  the  more  armories 
the  more  profits.  Tweed  &  Co.  paid  only  $46,600  to 
the  owners  of  the  properties  thus  rented.  The  differ- 
ence between  $281,100  and  $46,600  is  what  Tam- 
many stole  from  the  tax  payers  by  this  transaction; 
that  is  $234,500  a  year. 

These  figures  were  derived  from  accounts  copied 
from  the  Controller's  books,  and  this  fact  was  announced 
■when  they  were  published. 

A  few  days  later  another  instalment  of  accounts, 
lowing  what  it  cost  to  keep  these  armories  in  repair 
was  made  public.    It  appears  from  the  discoveries 
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made  by  explorers  of  the  Tammany  Camps,  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  retained  in  the  public  service  a  full 
corps  oi  experienced  mechanics  and  supple  merchants. 
George  S.  Miller  was  the  Tammany  carpenter;  An- 
drew J.  Garvey,  the  Tammany  plasterer;  John  M. 
Keyser,  the  Tammany  plumber ;  James  A.  Smith,  the 
Tammany  carpet  merchant;  C.  B.  Boiler,  the  Tam- 
many furniture  and  cabinet  maker;  Archibald  Hall, 
Jr.,  the  Tammany  painter ;  James  H.  IngersoU  may 
best  be  denominated  the  Tammany  "  whitewasher." 
There  were  in  addition  to  these,  here  named,  many 
others  of  smaller  consequence,  who  did  numerous 
small  jobs  in  the  way  of  work  and  supplies,  for  which 
they  received  very  large  prices.  .  Between  all  these 
and  the  Tammany  chief,  IngersoU  acted  as  agent; 
the  checks  drawn  on  the  city  treasury  in  favor  of  the 
carpenters,  plumbers,  plasterers,  cabinet  makers,  fur- 
niture dealers,  carpet  merchants,  upholsterers,  deco- 
raters  and  others  passed  through  Ingersoli's  hands, 
and  many  of  them  were  endorsed  in  the  name  of 
"  IngersoU  &  Co," 

The  law  of  the  State  which  governs  the  financial 
transactions  with  the  city  treasury  provides,  that 
whenever  any  claims  against  the  city  are  presented 
tor  payment,  each  biU  shall  be  made  out  in  items,  and 
accompanied  by  an  affidavit,  and  that,  after  being 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  it  shall  be  "exam- 
ined and  allowed  by  the  Auditor,  ahd  approved  by 
the  Controller,"  before  a  warrant  can  be  drawn  for 
its  payment.  Under  Controller  Connolly's  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances,  aU  these  provisions  were  ignored. 
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To  submit  the  Ring  bills  l»  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
would  have  placed  the  latter  in  possession  of  facts, 
which  would  only  have  made  them  more  restive  and  dis- 
satisfied with  the  inglorious  and  unprofitable  role  to 
which  the  unscrupulous  and  insatiable  Ring  had  as- 
signed them.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  submitting  these  bills  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. The  new  charter  gives  the  Mayor  absolute 
control  of  that  Board— his  single  vote  is  suffloient  to 
override  the  votes  of  all  the  other  members.  There 
is  no  law  or  ordinance  which  requires  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  and  hence  the  Mayor 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  are  at  liberty  to  pass'  as 
many  bills  as  thej  think  proper,  while  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  public,  are 
left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  frauds  that  are  being  com- 
mitted. The  bills  for  repairs  on  armories,  and  for 
work  on  the  new  court  house,  are  fixed  up  by  Inger- 
SOLL  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  to  Supervisors.  With- 
out any  more  formality  they  are  handed  to  the  County 
Auditor,  who  certifies  that  he  has  examined  them  and 
found  them  correct.  The  warrants  are  then  drawn, 
signed  by  the  Controller,  Mayor,  and  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  then  handed  over  to  Inger- 
SOLL,  who  acts  as  the  go-between  and  diviJes  the 
plunder  among  the  thieves  who  are  entitled  to  shares. 
In  many  of  the  hills  rendered,  no  attempt  was  made 
to  show  where  the  work  was  done,  or  of  what  charac- 
ter it  was.  The  following  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  bills 
presented,  upon  which  miUions  of  dollars  were  drawn 
from  the  treasui-y. 
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The  County  of  JVew  Tork, 

To  A.  J.  Garvey,  Dr.  \ 

Repairs  on  the  armories  of  the  Sev- 
enth, Eighth,   Twelfth,  Fifty-fifth  j 
and  Eighty-fourth  Regiments $39,835\ 


Garvey  received  a  check  for  this  sum  on  the  12th 
of  March,  1870,  and  on  the  same  day  waa  paid  on  two 
other  checks  $19,343.82,  and  $32,250,  without  filing 
a  scrape  of  a  pen  to  show  what  these  sums  were 
intended  to  pay  for. 

On  the  same  day,  John  H.  Keyper,  the  Tammany 
plumber,  drew  from  the  treasury  $60,702.32,  on  a  bill 
rendered  for  *'  Plumbing  in  the  several  National  Guard 
Armories." 

These  were  the  sort  of  statements,  called  by  cour- 
tesy "bill8,"which  were  passed  by  the  Auditor,  approved 
by  Mayor  Hall,  and  paid  by  Controller  Connolly. 

The  sums  paid  out  on  such  flimsy  and  fraudulent 
pretexts  during  the  years  1869,  1870,  and  1871,  were 
as  follow: 

To  IngerBoll  &  Co. fo,69I,U4  26 

This  included  bills  for  furniture,  carpenter,  and 

cahinet  work,  carpets,  shades  and  curtains, 

and  fixtures  for  tlie  new  court  house. 
To  Andrew  J.  Garvey,  for  plastering,     ,     .     .      2,905,464  06 

To  Keyser  &  Co.,  for  plumbing 1,231,817  7fi 

To  aboDt  fifteen  other  persons  and  firme,  for 

miscellaneous  services,  and  goods  furnished,      1,409,961  76 


Making  a  grand  total  in  three  years,  of  .    .     .$11,238,387  74 
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This  sum  was  tiistributed  in  the  Controller's 
accounts,  as  follows  : 

New  court    house, $6,052,045  96 

Repairs  on  new  court  house, 2.171,933  93 

Armories  and  drill  rooms, 2,9*0,473  70 

Kepairs  oa  county  buildings, 73,934  15 

$11,238,387  74 

It  is  a  liberal  esfimafe  to  say  that  all  the  work  and 
materials  furnished  for  the  new  court  house,  at  highest 
prices,  would  not  cost  over  $500,000,  yet  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  $6,053,045.96  was  paid  to  the  Tam- 
many ring  on  this  account.  The  building  is  still 
incomplete,  and  is  under  the  hands  of  the  workmen, 
yet  the  enormous  sum  of  $2,940,473.70  is  charged  by 
carpenters,  plasterers  and  plumber,  for  repairs.  An- 
drew J.  Garvey,  tlie  plumber,  is  able  to  figure  his 
repair  bill  up  to  the  princely  sum  of  $1,294,684173. 

If  there  is  anything  in  the  familiar  and  matchless 
stories  of  the  Arabian  Nights  equal  to  this  in  the  way 
of  conjuring,  or  calculation,  it  ought  to  be  named  as  a 
precedent  for  Garvey's  Exploits.  As  the  case  now 
stands,  he  has  obtained  the  highest  rank  as  a  plastic 
artist ;  his  works  of  imagination  commanding  a  higher 
price  than  had  ever  been  paid  for  the  productions  of  any 
other — predecessor  or  cotemporary.  The  experience  of 
the  Tammany  plasterer  is  one  more  illustration  of  the 
truth  that  "  true  genius  is  ever  appreciated  and  liber- 
ally rewarded." 

The  Controller's  books  set  forth  among  other  things, 
a  printing  and  advertising  account,  amounting  to  over 
a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  annually.     In  the 
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years  1869  and  1810,  the  price  paid  for  advertising, 

printing  and  stationery,  was  $2,58J,129.91.^ 

This  bold  robbery  of  the  taxpayers  in  ^ew  York, 
amounting  to  about  ^/(«»  million,  of  dollar,  in  three 
years,  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  infamous  operations 
of  the  band  of  organized  thieves  that  plunder  the 
public  treasury.     Though  the  boundary  of  the  cty  and 
county  of  Kew  York  are  identical,  the  government 
offices  and  accounts  are  diiterent  and  separate.      The 
Tammany  chiefs  occupied  the  whole  field.     In  order 
more  eflectuahy  to  cover  up  their  contemplated  frauds, 
the  thieves  invented  a  system  of  accounts  admirably 
adapted  to  their  purposes.     To  begin  with,  numerous 
devices  were  invented  for  raising  funds  beyond  their 
regular  revenues,  arising  from  taxes,  rents  and  other 
incomes.     There  was  provision  made  for  the  issuing  of 
"City   Improvement    Stocks,"   ..Department  of   the 
Park    Improvement    Bonds,"    "New    Court    House 
Stocks,"  and  ..  Repairs  to  County  Officers'  Buildings 
Stock"     This  of  course  gave  a  wide  range  for  finan- 
cial  operations,  but  the  Tammany  managers  were  able 
to  speedily  occupy  the  entire  field.    "  City  Securities 
soon  became  as  abundant  as  Greenbacks. 

Corresponding  to  all  these  sources  of  income  to  the 
Tammany  treasury,  were  accounts  opened  in  the  Con- 
troller's  office  for  the  convenient  covering  up  ol  the 
manner  of  distributing  the  spoils  among  the  thieves 
Thus  the  sums  paid  in  the  Armory  swindle  migh 
he  charged  to  the  account  of  the  .■Armories  and  Drill 
Booms,"  "County  Liabilities,"  '.Adjusted  Claims 
..County    Contingencies,"    or  "New    York    County 
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Repairs  and  Buildings  Fund."  Here,  it  will  be  seen, 
facilities  were  provided  for  every  conceivable  contin- 
gency. When  it  is  considered  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  claimant  to  vouchsafe  any  information  as 
to  what  services  were  rendered,  or  what  material  or 
goods  were  supplied,  but  merely  to  allege  that  it  was 
"for  work  done,"  or  for  "materials  furnished,"  the 
elasticity  of  the  "  Tammany  system  "  is  made  fully 
apparent.  Whenever  Tweed  or  any  of  the  Tammany 
Sachems  required  money  to  carry  an  election,  to  cor- 
rupt a  judge,  or  to  buy  a  legislative  committee,  or  a 
legislative  majority,  it  was  only  necessary  to  instruct 
the  Tammany  carpenter,  plumber,  or  plasterer  to  ren- 
der a  bill  "  for  work  done"  for  the  required  amount. 
Mayor  Hall  would  instawly  "  approve,"  and  Control- 
ler Connolly  would  "draw  a  warrant"  for  the  sum 
named,  and  IngersoU  would  draw  the  money  from  the 
treasury,  and  deliver  it  to  the  "Boss."  Whether  the 
sum  needed  was  $5,(100,  $-50,000,  or  $500,000,  the 
method  of  obtaining  was  the  same.  There  was  always 
money  on  hand  for  Tammany,  but  to  other  claimants 
the  treasury  was  very  generally  empty.  There  was 
also  a  system  for  the  depletion  of  the  treasury  adopted, 
which  placed  all  the  public  money  beyond  the  reach 
of  honest  creditors.  Whenever  a  loan  was  negoti- 
ated, or  an  appropriation  was  made,  warrants  were 
immediately  drawn  for  the  whole  amount,  and  the 
money  was  then  drawn  out  on  "special  account"  as 
needed.  This  effectually  shut  out  all  claimants  not 
in  the  employ  of  the  officeholders'  ring. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1871,  persons 
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having  claims  against  the  city  found  it  impossible  to 
collect  a  dollar ;  the  invariable  statement  being  that 
theie  was  no  money.  The  armorers  of  the  several 
regiments  who  are  paid  $2  per  day  by  the  county — • 
many  of  whose  claims  had  been  standing  for  eight  or 
nine  months — could  not  get  a  dollar.  Claims  of  every 
description  were  held  in  abeyance  until  the  "  Tax 
Levy  passed,"  and  then  until  the  "  Board  of  Appor- 
tionment"  had  completed  its  labors.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing the  scarcity  of  funds,  the  Eing  managed  to 
draw  out  nearly  three  millions  on  "  Special  account," 
while  the  amount  drawn  on  account  of  appropriations, 
including  the  salaries  of  judges  and  court  clerks  and 
officers,  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners,  deputy 
commissioners  and  clerks  of  the  tax  office,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  numerous  employees  of  the  Controiier's 
office,  was  a  little  less  than  two  millions.  The  following 
figures,  copied  literally  from  the  books  in  the  office  of 
the  Controller  show  the  extent  of  these  transactions: 
Amount  paid  on  special  account  for  three  months  end- 
ing March  Z\st,  1871,  $2,804,207.05.  Total  amount 
drawn  on  account  of  appropriations  during  the  same 
period,  $1,807,846.49. 

Here  nearly  three  millions  were  paid  out  at  a  period 
when  it  was  said  that  there  was  no  money  in  tiie 
ti'easury.  This  amount  was  drawn  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  various  amounts  for  repairs  on  armories 
and  work  on  the  new  court  house  were  drawn ;  was 
charged  principally  to  county  liabilities,  and  become  a 
part  of  the  permanent  debt  of  the  county. 

By  this  organized  system  for  plunder,  over  ninety 
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millions  of  dollars  were  annually  handled  by  the 
Mayor  and  Controller,  received  and  paid  out  in  a 
manner  that  kept  the  taxpayers,  the  manufacturers, 
merchants  and  business  men  of  New  York  iu  total 
ignorance  of  what  was  done  with  the  money  of  which 
they  are  annually  robbed. 

The  publication  of  the  extracts  from  the  Control- 
ler's books,  wherein  the  enormity  of  the  fraud  long 
suspected  to  exist,  was  made  plain  to  all  the  world, 
produced  a  profound  sensation  throughout  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  taxpayers  of  evei-y  great  city  felt 
that  they  were  robbed  by  their  officeholders  every 
year  out  of  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than  was 
required  to  defray  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment. The  independent  newspaper  press  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  discussed  the  subject  of 
the  New  York  frauds  with  unrestrained  emphasis,  and 
called  on  the  people  everywhere  to  rise  and  put  down 
the  infamous  gangs  of  plundering  officeholders  that 
prey  on  the  people's  treasury. 

The  Albany  Evening  Journal,  whose  editor  is  a  man 
of  large  and  varied  experience  in  public  affairs,  said : 

"Utterly  bad  as  was  the  reputation  of  the  office- 
holders' ring  of  New  York,  its  iniquities  assume  a  still 
blacker  character  under  this  searching  exposure.  Its 
unscrupulous  thieving  has  long  been  understood.  But 
it  is  now  presented  in  such  distinct  and  unmistakable 
outlines,  and  expands  into  such  stupendous  propor- 
tions, that  tlie  friends  of  the  ring  are  dumbfounded 
and  its  sharpest  critics  themselves  surprised  at  the 
revelation.     Such  systematic,  audacious,  gigantic  rob- 
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bery  transcends  even  the  worst  the  imagination  has 
heretofore  conceived. 

"  The  sahent,  startling  fact  of  this  disclosure  is  not 
the  manner  in  which  the  appropriations  are  misapplied, 
flagrant  as  that  is,  but  the  cool,  consnmmate  villany 
with  which  millions  are  seized  without  a  shadow  of 
warrant.  Large  appropriations  are  necessarily  made 
for  the  support  of  the  government.  Of  these  sums  a 
great  proportion  is  stolen  by  the  ring.  This  has 
become  a  matter  of  course.  The  astonishing  expo- 
sure is  that  the  amounts  thus  realized  constitute  but 
an  insignificant  portion  of  the  plunder.  Considering 
that  the  regular  appropriations  have  grown  within  a 
few  years  from  ten  or  twelve  to  over  twenty  millions, 
that  mine  ought  to  satisfy  the  most  grasping  robbers. 
But  it  is  a  mere  flea-bite.  The  rich  vein  is  the 
'special  account,'  which  means  the  seizure  of  the 
public  money  without  even  the  pretext  of  a  lawful 
appropriation.  It  is  precisely  as  if  the  ring  pounced 
upon  so  much  property  and  stole  it  by  force.  The 
method  is  to  issue  bonds  for  the  amount,  thus  going 
entirely  outside  of  the  regular  levy.  If  the  ring- 
masters were  the  actual  owners  of  all  the  property  iu 
New  York,  they  could  not  handle  it  with  more  abso- 
lute and  arbitrary  power  than  they  do  now.  "What 
shadow  of  a  limitation  is  there  to  their  control,  if, 
after  spending  the  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  the 
regular  levy,  they  may  grasp  thirty,  forty  or  fifty 
millions  more  by  the  issue  of  bonds  at  pleasure  I 

"  The  figures  themselves  give  the  clearest  concep- 
tion  of    the    work.     Nearly    $1,000,000    were   paid 
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nominally  to  keep  ten  armories  in  repair  for  a  period 
of  nine  months.  There  is  not  an  intelligent  man  in 
the  State  who  does  not  know  that  most  of  this  snm 
went  into  the  pockets  of  the  ring.  To  suppose  that 
nearly  $200,000  were  spent  for  chairs,  and  nearly 
$500,000  for  carpenter  work  to  one  man,  would  be  to 
demonstrate  the  insanity  of  the  believer.  All  of  the 
money  went  into  the  hands  of  one  go-between,  who 
apportioned  it  according  to  the  agreement.  But  this 
colossal  theft  was  only  a  beginning.  During  the 
same  period  $4,000,000  were  raised  from  bonds  and 
paid  to  the  same  agent  of  the  ring.  To  illustrate  the 
beauty  of  the  '  special  account,'  it  need  only  be  added 
that  nearly  $3,000,000  were  drawn  on  that  account, 
when  less  than  $2,000,000  were  drawn  on  account  of 
appropriations  for  the  same  period. 

"There  is  no  answer  to  this  absolute  demonstration 
of  robbery.  The  figures  are  taken  from  the  books  of 
Controller  Connolly  himself  The  ring  has  studiously 
and  cunningly  plotted  to  cover  its'  tracks.  For  two 
years  the  Controller  refused,  in  defiance  of  law,  to 
make  any  report  whatever.  And  when  finally  he 
made  a  statement,  it  was  a  crafty  effort  to  befog  and 
conceal  the  true  condition  of  the  finances  instead  of 
making  it  plain.  It  could  not,  however,  prevent  the 
momentous  fact  from  coming  to  light  that  the  ring 
had  spent  or  plundered  over  one  hundred  millions  in  two 
years.  And  it  has  not  prevented  this  further  exposure, 
which  goes  behind  the  report  to  the  books,  and 
shows  up  the  ugly  details.     The  revelation,  in  con- 
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junction  with  previous  exhibitions,  cannot  fail  to  have 
a  profound  effect." 

The  Transcript,  one  of  the  leading  papers  in  New 
England,  and  published  at  Boston,  thus  views  the 
situation  after  the  exposure  had  been  made.  Tam- 
many Hall,  as  a  power  in  the  country,  never  before 
received  such  blows  as  the  New  York  Times  is  strik- 
ing with  each  daily  issue.  The  Times  is  not  ambiiju- 
ous  in  its  statements.  It  singles  out  by  name  the 
prominent  upholders  of  Tammany,  and  charges  them 
with  fraud  and  corruption  to  an  extent  which  should 
make  the  voters  of  the  worst  portion  of  New  York 
blush  for  their  rulers.  There  is  no  mincing  epithetr 
or  lack  of  directness  in  the  charges.  Mayor  Hall, 
Controller  Connolly,  and  Tweed's  confidential  partner 
are  accused  of  crimes  that  should  secure  them  speedy 
lodgment  in  the  nearest  penal  institution ;  and  what 
is  more  important,  figures  are  published,  which,  if  cor- 
rect, establish  the  truth  of  the  allegations.  The  dis- 
closures appear  to  have  paralyzed  the  accused.  The) 
never  expected  that  the  books,  wherein  the  record  of 
these  fraudulent  transactions  is  kept,  would  meet  the 
pubhc  eye.  They  never  dreamed  of  being  confronted 
with  such  proofs  of  malversation  in  office;  testimony 
sufficient  to  drive  an  honest  official,  who  still  retained 
some  little  regard  for  integrity  of  character,  stark  mad. 
They  supposed  the  contents  of  the  books  would  re- 
main a  secret  with  these  involved  in  the  criminality 
there  described.  But  it  happens  that  notes  were 
taken  of  the  various  entries  therein,  which  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  conductors  of  the  Times,  who  are 
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doing. a  great  service  to  the  citizens  of  New  York  and 

tlie  country  at  large  in  the  exposure  of  such  wholesale 
rascality  and  disgraceful  breach  of  trust.  The  effect 
of  the  revelation  will  be  to  open  the  eyes  of  tax  pay- 
ers in  New  York  to  a  wider  extent  than  they  have 
been  opened  heretofore.  Throughout  the  Union  it 
wUl  render  Tammany  a  thing  abhorred,  causing  it  to 
be  regarded  as  an  organization  to  be  avoided  as  a  pest. 
Democrats  opposed  to  Tammany  will  use  the  expo- 
sure to  annihilate  its  influence  in  the  party  upon 
which  it  is  foisted,  like  the  "  Old  Man  of  the  Sea" 
upon  Sinbad.  Hartford  Conventionism  will  be  a  pop- 
ular motto  by  the  side  of  the  ism  bearing  the  impress 
of  the  Tammany  Ring.  Tammany's  touch  hereafter 
will  be  political  death.  To  destroy  a  Presidential 
candidate  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  say  that  be  is 
the  favorite  of  Mayor  Hall,  Connolly,  Tweed  &  Co. 

The  Public  Ledger,  published  in  Philadelphia  closed' 
an  able  article  in  this  very  emphatic  language  :  "Thus 
much  of  the  facts,  then,  must  be  taken  as  uncontro- 
verted,  if  not  admitted.  The  machinery  peculiar  to 
the  government  of  New  York  City,  its  loose  and  profli- 
gate way  of  erecting  and  furnishing  its  '  new  court 
houses  and  public  offices,'  and  its  management  by  ir- 
responsible '  Commissions'  and  '  Rings,'  have  per- 
mitted the  public  treasury  to  be  robbed  in  a  few 
months,  within  two  years,  of  more  than  $8,000,000. 
That  is  Hie  appalling  practical  fact.  That  gives  tre- 
mendous emphasis  to  all  that  has  been  said  in  this 
journal  against  the  efforts  to  introduce  the  scandalous 
and  ruinous  system  of  gigantic  '  Rings'  and  "  Com- 
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missions,'  with  unlimited  powers  and  no  responsibil- 
ity, into  Philadelphia,  as  was  attempted  by  the  last 
two  Legislatures,  and  in  part  effected.  That  should 
sound  the  full  note  of  warning  to  the  voters  and  tax- 
payers to  beware  of  electing  to  office  the  men  who 
were  the  instigators,  the  advocates,  the  organizers,  and 
the  willing  tools  of  the  audacious  attempt  to  fasten 
that  monstrous  system  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

It  will  be  observed  that  only  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  public  accounts  were  published,  most  of  these 
concerned  the  "  Department  of  Public  Improvements" 
in  the  county  work.  This  was  Tweed's  department ; 
but  even  of  his  operations,  not  the  half  was  told.  Yet 
this  partial  exhibit — this  mere  fragment  from  the  pub- 
lic accounts — proved  conclusively  the  robbery  of  mil- 
lions from  the  treasury.  Inteliigent  tax-payers  readily 
inferred  the  magnitude  of  the  frauds  that  must  be 
evolved  if  the  whole  of  the  public  record  could  be 
given  to  the  public.  There  had  been  enough  set  forth 
to  establish  the  truth  of  the  charge,  that  the  publie. 
officers  were  an  organized  band  of  robbers,  with  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  as  their  official  head,  but  of  whon. 
Tweed  was  absolute  master. 

These  public  servants  had  frequently  been  accused  of 
extravagance  in  their  administration  and  dishonesty  in 
the  use  of  the  public  money;  they  folded  their  arms 
in  dignified  composure  and  impudently  inquired  of  the 
people  "  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  ?"  Now,  how- 
ever, they  were  alarmed.  JIayorHall,  who  is  ajourn- 
ahst,  a  lawyer,  and  a  politician,  felt  that  it  was  necessary 
to  "put  in  an  answer"  to  the  charges  preferred  against 
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him  and  his  confederates.  He  published  cards,  wrote 
letters  and  printed  editorials.  Every  effort  at  explana- 
tion only  made  matters  worse.  The  charges  were  direct 
and  specific.  The  answers  were  evasive  and  irrele- 
vant. The  "  pleadings"  were  aU  by  way  of  "  con- 
fession and  avoidance."  The  thieves  confessed  the 
robbery,  but  sought  by  subtrefuge  to  avoid  their  re- 
sponsibility in  the  crime. 

The  people  were  not  in  a  temper  to  be  trifled 
with;  they  demanded  instantly  a  full  and  complete 
exhibit  of  all  the  public  accounts,  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures in  both  county  and  city  departments.  This 
the  ring  dare  not  make.  If  the  full  measure  of  their 
villany  had  been  exposed  at  one  time,  an  indignant  pop- 
ulace, made  to  suffer  under  high  taxes  to  support  the 
thieves,  would  havebeen  excited  by  uncontrollable  wrath 
to  deeds  of  violence  against  their  oppressors.  "Down 
with  the  robbers !"  "  Tammany  must  be  overthrown ;" 
"  Tweed  must  be  crushed  !"  "  Clean  them  out,  were 
word  forms  employed  on  the  streets  and  in  public  and 
private  gatherings  by  the  people,  to  express  their  hos- 
tility to  their  rulers.  Soon  the  solid  men  began  to 
move.  They  threw  to  the  breeze  a  new  banner,  bear- 
ing a  once  popular  but  now  long  forgotten  legend: 
"  O^ce  holders  to  the  rear;   Taxpayers  to  the  front." 

A  call  was  published  for  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens, 
to  be  held  in  the  Cooper  Union  Hall,  to  determine 
what  action  should  be  taken  by  the  people  to  defend 
themselves  against  the  insatiable  rapacity  of  the  office- 
holders. Appended  to  the  call  for  that  meeting  were 
hundreds  of  names,  and  among  these  the  most  hon- 
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orable,  the  wealthiest  and  most  respectable  merchants, 
manufacturers  and  professional  men  of  every  class. 
It  was  now  evident  that  the  giant  had  been  aroused. 
The  sovereign  power  of  the  municipality  was  about  to 
assert  itself,  and  to  hurl  from  official  stations  the  un- 
worthy servants,  who  by  organized  fraud,  violence  and 
corruption,  had  fastened  themselves  upon  the  public 
treasury.  No  sooner  was  the  voice  of  the  people 
heard,  than  the  miscreants  skulked  away,  hiding  from 
the  indignant  scorn  of  an  outrE^ed  populace. 

In  secret,  anxious,  guilty  consultation,  the  confeder- 
ated thieves  tremblingly  asked,  in  portentious,  broken 
whispers,  "What — are  we — going  to  do — about  it? 

The  citizens  met  for  deliberation  and  conference. 
The  great  hall  of  the  Cooper  Union  was  crowded  with 
an  audience  of  intelhgent,  determined  men.  There 
was  wisdom  to  determine,  courage  to  resoh'e,  and 
power  to  execute  whatever  was  deemed  necessary 
for  public  safety.  It  was  a  meeting  of  real  indigna- 
tion, passionately  expressed.  Men  of  all  parties  and 
all  ages  assembled  under  the  call  very  early  in  the 
evening.  Nearly  an  hour  before  the  time  appointed 
for  the  opening  speech,  no  standing  room  remained  in 
the  hall,  A  score  or  two  of  women,  chiefly  Germans, 
were  scattered  through  the  vast  room,  but  all  the  rest 
of  the  audience  were  men,  and  nineteen-twentieths  of 
these  were  advanced  in  years — voters  and  property 
holders — were  interested  in  the  political  redemption 
and  prosperity  of  the  city.  The  immense  and  enthu- 
siastic audience  was  composed  in  every  sense  of  sub- 
stantial men,  who  came  there  with  the  purpose  of 
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giving  free  and  full,  emphatic,  and  unequivocal  ex- 
pression to  sentiments  long  since  formed,  and  to 
opinions  now  confirmed  by  the  presentation  of  full 
proofs  of  the  frauds  of  the  Tammany  leaders.  There 
was  no  display  of  excitement,  none  either  of  impa- 
tience ;  and  the  vast  audience  awaited  without  demon- 
stration the  beginning  of  the  proceedings.  No  one 
displayed  any  disposition  to  be  riotous ;  indeed,  the 
crowd  of  quiet,  earnest  men  was  not  one  into  which 
the  rioters  in  the  employ  of  Tammany  would  care  to 
venture.  There  was  a  rumor  prevalent  during  the 
day  that  a  large  body  of  roughs  had  been  ordered 
down  from  the  Twenty-first  Ward  to  interrupt  the 
meeting,  but  it  proved  a  false  story,  which  intimidated 
no  one.  Tammany  leaders  understood  too  well  the 
danger  to  them  of  interrupting  a  public  meeting  in 
which  the  whole  city,  the  whole  country  was  interested. 
They  broke  up  primary  and  ward  meetings  and 
conventions,  and  created  considerable  confusion  in  the 
outposts  of  the  great  political  army  of  allied  parties 
opposed  to  them ;  but  they  were  too  wise  to  assault 
the  center  of  the  phalanx  itself.  The  eftbrts  at  dis- 
turbance were  altogether  insignificant,  and  resulted 
more  from  drunkenness  than  boldness.  The  Tammany 
leaders,  indeed,  were  sagacious  enough  to  order  the 
police  which  they  controlled  to  afford  the  fullest  protec- 
tion to  the  meeting.  Large  squads  guarded  the  en- 
trance, and  displayed  themselves  in  force  formidable 
enough  to  intimidate  within  the  building.  Special  or 
detective  officers  watched  the  entrances,  and  followed 
at  the  heels  of  every  suspicious  character  who  entered. 
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Strict  orders  were  issued  to  seize  the  first  man  who 
made  any  interruption  or  uttered  any  dissent  from  the 
sentiments  expressed  from  the  stage. 

Men  of  all  parties — at  least  all  parties  opposed  to 
Tammany — were  in  the  audience,  or  rather  audiences, 
for  there  were  two  meetings  organized.  One-third 
at  least  were  revolting  Tammany  Germans,  and  a  fair 
fraction  was  composed  of  the  Young  Democracy.  The 
coalition  between  the  three  parties  which  desired  the 
reformation  of  municipal  rule,  appeared  to  be  perfec- 
ted on  this  occasion. 


of  Hon.  W.  F.  Eavemeyer. 

Hon,  W.  F.  Havemeyer,  an  old  and  universally  re- 
spected citizen,  was  called  to  preside.  He  made  an 
earnest  and  powerful  address,  and  said: 

Now,  fellow  citizens,  you  are  aware  that  very  grave 
charges  have  been  made  against  the  members  of  the 
City  Government,  of  fraudulent  and  corrupt  extrava- 
gance in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys — that 
large  sums  have,  in  some  cases,  been  paid  to  counter- 
feit demands ;  and  in  others,  where  either  no  equiva- 
lent, or  a  very  disproportionate  one,  has  been  received, 
until  the  public  has  become  alarmed,  and  is  at  last 
aroused  to  the  necessity  of  instituting  such  a  rigid 
investigation  of  the  public  accounts,  as  will,  if  the 
charges  are  false,  dispel  alarm  for  the  future,  or,  if 
found  to  be  true,  will  lead  to  such  decided  measures 
as  to  force  the  guilty  parties  to  disgorge  their  ill  got- 
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ten  gains,  and  suffer  the  utmost  penalty  of  the  law  for 
their  larcenies. 

These  charges  against  the  integrity  of  the  members 
of  our  city  government,  have  not  yet  been  answered 
in  a  way  to  satisfy  the  coraraunity  that  they  are  false, 
or  that  they  lack  any  of  the  elements  to  convict  those 
implicated,  of  crime  before  any  honest  court  or  jury; 
and  I  must  be  here  permitted  to  say,  that,  if  what  has 
been  alleged  against  the  officials,  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred, be  true,  the  whole  truth  has  not  been  told,  and 
that  the  credit  of  the  city  is  in  imminent  danger,  by 
the  acts  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  preserve  and 
protect  it.  These  statements  cannot  be  weakened  by 
flattering  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  city  property, 
which  may  be  made  by  experts  in  real  estate,  as  the 
mass  of  that  property  is  needed  for  use,  and  is  not 
open  for  sale,  and  any  debt  fraudulently  incurred  must 
fall  back  on  the  people  to  be  paid  by  taxation. 

The  prosperity  of  this  city  is  due  solely  to  its  natu- 
ral advantages,  its  growth  is  in  spite  of  the  negligence, 
ignorance,  and  corruption  of  its  government,  and 
while  commerce  is  shackled  and  burdened  by  unjust 
exactions  from  the  moment  it  passes  into  our  bay,  and 
is  seeking  other  marts;  and  capital,  scared  by  the 
apparition  of  political  receivers  and  referees,  seeks  the 
protection  of  a  purer  administration  of  justice,  it  still 
thrives.  Bat  a  deadly  disease  is  consuming  its  vitals. 
Official  life,  no  longer  honorable,  has  become  a  busi- 
ness.  Offices  are  created  not  so  much  to  reward 
political  favorites  as  to  purchase  the  aid  of  corrupt 
men  to  stamp  out  liberty  in  our  midst     The  most 
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exorbitant  salaries  are  paid  to  the  most  incompetent 
officials.  The  charter  of  our  city,  as  it  now  stands,  is 
a  mere  act  of  perfidious  legislation,  conceived  and 
framed  to  prolong  the  terms  of  bad  men.  Under  it, 
and  its  attendant  legislation,  the  government  of  this 
city  has  become  an  oligarchy.  The  right  of  suffrage 
is  practically  abolished.  Elective  offices  are  shorn  of 
power,  and  scarcely  the  form  of  a  democratic  govern- 
ment remains  to  us  in  this  city.  Wealth,  wrung  in 
the  shape  of  taxes  from  honest  toil,  flaunts  itself  in 
the  public  gaze  in  gorgeous  array — in  splendid  equi- 
pages and  in  palatial  residences — to  attest,  I  suppose, 
the  provident,  unadulterated,  incorruptible,  and  radi- 
cal democracy  of  its  possessors.  To  eradicate  these 
evils  will  require  the  use  of  the  cautery  and  the  knife 
in  the  hands  of  bold,  skilful,  and  faithful  operators, 
rather  than  the  quack  nostrums  or  pretentious  place- 
bos of  any  literary  mountebank. 

This  city,  fellow  citizens,  so  magnificent  in  extent, 
so  liberal  in  its  welcome  and  hospitality,  and  bound- 
less in  its  charities,  now  calls  her  people  to  their  duty 
in  this  time  of  her  humiliation, 

I  confess,  that  I  have  been  a  long  time  surprised 
at  the  listlessness  and  apathy  of  the  people  of  this 
city,  and  especially  of  the  mechanical  and  laboring 
portion  of  our  population,  in  not  giving  the  subject, 
which  now  appears  to  excite  some  interest,  earlier 
attention,  when  it  must  have  been  long  patent  to 
everybody  who  has  the  abihty  to  think,  or  who  lays 
claim  to  the  least  knowledge  of  his  own  interest, 
that  every  dollar  improperly,  not  to  say  frauilulently, 
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expended  by  the  city  government,  must  be  paid  by 
those  who  labor,  in  the  increased  rent  of  the  build- 
ings which  shelter  them,  in  the  price  of  eveiy 
garment  which  clothes  their  famihes,  and  of  every 
mouthful  of  food  they  eat,  and  I  here  denounce,  as  all 
classes  of  our  citizens  should  denounce,  every  act  of 
prodigality  or  jobbing  by  the  city  government,  as  a 
robbery  of  labor,  diminishing  its  comforts  and  di-si- 
pating  its  enjoyments,  but,  fellow  citizens,  having  said 
these  things  before  'without  exciting  any  attention,  I 
will  not  detiiin  you  any  longer  than  to  add,  that  the 
remedy  is  with  you;  the  city  will  be  saved  when  the 
people  deserve  salvation ;  "  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
price  of  liberty"  and  security.  To  enjoy  these  privi- 
leges, you  must  pay  the  price  in  full  to  the  uttermost 
farthing.  The  cross  must  precede  the  crown.  "When 
men  sleep,  the  enemy  sows  tares." 

There  are  no  special  copartnerships  in  politics,  any 
more  than  in  religion,  where  one  man  furnishes  the 
capital  and  the  other  does  the  work;  to  secure  your 
reward  in  either,  you  must  both  work  and  pay,  and 
whenever  the  body  of  our  citizens  each  acting  for 
himself,  shall  resolve  that  they  will  turn  from  the 
avocations  of  business,  discard  the  interest  and  preju- 
dices of  party,  and  make  an  earnest  and  faithful 
effort  to  overthrow  the  wrongdoers,  and  establish  a 
reform  in  the  government  of  our  city,  the  good  re- 
sults which  you  expect  to  flow  from  this  meeting  will 
be  secured. 

As  the  Mayor,  in  a  recent  communication  to  the 
Common  Council,  declared  it  to  be  due  to  their  con- 
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stituents,  and  to  the  public  credit,  to  permit  any  un- 
biased, unexceptionable  and  unpartisan  committee  of 
tax-payers,  so  desiring,  to  participate  in  the  labors  of 
that  body,  in  investigating  the  accounts  of  the  city, 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  that  the  duties  of  any  such 
committee  you  may  appoint  for  this  purpose,  will  be 
rendered  less  difficult  and  protracted  than  might  other- 
wise be  expected,  and  I  repeat,  with  sober  and  earnest 
emphasis,  to  the  people  of  this  great  metropolis,  and 
of  this  State,  and  especially  to  you  here  assembled, 
the  question  which  has  been  derisively  put  to  disap- 
pointed and  dissatisfied  inquirers  for  information  con- 
cerning the  state  of  your  own  atlairs,  when,  I  now  ask 
you  in  conclusion — what  are  vou  going  to  do  about 
it? 

Speech  of  Jud^e  Emott. 

The  question  propounded  by  the  president  of  this 
meeting  is  one  that  concerns  the  existence  of  free  in- 
stitutions in  the  world,  and  no  man  who  has  at  heart 
the  cause  of  liberty,  or  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  government,  can  feel  unconcerned  when  the  ques- 
tion is  deliberately  proposed  to  a  community  like  this, 
whether  a  great  city  like  this  in  which  we  live  has  a 
public  conscience,  and  how  that  conscience  can  make 
itself  felt. 

Now  we  are  confronted  with  the  startling  discovery 
that  the  debt  of  this  city  and  county  has  increased 
until  it  has  reached  an  amount  at  least  exceeding 
$100,000,000;  that  it  has  increased  $63,000,000 
under  the  present  government  of  the  present  Mayor, 
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and  within  two  and  a  half  years  past.  But  what  is 
most  amazing  and  what  is  most  alarming  is  that  this 
is  a  discovery;  that  this  has  been  a  secret  and  an 
unknown  increase ;  that  there  exists  a  power  to  create 
debts,  to  issue  bonds,  to  mortgage  your  property  and 
my  property  to  an  unlimited  amount,  and  neither  you 
nor  I  can  know  to  what  extent  that  is  being  exercised. 
I  believe,  gentlemen,  there  is  not  an  instance  of  civil- 
ized government  of  a  State,  city  or  county  in  the 
history  of  the  civilized  world  where  debt  has  ever  been 
created,  where  bonds  have  ever  been  issued,  without 
notice  or  knowledge  to  the  people  at  the  time  when 
that  debt  was  created.  Why,  gentlemen,  you  are 
lying  in  the  power  of  men  who  can  mortgage  your 
property  secretly  and  without  limit,  and  you  know 
not  from  day  to  day  what  burdens  exist  upon  the 
fruits  of  your  honest  industry,  nor  when  you  may  be 
called  to  bear  them. 

Taxes,  gentlemen,  are  nothing.  It  is  easy  to  de- 
ceive the  people  with  the  story  of  two  per  cent,  a  year. 
Even  the  enormous  sums  which  seem  to  have  been 
taken  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  fatten  certain 
favorite  ones  are  comparatively  insignificant  when  you 
consider  them  alongside  of  this  great  power  of  mort- 
gaging the  citizens'  property  without  their  knowledge 
and  consent.  Now,  gentlemen,  this  city  lies  like  a 
great  whale  stranded  on  the  coast,  and  devoured  piece- 
meal by  sharks.  The  sharks  are  not  many ;  they  are 
a  select  few,  hut  they  are  very  voracious.  The  speaker 
fully  reviewed  the  magnitude  of  the  frauds  as  far  as 
they  had  been  discovered,  and  then  proceeded : 
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Now,  gentlernen,  as  your  president  has  said,  "  What 
are  you  going  to  do  ?"  1  will  tell  you — we  have  come 
here  to-uight  to  express  our  ideas,  and  to  direct  public 
opinion.  I  tell  you  the  world  is  waiting  to  see  if 
the  men  of  New  York  believe  in  honesty,  or  worship 
fraud.  We  must  repeal  this  charter.  We  must  com- 
pel the  complete  development  of  the  acts  of  these 
men,  and  an  entire  publicity  of  every  debt  in  the  future 
which  they  make — we  must  limit  their  power  to  make 
these  debts,  to  mortgage  our  property  without  our 
consent.  We  must  remove  the  officers  who  have  been 
guilty  of  such  acts — we  must  punish  the  guilty,  W(i 
must  recover  the  money  back  to  the  city  treasury. 

If  (here  be  no  law  to  do  it,  then  persistently  agitate, 
agitate,  agitate,  till  at  last  you  get  a  law.  If  the 
citizens  of  this  great  city  are  in  earnest,  they  cannot  be 
resisted;  there  is  no  power  like  the  power  of  a  people 
aroused — aroused  and  enkindled  with  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  righteous  wrath.  We  have  seen  it  in  this  coun- 
try, gentlemen;  we  have  seen  it  in  the  war  of  the 
rebellion ;  let  us  see  it  again  now. 


Speech  of  Oswald  Oitendorfer. 

I  hate,  as  much  as  any  of  you,  the  corruption  and 
dishonesty  that  pervades,  in  varying  proportions,  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  everywhere,  and  cor- 
rupts to  a  considerable  extent  even  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  our  people.  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  it  is  by  far  the  most  alarming  evil  under  which 
our  political  and  social  institutions  suffer,  and  that  our 
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non-ability  to  arrest  the  further  spread  of  this  epidemic 
will  finally  result  in  the  destruction  of  our  rights  and 
liberties  and  everything  else,  upon  the  possession  of 
which  an  American  citizen  has  heretofore  prided  him- 
self I  am  fully  determined,  therefore,  to  fight  this 
gigantic  evil,  wherever  it  may  appear,  with  all  the 
energy  I  am  capable  of  But  in  order  to  do  this,  and 
to  do  it  efi"ectually,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that, 
in  doing  so,  we  do  not  deviate  a  hair's  breadth  from 
the  path  which  duty  and  justice  compel  us  to  walk — 
that  we  act  with  deliberation  and  moderation — that 
we  do  not  confound  the  eifects  of  the  evil  with  the 
true  cause,  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  with  the  dis- 
ease itself — that  in  dealing  with  persons  we  do  not 
lose  sight  of  the  interest  of  which  they  are  the  repre- 
sentatives, and  which,  if  it  remains  unaff'ected,  would 
soon  find  other,  and  perhaps  worse,  exponents.  Un- . 
less  we  do  that,  our  struggle  with  the  dragon  of  cor- 
ruption may  be  fittingly  compared  with  Don  Quixote's 
fight  against  the  windmills. 

While,  therefore,  I  fully  share  the  conviction  of  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  finances  of  our  city  and  county;  while  I  con- 
cede, in  point  of  public  morals,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  all  who  have  been  guilty  of  fraud  in  the 
administration  of  the  afi^airs  of  the  city,  or  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  ofiice,  should  not  only  be 
exposed  to  public  condemnation  by  the  publication  of 
the  proofs  of  their  guilt,  but  also  prosecuted  to  the 
extent  of  the  law,  I  am  nevertheless  of  the  opinion 
that  the  full  discharge  of  our  duty  in  the  premises  calls 
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tor  more  than  a  mere  cursory  examination  of  the  best 
means  with  which  to  accomplish  these  objects.  Cry- 
ing over  spilt  mills  is  never  enough.  The  chief  aim 
of  aE  honest  and  well  meaning  citizens  should  now  be 
to  devise  ways  and  means  tor,  preventing  a  recurrence 
of  the  deplorable  condition  which  now  exists  here,  and 
tor  estabhshing  permanent  institutions  under  which 
this  great  city  may  properly  fulfil  its  mission  as  the 
metropolis  of  the  Union. 

I  recognize  the  necessity  of  the  existence  of  pohti- 
cal  party  organizations,  tor  the  purpose  of  asserting  and 
vindicating  certain  principles  in  the  admmistration  of 
public  affairs ;  I  know  that  party  management  often 
necessitates  the  choice  of  the  lesser  of  two  evils  and 
acquiescence  of  measures  of  very  doubtful  expediency, 
in  order  not  to  jeopard  the  success  of  important  ques- 
tions of  great  bearing,  for  which  the  party  is  contend- 
ing- I  know  that  all  relations  are  moulded  and  more 
or  less  influenced  by,  or  made  subject  to,  party  politics, 
and  that  the  reasons  therefore  can  at  all  times  be  made 
to  appear  plausible.     But,  notwithstanding  all    thai, 
and  notwithstanding  that    I  am   ready  to  make  all 
reasonable    concessions   to    the    necessities    of    party 
organizations,!  cannot  and  will  not  concede  the  exist- 
ence of  any  valid  reason  why  our    municipal  affairs 
should  be  shaped,  influenced,  and  even  controlled  by 
party  poUtics.     The  only  reason  which  can  be  assigned 
therefor  is    that  the    abuses    exist,   that   they    have 
existed  for  years,  and  that  all  attempts  to  remedy 
them  have  so  far  been  in  vain.     This  is  undoubtedly 
true  but  at  the  same  time  it  should  be  considered  that 
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the  evil  consequences  flowing  therefrom  have  never 
appeared  in  as  hideous  and  gigantic  a  form  as  they  do 
since  the  disclosures  were  made  which  led  to  the  call 
of  this  meeting.  To  consider  it  impossible  to  remedy 
an  evil,  the  futal  effects  of  which  are  now  clearly  per- 
ceived, would  involve  the  denial  of  the  existence  of 
good,  sourtd  common  sense  among  the  people,  and  if 
we  are  now  to  lack  in  energy  and  courage  to  effect  a 
radical  cure  after  the  discovery  of  the  roots  of  the 
disease  which  threatens  to  undermine  the  very  foun- 
dations of  our  society,  we  might  as  well  at  once  despair 
of  our  ability  to  govern  ourselves. 

To  every  attentive  observer  of  the  manner  in  which 
our  municipal  affairs  have  been  conducted  and  regu- 
lated during  a  long  series  of  years,  it  must  have  become 
clear  that  our  city  has  been  the  foot-ball  and  target  at 
which  the  intrigues  of  both  political  parties  were 
aimed.  The  tax  payers  of  New  York  had  to  furnish 
the  corruption  fund  whtch  kept  the  machines  of  both 
parties  going.  The  citizens  of  New  York  are  aston- 
ished at  the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
administtation  of  the  different  departments  and  courts, 
over  the  great  number  of  special  enactments  and  their 
confused  meanings,  by  which  new  loans  were  author- 
ized and  the  adjustment  of  doubtful,  aye,  even  fraud- 
ulent claims,  ordered.  I  iind  nothing  astonishing  in 
all  this. 

As  we  were  compelled,  year  after  year,  to  submit 
our  tax  levy  to  the  Legislature  for  approval ,  as  we 
were  placed  under  the  necessity  to  procure  legislative 
consent  to  every  little  measure  affecting  nobody  out- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


932 


LIFE  OF  JAMES  FISK,   JR. 


side  of  this  municipality,  it  followed,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  the  great  wealth  of  New  York  attracted 
the  vultures  from  all  directions,  and  that  this  city  was 
finally  looked  upon  as  a  milch  cow  to  support  in  opu- 
lence tlie  leeches  of  corruption. 

Even  now,  while  this  poor  city,  bleeding  from  a 
hundred  wounds,  lies  prostrate  under  the  burden  of  a 
debt  amounting  to  over  a  hundred  millions,  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  together  with  interest  thereon,  must 
necessarily  impose  new  and  manifold  burdens  to  be 
borne  by  the  working  classes  out  of  their  scanty  earn- 
ings— now,  that  even  the  most  heartless  egotist  should 
express  regret  at  our  pitiable  situation,  the  intriguing 
politicians  are  already  again  at  work  to  turn  our  mis- 
fortunes to  the  advantage  of  their  party.  This  assur- 
ance is  given  by  Horace  Greeley,  who  interprets  a 
manifest  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Kepublican  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  in  the  following  way : 

"  You  speak  of  a  formidable  revolt  within  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  to  overthrow  the  cormpt  Tammany  Ring, 
and  that  overtures  were  made  to  leading  Republicans 
looking  to  reciprocal  action,  the  revolting  Democrats 
offering  to  support  the  Republican  State  ticket  if  the 
Republicans  would  unite  in  support  of  the  anti-Tam- 
many city  ticket,  and  that  the  proposition  was  readily 
accepted." 

Indeed,  the  eppctacle  offered  by  the  Roman  soldiers, 
in  raffling  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  for  the  clothes  of  the 
Saviour,  can  have  been  liardly  more  shokiug  than  this 
new  attempt  to  mi;ke  the  misfortunes  of  New  York 
the  basis  of  new  political  bargains.  But  so  it  has  been, 
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and  80  will  it  be,  as  long  as  we  permit  our  municipal 
affairs  to  be  influenced  by  party  politics — as  long  as 
we  do  not  emancipate  the  administration  of  our  muni- 
cipal government  from  the  struggles  of  political  parties. 
The  idea  is  not  new,  but  good.  It  is  true  that  the 
feasibility  of  carrying  it  into  practical  effect  has  fre- 
quently been  denied.  But  I  do  not  concede  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  denial;  on  the  contrary,  I  maintain 
and  insist  that  there  never  has  been  a  more  favorable 
opportunity  for  the  realization  of  this  constant  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  New  York — the  correct- 
ne^  of  which  in  theory  is  universally  acknowledged — 
than  now  offers  itself. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  discovery  in  regard 
Vo  the  corrupt  management  of  our  city  affairs  is  as 
<leep  as  it  is  wide-spread.  Members  of  both  political 
l)artiGs,  inside  and  outside  of  the  city,  are  in  the  great- 
est indignation,  and  are  resolved  to  remedy  the  mis- 
chief,  at  any  price,  in  an  effective  manner. 

Now  if  the  members  of  both  parties,  together  with 
the  city  press,  who  really  intend  to  abolish  fraud  and 
corruption  in  our  city  government,  would  declare 
plainly  and  unmistakably  to  the  party  Stale  conven- 
tions ready  to  meet  in  the  near  future,  that  they  will 
consider  all  high-sounding  phrases  against  corruption, 
and  all  sorts  of  fine  and  ilowing  promises  of  honesty 
and  frugality,  mere  clap-trap  and  vain  humbug,  and 
that  they  can  only  become  convinced  of  the  sincere 
intention  of  the  parties  to  secure  for  the  City  of  New 
York  an  honest  and  economical  administration ;  if 
their  State  conventions  p:i^s  resolutions  in  which  the 
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membera  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  be 
elected  next  fall  are  distinctly  pledged  to  authorize 
our  citizens  to  design  and  adopt  a  charter  that  will 
contain  all  the  safeguards  against  the  Occurrence  of  the 
abuses  under  which  our  city  has  suffered  for  many 
years,  then ,  I  have  no  doubt  that  both  parties,  if  not 
through  a  sense  of  justice,  at  least  through  self-interest, 
could  be  invited  to  grant  this  demand.  A  Legislature 
elected  under  this  pledge  could  immediately  after  its 
organization  pass  an  enabling  act,  by  which  the  citizens 
of  New  York  would  be  authorized  to  elect  a  constitu- 
tional convention  to  draw  up  a  new  charter,  to  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  general  election  of  1872,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people. 

According  to  my  judgment,  this  is  the  most  practi- 
cal and  efficient  way  to  free  our  city  permanently 
from  the  abuses  under  which  we  now  suffer.  All  othei 
measures  which  look  only  to  the  removals  of  indi- 
viduals, or  by  which  one  party  is  to  he  discomfited  for 
the  benefit  of  the  other,  or  one  faction  for  the  benefit 
of  another,  would  prove  to  be  only  temporary  expe- 
dients.  That  much  even  is  not  quite  sure,  for  it  is 
idle  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  corruption,  fos- 
tered and  kept  alive  by  an  irredeemable  paper  cur- 
rency and  the  speculative  mania  resulting  tberelrom, 
has  become  a  national  evil,  and  as  such  has  seized 
upon  the  political  iield  as  the  one  most  propitious  for 
its  further  extension.  To  endeavor,  therefore,  to  up- 
root this  universal  evil  by  a  series  of  partisan  enact- 
ments would  resemble  the  attempt  made  by  Mrs.  Part- 
ington to  beat  hack  the  waves  of  the  ocean  with  a 
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broom.  No  doubt  the  citizens  of  New  York,  when 
they,  unmolested  by  party  considerations,  assume  the 
administration  of  our  city,  will  not  remain  free  from 
the  pernicious  influences  of  the  general  epidemic,  and 
it  will  require  constant  vigilance  to  prevent  its  spread ; 
but  corruption  will  at  least  be  prevented  from  using 
party  policy  as  its  principal  ally,  and  misuses  that  may 
occur  can,  if  the  new  charter  provides  for  direct  re- 
sponsibility, be  quickly  detected  and  corrected ;  and  I 
hope,  nay,  1  trust,  that  our  citizens  possess  sufficient 
intelligence  and  local  patriotism  to  elevate  our  com- 
munity to  a  position  from  which  we  can,  with  the  same 
pride  as  the  Roman  pronounced  his  "  Civis  Ramanus 
sum"  proclaim,  1  am  a  citizen  of  New  York. 

Speech  of  Ex- Governor  Salomon. 

Has  it  not  long  since  been  the  conviction  of  all 
thinking  men  in  this  community  that  the  affairs  of 
the  city  were  in  the  hands  of  a  few  shrewd,  unscru- 
pulous, and  bad  men,  banded  and  held  together  for  a 
common  purpose,  ■  that  of  public  plunder  1  Has  not 
corruption  so  tainted  public  aifairs  in  this  city  that 
every  connection  with  them  has  thrown  a  suspicion 
upon  the  character  of  a  man,  and  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  better  element  of  its  citizens  have  in 
consequence  abstained  from  all  such  connection?  Have 
we  not  seen  the  men  whose  names  are  now  in  the 
mouth  of  every  one,  grow  immensely  rich  within  a  few 
years  in  the  public  service,  and  have  we  not  been  well 
satisfied  long  since  that  their  riches  were  the  ill-gotten, 
gains  of  public  plunder  ? 
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Yes,  Mr.  President,  the  people  of  New  Yoik  City 
aiid  elsewhere  have  known  or  been  salisfied  of  all  this 
and  more  long  since,  but  there  lacked  the  specific  evi- 
dence of  the  specific  fraud — the  names  aiid  figures — 
to  bring  home  to  them  the  clear  concei>tion  of  the 
enormity  of  the  fraud  and  corruption,  the  peril  of  iheir 
property,  the  public  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  some 
action  to  ascertain  the  whole  truth,  and  of  measures 
of  protection.  The  good  people  of  this  city  were  all 
so  busy  with  their  own  private  affairs,  and  had  con- 
.  tracted  such  pleasant  habits  of  indolence,  apathy,  and 
horror  of  all  that  smacked  of  politics  that  they  were 
like  the  good-natured  but  indolent  rich  young  master, 
who  knows  very  well  that  his  cunning  servant  is  con- 
stantly stealing  and  pilfering  from  him,  but  who  settles 
down  in  the  comfortable  conviction  that  all  servants 
will  steal,  and  that  it  is  a  great  deal  better  for  his  ease 
not  to  investigate  things  too  closely,  that  he  may  avoid 
the  trouble  of  a  useless  change,  until  one  fine  morning 
a  watchful  friend,  who  has  often  before  remonstrated 
with  him  in  vain  upon  this  subject- in  a  general  way, 
startles  him  with  the  evidence,  that  his  dear  servant  is 
in  a  fair  way  of  ruining  him  by  enriching  himself  and 
his  relatives  at  his  master's  expense.  So  were  the  good 
people  of  this  city  recently  startled  out  of  their  com- 
fortable apathy  by  the  revelations  of  the  New  York 
Times.  There  were  the  figures  and  the  names  pro- 
cured and  taken  from  the  official  accounts  which  had 
for  years,  been  carefully  and  illegally  withheld  from 
public  inspection. 

And  what  did  these  figures  show  1     That  with  the 
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connivance,  assistance,  and  probiible  participation  of 
the  men  who  for  the  past  few  years  have  been  and  are 
at  the  head  of  the  city  government,  and.  who  should 
have  been  its  guardians,  this  city  and  county  and  its 
tax-payers  had  been  most  shamefully  defrauded  of 
many  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  consequently  the 
city  indebtedness  had  been  most  enormously  increased  ! 
The  specific  evidence  of  these  accounts  thus  made 
public  relates  particularly  to  the  new  court  house  and 
to  the  armories  and  drill  rooms.  Every  item  bears 
iipon  the  face  of  it  such  an  enormous  overcharge  as  to 
be  utterly  incompatible  with  honesty, 

I  will  only  advert  to  one  point,  the  attempt  to  ex- 
plain away  the  responsibility  of  the  precious  trium- 
virate Hall,  Connolly,  and  Tweed,  in  allowing  and 
paying  over  $6,000,000  of  bills  while  they  were  an 
interemistic  Auditing  Board,  A  law,  procured  by 
themselves,  by  the  Ring,  had,  in  very  plain  language 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood  by  any  honest  man, 
given  to  these  three  men  the  power  to  audit  all  liabil- 
ities  against  the  county  of  New  York,  previously  in- 
curred, and  to  pay  the  amount  found  to  be  due.  In 
some  incomprehensible  and  mysterious  manner,  the 
learned  Mayor  interprets  this  to  mean  that  they  have 
"ministerial"  functions  only  as  such  auditors,  and  they 
forthwith  proceed  to  pay  some  $6,000,000  of  old  ac- 
counts without  scrutiny,  upon  the  certificate  of  some 
other  member  or  committee  of  the  Eing!  Ob,  what  a 
noble  Roman  trio  is  this ;  what  immaculate  and  de- 
serving public  officers!  Oh,  ingenuity  of  interpreta- 
tion, thy  name  is  Oakey  Hall ! 
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There  was,  not  long  since,  a  proposition  seriously 
made  and  entertained  by  the  devoted  friends  of  Wm. 
M.  Tweed  to  erect  a  statue  in  some  public  place  in  tliis 
city  of  that  noble  citizen,  to  do  justice  and  homage  to 
his  great  deeds.     Aye,  Mr.  President,  let  us  have  that 
statue  now,  by  all  means !    But  let  it  not  be  his  statue 
alone  ;  let  it  be  a  great  public  monument,  cast  in  the 
most  enduring  metal  that  can  be  found,  placed  in  front 
of  the  new  County  Court  House,  and  representing, 
not  the  great  Tweed  alone,  but  also,  all  his  great  and 
worthy  assistants  and  co-laborers.     And  let  them  be 
represented  on  this  great  monument  as  they  now  ap- 
pear in  public  estimation,  somewhat  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  last  week  shown  to  ns  by  Bellew  in 
Harper's  Weekly  ;  chained  together,  two  and  two,  and 
guarded  by  the  city  police !     And  let  there  be  an  in- 
scription upon  this  monument  so  large  that  it  must  be 
seen  and  read  by  every  passer-by,  in  these  words,  per- 
haps, "  punishment  for  official  corruption  and  the  be- 
trayal  of  public  confidence ! "     Thus  in  emblematic 
form,    at  least,   we  might  have  justice  done.      Yes, 
justice  !    Where  can  we  find  it  in  this  city  and  Com- 
monwealth against  these  great  wrongs  and  these  great 
wrong-doers  ?     That  is  the  great  question  of  the  hour. 
It  was  once  the  boast  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, which  lies  .at  the  foundation  of  our  jurispru- 
dence, that  where  there  was   a  wrong   there  was   a 
remedy.     We  have  improved  upon  this  ancient  sys- 
tem of  jurisprudence  in  many  respects,  and  have  en- . 
deavored  to  make  it  answer  the  exigencies  of  modern 
times  ;  but  1  trust  and  hope  that  we  have  not  utterly 
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lost  its  ancient  and  essential  principles  and  remedies, 
by  which  such  wrongs  as  we  suffer  ftora  could  be  re- 
dressed, and  such  wrong-doers  punished.  Criminally 
and  civilly  the  men  that  have  committed  these  out- 
rages against  public  faith,  public  property,  and  public 
law  should  be  made  responsible.  And  1,  for  one, 
have  faith  that  with  all  their  cunning  and  power,  they 
can  be  so  held  and  made  to  answer  to  the  majesty  of 
the  law.  In  my  humble  opinion,  there  is  but  one 
thing  necessary  to  bring  these  three  men  to  justice 
and  to  rescue  the  city  of  New  York  from  the  great 
peril  in  which  it  now  stands,  and  that  one  thing  is  the 
determination,  the  active,  earnest,  united  will  of  the 
people  of  this  city  to  accomplish  it.  Where  there  is 
a  will  there  is  a  way. 

No  nobler,  greater,  or  better  cause  ever  appealed  to 
an  intelligent  public  than  this  cause  to-day  pleads  at 
the  bar  of  public  opinion.  It  is  not  alone  the  money 
of  which  this  community  has  been  robbed,  though  that 
sum  be  millions  and  although  this  robbery  endanger 
the  public  credit  and  private  property ;  nay,  it  is 
something  more  that  is  here  at  stake.  It  is  the  ques- 
tion of  self-government  that  is  put  in  issue  by  these 
things.  If  now,  at  this  time,  under  these  develop- 
ments and  most  grave  circumstances,  the  people  of 
New  York  city  are  found  wanting,  found  incapable 
of  redressing  these  wrongs,  if  they  will  still  allow  cor- 
ruption, that  has  "  boiled  and  bubbled  until  o'erran  the 
stew,"  to  triumph,  then  indeed  will  republican  govern- 
ment be  a  failure  here.  You  all  know  the  old  adagr, 
that  "  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty."     But, 
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if  it  be  too  much  to  ask  of  a  New  York  citizen  to  be 
ever  vigilant,  it  certainly  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
he  should  once  in  a  great  while  show  that  vigilance, 
that  interest  in  public  matters  which  alone  can  save 
Iiim  and  his  property  from  certain  ruin.  And  now  ia 
that  iime.  Now  or  never  will  you  throw  off  the  yoke 
which  has  been  placed  upon  your  necks.  Then,  fel- 
low citizens,  let  us  be  up  and  doing.  The  eye  of  the 
civilized  world  and  of  the  Eepublican  cause  every- 
where is  upon  us.  Oar  'own  safety  is  at  stake.  We 
must  not  fail ! 


Speech  of  Rohert  B.  Roosevelt. 

To  us  Democrats,  comes  the  charge  of  corruption 
against  our  rulers  with  a  two-fold  force,  an  especial 
lioiTOr.  To  hear  that  the  chief  officers  of  a  Demo- 
cratic city,  who  liave  been  elected  by  a  overwhelming 
majority  of  Democratic  votes,  some  of  whom  have 
been  chosen  over  and  over  again  to  various  positions 
of  trust,  are  venal  and  corrupt,  is  indeed  almost  in- 
credible. And  yet  what  is  the  evidence  1  The 
charges  are  direct,  plain,  and  explicit;  misappropria- 
tion of  vast  sums  are  alleged,  time,  place,  and  circum- 
stance are  all  stated  through  the  daily  press  with  the 
utmost  exactness.  Pretended  purchases,  which  are 
in  their  very  nature  impossible,  are  proved  to  have 
been  paid  for.  The  building  and  furnishing  of  our 
New  Court  House  are  made  the  pretext  for  the  pay- 
ment of  bills  which  are  not  merely  monstrous — they 
are  manifestly  fabulous.      It  is  pretended  that  acres  of 
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plastering  have  been  done  and  milos  of  carpeting  fur- 
nished. The  entire  City  Hall  Park  could  have  been 
plastered  and  carpeted  at  less  expense,  and  no  sane 
man  can  put  faith  in  the  pretence  if  it  were  made  that 
the  work  charged  for  was  really  done.  However,  I 
must  do  our  rulers  the  credit  of  saying  that  they 
make  no  such  pretence.  They  have  never  denied  the 
payments,  they  have  not  even  asserted  that  the  money 
was  earned,  while  they  have  in  every  one  of  their 
lame  defences  impliedly  admitted  that  the  bills  were 
extravagant,  if  not  fraudulent.  They  have  presumed 
to  defy  the  public;  they  have  tried  to  lay  half  the 
blame  on  the  shoulders  of  Republicans,  as  if  a  burglar 
were  to  excuse  himself  by  asserting  that  he  was  as- 
sisted by  a  fellow  burglar,  and  they  have  stated  that 
the  charges  were  brought  by  political  enemies  and  so 
not  entitled  to  an  answer,  but  nowhere  has  there  been 
a  straightforward,  positive  refutation — nowhere  a  de- 
nial even  of  any  sort. 

That  they  are  guilty  no  man  who  has  read  the 
statements  donbts  for  a  moment,  and  no  one  believes 
that  any  such  sums  were  actually  expended  on  the 
Court  House.  Nevertheless  I  have  been  informed 
that  this  building,  instead  of  costing  $3,000,000  or 
$5,000,000,  as  is  alleged,  the  latter  being  supposed  to 
be  the  extreme  limit,  has  actually  cost  over  $12,000,- 
000.  To  prove  this  I  have  been  shown  the  figures 
purporting  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Controller's 
books,  but  I  hope  I  was  deceived  and  that  they  were 
exaggerations.  But  of  the  facts  distinctly  alleged  in 
the  public  press  there  can  be  no  question ;  it  is  ad- 
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mitted  by  default  that  millions  on  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  been  paid  to  a  few  obscure  individuals 
for  which  they  neither  did  nor  could  have  performed 
equivalent  labor ;  while  a  little  printing  company  of 
$25,000  capital  has  received  $1,500,000  from  the 
county  alone  in  one  year. 

Nevertheless,  shocking  as  are  these  accusations,  they 
are  but  trivial  in  comparison  with  the  real  crimes  of 
the  accused.  Money  is,  after  all,  a  trivial  affair;  we 
are  a  wealthy  nation,  growing  with  immense  rapidity, 
rolling  up  capital  and  adding  to  our  resources  daily  ; 
we  can  endure  limitless  peculations  in  our  officials, 
and  still  survive ;  but  they  have  stolen  from  us  some- 
thing dearer  and  more  sacred  than  our  wealth — they 
have  stolen  our  rights,  our  liberties,  our  very  national 
institutions.  Such  wrongs  as  I  have  enumerated 
would  never  have  been  submitted  to  by  the  the  Demo- 
cratic party  had  the  individuals  composing  that  party 
not  been  first  deprived  of  the  free  expression  of  their 
will.  These,  our  masters,  have  stolen  our  ballots,  have 
falsified  the  will  of  the  people,  and  have  pulled  away 
the  very  keystone  of  the  arch  of  liberty. 

"What  I  am  about  to  tell  you  I  hardly  expect  you 
to  believe  ;  yet  I  will  give  you  every  point  of  time  and 
circumstance,  I  will  furnish  you  with  every  detail 
and  all  the  minutia;  of  the  mode  of  operations,  and, 
large  as  is  this  meeting,  were  I  to  call  my  witnesses 
together  I  could  fill  this  building  as  full  as  it  is  now. 
I  know  whereof  I  speak,  and  in  exposing  these  shame- 
less iniquities  rather  in  defence  of  Democracy  than  in 
arraignment  of   it,  nothing  extenuate  and  set  down 
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naught  in  malice.  By  a  combination  of  certain  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  officeholders  in  this  city  the 
votes  of  the  people  no  longer  express  their  will.  They 
are  falsified  in  three  different  ways,  so  that  no  matter 
how  honest  the  mass  of  voters  might  be,  the  corrupt 
Eing  would  apparently  be  retained  in  power.  To 
effect  this  three  forces  are  brought  into  play.  There 
is  the  use  of  repeaters  at  the  polls,  the  manipulation 
of  ballots  as  they  are  deposited,  and  the  false  counting 
of  them  in  malting  up  the  canvass.  Precisely  how 
these  schemes  are  managed  I  will  explain  to  you. 

Heretofore  there  has  been  a  registry  of  all  legal 
voters  in  this  city.  I  can  only  speak  of  the  past.  I 
cannot  tell  what  Tammany  will  do  hereafter,  and  now 
that  this  registry  law  has  been  repealed  we  may  be 
sure  that  matters  will  not  be  improved.  There  were 
three  registers  to  supervise  these  lists,  three  inspectors 
to  receive  the  votes,  and  three  canvassers  to  count 
them.  One  of  each  of  these  boards  was  a  Republican, 
and  could  stop  all  frauds  if  he  pleased,  but  as  the  par- 
ties to  be  defeated  were  only  those  Democrats  who 
were  opposed  to  Tammany  he  shut  his  eyes  with  reso- 
lute determination.  To  begin  with,  gangs  of  repeat- 
ers were  organized  whose  first  duty  was  to  have  their 
names  recorded  in  as  many  districts  as  possible,  usu- 
ally from  a  dozen  to  fifty ;  and  it  was  curious  with 
what  childlike  innocence  the  Republican  register 
would  receive  the  names  of  one  hundred  men  who 
assumed  to  reside  at  the  private  dwelling  of  some 
leading  Tammany  "Ward  politician,  and  who  pretended 
to  camp  out  on  some  vacant  lot.     The  repeaters  are 
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etiroUcd,  and  I  have  had  lists  of  them  offered  to  me 
for  sale  at  so  much  a  vote  when  Tammany  did  not 
need  them. 

On  election  day  these  men  went  to  the  polls  in 
gangs,  with  their  captains,  and  marched  from  district 
to  district  like  companies  of  soldiers.  If  one  of  them 
was  challenged,  the  result  depended  upon  the  locality ; 
in  a  disreputable  neighhorhood,  the  challenger  was 
knocked  into  the  gutter,  and  probably  locked  up  by 
the  police  for  disturbing  the  polls.  In  a  district  where 
this  would  not  answer,  the  accused  was  taken  before 
the  police  magistrate,  who  sat  all  day  to  hear  just  such 
cases,  and  who  let  him  out  at  once  on  hail,  the  neces- 
sary bail  being  also  on  hand  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
repeater  was  usually  back  at  the  polls,  and  hard  at 
work,  before  the  challenger,  and  no  one  ever  heard 
of  such  a  case  being  brought  to  trial  afterward. 

In  another  way  were  these  repeaters  used.  Many 
people,  especially  wealthy  Eepublicans,  do  not  vote. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  vote  ;  this  is  one  of  the 
obligations  he  assumes  in  demanding  liberty,  and, 
rather  than  have  the  duty  neglected,  Tammany  sees 
that  it  is  performed.  Toward  the  latter  part  of  the 
day  it  will  be  fonud  that  certain  persons  who  are  reg- 
istered have  not  voted,  and  it  then  belongs  to  the  poll- 
ing officers  to  copy  such  names  on  slips  and  pass 
them  to  the  proper  parties  outside;  and  it  would  hor- 
rify if  not  amuse  some  of  our  wealthy  millionnaires  to 
see  what  ragged-clothed,  bloated-faced,  and  disreputa- 
ble individuals  represented  them  at  the  polls,  and  per- 
formed  for    them  a  public    duty   which   they  had 
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neglected.  This  is  repeating.  I  have  given  you  but 
a  hurried  sketch  of  it;  the  votes  polled  by  it  count  up 
by  tens  of  thousands.  But  successful  as  it  was,  it  had 
its  defects.  The  repeaters  began  to  imagine  they  were 
the  masters;  they  thought  they  held  the  power 
because  they  were  the  instruments  of  power.  To  use 
a  political  slang  term,  they  undertook  to  set  up  shop 
for  themselves.  Still  repeating,  when  kept  iu  its 
place,  is  not  disapproved  by  our  Ring  rulers. 

The  manipulation  of  the  ballots — "Ringing"  the 
ballots,  as  it  is  appropriately  called — is  a  very  beauti- 
ful opE'ration,  and  is  said  by  those  who  have  tried  it  to 
be  perfect.  It  is  now  the  favorite  plan ;  it  is  simple, 
inexpensive  and  effective.  When  one  of  you  good, 
innocent  Republicans,  we  will  suppose,  is  going  to  the 
polls  to  vote  the  wrong  ticket  or  support  the  wrong 
roan,  as  you  are  so  fond  of  doing,  your  unwise  inten- 
tions are  quietly  frustrated.  The  inspector  holds  in 
his  hand  the  ballot  you  ought  to  deposit,  and  when  he 
receives  yours,  quietly  substitutes  one  for  the  other, 
and  drops  yours  on  the  floor  before  he  puts  his  in  the 
box.  This  is  a  simple  slight-of-hand  trick,  easily 
learned  and  readily  applied.  If,  however,  you  are 
suspicious,  and  watch  the  official,  if  the  latter  is  awk- 
ward and  inexperienced,  a  man  near  by  pushes  against 
you  or  the  policeman  seizes  you  and  accuses  you  of 
having  voted  before.  Of  course  ample  apologies  are 
immediately  tendered  for  the  rudeness,  the  inspectors 
are  indignant  that  so  respectable  a  gentleman  should 
be  insulted,  they  abuse  the  rough  or  the  policeman, 
you  are  shown  out  with  great  res;jcct  ;  but  your  bal- 
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lot  went  down  on  the  floor  and  the  substitute  got  into 
the  box.  Kepeating  is  expensive,  false  counting  is 
troublesome,  our  Tammany  men  are  not  experts  at 
arithmetic,  and  figures  are  often  troublesome,  as  our 
amiable  Controller  will  admit  at  this  moment ;  but 
"  Ringing  "  ballots  is  a  complete  success.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  buy  a  Republican  inspector,  and  a  small 
place  or  a  few  hundred  dollars  \vill  usually  do  that. 

The  third  plan  is  false  counting.  This  is  done  gener- 
ally by  transferring  the  figures  bodily.  For  instance, 
if  Jones,  the  Tammany  candidate,  gets  one  hundred 
votes,  and  Smith,  the  opposition  candidate,  receives 
two  hundred,  the  two  hundred  of  Smith  are  trans- 
ferred to  Jones,  who  gives  his  one  hundred  to  Smith. 
This  is  an  exquisitely  simple  process,  but  in  practice 
it  is  said  to  work  badly,  and  great  complaint  is  made 
of  it  by  those  who  have  tried  it.  In  the  first  place, 
the  candidates  are  often  too  nearly  equal  to  give  Tam- 
many its  just  preponderance  or  to  overcome  some  per- 
sistent opposition  in  a  district  where  this  plan  cannot 
be  worked,  for  it  is  found  utterly  impracticable  in 
some  districts.  Its  defects  can  sometimes  be  cured  by 
a  false  count.  That  is  to  say,  the  votes  are  counted 
by  tens,  one  canvasser  taking  them  up  and  counting 
ten,  when  he  calls  "  tally,"  and  slips  a  piece  of  elastic 
around  the  bundle.  Of  course  he  has  only  to  take 
five  votes  instead  of  ten,  and  call  "  tally,"  to  augment 
greatly  the  chances  of  his  favorite.  In  one  instance 
this  was  done  so  enthusiastically  that  the  Tammany 
candidate  had  received  fifty  "  tallies,"  or  five  hundred 
votes,  and  had  a  large  quantity  yet  uncounted,  when 
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the  poll-clerk  felt  it  advisable  to  inform  the  canvassers 
that  there  were  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  names  on 
the  registry. 

Between  these  three  schemes  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York  has  been  utterly  stifled  up  till  last 
Fall,  when,  by  the  "cruel  and  tyrannical  interference 
of  the  United  States  Government,  under  the  vile 
bayonet  election  law,"  we  got  a  fair  vote.  The  wrong 
was  not  so  much  due  to  Republicans,  for  the  inspec- 
tors saw  that  comparative  justice  was  secured  to  their 
party  on  general  issues,  but  was  allowed  full  scope 
against  opposition  Democrats — Democrats  who  be- 
lieved in  a  pure  government,  and  were  opposed  to 
Tammany  Hall,  Thus  it  is  that  Democrats  have  to 
bear  the  entire  odium  of  the  misrule  of  our  city,  while 
we  Democrats  stiil  believe  our  party  to  be  the  honest 
one. 

This  odium  we  cannot  endure.  I  speak  as  a  Demo- 
crat to  Democrats.  If  we  ■  would  see  a  chance  of 
carrying  the  next  Presidential  election,  of  taking  the 
nation  from  the  hands  of  those  who,  in  our  opin- 
ion, are  unfit  to  have  control  of  it,  or  restoring  to 
general  acceptation  the  principles  we  have  at  heart, 
we  must  vindicate  our  party;  we  must  remove  the 
load  of  disgrace  brought  on  us  by  official  corruptions 
in  this  city.  Here  we  are  in  control.  We  have  un- 
disturbed possession  of  all  branches  of  the  municipal 
government,  and  an  immense  majority  of  the  voters. 
For  all  frauds,  peculations,  venality,  and  iniquity  in 
the  municipal  government  we  are  responsible,  and  no 
party  with  such  a  record  will  ever  be  given  the  pas- 
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session  of  the  National  Administration.  We  must 
crush  Tammany  or  Tammany's  dishonesty  will  crush 
us.  Lai-ge  portions  of  the  money  stolen  from  out: 
treasury  were  used  to  bribe  Republicans  ;  notoriously 
the  very  charter  under  which  we  live  was  carried  by 
the  purchase  of  a  Republican.  Municipal  offices  and 
the  spoil  of  our  citizens  have  been  divided  between 
both  parties.  But  none  of  this  excuses  us.  We  are 
in  power ;  we  can  correct  the  abuses ;  if  we  do  not,  we 
ought  to  suffer,  and  we  vrill.  If  Republicans  are 
guilty,  we  are  not  blameless.  Already  we  are  threat- 
ened with  the  loss  of  the  German.  That  economical 
people  will  not  submit  to  have  their  houses  mortgaged 
by  the  issue  of  municipal  bonds  in  order  to  give  to 
corrupt  men  wealth  and  luxury.  From  all  sections  of 
the  country  come  complaints  from  the  Democrats  that 
they  have  to  defend  the  iniquities  of  Tammany  Hall, 
and  that  they  are  beaten  by  the  bad  record  of  our 
city  rulers.  If  Democracy  would  survive,  it  must  put 
down  with  a  strong  hand  these  abuses.  We  can  still 
do  so.  The  people  are  not  so  entirely  helpless  as  our 
masters  would  have  us  believe.  They  cannot  defy  an 
outraged  and  indignant  community  with  the  impunity 
they  hope.  The  power  is  still  with  us  if  we  are  wil- 
ling and  determined  to  exert  it.  In  times  of  great 
excitement  the  usual  barriers  are  swept  away,  and  the 
people  rush  along  in  a  mighty  current  which  carries 
all  before  it.  Those  who  would  resist  it  are  over- 
whelmed and  perish,  but  the  corrupt  always  cower  be- 
fore it  and  are  most  earnest  to  conciliate  it.  So  will 
it  be  here.     Canvassers,  inspectors,  and  registers,  be 
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they  Democrats  or  Republicans,  are  as  {oml  of  their 
lives  as  though  they  were  honest  men ;  anel  no  one  ap- 
preciates the  danger  of  irritating  the  people  more  than 
they.  An  aroused  and  outraged  puhlic  is  not  patient, 
and  Judge  Ledwith  laid  down  good  law  when  he  told 
his  friends  that  if  they  saw  an  inspector  tamper  with 
their  bailots  they  could  shoot  him  on  the  spot.  The 
man  who  cheats  a  nation  out  of  its  hirthright  has  com- 
mitted the  highest  of  crimes,  and  deserves  no  mercy. 
We  are  living  under  a  wrong  system.  To  allow  a 
Mayor,  elected  for  two  years,  to  appoint  all  other 
municipal  officials  for  five  years  may  be  Tammany 
Democracy,  but  it  is  not  ours.  That  system  must  be 
changed ;  a  proper  mode  of  selecting  polling  officers 
must  be  established ;  every  protection  must  be  given  to 
the  ballot,  and,  incidentally,  to  these  reforms  ;  the  Ring 
which  has  secured  control  of  Tammany  Hall  must  be 
put  down,  and  then  not  only  will  our  city's  fame  be  re- 
deemed, our  taxes  lightened,  our  business  affairs  Im- 
proved, our  commerce  increased,  and  our  metropolis 
made  what  it  should  be,  the  grandest  city  in  the 
world ;  but  Democracy  and  Republican  institutions 
will  be  relieved  from  the  discredit  which  has  been 
brought  upon  them. 


Speech  of  Jitd^e  Pierponf, 

In  this  vast  concourse  of  my  fellow  citizens,  is  there 
any  one  here  who  does  not  wish  an  honest  Govern- 
ment? Is  any  one  here  who  believes  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  City  is  honest  ]     The  public  journals 
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Upon  which  we  are  accustomed  to  rely  tell  us  that  the 
City  is  in  the  hands  of  knaves ;  and  they  charge 
specific  facts  as  proof  of  the  assertion.  They  tell  us 
that  a  few  men,  whom  you  have  intrusted  with  the 
sacred  functions  of  official  power,  are  robbing  you  ; 
that  these  men,  from  recent  penury,  have  become 
enormously  rich,  living  in  princely  splendor  and 
wanton  luxury.  Are  these  things  false  ■?  Then  why 
do  the  fearful  statements  go  unchallenged  and  un- 
punished ^  Show  us  the  accounts  which  are  unlaw- 
fully concealed — they  will  refute  these  charges  if  false. 
Produce  the  accounts,  you  who  are  charged  with  the 
grossest  frauds.  The  law  requires  them  to  he  pub- 
lished. Why  have  you  concealed  them  so  long? 
Why  do  you  conceal  them  now  t  "Why  do  you  not 
deny  the  specific  charges  of  the  specific  hills,  and  pro- 
duce the  accounts  to  prove  the  charges  false  I  Are 
these  things  true  1  Then  who  so  very  a  coward  that 
he  dare  not  speak  his  honest  mind  on  the  side  of 
right]  How  happens  it  that  these  official  men  have 
grown  so  vastly  rich  1  By  what  magic  'power  were 
their  sudden  millions  made  ?  Not  out  of  their  sala- 
ries sure !  It  is  given  out,  through  simple,  dupes,  that 
these  vast  fortunes  came  of  "  investments  in  real  es- 
tate!" This  is  all  a  cheat;  the  records  have  been 
searched,  and  they  prove  that  your  rulers  have  not 
realized  any  considerable  sums  by  the  sale  of  real  es- 
tate. That  pretext  is  as  false  as  the  fraudulent  bills 
they  paid.  On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1869,  the  debt 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  was  $^34,407,- 
047.91.      Between  that  date  and  July  3Ist,  1871,  the 
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treasury  received  from  taxes  and  other  sources  $*2,- 
457,11*2.11.  Enough,  you  will  say,  to  have  carried 
on  the  Government  honestly,  and  to  have  paid  off  tlie 
debt.  But  the  Controller  reports  the  astounding  fact 
that  on  the  31st  of  July  last  the  debt  was  $100,955,- 
383.33.  Thus  by  an  increase  of  $66,548,335.42  in 
the  debt,  and  from  $72,457,112.11  of  the  revenue, 
your  rulers  have  paid  out  $139,005,447.53  in  two 
years  and  seven  months  !  So  much  is  known  ;  when 
the  unknown  is  explored,  we  shall  see  what  it  will  re- 
veal. What  has  been  done  with  this  money  1  Why 
have  the  city  officers  concealed  the  accounts  of  these 
years,  in  direct  violation  of  law  and  of  former  usages 
We  begin  to  see  why.  Certain  fraudulent  bills  getting 
before  the  public,  have  made  us  cease  to  wonder  why 
the  accounts  have  been  unlawfully  suppressed. 

The  chaises  are  public,  specific,  long-made,  reite- 
rated, and  not  denied,  and  all  can  see  that  the  city  is 
plundered,  and  that  the  toil,  and  labor,  and  self-denial, 
and  industry  of  the  people  avail  them  not,  because 
they  are  deprived  of  their  honest  gains,  which  go  to 
enrich  a  few.  Men  laughed  a  hollow  laugh,  and  smiled 
a  false  smile,  and  shrugged  their  coward  shoulders  for 
a  time  as  these  things  were  told.  They  have  ceased 
to  smile,  and  begin  to  look  sober.  They  ask,  "  Where 
is  this  to  end  1  Will  it  not  bring  riot,  anarchy,  blood- 
shed, and  loss  of  property  V  Yes,  aU  this ;  and  the 
day  is  not  very  distant.  The  American  people  are  pa- 
tient, law-abiding ;  they  love  peace,  and  industry,  and 
thrift.  But  they  have  a  deep  sense  of  justice,  with  a 
strong  love  of  property,  and  they  will  fight  for  their 
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rights ;  and  when  they  once  begin  they  do  that  kind 
of  work  so  thorouglily  that  war  for  the  same  object 
never  comes  but  once.  People  have  to  meet  occabion- 
ally  to  learn  the  "  time  of  day  ;"  and  often  surprised, 
they  find  that  the  dial  hands  on  the  great  horologae 
of  time  have  moved  onward.  They  found  in  England 
once  that  the  clock  struck  the  hour  when  old  Crom- 
well was  to  cut  off  the  head  of  a  tyrant  King,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  impious  mockery  about  "  Divine  right." 
They  did  not  expect  all  this  !  A  little  further  on,  and 
Kings  and  Queen,  and  nobles,  and  the  divinities  which 
hedged  them  about,  passed  under  the  guillotine  and 
perished  forever.  Not  long  ago  we  "  took  the  time 
o'day,"  and  found  that  the  hour  had  come  when  the 
horrid  hydra,  slavery,  was  to  die.  He  died  hard,  and 
crushed  in  his  expiring  folds  three  hundred  thousand 
of  our  youth ;  but  he  died.  He  will  never  live  again. 
The  frauds  and  corruptions  in  our  city  government 
seem  to  be  conceded,  and  we  are  insolently  asked, 
"  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  ?"  Great  wrongs 
are  always  insolent,  just  before  they  die.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  a  Massachusetts  Senator 
said  that  slavery  was  a  great  wrong,  "  Well,"  replied 
a  slave  Senator,  with  great  arrogance,  "  What  are  you 
going  to  do  about  it  ?  T  will  call  the  roll  of  my  slaves 
on  Bunker  Hill."  Not  long  after,  that  Senator  heard 
the  roll-call  of  Massachusetts  soldiery  in  the  citadel  of 
Charleston,  and  his  slaves  were  free!  What  are  we 
going  to  do  about  itt  That  is  the  question  upon 
which  I  propose  to  speak  to-night.  I  have  very  dcfi- 
nite  views  upon  that  subject,  and  I  shall  leave  it  to 
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my  fellow  citizens  to  judge  whether  the  views  are 
sound  or  not. 

Out  of  this  million  of  people  there  are  but  few  who 
participate  in,  or  who  profit  by,  these  frauds.  All  who 
do  not  share  in  the  plunder  are  injured  by  the  robbery. 
There  is  but  just  so  much  of  property  in  the  city,  and 
just  every  dollar  which  your  rulers  have  wrongfully 
taken  you  have  unjustly  lost.  Every  laborer  must  have 
some  roof  for  his  family.  If  the  house  is  taxed  $200 
when  it  ought  to  pay  but  $100,  this  extra  $100  is  first 
paid  as  rent  to  the  landlord,  who  is  obliged  to  pay  it 
over  to  the  fraudulent  tax  fund,  and  thus  the  poor  man 
is  robbed  to  enrich  those  who  are  his  rulers.  Or  the 
laborer  owns  a  little  farm  charged  with  a  tax  of  $200, 
which  ought  to  be  but  $100.  He  is  defrauded  of  his 
$100  all  the  same.  It  makes  not  the  least  difference 
whether  it  is  paid  in  rent  or  in  tax,  it  comes  from  the 
laborer's  toil  and  goes  to  the  same  foul  pool.  You 
cannot  escape  by  hiring,  for  the  rent  must,  in  great 
measure,  be  governed  by  the  tax. 

Invest  $10,000  in  a  house,  the  annual  interest  is 
$700,  the  insurance  and  repairs  $150,  requiring  a  rent 
of  $850  to  save  the  owner  whole.  Now,  whatever 
tax  is  added  must  come  from  the  tenant,  or  no  man 
will  build  a  house  to  let.  It  is  the  occupier  of  the 
house  who  suffers  from  the  fraudulent  tax,  whether  he 
occupy  as  tenant  or  as  owner.  Tenants  of  this  great 
city — numbered  by  hundreds  of  thousands — the  land- 
lords will  gladly  abate  from  your  rent  every  dollar 
which  the  tax-gatherer  will  deduct  from  the  tax.  The 
owner  derives  no  benefit  from  the  tax  which  he  col- 
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lects  from  you  in  the  shape  of  rent.  He  is  but  the 
unmlling  agent,  compelled  by  law  to  pay  it  over  into 
the  tax  office,  where  the  larger  part  is  distributed  among 
a  very  few  of  the  public  defrauders ;  and  thus  the 
substance  of  your  business  and  your  labor  is  taken 
from  you. 

A  few  years  ago  our  complaint  was  that  no  one  was 
responsible  in  the  city  government.  We  now  know 
who  is  responsible — no  mistake  about  that.  The  power 
and  the  responsibility  are  in  the  same  hands,  and  we 
know  the  heads  which  move  the  hands. 

Not  ten  in  two  hundred  thousand  of  our  citizens 
profit  by  these  frauds — the  vast  multitude  are  fast  im- 
poverished by  them.  Have  we  no  remedy  1  Are  five 
hundred  thousand  citizens  to  be  plundered  by  a  handful 
of  dishonest  men,  who  have  no  army  at  their  hack, 
not  even  the  Governor  of  the  State,  nor  the  sentiment 
of  their  own  political  party,  to  sustain  them  'i  But  the 
qu£stion  recurs — "What  can  you  do  about  it  1"  If 
your  neighbor  takes  from  you  fifty  thousand  dollars  by 
fraud,  have  you  any  doubt  that  you  can  recover  it 
back  1  If  your  city  officers  appropriate  to  their  own 
use,  or  to  any  fraudulent  use,  the  funds  of  the  city, 
have  you  any  doubt  that  the  money  can  be  recovered 
back^  Yes,  every  dollar  of  it.  But  1  hear  loud  whis- 
pers that  the  judges  cannot  be  trusted.  I  deny  tin: 
charge.  I  have  as  good  an  opportunity  to  know  as 
most  men ;  and  I  here  pledge,  that  if  the  Governor 
will  order  suits  to  be  brought  to  recover  back  the  public 
money  which  has  been  fraudulently  appropriated,  the 
judges  of  this  district  -will  be  swift  to  air!  in  any  such 
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recovery ;  and  that,  in  any  legal  proceeding  instituted 
10  protect  the  city,  the  judges  will  do  their  duty  to  the 
uttermost,  I  speak  advisedly,  knowing  whereof  I 
speak.  Let  a  committee  of  citizens  whom  you  can 
trust  be  appointed ;  let  them  be  taken  from  each 
political  party ;  let  them  take  up  these  charges  and  if 
found  true,  let  them  wait  upon  the  Governor  and 
Attorney  General;  and  if  the  Governor  acts,  all  well; 
if  he  refuses  to  act,  report  back  his  refusal  to  the  as- 
sembled people,  and  then  take  such  measures  as  the 
emergency  may  require.  Perhaps  we  shall  then  be 
ready  for  an  argument  a  little  rude;  if  so,  we  shall 
make  the  argument.  Bo  you  suppose,  if  the  officers 
of  this  city  are  stealing  its  funds,  that  the  Governor 
cannot  find  means  to  arrest  the  theft  and  suspend  the 
fraudulent  officers  from  power  1  The  way  is  plain  if 
the  will  goes  with  it,  and  only  difficult  when  the  will 
is  wanting.  The  Governor  knew  how  to  revoke  the 
orders  of  the  city  officers  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  he 
will  be  made  to  see  what  lie  can  do  now  in  a  time  of 
great  peril  to  the  city.  But  that  is  a  small  part  of 
what  we  need  to  do. 

We  -must  looh  to  the  Legislature  for  Jielief. 

We  must  look  to  the  Legislature.  There  lies  the 
radical  and  permanent  relief,  and  to  that  I  direct  your 
chiefest  attention.  Their  power  is  ample.  Be  not 
diverted  by  doctrinaires  and  metaphysicians  who  dem- 
onstrated that  a  State  could  not  be  coerced,  that  the 
rebellion  could  not  be  put  down,  and  that  slavery  was 
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eternal;  we  have  done  with  that  kind  of  ii'^nsense. 
Ill  the  Legislature  there  is  every  necessary  power  to 
correct  the  evil.  Let  each  party  vie  with  the  other 
in  selecting  honest  men  for  the  Legislature,  who  will 
go  against  corraption.  The  next  Legislature  will  be 
against  corruption.  The  time  has  come,  dishonest 
rulers,  betrayers  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by  a 
trusting  people,  plunderers  of  a  treasury  which  you 
should  have  defended  with  your  lives ;  will  you  show 
those  accounts  1  We  shall  get  at  them.  "  The  wicked 
shall  not  always  rule."  The  time  has  come,  you  may 
be  sure  of  that.  A  new  Senate  is  also  to  be  chosen. 
It  lasts  for  two  years.  It  will  vote  upon  the  next 
United  States  Senator.  It  will  not  be  a  Senate  of 
corruption.  But  few  voters  have  profited  by  corrup- 
tion, and  the  voters  are  tired  of  being  the  slaves  of 
corrupt  masters.  Remember  that  we  elect  by  districts, 
and  not  by  general  ticket,  and  if  they  count  up  a  hun- 
dred thousand  of  fraudulent  votes  it  will  do  them  no 
good.  Corruption  is  doomed."  By  the  next  Legisla- 
ture it  will  be  destroyed. 

The  idea  has  been  thrown  out  and  circulated  in 
other  States  that  these  great  frauds  have  been  per- 
petuated for  the  purpose  of  raisin'g  a  Presidential 
fund  for  Democratic  use.  No  truth  in  this  whatever. 
The  Democratic  party  will  never  see  a  dollar  of  this 
money — it  has  already  been  divided,  and  those  who 
have  it  care  no  more  for  the  future  of  the  Democratic 
party  than  they  do  for  the  laboring  voters  whom  they 
plunder  and  deceive. 

Let  all  or  every  party  in  favor  of  good  government 
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join  to  secilre  ah  honest  Legislature,  and  then  we 
begin  the  refonh  in  earnest.  But  some  very  far- 
seeing,  doubting  citizen  says,  "  But  suppose  the  Gov- 
ernor won't  act ;  suppose  yon  don't  secure  the  Legis- 
lature ;  suppose  the  corruptionisfs  buy  up  enough  of 
the  members  to  destroy  the  anticipated  good ;  then 
what  are  you  going  to  do  t "  Well,  that  is  a  fair 
enough  question,  only  it  is  a  little  petmature.  I  would 
rather  wait  until  the  Governor  acts  or  refuses  to  act ; 
until  the  Legislature  is  lost  or  corrupted.  But  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  these  frauds  upon  the  people  are 
a  fearful  evil,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  redressed.  I 
have  pointed  out  to  you  the  peaceful  ways  to  right 
these  wrongs.  But  if  these  ways  will  not  do,  and  if, 
emboldened  by  success,  yet  new  men  come  into  the 
field  of  fraud  to  plunder  you  still  more,  as  they  surely 
will,  then  I  need  not  tell  the  other  way.  You  will 
hear  it  in  the  yells  of  an  infuriated  mob,  in  the  fire 
and  rapine  and  slaughter,  in  the  noise  of  musketry 
and  of  cannon.  Order  will  be  restored,  but  some  despot 
will  put  his  iron  heel  upon  a  people  too  sordid,  too 
corrupt,  too  craven  for  liberty ! 

These  extracts  from  the  speeches  delivered  by  some 
of  the  ablest  and  wisest  citizens  of  New  York,  clearly 
set  forth  both  the  situation  of  the  public  affairs  and 
the  means  proposed  by  the  citizens  to  overthrow  the 
corrupt  power  of  the  city  rulers.  General  John  A. 
Dix  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  wrote  as 
follows : 

"  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  attend  the  meeting  this 
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evening,  in  reference  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
city,  but  the  movement  has  my  cordial  concurrence. 
The  disclosures  which  have  been  made  show  that  the 
municipal  treasury  has  been  plundered  to  an  extent 
and  in  a  manner  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  popular 
government.  Such  a  perversion  and  cnrrupt  use  of 
powers  would,  under  a  despotic  system,  lead  to  revolu- 
tion, and  would  justify  revolution  under  any  system 
which  should  be  found  not  to  contain  within  itself  the 
means  of  redress.  It  is  a  duty  above  all  party  con- 
siderations to  probe  the  iniquity  to  the  core.  No 
intelligent  man  can  doubt,  and  no  fair  man  will  deny, 
that  millions  have  been  fraudulently  paid  out  of  the 
treasury,  and  if  individuals  belonging  to  both  the 
great  political  parties  shall  be  found  to  have  partici- 
pated in  the  frauds,  each  should  be  more  anxious  than 
the  other  to  expose  and  renounce  the  unworthy  fol- 
lowers who  have  dishonored  it.  The  wrong  to  be 
redressed  is  not  to  the  tax  payers  alone,  whose  contri- 
butions, wrung  years  ago  from  the  earnings  and  hard 
industry,  are  thus  squandered;  there  is  a  wrong  to  the 
city  as  a  corporation,  by  impairing  and  threatening  to 
destroy  its  credit.  It  is  vain  to  point  to  the  value  of 
our  parka  and  public  buildings  as  ample  security  for 
the  payment  of  our  debts,  unless  capitalists  have  fur- 
ther assurance  that  the  city  government  is  honest  and  . 
prudent.  No  man  will  lend  money  unless  he  has  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  of  the  borrower.  There  is  a 
further  and  a  deeper  wrong  to  popular  government 
which  cannot  be  upheld  for  any  length  of  time,  if  such 
frauds  can  be  perpetrated  with  impunity.     Free  insti- 
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tations  do  not  always  secure  perfect  purity  of  adminis- 
tration, but  if  they  shall  be  found  not  to  have  the 
sufficient  force  of  protecting  those  who  live  under 
them  from  plunder,  one  of  the  chief  motives  for  main- 
taining them  will  be  lost.  If,  in  this  contest  against 
venality  and  public  abuse,  any  co-operation  which  it  is 
in  my  power  to  lend  will  be  of  any  value,  it  shall  be 
freely  given,  as  a  duty  which  every  good  citizen  owes 
to  his  country  and  to  himself." 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted,  there  was  one 
which  put  into  form  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  and  pro- 
vided for  systematic  work  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
against  the  officeholders.  It  provided  that  "  an  Ex!'cu- 
tive  Committee  of  seventy  members  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  this  meeting,  whose  duty  will  be  to 
take  such  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  or  expedient 
to  carry  out  the  objects  for  which  we  are  assembled;  to 
demand  a  full  exhibition  of  all  the  accounts  of  the 
city  and  county,  and  an  explicit  statement  of  all  the 
persons  to  whom  and  the  pretences  upon  which  the 
large  payments  of  the  past  two  years  and  a  half  have 
been  made;  to  enforce  any  remedies  which  now  exist 
to  obtain  this  information  if  it  is  refused,  and  to  re- 
cover whatever  sums  of  money  have  been  fraudulently 
or  feloniously  abstracted;  and  also  to  press  upon  the 
Legislature  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  such  mea- 
sures of  legislation  and  action  as  may  be  necessary  or 
proper  to  enforce  the  existing  laws,  and  to  supply  their 
defects,  and  to  remove  the  causes  of  the  present 
abuses,  and  finally,  to  assist,  sustain  and  direct  a 
united  effort   by  the  citizens  of  New  York,  witho-it 
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reference  to  party,  to  obtain  a  good  government  and 
honest  oflScers  to  administer  it.  And  the  said  committee 
are  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  all  citizens  inter- 
ested in  good  government  to  contribute  such  funds  as 
may  be  needed  to  execute  the  powers  intrusted  to 
them,  and  also  to  fill  vacancies  and  add  to  their  num- 
ber." 

This  committee,  which"  was  known  as  the  "  Com- 
mittee of  Seventy,"  met,  organized  and  determined  on 
a  plan  of  action.  Meanwhile  a  citizen  petitioned  the 
court,  and  obtained  an  injunction  against  Tweed, 
Hall,  Connolly  and  Sweeney,  restraining  them  from 
using  the  public  money  and  from  the  payment  of  all 
bills  except  wages  to  the  laboring  men  employed  on 
the  public  works. 

As  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Seventy  had  fuUy 
matured  a  line  of  policy,  suits  were  instituted  against 
all  the  "  Tammany  chiefs  in  office."  Warrants  were 
issued  for  the  arrest  of  the  four  members  of  the  "great 
quartette."  Hall  and  Sweeney  gave  bonds  promptly 
and  were  released  on  bail  Tweed  skulked  about  the 
city,  from  one  hiding  place  to  another  to  avoid  arrest ; 
after  weeks  of  misery,  fear  and  exile  he  finally  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  sheriff,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  giving  the  required  bonds  for  his  appearance. 
Poor  Connolly,  "  Shppery  Bick,"  was  lodged  in  jail 
!ind  held  there  several  weeks,  when  his  friends  also 
succeeded  in  procuring  his  release. 

The  "  grand  inquest  for  the  county  of  New  York 
found  true  bills "  against  all  of  the  accused  office- 
holders and  returned  them  to  be  tried  before  juries  of 
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the  citizens  they  have  so  greatly  outraged  and 
voraciously  robbed.  They  were  forced  to  resign  their 
offices,  and  successors  were  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Seventy,  Thus  Tammany  was  completely 
and  utterly  overthrown.  The  question  only  a  few 
months  previously  so  insultingly  propounded  by 
"  Boss  "  Tweed,  "  What  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it?"  was  triumphantly  answered  by  the  people. 

As  soon  as  this  work  had  been  accomplished,  the 
committee  next  gave  its  attention  to  the  corrupt  judi- 
ciary; the  basest,  vilest,  most  abominable  of  all  Tam- 
many tools.  The  "New  York  Bench,"  from  the 
Supreme  Court  down  to  the  office  of  Police  Magis- 
trate, had  fallen  so  completely  under  the  control  of 
Tammany  and  Erie,  that  all  applications  for  relief 
or  protection  from  the  wrong  inflicted  or  sought  to  be 
inflicted  by  the  members,  associates  or  servants  of 
these  rings  were  invariably  refused.  It  was  the  sheer- 
est folly  in  any  one  to  appeal  to  the  courts  for  protec- 
tion or  relief  when  the  wrong  was  perpetrated  by  the 
minions  of  Tweed  or  Fisk.  They  owned  the  courts, 
and  the  judges  dare  not  do  aught  against  their  mas- 
ters. When  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  court  of  last 
resort — the  high  court  of  the  people — all  the  cases  were 
reviewed.  The  thieves,  robbers,  plunderers  and  mur- 
derers were  brought  to  punishment,  and  the  corrupt 
"  bench  "  was  overthrown. 

The  citizens  of  New  York  have  fully  demonstrated 
the  practicability  of  a  republican  government  for  great 
cities.  Crime  may  more  readily  find  shelter  in 
densely  populated  communities  and  corruption  spread 
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more  rapidly  in  great  cities.  The  plunder  of  tax 
payers  is  more  easily  accomplished  in  large  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  centres;  official  intrigue  and 
robbery  finds  greater  facilities  in  the  midst  of  a  city 
comprising  a  great  floating  population,  made  up  of 
accessions  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  But  in  these 
large  cities  there  are  also  a  preponderance  of  stirring, 
active,  honest,  successful  men,  intensely  absorbed  in 
business  affairs.  They  meet  each  other  "  on  change," 
in  the  street,  in  the  great  mercantile,  manufacturing 
and  financial  operations ;  they  know  and  trust  each 
other  in  matters  that  involve  vast  sums  of  money 
daily.  Now,  let  these  men  be  aroused  to  a  sense  of 
common  danger;  show  them  a  public  enemy,  domestic 
or  foreign,  and  instantly  they  stand  together,  give 
battle,  wage  war,  exterminate  the  foe.  The  work  is 
short,  sharp  and  decisive.  Business  men  of  great 
cities  do  not  trifie  ;  they  meet,  deliberate  and  act. 
Their  power  is  irresistible  wherever  it  asserts  itsel£ 
It  was  this  class  in  New  York  that  has  settled  the 
question  for  all  time,  that  a  Republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  applicable  to  the  population  of  one  of  the 
largest  cities. 

The  danger  is  that  men  become  so  deeply  ab- 
sorbed in  their  private  afi"airs,  that  they  wholly 
neglect  their  pubhc  duties.  Politics  is  turned  over 
to  those  who  make  it  a  profession,  and  who  live  and 
grow  rich  by  office  holding.  It  is  only  when  the  rob- 
bery of  their  rulers  becomes  so  glaring,  and  the  suras  of 
money  stolen  so  enormous,  as  to  excite  very  general 
alarm,  that  the  real  dignity  and  power  of  citizenship 
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asserts  itself,  and  demands  from  the  public  servants  an 
account  of  their  stewardship.  "  Short  settlements  make 
long  friends,"  is  a  maxim  as  true  in  politics  as  in  trade. 
A  more  general  adherence  to  it  will  save  millions  of 
revenues  annually  to  Nation,  State  and  municipality ; 
for  it  is  not  the  money  required  to  defray  the  legiti- 
mate expenses  of  any  government,  that  imposes  high 
taxes,  but  the  systematic,  organized  robbery  of  the 
public  treasury  by  oiliceholders,  that  consumes  the 
earnings  of  the  poor  and  lays  burdens  upon  the  rich. 
Xhe  lesson  of  the  Tammany  frauds  is  one  that  may  be 
studied  with  profit  by  the  people  in  every  community 
in  the  United  States,  Tax  payers  take  courage ! 
Officeholders  take  warning ! 
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fisk's  associates. 

Daniel  Drew,  the  Leader  of  the  Bear  CHqne— The  magnale  of  ErI*— 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  the  leadur  of  the  Bull  Clique— Thu  king  of 
rsilrond  managers  and  manipulator  general — Jny  Gould,  "Fisk's 
bosom  friend  "  and  business  partner— President  of  Erie — William 
M.  Tweed— "BosB"  of  the  Tammany  Ring— The  most  pomerflil 
leader  among  the  rotibers  who  plundered  the  tax  paxers — Peter 
B.  Swetney,  the  Brain  of  THmmany— Mayor  Hall— Richard  B. 
Connolly,  Comptroller  of  Finance. 

If  an  attempt  were  made  to  judge  Fisk  by  the  com- 
pany he  kept,  he  would  appear  even  a  greater  enigma 
than  when  judged  by  his  public  acts.  It  hb.a  already 
been  recorded,  that  in  Vermont  he  bore  a  good  name 
as  a  boy,  a  man  and  a  merchant.  In  Boston  he  was  a 
conspicuous  man  in  that  "  middle  class,"  which  in- 
incliides  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  what  is  called 
good  in  society.  He  was  an  active,  thriving,  rising 
young  merchant — was  so  recognized  and  classified. 
The  single  circumstance  of  his  admission  to  a  partner- 
ship, after  due  trial,  into  one  of  the  most  respectable 
business  houses  in  New  England,  is  in  itself  evidence 
of  good  standing. 

His  first  venture  in  New  York  was  a  failure.  It  is 
not  worth  while,  therefore,  to  notice  it.  Upon  his 
return  to  that  city,  the  reader  will  recollect,  he  carried 
with  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  metropoUs — leading  as  a  banker — as  a 
(266) 
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steamboat  proprietor — as  a  railroad  manager — as  a 
stockbroker — as  aMethodist.  Daniel  Drew  was  pleased 
with  Fisk,  and  gave  him  opportunities  which  were 
employed  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  He  set  Fisk 
up  in  the  brokering  business,  and  took  him  into  his 
confidence,  and  finally  put  him  into  the  "  Erie  Board." 
Of  course  no  one  will  accuse  Mr.  Drew  of  having  led 
Mr.  Fiak  into  temptation,  nor  attempt  to  hold  him 
responsible  for  Fisk's  acts.  It  is  true,  however,  that 
the  heavy  operations  in  Erie  stock,  the  flight  to  New 
Jersey,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  increase  to  the 
Erie  stock  and  debt,  and  also  the  "  Currency  Corner," 
were  perpetrated  by  the  joint  eiForts  of  Drew  and  Fisk. 

The  association  between  Fisk  and  Vanderbilt  was 
not  so  long  continued,  nor  so  intimate ;  it  w^  rather 
a  dealing  with  each  other,  standing  face  to  face;  in 
Drew's  case  it  was  side  by  side, 

Fisk  and  Gould  met  in  the  Erie  Board,  of  which 
both  were  chosen  members  at  the  same  time.  They 
were  peers — warmly  attached  to  each  other — partners 
in  business,  standing  firmly  together  to  the  end. 

When  Drew  retired  from  the  Erie  management, 
Fisk,  with  his  partner,  Gould,  fell  into  the  jaws  of 
Tammany,  He  became  an  associate  plunderer  with 
Tweed,  Sweeney,  Hall  and  Connolly,  names  that  have 
become  notorious  thronghoiit  the  civilized  world,  and 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Biographies  of  these  men 
are  given,  in  order  to  more  fuliy  illustrate  the  busi- 
ness associations  of  Fisk.  The  social  relations,  recrea- 
tions and  episodes  in  his  life  are  treated  of  in  other 
chapters. 
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Daniel  Drew. 


Daniel  Drew  was  born  in  Carmel,  Putnam  county 
New  York,  in  July,  1797.  His  father,  who  was  a 
email  farmer,  died  when  his  son  was  fifteen  years  old. 
Daniel  had  received  such  education  as  a  country 
school  in  those  days  could  afford  to  a  lad  of  his  age. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  worked  the  farm 
for  his  mother  three  years,  and  then,  in  1815,  went 
to  New  York  City  in  search  of  more  lucrative  em- 
ployment. As  is  the  case  with  thousands  of  young 
men  going  from  country  to  city,  seeking  an  easy  liveli- 
hood, this  young  man  met  with  disappointment.  He 
finally  returned  to  the  country  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  buying  cattle  and  driving  them  to  the  city. 
He  gave  five  years  to  this  work,  without  realizing  satis- 
lactory  profits.  In  1820,  he  settled  permanently  in 
New  York,  and  became  the  proprietor  and  keeper  of 
the  Bull's  Head  tavern  in  the  Bowery.  This  house 
was  at  that  time  the  chief  resort  of  drovers  and  but^ 
chers,  and  proved  to  be  a  source  of  considerable  pro- 
fit to  its  proprietor.  Drew  fiarmed  a  copartnership  in 
the  "droving"  business  for  the  purpose  of  buying  cat- 
tle in  the  southeastern  counties  of  New  York,  and 
driving  them  to  market  in  the  city.  The  business 
being  profitable,  extended  rapidly  and  soon  spread 
into  adjoining  States,  and  finally  reached  the  fer  West. 
Drew  and  his  associates  were  the  first  to  drive  cattle 
fiom  the  country  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  to 
New  York.  The  first  attempt  was  made  with  a  lot  of 
two  thousand  head,  divided  into  small  droves  of  about 
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one  hundred  each.  The  trip  from  Ohio  to  New  York 
occupied  nearly  sixty  days,  and  proved  to  be  a  very 
profitable  venture.  Daring  the  fourteen  years  that 
Drew  gave  to  this  business,  he  accumulated  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the 
immense  fortune  he  has  since  amassed. 

In  1834,  about  the  time  Drew  was  preparing  to  re- 
tire from  the  cattle-driving  firm,  a  circumstance  occur- 
red that  wholly  changed  the  course  of  his  life.  He  was 
by  public  accident  placed  in  a  position  to  be  assailed 
by  a  young,  vigorous,  rising  man.  Opposition  called 
into  requisition  the  powers  of  the  man,  and  he  proved 
himself  a  worthy  foe.  The  steamer  "  General  Jack- 
son,"  owned  by  Jacob  Vanderbilt,  a  brother  of  Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt,  and  running  on  the  Hudson  river, 
was  blown  up.  Drew  was  induced  by  one  of  his  friends 
to  invest  a  thousand  dollars  in  the  "Water  Witch,"  a , 
boat  put  in  the  trade  to  take  the  place  of  the  "General 
Jackson."  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  controlled  the  river 
business,  and  he  was  unwilling  that  an  opposition  line 
should  be  encouraged,  he,  therefore,  resolved  to  drive 
the  "  Water  Witch  "  out  of  the  trade.  He  put  on  a 
new  steamer,  the  "  Cinderella,"  and  reduced  the  freight 
and  passage  between  New  York  and  Albany  to  a  price 
below  what  was  necessary  to  defray  expenses.  The 
■'  Water  Witch  "  sank  about  ten  thousand  dollars  in 
the  first  season,  and  was  then  sold  to  Drew,  Kelley  & 
Kichards.  Vanderbilt  warned  Drew  not  tr  invest  in 
Hudson  river  boats.  The  warning  was  unheeded. 
Drew  naturally  concluded  that,  if  the  river  trade  was 
80  profitable  as  to  induce  Vanderbilt  to  fight  so  vigor- 
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ously  for  a  monopoly,  it  would  pay  to  look  after.  He, 
therefore,  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  divide  it 
with  his  rival. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  an  opposition  that  will 
be  terminated  only  by  the  death  of  one  of  these  re- 
markable men,  both  of  whom  have  lived  eventful  livesj 
and  have  now  arrived  at  ripe  old  ages.  Drew  and 
Vanderbilt  were  brought  face  to  face,  and  have  stood 
so,  with  numerous  shifting  of  scenes,  during  more  than 
a  third  of  a  century.  They  stood  opposed  to  each  othet 
in  the  steamboat  trade,  they  have  been  rivals  in  rail- 
road management,  and  in  the  fiercest  battles  of  Wall 
street,  where  the  opposing  cliques  fought  valiantly 
and  desperately  over  stocks,  gold  and  currency.  The 
army  of  "  bears "  was  led  by  Drew,  and  the  army  of 
"bulls"  was  commanded  by  Vanderbilt.  In  these  en- 
counters, millions  of  dollars  frequently  changed  owners 
in  an  hour.  Other  men  were  made  bankrupt  and  dis- 
appeared, some  lost  heavily  and  dragged  out  a  pre- 
carious living  through  an  unceasing  struggle  against 
poverty  and  want,  but  the  heroes  of  all  these  battles, 
Drew  and  Vanderbilt,  have  ever  met  with  unyielding 
power  the  most  withering  blasts  of  every  storm. 

Drew  and  his  associates  placed  a  new  steamer  on  the 
Hudson  in  1836.  Other  boats  were  added  to  the  new 
Hue,  some  making  day  trips  and  some  night  trips,  so 
as  to  accommodate  the  public  to  the  fullest  extent  In 
1840,  Drew  formed  a  partnership  with  Isaac  Newton, 
then  a  successful  boatman  on  the  Hudson ;  the  new  firm 
placed  on  the  river  tiie  celebrated  "People's  Line." 
A  new  era  was  inaugurated  in  steamboating ;    new 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


fisk's  associates.  273 

vessels  were  constructed,  larger  and  more  elegantly 
finrehed  and  more  comfortably  furnished  than  those  in 
use  prior  to  that  time.  Among  the  boats  placed  on 
the  river  by  this  .company,  the  "  Isaac  Newton,"  the 
"  New  World,"  the  "St.  John,"  the  "Dean  Richmond," 
and  the  "  Drew,"  are  cited  as  examples  of  the  most 
magnificent  achievements  in  steamboat  architecture. 
The  affairs  of  this  company  have  been  conducted  with 
such  skill  that  the  profits  have  annually  increased,  and 
during  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  it  has  held  an 
unimpaired  control  of  the  trade.'  Numerous  powerful 
and  persistent  efforts  have  been  made  to  break  the 
power  of  this  "  line,"  but  all  have  been  unsuccessful. 

In  1847  Drew  and  George  Law  established  a  line 
of  steamers  on  Long  Island  Sound,  running  between 
New  York  and  Stonington.  This  was  to  form  part  of 
a  "  through  line "  to  Boston,  in  connection  with  the 
Stonington  and  Boston  Railroad,  which  was  controlled 
by  Drew  and  Vanderbilt,  for  though  these  great  rivals 
generally  were  face  to  face,  they  firequently  in  "  out- 
side operations  "  were  associated. 

But  now  a  new  event  approached — the  Harlem  Rail- 
road was  drawing  to  completion ;  it  was  to  be  opened 
for  travel  and  freight  in  1852.  After  that,  of  course, 
"Drew's  steamboats  would  be  laid  up,"  "The  rail- 
road  would  do  all  the  business  between  Albany  and 
New  York,  and  steamboats  would  no  longer  be  patro- 
nized by  through  passengers  and  freight."  Thus  said 
the  enemies  of  Drew ;  his  friends  even  were  not  with- 
out fears  for  the  future  success  of  his  business.  Drew 
saw  farther  and  knew  more.     Transportation  by  water 
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must  ever  be  cheaper  than  transportation  by  rail. 
Everybody  and  everybody's  things  are  not  in  so  much 
haste  as  to  be  willing  to  pay  twice  as  much  to  get  into 
New  York  at  midnight,  as  they  would  to  be  delivered 
there  at  daylight  next  morning.  Moreover,  Drew  fore- 
saw that  the  development  of  the  great  West  and  the 
North  would  increase  the  business  to  such  an  extent 
that  there  would  be  enough  to  give  active  and  profita- 
ble employment  to  both  railroad  and  boats.  Advanc- 
ing years  have  justified  this  opinion.  Two  railroads 
and  many  more  steamboats  are  now  pressed  with  busi- 
ness that  is  annually  increasing.  Drew  continued  his 
interests  in  steamboats,  and  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  all  ventures  in  that  direction. 

At  about  the  same  time  that  he  entered  into  the 
steamboat  business,  he  contributed  to  establish  the 
banking  house  of  Drew,  Kobinson  &  Co.  in  Wall  street. 
This  has  been  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  reputa- 
ftble  houses  in  the  city.  Through  his  banking  opera- 
tions. Drew  was  drawn  into  dealing  in  railroad  stock 
and  from  that  easily  glided  into  railroad  business  in 
all  its  departments.  From  1855  to  1857  he  endorsed 
bonds  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  to  the  value  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  a  performance  that  took 
New  York  financial  circles  utterly  by  surprise.  This 
was  a  demonstration  of  financial  power  that  at  once 
placed  Drew  in  the  very  front  ranks  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  New  York.  The  boldness  of  the  risk  w^  unprece- 
dented. The  year  IHST  was  a  very  depressing  one, 
and  carried  disaster  into  many  coi"porations.  The 
venture,  however,  proved  to  be  a  profitable  one.     In 
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that  year  Drew  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
way Company,  and  soon  thereafter  was  chosen  treas- 
urer of  that  company.  He  was  one  of  the  principal 
managers  and  stockholders.  His  position  gave  him 
facilities  for  dealing  in  Erie  stocks  that  he  was  not 
slow  to  improve.  In  Wall  street  he  was  the  leader  of 
the  "  bear  clique,"  and  having  the  power  to  issue  Erie 
certificates  almost  without  limit,  he  was  always  able 
to  "  carry  his  point "  against  all  combinations  that 
could  be  organized  against  him. 

He  has  of  late  years  withdrawn  from  active  partici- 
pation in  railroad  management,  and  now  gives  his  at- 
tention to  the  business  of  his  banking  house. 

He  owns  a  magnificent  estate  in  Putman  county 
of  over  a  thousand  acres,  including  the  old  family 
homestead.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  managed  and 
most  profitable  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Drew  is  an  active  and  honored  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has  given  large 
sums  of  money  towards  the  erection  of  church  build- 
ings; has  made  liberal  endowments  to  schools,  and 
finally  established  the  "  Drew  Theological  Seminary  " 
at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  a  million 
dollars.  He  also  contributes  largely  to  missionary 
and  other  charitable  objects.  He  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  over  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  liberal  in  his  donations  and  private 
charities  of  all  the  New  York  milUonnaires.  Though 
quite  advanced  in  years,  he  is  a  hale,  hearty  old  man, 
active  in  business,  of  a  lively  and  cheerful  disposition. 
He  is  the  father  of  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter, 
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the  latter  (he  wife  of  a  Baptist  clergyman.  Daniel 
Drew  is  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  example  of  a 
"self-made  man"  in  the  country.  He  startedlife  with- 
out education,  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age  and  was 
forced  to  make  his  own  way  unassisted  ;  he  went  to 
New  York  a  green  country  lad,  and  by  virtue  of  innate 
personal  force,  rose  from  poverty  and  obscurity  to 
wealth  and  position.  To  do  this  he  never  found  it 
necessary  to  use  profane  language,  or  to  drink  intoxi- 
cating liquors. 

Cornelius  Vanderhilt. 

Cornelius  Vanderhilt  was  born  at  the  old  family 
homestead  on  Staten  Island,  May,  1794.  Like  the 
great  majority  of  country  boys,  then  and  now,  he  was 
not  inclined  to  appreciate  the  utility  of  schoolroom 
education.  Going  to  school  was  wasting  time.  He  was 
an  active,  energetic  lad,  fond  of  boats  and  horses. 
His  father,  whose  name  was  CorneUus  Vanderhilt, 
owned  a  sail  boat  which  made  daily  trips  to  New  York. 
There  was  then  no  steam  communication  as  now. 
The  son  spent  his  time  on  this  ferry  boat  and  on  his 
father's  farm.  From  early  youth  he  evinced  the  char- 
acteristic traits  of  his  life.  Whatever  he  undertook  he 
accomplished,  or  proved  that  it  was  beyond  his  power 
to  compass  it.  He  never  shrank  from  difficulties,  but 
by  skill  and  labor  overcome  them. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  earned  the  use  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  his  mother  promised  to  lend 
him  if  he  would  plant  in  corn  one  of  the  roughest  ten 
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acres  in  his  father's  farm.  He  set  to  work  earnestly  to 
plow,  harrow  and  prepare  the  field  to  receive  the  seed, 
and  at  the  proper  season  planted  it.  His  mother  there- 
upon gave  him  the  money  which  had  been  promised. 
With  this  borrowed  capital,  Cornelius  purchased  a 
small  boat,  with  which  he  intended  to  embark  in  the 
carrying  trade  in  New  York  harbor. 

It  was  the  good  old  custom  in  the  days  when  Van- 
derbilt  was  young,  for  boys  to  aid  their  parents  untij 
they  were  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  In 
accordance  with  this  law  which  was  soundly  observed  in 
all  proper  families,  though  Cornelius  had  set  uj)  business 
for  himself,  what  he  earned  belonged  to  and  was  fairly 
claimed  by  his  parents.  He  was  still  a  member  of  the 
family,  and  whilst  he  held  that  relation  the  idea  of 
withholding  his  profits  for  his  own  use  never  entered 
his  mind.  Until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  was 
a  "  boy,"  and  of  course  his  time,  skill  and  energy 
belonged  to  his  parents,  and  to  them  he  honestly  and 
cheerfully  carried  every  dime  of  his  income.  The 
parents,  however,  finding  that  the  son  was  workingday 
and  night,  and  with  remarkable  success,  generally  per- 
mitted him  to  retain  for  his  own  use  a  portion  of  what 
he  earned.  There  were  at  the  time  when  young  Van- 
derbilt  entered  the  business,  nearly  fifty  boats  in  the 
trade  in  New  York  harbor,  and  many  of  his  friends 
endeavored  to  discourage  the  young  man,  by  the  decla- 
ration that  "  the  field  was  already  occupied  ;"  "  many  of 
those  now  running  scarcely  earn  a  living;"  "half  of 
them  are  in  debt  for  more  than  their  boats  are  worth  ;" 
"  you  would  do  much  better  to  stick  to  your  father's 
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farm."  All  this  shortsighted  counsel  was  unheeded. 
Cornelius  saw  that  the  majority  of  the  men  in  the 
trade  were  dull,  lazy,  shiftless  spendthrifts.  They 
worked  without  spirit  during  the  day,  and  spent  the 
evenings  in  drinking  saloons,  where  they  spent  their 
earnings  for  rum  and  lost  it  in  gambling.  The  ambitious 
and  well  trained  youth  saw  that  by  energy  and  skill 
he  could  do  more  work  during  the  working  hours  than 
his  drinking  and  gambling  competitors,  and  that  he 
could  save  what  they  spent  in  the  saloons.  When  this 
theory  was  reduced  to  practice  its  results  far  exceeded 
the  highest  expectations.  In  the  face  of  great  com- 
petition,  as  far  as  numbers  in  the  trade  were  con- 
cerned, he  entered  the  carrying  trade,  and  during  the 
first  three  years  saved  annually  one  thousand  dollars. 
When,  therefore,  he  attained  the  age  of  majority,  he 
was  able  to  leave  the  service  of  his  parents,  after 
having  added  something  to  their  stock,  in  possession 
of  a  very  prosperous  and  profitable  business,  with  a 
good  boat  with  which  to  carry  it  on,  a  reputation  for 
skill,  industry  and  integrity  that  rapidly  carried  him 
forward  to  wealth  and  position. 

The  war  of  1B12  was  in  progress  when  Cornelius 
entered  business.  This  circumstance  offered  a  favor- 
able opportunity  for  a  young  man  of  character,  intelli- 
gence  and  indomitable  energy  such  as  he  possessed. 
In  the  winter  of  1813,  he  married  Sophia  Johnson, 
the  daughter  of  one  of  the  neighbor's  to  his  father's 
ferm.  She  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  young 
ladies  on  the  island,  and  proved  herself  a  noble  and 
worthy  companion  fur  tlie  man  destined  to    ictain  a 
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notable    position    in   the   commercial  society  of   the 
country. 

During  the  second  year  of  the  war,  New  York 
City  was  threatened  with  invasion  by  a  British  fleet. 
The  whole  military  power  of  the  State  was  put  in 
readiness  for  immediate  service.  The  militia  of  New 
York  City  and  vicinity  was  mustered  and  ordered  into 
camp.  About  the  time  of  the  enrolment  Vanderbilt 
was  awarded  a  contract  for  carrying  military  stores 
from  the  city  to  the  several  ports  in  the  harbor.  This 
exempted  him  from  other  military  duty,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  drew  from  the  trade  the  other  boat- 
men, who  were  drafted  into  the  array.  This  gave  to 
the  ambitious  young  man  an  extraordinary  field  for 
enterprise,  which  he  proved  himself  able  to  cultivate 
There  were  in  the  harbor  six  military  stations,  to 
each  of  which  he  was  required  to  doliver  one  load  of 
supplies  weekly.  He  arranged  his  business  so  as  to 
receive  a  load  at  the  foot  of  Whitehall  street  every 
evening  at  six  o'clock,  and  delivered  the  stores  during 
the  night.  Thus  he  labored  night  and  day.  Serving 
the  Government  according  to  his  contract  whUe  others 
slept,  and  during  the  day  run  his  boat  in  the  regular 
'carrying  trade,  which  was  then  very  active  and  profit- 
able. All  competition  had  been  removed,  leaving  the 
entire  business  to  Vanderbilt.  This  rich  harvest  of 
good  fortune  continued  during  three  months,  and 
enabled  the  reaper  to  gather  enough  to  pay  for  the 
building  of  a  splendid  schooner,  which  he  named 
"Dread."  He  built  the  schooner  Charlotte  in  1815. 
This  vessel  sailed  in  the  harbor  trade,  during  the  sum- 
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met,  and  in  the  winter  made  trips  southward  to  the 
Carolinas  and  Georgia.  This  trade  was  very  profitable 
in  the  way  of  gaining  money,  nearly  ten  thousand 
dollars  having  been  realized  in  three  years  ;  but  it, also 
made  the  name  of  the  young  trader  favorably  known 
in  all  the  principal  ports  on  the  south  Atlantic  coast 
of  North  America. 

Steam  navigation  \vas  introduced  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  among  the  first  to  embark  in  it 
was  Cornelius  VanderbUt.  He  foresaw  the  com- 
plete revolution  of  river,  harbor  and  coastwise  trade. 
He  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  sailing  vessels,  and  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  captain  of  one  of  the  first  steam- 
boats that  was  built  for  the  New  York  waters.  He 
entered  the  employ  of  Thomas  Gibbons  in  1818,  at  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  boat  he  com- 
manded ran  between  New  York  and  New  Brunswick, 
on  the  route  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  In 
those  days  there  were  no  great  railroad  lines,  with 
main  trunks  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
and  with  arms  stretching  out  to  every  seaport.  "  Cam- 
den and  Amboy"  was  then  not  dreamed  of;  the  loco- 
motive engine  had  not  been  heard  of  in  America,  and 
not  a  foot  of  iron  rail  had  then  been  laid.  Marvellous 
progress !  wonderful  achievements  !  Here  in  the  centre 
of  business,  strong,  vigorous,  hale — active  in  corpora- 
tion management,  powerful  in  finance — owning  thou, 
sands  of  miles  of  track,  with  roads  fully  equipped,  with 
engines,  cars  and  machinery  to  make  them,  is  one  who 
was  a  full  grown  man,  and  who  had  been  long  enough 
in  business  to  earn  a  fortune  and  a  name  before  railroads 
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had  an  existence,  before  locomotives  were  invented, 
and  before  steamboats  were  constructed.  Within  two- 
thirds  of  this  man's  lifetime  how  the  traffic  of  the 
world  has  changed!  Ye  dwellers  on  Manhattan  and 
adjacent  shores,  think  of  it.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
now  the  most  considerable  man  in  your  midst, 
when  a  young  man,  ferried  passengers  and  merchan- 
dise from  shore  to  shore  in  a  sail-boat,  because  steam- 
boats were  not  then  in  existence.  The  whole  of  steam 
navigation,  the  vast  system  of  steam  transportation,  on 
land  and  on  water,  has  been  developed  from  nothing 
to  measureless  extent  within  the  lifetime  of  many 
now  living. 

At  the  time  when  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  was  captain 
of  a  steamboat,  passengers  from  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia went  by  steamer  from  New  York  to  New 
Brunswick ;  from  New  Brunswick  by  stage  coach  to 
Trenton,  and  from  Trenton  to  Philadelphia  by  steam- 
boat on  the  Delaware.  Passengers  going  either  way, 
between  these  cities,  spent  the  night  at  New  Bruns- 
wick. There  was  but  one  hotel  at  this  place,  it  had 
never  been  the  source  of  profit  to  its  owners ;  but 
Vanderbilt  had  the  foresight  to  see  that  it  wouUl  pay, 
when  the  steamboat  began  to  carry  passengers  by  that 
route.  He  therefore  leased  it,  and  whilst  he  ran  the 
boat,  Mrs.  Vanderbilt  ran  the  hotel.  This  lady  proved 
herself  to  be  a  very  popular  hostess,  and  made  her 
house  a  place  of  note  on  the  principal  line  of  travel  in 
America. 

Vanderbilt  continued  in  the  employ  of  Gibbons 
eleven  years,  and  in  that  time,  by  the  wd  of  his  wife, 
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had  accumulated  a  fortime  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
He  then,  in  1839,  determined  to  set  up  in  the  steam- 
boat business  for  himself.  He  built  a  small  boat,  called 
the  "Caroline,"  and  run  it  between  New  York  and 
the  towns  on  the  bay  and  the  river.  The  competition 
had  become  active,  and  a  powerful  effort  was  made  to 
drive  the  young  adventurer  out  of  the  trade.  This 
cost  Vanderbilt  nearly  all  of  his  previous  savings,  but 
he  maintained  himself  against  all  opposition,  and 
gradually  rose  to  wealth  and  power  as  a  "  steamboat 
man." 

The  building  of  the  noted  ocean  steamer  "North 
Star"  was  an  important  event  in  his  life.  He  made  a 
voyage  to  Europe  in  that  vessel,  and  attracted  much 
attention  in  the  old  world.  At  that  time  the  "  CoUins 
Line"  of  steamers  controlled  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween New  York  and  foreign  ports.  Collins  evinced 
so  much  jealousy  towards  Vanderbilt  that,  by  his  own 
acts,  he  forced  his  young  rival  into  a  sharp  competi- 
^tion.  When  the  "  Arctic,"  one  of  the  Collins  line, 
was  lost,  Vanderbilt  immediately  proposed  to  run  the 
■'  North  Star"  in  the  place  of  the  lost  vessel,  but  this 
Collins  flatly  refused  to  permit  him  to  do.  Captain 
Vanderbilt  then  resolved  to  compete  with  Collins  for 
the  ocean  commerce.  He  built  a  line  of  steamers,  and 
proposed  to  carry  the  United  States  mails  without 
demanding  a  subsidy.  He  urged  his  proposition  with 
so  much  energy,  that  the  National  Government  was 
compelled  to  withdraw  its  large  subsidy  from  the  Col- 
lins line,  and  to  award  a  carrying  of  the  mails  to 
Vanderbilt     This  effectually  bankrupted  Collius,  who 
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drew  his  vessels  from  the  trade.  His  success  as  a 
manager  of  a  large  fleet  of  river  and  ocean  steamers, 
won  for  him  a  high  name  and  title,  and  he  is  now 
known  as  the  "  Old  Commodore." 

When  the  war  of  the  rebellion  had  increased  to 
such  vast  proportions  as  to  tax  the  full  powers  of  the 
National  Government,  Commodore  Vanderbilt  selected 
his  best  ship,  the  "  Vanderbilt,"  and  fitted  it  up  as  a 
war  vessel,  and  offered  it  to  the  navy  department  at  a  fair 
price.  He  soon  discovered,  pecuniarily,  what  each  man 
discovers,  both  in  times  of  war  and  in  times  of  peace, 
who  has  anything  to  sell  to  the  Government ;  that  is, 
between  the  seller  and  the  bujer,  there  are  troops  of 
"  sappers  and  miners,"  thieves,  robbers,  plunderers, 
men  who  demand  a  "commission"  for  "negotiating" 
the  sale.  If  the  "  Vanderbilt"  was  worth,  for  exam- 
ple, half  a  million  dollars,  the  Government  must  pay 
three-quarters  of  a  million,  so  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  and  the  price,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  may  be  divided  among  the  thieves 
both  in  and  out  of  public  offices.  That  is  the  way 
"  things  are  managed."  Tax  payers  are  robbed,  and 
officeholders  are  enriched.  If  it  were  not  so — if  office- 
holders received  no  more  than  the  legitimate  salaries 
designated  by  law — there  would  not  be  such  a  des- 
perate struggle  for  place  and  power.  It  is  the 
stealings  men  are  after,  and  it  is  the  stealings  that 
make  officeholders  rich.  No  man  ever  becomes  rich 
honestly  by  holding  office.  The  salaries  are  too  small, 
and  the  expenses  too  great,  to  admit  of  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealtli  in  office.     The  old  Commodore  was  a 
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patriot ;  he  would  not  take  advantage  of  the  nation's 
necessities  to  rob  its  treasury.  He  spurned  the  ad- 
vances of  these  middlemen,  withdrew  the  oifer  to  sell, 
and  presented  his  nolle  sJiip  a  free  ffift  to  the  nation. 

After  having  achieved  great  success  as  owner  and 
conductor  of  steamship  lines  both  to  foreign  and 
domestic  ports,  Vanderbilt  gradually  withdrew  his 
capital  and  attention  from  ships,  and  applied  money 
and  time  to  railroads.  He  soon  gained  control  of  the 
New  York  Central,  connecting  the  Hudson  river  at 
Albany  with  the  lakes  at  Niagara  Falls  and  at  Buffalo. 
He  was  not  long  in  adding  to  his  possessions  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad  and  also  the  Harlem.  With  these  three 
lines  firmly  in  his  grasp,  his  only  rival  was  the  Erie^ 
then  controlled  by  Daniel  Drew.  Vanderbilt  was  am 
bitious  to  own  all  the  railroad  connections  between  New 
York  City  and  the  West.  He  made  several  very  des- 
perate  efforts  to  capture  the  Erie  Road.  He  employed 
strategy  first;  that  failing,  he  went  into  the  stock  mar- 
ket, using  his  millions  of  capital  to  buy  up  Erie  stock, 
in  order  to  control  the  election  of  directors.  This  also 
failed.  His  wily  oponent  was  quite  too  fertile  in  re- 
sources to  be  cornered  even  by  Vanderbilt.  The 
Commodore  resorted  to  injunctions  to  restrain  Drew 
from  issuing  new  stock,  and  to  prohibit  him  from 
using  the  stock  held  by  the  Erie  company,  as  col- 
lateral, but  all  to  no  purpose.  Drew  was  more  than  a 
match  for  Vanderbilt,  and  fairly  outwitted  him  in 
every  move  against  the  Erie  directors. 

When  Drew  retired  firom  the  Erie  board  and  the 
management  passed  into   the   control  of  Fisk  and 
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Gould,  Vandrrbilt  organized  a  second  series  of 
eifortB  to  gain  the  much  coveted  prize.  Fisk,  the 
old  Commodore  supposed,  was  young  and  inexperi- 
enced in  the  arts,  and  unlearned  in  the  profound 
sciences  whereby  great  capitalists  in  New  York 
make  themselves  richer  and  everybody  else  poorer. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  to  "  negotiate  "  the  Erie  Rail- 
way out  of  Fisk's  possession  and  into  his  own.  In  this 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.  Fisk  had  far  too  much  natural 
shrewdness  to  be  taken  in  and  done  for  by  even  the 
most  successftil  of  metropolitan  operators.  Vander- 
bilt  then  resolved  to  crush  out  all  opposition.  He  put 
down  the  price  of  freight  and  passage  between  New 
Yoric  and  Lake  Erie  over  \m  road  so  low,  that  the 
receipts  could  not  under  any  circumstances  pay  ex- 
penses. He  lost  hundreds  of  dollars  by  every  train 
that  passed  over  his  road.  In  this  way  he  expected 
to  bankrupt  the  Erie  treasury.  The  "  Central "  could 
afford  to  sink  millions  in  the  fight,  "Erie  "  could  not 
afford  thousands ;  this  Vanderbilt  well  knew,  and 
therefore,  relying  on  his  financial  advantage,  deter- 
mined to  push  his  rival  to  the  wall.  Though  the 
plucky  little  Vermonter  had  less  money,  he  possessed 
a  genious  for  invention  and  a  fertility  of  resources 
that  gave  him  personal  power  whereby  the  sharpest 
and  most  potent  of  New  York  money  kings  were 
utterly  baffled  in  every  assault,  Fisk  instantly  com- 
prehended the  whole  of  Vanderbill's  new  scheme ;  he 
compassed  the  full  extent  of  the  dangerand  prepiired  to 
meet  it.  Who  but  James  Fisk,  Jr  ,  would  have  turned 
impending  disaster  into  a  fortunate  opportunity;  who 
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but  this  inimitable  manipulator  would  have  ventured 
to  become  the  chief  patron  of  his  enemy,  in  order  to 
reap  a  golden  harvest  from  his  own  parched  and 
withered  fields'? 

Fisk  maintained  regular  rates  on  Erie  and  ran 
trains  to  meet  all  demands  of  travel  and  transpotta- 
tion.  He  secretly  despatched  agents  to  the  West  with 
orders  to  purchase  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and  to  ship  them  over  Vander- 
bilt's  roads  at  the  reduced  rate  of  charges.  ,  On  every 
head  carried  eastward  Vanderbilt  lost  money,  for  it 
cost  more  to  carry  than  the  railroad  charged  for  the 
carriage.  "What  Vanderbilt  lost  Fisk  gained.  The 
sum  which  thus  changed  hands  was  about  $150,000. 
But  this  was  not  all.  Fisk's  live  stock  came  upon 
Vanderbilt's  rolling  stock,  like  the  lean  kine  upon  the 
fat ;  they  overran  and  swallowed  up  all  his  trains ; 
every  car  and  engine  on  the  road  was  pressed  into 
service  to  move  this  live  freight;  to  such  an  extent 
was  this  so,  that  regular  merchandise  could  not  be 
transported.  This  more  profitable  and  agreeable  traf- 
fic was  therefore  sefat  to  the  Erie  road,  and  was  carried 
at  regular  paying  rates.  When  the  old  Commodore 
discovered  bow  he  and  his  road  were  paying  into  the 
treasury  of  bis  rivals,  he  was  filled  with  unbounded 
wrath.  The  evil  machinated  for  others  had  descended 
upon  himself  The  sum  total  of  his  last  move  was 
loss  to  himself— loss  counted  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 
Even  that  reflection  was  bad  enough,  but  when  all 
that  loss  was  gain  to  his  enemy — when  dollar  for  dol- 
lar, lost  by  him  was  added  to  the  treasury  of  Erie, 
the  great  financier  was  unconsolable.     All  the  swear- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


pisk's  associates.  289 

ing  he  had  learned  as  a  harbor  boatman,  a  steamboat 
captain,  a  Wall  street  broker  was  called  into  requi- 
sition on  that  occasion.  The  performance  demon- 
strated that  of  "  the  army  in  Flanders  "  he  would  have 
been  a  worthy  commander.  Fisk  chuckled,  rubbed 
his  thighs,  rammed  his  hands  deep  into  his  pantaloon 
pockets  and  danced  gleefiilly  around  the  treasury  box 
of  "  Erie." 

From  this  disastrous  experience  Vanderbilt  turned 
his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  his  own  roads,  leaving  his 
rivals  to  manage  theirs  undisturbed.  He  applied  to 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
of  consolidation,  providing  for  the  union  of  his  three 
roads,  the  Central,  Hudson  and  the  Harlem  into  one 
grand  corporation.  The  process  of  special  legislation 
is  the  same  in  all  the  States.  Large  corporations  ask- 
ing special  favors  from  the  people's  representatives  are 
everywhere  expected  to  pay  liberally  lor  it.  Vander- 
bilt made  a  careful  "  inventory  "  of  the  I,egislaturp 
with  the  "selling  price"  set  opposite  to  each  name. 
He  purchased  what  he  thought  sufficient  for-  his  pur- 
pose and  "  ticked  off"  his  property  so  as  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  rest.  This  done,  his  bill  was  reported  and 
put  on  its  passage  in  the  regular  way.  The  prospect 
of  consolidation  had  the  effect  to  enhance  the  value  oi 
Harlem  stock;  the  price  advanced  rapidly  and  soon 
reached  a  very  high  figure.  Here  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  "  comer  "  on  Vanderbilt.  The  Wall  street 
gamblers  and  the  legislative  "  Roosters"*  combined  in 

•"RooBtet'Ma  »  term  *i^ticd  to  »  legtsUi tor  wto  refuses  to  vote 
until  he  is  paid  ;  that  In,  a  member  irbo  aits  on  his  perch  and  reluBes 
to  come  down,  until  he  sees  the  com  ia  the  trough. 
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order  to  ewindle  the  railroad  companies  asking  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  well  understood  that  if  the 
consolidation  should  be  defeated,  the  price  of  Harlem 
stock  would  instantly  fall  to  a  low  figure.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  who  had  promised  Vanderbilt 
to  vote  for  his  bill,  secretly  agreed  with  New  York 
brokers  to  vote  against  the  bill.  The  brokers,  there- 
fore, sold  Harlem  stock  "  short;"  that  is,  they  sold  large 
quantities  at  the  price  as  it  was  on  the  day  of  sale, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  stock  was  to  he  de- 
livered at  some  future  day  named  in  the  bill  of  sale. 
The  brokers,  of  course,  knowing  that  the  consolidation 
bill  would  be  defeated,  knew  also,  that  stock  would 
be  low  at  the  time  of  delivery  agreed  upon ;  they 
could  then  buy  what  they  needed  to  fill  their  con- 
tracts at  a  very  low  price  and  demand  of  the  purchasers 
the  high  price  as  stipulated  for  before  the  final  vote 
on  the  bill.  Large  quantities  of  Harlem  stock  was  thus 
sold  by  the  brokers  and  friends  of  the  dishonest  legisla- 
tors. Of  this  infamous  piece  of  treachery  the  old  Com- 
modore received  early  knowledge,  and  he  instantly 
resolved  on  swift  punishment  for  the  official  thieves 
and  their  rascally  confederates.  He  instructed  his 
broker  to  buy  and  lock  up  every  share  of  Harlem 
stock  that  could  he  found  in  the  market  This  order 
was  promptly  executed  and  the  crafty  financier  com- 
plaisantly  awaited  results. 

The  bill  came  up  on  its  final  passage,  and  was  re- 
jected by  a  very  decided  vote.  The  public  was  taken 
by  surprise ;  the  dishonest  legislators  and  their  brokers 
were  in  high  glee  ovei  their  success,  and  already  began 
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to  estimate  the  extent  of  their  gains.  The  joy  of  the 
plunderers  was  short-lived.  Harlem,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  everybody  not  in  the  secret,  did  not  fall.  Dur- 
ing one  day  it  remained  firm.  The  old  giant  had  put 
his  broad  shoulder  under  the  load ;  in  order  to  steady 
himself,  he  had  braced  his  aims  on  his  knees.  Thus 
he  stood  the  first  day.  On  the  second  day,  finding  the 
load  after  all  not  very  heavy,  he  began  to  straighten 
himself.  "  Harlem  is  rising  !"  was  the  cry  of  dismay 
that  flew  through  the  ranks  of  the  robbers.  It  rose 
steadily  day  after  day.  Those  who  had  purchased  now 
demanded  delivery.  There  was  no  stock  in  the  mar- 
ket. Delivery  was  impossible.  The  speculators  were, 
therefore,  compelled  to  settle  with  their  customers  by 
paying  the  current  value  of  the  stock  in  money,  and 
this  carried  well-merited  ruin  to  every  member  of  the 
infemous  combination.  Subsequently  a  more  honest 
legislature  gave  the  required  legislation,  and  the  three 
roads  controlled  by  Vanderbilt  were  consolidated.  In 
imi  the  "Grand  Central  Depot"  was  completed  in 
New  York,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  united  roads, 
including  also  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  rail- 
road now  under  the  same  management,  A  new  road 
was  constructed  to  connect  the  Harlem  and  Central 
roads,  called  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  Port  Morris  rail- 
road. It  connects  with  the  Hudson  River  road  at 
Spuyten  Duyvif,  and  follows  the  northern  side  of  Har- 
lem river,  in  Westchester  county,  until  it  joins  the 
Harlem  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Mott 
Haven. 

The  ground  selected  for  the  depot  building  at  Forty- 
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second  street  and  Fourth  avenue,  is  suffiently  removed 
from  the  fine  mansions  of  the  avenues  to  prevent  any 
annoyance  from  smoke  and  noise.  The  depot  proper  is 
in  the  shape  of  a  half  cylinder — the  immense  ribs  of 
the  roof,  which  reach  the  ground  on  both  sides,  taking 
that  form.  The  ornamental  buildings  on  the  south 
and  west  sides  are  quite  extraneous  to  the  main  depot, 
and  follow,  for  the  most  part,  the  architectural  style 
of  the  Renaissance.  The  pressed  brick  of  all  this  out- 
side work  is  finely  set  off.  by  the  white  iron  facings, 
which,  when  kept  well  painted,  are  a  good  imitation 
of  marble.  An  entire  square,  extending  from  Forty- 
fourth  to  Forty-fifth  street  (five  acres),  is  covered  by 
the  building,  which  is  692  feet  long  and  240  feet  wide. 
Although  the  front  is  not  more  imposing  than  that  of 
some  Western  depots,  the  appearance  of  the  whole,  as 
seen  from  the  southwest,  is  more  striking  than  that 
of  any  similar  building  on  this  continent,  and  probably 
in  the  world.  As  to  size,  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  depot 
of  the  great  Midland  road  in  London  is  of  exactly  the 
same  width,  but  is  five  feet  shorter.  The  towers  of  the 
front  (the  central  tower  is  130  feet  high  and  the  others 
110  feet — the  three  towers  of  the  west  side  1 10  feet),  to- 
gether with  a  few  patches  of  nearly  perpendicidar  roof, 
are  covered  with  slate.  All  the  main  roof  is  covered 
with  glass  and  iron.  Even  the  sheds  over  the  side- 
walks, where  passengers  most  frequently  enter  the 
building,  are  half  covered  with  glass. 

The  west  side  presents  a  curious  succession  of  towers, 
interspersed  with  sections  of  frontage,  resembling  iso- 
lated mansions.  There  are  many  doorways  on  this  side, 
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giving  access  to  the  saloons  on  the  first  floor,  the  great 
rooms  in  the  basement — which  are  to  be  rented  to 
various  tenants,  who  will  be  of  use  to  passengers — and 
the  long  suites  of  business  offices  in  the  upper  stories. 
The  north  end  is  entirely  devoted  to  giving  ingress 
and  exit  to  the  railroad  trains — the  whole  space  being 
taken  up  by  iron  doors  and  doorways.  The  view  from 
any  point  inside  the  great  dome-like  roof  is  very  grand. 
The  intricate  network  of  iron  arches  and  rods,  half 
covered  with  thick  glass,  seems,  when  the  sun  shine's 
upon  it,  like  a  gigantic  cobweb  in  the  sunshine  after 
a  rain.  The  twelve  tracks  are  divided  into  groups  of 
two  by  elevated  walks. 

Commodore  Vanderbilt  is  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  four  sons  and  nine  daughters.  His  wife  died 
at  an  advanced  age  in  186!^.  He  is  distinguished  for 
his  liberality  to  worthy  charity  and  for  well  known 
generosity.  He  is  in  every  sense  a  conspicuous  exam- 
ple of  the  American  gentleman  of  the  "  real  old  sort," 
enjoys  excellent  health,  has  recently  married  a  young 
wife,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  is  as  active, 
correct  and  prompt  in  the  despatch  of  business,  as  a 
man  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Jay   Gould. 

Jay  Gould  was  a  banker  and  broker  of  considerable 
standing  on  Wall  street,  at  the  time  Fisk  made  his 
first  appearance  in  New  York.  He  was  in  the  confi- 
dence  of  Commodore  Vanderbilt,  and  frequently  par- 
ticipated in  the  profits  of  the  great  financial  operations 
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that  were  organized  and  put  through  by  that  gentle- 
man. Gould  was  a  careful,  safe  operator,  a  man  of 
sound  judgment  and  deliberate  action,  rarely  embark- 
ing in  any  enterprise  without  having  first  calmly 
surveyed  the  whole  scheme  and  arrived  at  a  conclusion 
that  it  would  pay. 

When  Fisk  returned  to  Wall  street  and  resolved 
upon  "  making  it  pay,"  he,  as  has  already  been  ex- 
plained, settled  down  under  the  protecting  shadow 
of  Daniel  Drew.  In  the  struggle  of  Vanderbilt  and 
Drew,  wherein  each  labored  to  capture  the  Erie  rail- 
way directorship,  in  1867,  Gould  was  a  candidate  on 
Vanderbilt's  ticket  and  Fisk  was  a  candidate  on 
Drew's  ticket.  They  were,  therefore,  brought  out  in 
opposition  to  each  other.  It  will  be  recollected,  that 
a  compromise  was  effected  between  the  two  great 
leaders  in  such  manner  as  to  give  each  a  fair  repre- 
sentation in  the  new  board.  On  the  combination 
ticket  appeared  the  names  of  both  Gould  and  Fisk. 
That  ticket  was  elected,  and  these  gentlemen  came 
together  as  directors  of  the  Erie  Railway  company. 
Fisk  liked  Gould  and  Gould  liked  Fisk.  The  two  men 
were  opposites  in  every  thing.  Gould  is  tall,  slender 
and  dark;  Fisk  was  short,  stout  and  of  light  com- 
plexion. Gould  was  cautious,  cool,  calculating,  slow 
— Fisk  was  reckless,  impetuous,  impulsive,  instanta- 
neous. These  men  at  once  united  their  fortunes  and 
their  forces.  Gould  planned  and  Fisk  executed.  Gould 
gave  to  the  firm  respectability,  Fisk  gave  courage. 
The  operations  of  the  house  and  of  the  men  who  were 
ia  it  are  elsewhere  told  in  detail.    Gx)uld  rose  to  the 
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position  of  President  of  Erie,  and  held  it  three  years. 
He  was  made  Fisk's  representative  by  the  will  of  the 
latter,  and  therefore  became  the  great  power  in  the 
Erie  Board.  The  same  policy  that  had  made  that 
company  notorious  and  its  management  the  object  of 
much  contention,  was  continued  by  Gould  and  his 
associates.  The  opposition  to  the  Gould  management, 
under  the  leadership  of  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  finally 
succeeded  in  forming  a  combination  of  sufficient 
strength  to  displnce  Gould  from  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, and  to  even  force  hira  out  of  the  Board,  from 
which  he  resigned  on  the  14th  of  March,  1872.  That 
was  the  end  of  the  *'  Erie  Ring." 

WilliaTn  M.  Tweeds 
The  most  extraordinary  character  in  his  way,  the 
most  nnscrnpnlous  political  juggler,  the  most  reck- 
less plunderer  among  American  officeholders  is  "Boss 
Tweed."  He  was  born  in  New  York  of  Irish  parents, 
and  was  reared  among  the  vilest  associations  of  the 
lower  stratum  of  life  in  that  city.  In  his  youth  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  chairmaking  trade,  and  worked  for 
a  short  time  at  that  business  ;  but,  finding  the  excite- 
ment and  vulgarity  of  the  fire  engine  houses  more 
congenial  to  his  nature  than  the  atmosphere  of  a 
mechanic's  shop,  his  work  was  neglected,  his  bills  were 
not  paid  and  presently  he  failed.  He  was  then  free 
to  "  run  with  the  machine  "  and  loaf  with  the  comer 
loungers,  to  spend  the  day  in  the  street  and  the  night 
in  low  dens  talking  politics  to  such  as  were  in  need 
of    such    instructions    as    he   could   give.     He   soon 
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worked  into  ward  politics,  attended  the  precinct 
primary  meetings  and  ward  conventions  ;  became  a 
leader  of  a  gang  of  "  shoulder  hitters,"  then  foreman 
of  a  fire  company.  Having  earned  recognition  he 
was  appointed  to  a  small  office,  and  from  that  begin- 
ning worked  up  by  diligence  and  tact  step  by  step. 
He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, after  that  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Senate,  and  finally  gained  the  important  and 
responsible  position  of  "  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works."  The  precise  value  of  this  office  to  a  man 
like  Tweed  is  not  known.  One  of  the  leading  news- 
papers,* published  in  March,  1870,  thus  suggests  of 
what  advantage  it  had  been  to  the  "  Tammany  Boss." 
"  Mr.  Tweed  was  worth  less  than  nothing  when  he 
took  to  the  trade  of  politics.  Now  he  has  great  pos- 
sessions, estimated  all  the  way  from  $5,000,000  to 
twice  as  much.  We  are  sorvy  not  to  be  able  to  give 
his  own  estimate,  but,  unluckily,  he  returns  no  income. 
But  at  least  he  is  rich  enough  to  own  a  gorgeous 
house  in  town  and  a  sumptuous  seat  in  the  country,  a 
stud  of  horses,  and  a  set  of  palatial  stables.  His 
native  modesty  shrinks  from  blazoning  abroad  the 
exact  extent  of  his  present  wealth,  or  the  exact  means 
by  which  it  was  acquired.  His  sensitive  soul  revolts 
even  at  the  partial  publicity  of  the  income  list.  We 
are  tossed  upon  the  boundless  ocean  of  conjecture. 
But  we  do  know  from  his  own  reluctant  lips  that  this 
public  servant,  who  entered  the  public  service  a  bank- 
nipt,  has  become,  by  an  entire  abandonment  of  himself 
•Tiie  "World." 
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to  the  public  good, '  one  of  the  largest  tax  payers  in 
New  York.'  His  influence  is  co-extensive  with  Mb 
cash.  The  docile  Legislature  sits  at  his  feet,  as  Saul 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  waits,  in  reverent  inactiv- 
ity, for  his  signal  before  proceeding  to  action.  He 
thrives  on  percentages  of  pilfering,  grows  rich  on  the 
distributed  dividends  of  rascality.  His  extortions  are 
as  boundless  in  their  sum  as  in  their  ingenuity. 
Streets  unopened  profit  him — streets  opened  put 
money  in  his  purse.  Paving  an  avenue  with  poultice 
enriches  him — taking  off  the  poultice  increases  his 
wealth.  His  rapacity,  like  the  trunk  of  an  elephant, 
with  equal  skill  twists  a  fortune  out  of  the  Broadway 
widening,  and  picks  up  dishonest  pennies  in  the 
Bowei7." 

Peter  B.  Sweeney. 

Peter  B.  Sweeney,  President  of  the  "  Department  of 
Public  Parks,"  is  recognized  as  the  \maxi  of  the  Tam- 
many Ring,  He  was  bom  in  New  York ;  the  son  of 
an  Irishman,  who  kept  a  drinking  saloon  in  Park  Bow. 
His  Other's  saloon  was  the  rendezvous  of  low  political 
tricksters,  and  it  was  in  such  company  that  the  lad 
received  his  first  ideas  of  the  sublimity  of  republican 
liberty  and  the  science  of  American  politics.  From 
tlus  rare  school  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
errand  boy  in  a  law  office ;  he  afterwards  became  a 
student  and  was  in  due  time  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar.  Law  as  put  on  as  a  cloak,  Sweraiey's  pro- 
fession was  from  the  beginning,  politics.  He  was 
first  chosen  "  Counsel  to  the  Corporation ;"  while  in 
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thia  office  he  demoustrated  such  consuramate  skill  as  a 
manipulator  that  he  was  at  once  admitted  to  full  mem- 
bership in  the  ring  that  ruled  and  robbed  the  city. 
He  next  became  District  Attorney,  enjoyed  the  emolu- 
ments, and  left  others  to  do  the  work  of  the  office 
while  he  travelled  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return  to  New 
York  he  resigned  the  District  Attorneyship  to  accept 
the  office  of  City  Chamberlain,  to  which  place  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Mayor. 

in  the  city  of  New  York  the  Chamberlain  was  for- 
merly the  custodian  of  all  the  public  moneys,  in  fact, 
die  treasurer.  It  is  the  almost  universal  practice,  for 
such  officei-s  as  State  Treasurer  and  City  Treasurer,  to 
use  the  people's  money  in  pvivate  speculations.  In 
some  cases  the  money  is  simply  deposited  on  interest 
and  the  interest  money  is  stolen  by  the  treasurer.  To 
this  general  practice  New  York  had  not  been  an  ex- 
ception. But,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  Mr.  Sweeney 
astounded  the  tax  payers  of  New  York  by  accounting 
fully  to  the  public  for  all  the  interest  money  dtiring 
his  term  of  office,  and  paid  the  whole  amount  into  the 
treasury.  He,  however,  fully  rewarded  himself  for 
tliis  parade  of  honesty.  If  the  whole  truth  were 
known,  it  would  doubtless  appear  that  in  many  of  the 
heaviest  stock  operations  in  Wall  street  the  people's 
money  was  used  at  high  rates  and  in  sure  investments, 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  clique  that  controlled  the 
treasury.  The  testimony  before  the  Committee  of 
Congress  in  the  investigations  of  the  operations  of  the 
Gold  King  divulged  the  fact  tliat  Sweeney  ivas  very 
deeply  concerned  in  that  notorious  conspiracy.     As 
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President  of  the  Park  Commission  he  controlled  the 
disbursing  of  vast  sums  of  money  and  thus  became 
one  of   the  most  active  members  of  the  Tammany 

Association. 

A.   Oahey  Hall. 

The  climax  of  its  infamy,  and  the  downfall  of  the 
Tammany  power  in  New  York,  was  attained  while  A. 
Oakey  Hall  was  Mayor.  Hall  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1825.  He  was  educated  for  the  profession  of  law ; 
alter  having  gained  admission  to  the  bar,  he  went  to 
New  Orleans  and,  for  awhile,  was  in  the  office  of 
John  Slidell,  in  that  city.  He  returned  from  New 
Orleans,  where  he  had  not  met  with  much  success,  to 
accept  the  post  of  Assistant  District  Attorney  for  New 
York,  under  the  lute  Nathaniel  Blunt.  Upon  the  death 
of  District  Attorney  Blunt,  Hall  was  made  the  candi- 
date of  the  Whig  party  for  that  office  and  was  duly 
elected.  By  a  succession  of  re-elections,  he  held  that 
office  for  about  twelve  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  was  elected  Mayor. 

To  be  able  to  hold  office  during  so  many  years  in 
such  a  political  atmosphere  as  that  which  pervades 
New  York,  is  by  no  means  an  ordinary  feat.  Hall  is 
a  lawyer  of  considerable  ability,  and  of  great  cunning. 
As  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown,  Hall  and  Vander- 
pool,  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  very  lucrative  practice. 
In  politics  he  has  ever  exhibited  a  versatility  of  char- 
acter that  has  made  it  an  easy  matter  for  him  to 
accommodate  his  professions,  not  being  hampered  with 
such  a  thing  as  principles,  to  the  public  demands, 
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whatever  they  chanced  to  be.  He  began  public  life 
as  a  Whig,  was  a  dark-lantern  Know-nothing  in  1856, 
and  when  Know-nothingism  waned,  he  caat  his  boat 
on  the  rising  tide  of  Republicanism,  and  then,  turning 
Democrat,  became  a  member  of  the  "  Tammany  Hall 
Ring." 

It  has  been  the  fortune  of  Hall  to  change  front  at 
the  most  favorable  time,  so  as  to  keep  him  on  the 
mnning  side.  Men  who  make  politics  a  trade,  and 
office-holding  a  business,  are  usually  so  utterly  devoid 
of  convictions  that  it  ia  an  easy  matter  for  them  to 
turn  for  their  allegiance  from  a  losing  to  a  winning 
party.  As  a  Whig  and  a  young  man,  he  attained  quite 
a  reputation  for  ability  and  honesty  in  public  affairs. 
As  a  Know-nothing,  he  was  one  of  the  most  violent  of 
Xhe  leaders  in  hostility  to  foreigners.  As  that  new 
party  rose  into  power  lie  saw  instantly  in  it  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  gain  power.  When  the  bubble  burst  and  the 
froth  vanished.  Hall  was  not  found  ■  in  the  ruins.  He 
had  snuffed  afar  the  coming  disaster,  and  permitted  no 
delay  in  the  transfer  of  his  allegiance  to  the  ranks  of  the 
young  giant.  Republicanism.  The  city  of  New  York, 
with  the  base  and  corrupting  influences,  the  facilities  for 
sheltering,  the  opportunities  for  plundering,  the  chances 
largely  in  &.vor  of  concealment,  and  the  avenues  of 
escape,  ever  wide  open,  was  not  the  sort  of  ground  on 
which  Republicanism  would  be  likely  to  thrive  for  any 
considerable  time.  The  party  was  new  then,  and,  like 
all  new  parties,  was  sound  in  its  doctrines  and  honest 
in  its  administrations.  Virtue  and  honesty  are  deemed 
vulgar  in  the  political  circles  of  great  cities.     Pardes 
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organizing  in  the  interest  of  the  people  for  the  pro- 
tection of  tax  payers,  are  usually  strangled  in  infancy 
or  captured  in  early  youth.  Every  great  city  has  its 
great  political  "  Kings,"  whose  members  farm  out  the 
offices  among  themselves.  The  tax  payers  are  robbed, 
and  the  thieves  defend  each  other. 

In  New  York,  the  old  ring  was  too  powerful  for  the 
young  party.  Hall  had  the  shrewdness  to  discover 
this,  and  instantly  resolved  to  join  the  plunderers; 
he  became  one  of  them,  and  has  fared  most  sumptu- 
ously ever  since.  He  entered  the  Tammany  camp 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  1861,  and  in 
1868  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City.  He  has  been  a 
most  pliant  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
have,  during  many  years*  manipulated  the  ballots,  and 
plundered  the  fimmces  of  New  York ;  and  has  lent  hia 
aid  and  countenance  to  the  most  monstrous  frauds, 
systemicaUy  organized,  that  have  ever  disgraced  the 
adminlBtration  of  public  affairs. 

Richard  B,  Connolly, 

Connolly  was  perhaps  the  least  active  of  the  Tam- 
many quartette.  In  1870,  he  was  appointed  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  City  Finances  ;  an  office  at  that  time  of  small 
consequence,  but  which,  under  the  new  city  charter, 
concocted  and  p:issed  by  the  Tammany  Ring,  became 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  plunderers.  It  also 
proved  to  be  the  magazine  of  information,  which  ulti- 
mately exploded  and  spread  all  the  rascality  of  the 
city  officers  in  official  figures  before  the  people. 
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Connolly  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland;  his  father,  a 
village  schoolmaster  in  the  "  ould  counthrie,"  gave  his 
son  a  "good  education,"  which  unfortunately  was  ap- 
plied to  bad  purposes,  Kichard  came  to  America  witli 
an  elder  brother,  and  very  soon  became  a  popular 
leader  among  his  countrymen  in  ward  politics,  lie 
was  at  one  lime  elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk 
in  New  York.  Next  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate. 
Though  the  salary  of  a  State  Senator  is  little  in  excess 
of  the  board  bills  at  a  first-class  hotel,  yet  it  not  unfre- 
quently  happens  that  Senators  go  to  the  State  Capitol 
poor,  and  after  remaining  there  one  or  two  sessions, 
they  come  away  men  of  great  wealth.  There  is  some 
secret  about  this  that  is  not  generally  understood  by 
the  public.  A  man  is  elected  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  some  State,  and  draws  a  salary  of  about  one 
thousand  dollars  for  each  session,  and  pays  about  six 
hundred  dollars  for  board  and  incidental  expenses. 
At  the  close  of  the  session  it  becomes  known  to  the 
friends  and  associates  of  the  member  or  Senator,  that 
his  wealth  has  increased  during  his  term  of  services, 
sometimes  to  the  extent  of  five,  ten,  twenty,  or  even 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  is  a  great  mystery,  and 
it  is  because  of  this  mysterious  increase  of  wealth  that 
so  many  men  of  doubtful  reputation  and  incapacity 
for  business  pursuits  are  so  exceedingly  anxious  to 
"  permit  dieir  names  to  be  used"  as  candidates  for  the 
office  of  legislator. 

This  was  the  case  with  Mr.  Connolly  at  Albany. 
By  some  accident,  not  accounted  for,  he  was  in  posses- 
sion of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  at  the  close  of 
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his  term,  that  did  not  belong  to  him  at  the  beginning 
of  it.  Thereafter  he  was  called  "  slippery  Dick,"  and 
was  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Tammany  Associa- 
tion ;  he  was  accordingly  admitted  and  was  appointed 
by  the  Tammany  Chiefs,  Comptroller.  How  he  admin- 
istered  the  afiairs  of  this  office  so  as  to  aid  the  thieves 
and  plunder  the  tax  payers  is  folly  set  forth  in  another 
chapter. 

The  proof  of  the  frauds  was  derived  from  Connolly's 
records ;  and  of  the  infamous  qnartette,  he  was  the  first 
to  break  and  surrender  to  the  people.  He  was  arrested, 
and  in  defeult  of  sufficient  bail,  was  committed  to 
prison,  and  held  there  during  several  weeks.  The 
amount  of  bail  required  was  afterwards  reduced,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  go  forth  to  a  very  unenviable 
freedom,  to  await  trial  and  the  decree  of  the  court  in 
fc>a  case. 
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CHAPTER  Xir. 

NEW  TORE  LIFE,  PEN  SKETCHES. 

Fisk  aa  a  Showman — How  he  amused  New  York — Managing  Theatrei 
Four  Establishments  at  once— Social  Life  in  New  York— Free  Love 
— Free  Lust— Woman's  Rights— Social  Crimes — The  fruits  of  Fal^e 
Teachings  -  The  Wages  of  Sin— Death. 

FiSK  was  a  natural  showman.  When  a  boy  at 
Brattleboro,  he  was  ever  ready  to  entertain  a  crowd 
of  spectators  by  his  "  performances."  He  was  a  per- 
fect mimic  and  a  good  clown.  While  serving  the 
lotel  as  a  waiter-boy,  an  opportunity  to  travel  as  a 
showman  with  a  menagerie  and  circus  presented 
itself,  and  James  eagerly  embraced  it,  and  made  a  trip 
through  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  as  a  "  show- 
man." The  passion  for  getting  up  amusement  for 
others  remained  and  grew  with  him.  As  soon,  therefore, 
as  he  had  gained  a  firm  footing  in  New  York,  he  turned 
aside  from  his  regular  business  to  try  an  experiment 
at  theatre  management.  His  first  venture  in  this  line 
was  a  bold  one.  He  purchased  in  1858,  Pike's  Opera 
House,  on  Twenty-third  street,  and  named  it  the 
"  Grand  Opera  House."  Soon  after  this  he  took  pos- 
session of  the  Fiftli  avenue  Theatre,  on  Twenty-second 
street,  and  so  thoroughly  reconstructed  it  as  to  give  it 
the  appearance  of  a  new  and  very  elegant  establish- 
ment. He  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  places 
of  amusement  in  the  city.  In  May,  1869,  he  leased 
(312) 
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the  new  Academy  of  Music,  the  largest  establishment 
of  the  kind  in  New  York. 

This  was  one  of  his  most  erratic  and  inexplicable 
manias.  He  expended  money  by  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars  to  refit,  and  refurnish  buildings, 
and  to  import  star  performers.  Neither  effort  nor  ex- 
pense were  spared  to  gi^'e  to  the  theatre  goers  of 
New  York  firstKjIass  entertainments.  English,  German 
French  and  Italian  companies  were  organized  and  put 
in  training  under  the  best  possible  management,  and 
the  New  York  public  were  invited  to  the  best  enter- 
tainment that  money,  energy  and  experience  could 
produce. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  efforts  of  Fisk  were 
not  appreciated.  The  public  did  not  give  a  liberal 
support  to  his  lavish  preparations.  He  lost  heavily  at 
every  performance,  and  was  compelled  very  soon  to 
divide  his  companies  and  send  some  of  the  star  actors 
travelling  through  the  country  to  play  in  the  leading 
cities.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  he  gave  up  all  the 
theatres  with  the  exception  of  the  "Grand  Opera 
House."  He  so  reconstructed  that  building  as  to 
make  it  available  for  the  offices  of  the  Erie  Railway 
Company.  The  price  paid  for  the  house  is  reported 
to  have  been  eight  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Erie  officers  occupy  the  second  floor ;  they 
are  fitted  up  and  furnished  in  massive  black  walnut, 
trimmed  and  mounted  in  silver.  They  are  among  the 
most  elegantly  furnished  business  rooms  in  the  United 
States.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  his  Erie  associates, 
surrounded    with    many   attendants   and    superfluous 
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luxuries,  "Prince  Erie"  reigned  in  imperious  away. 
The  audience  room  of  the  theatre  was  kept  intact  and 
was  used  as  a  place  of  amusement  during  the  lifetime 
of  its  owner.  Fisk'a  greatest  success  as  an  impressarto, 
was  achieved  in  the  French  Opera  Bouffe.  He  sent 
Max  Maretzek,  one  of  the  most  able  managers  in  this 
country  to  Europe  with  full  powers  to  organize  a  com- 
pany for  the  Grand  Opera  House ;  the  commission 
was  promptly  and  successfully  discharged,  and  the  new 
sensation  was  brought  out  under  the  most  feycrable 
circumstances.  The  venture  proved  to  be  a  success, 
and  the  Opera  Bouffe  found  a  permanent  home  in 
New  York.  Fisk,  however,  had  a  most  unfortunate 
faculty  for  quarrelling  with  his  managers.  He  always 
selected  the  best,  but  very  soon  lost  their  services. 
He  tried  Brougham,  Bergfeld,  Tayleure  and  Maretzek, 
all  men  of  acknowledged  ability  in  their  profession, 
but  neither  of  whom  could  agree  with  the  erratic  pro- 
prietor ;  with  Maretzek  he  actually  came  to  blows ;  a 
disgraceful  knockdown  scene  was  enacted  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  entire  troupe  at  rehearsal  in  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  much  to  the  alarm  and  terror  of  the 
ladies,  who  were  unaccustomed  to  that  kind  of  "  act- 
ing." Nevertheless,  in  the  face  of  all  difficulties,  he 
fiustained  the  performances  at  the  Opera  House  to  the 
last.  The  feet  that  he  received  from  the  Erie  company 
an  annual  rent  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollara,  made 
it  comparatively  easy  to  carry  on  his  place  of  amuse- 
ment without  pecuniary  loss. 

To  this  Opera  House  Fisk  was  in  the  habit  of  invi- 
ting his  friends  to  spend  the  evening.     On  several  oc- 
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casions  he  took  the  "  Ninth  Eegiment "  there  to  witness 
the  performances.  He  never  lost  an  opportunity  to 
get  great  men,  distinguished  visitors  and  notorious 
characters  to  accompany  him  to  the  plays,  and  ever 
took  delight  in  claiming  the  establishment  as  his 
own. 

His  private  rooms,  his  domicile  in  New  York,  were  in 
an  adjoining  building,  and  not  far  off  was  the  residence 
of  the  notorious  woman  he  had  raised  up,  established 
and  supported  in  defiance  of  decency,  law  and  morality, 
in  violation  of  his  vow  at  the  altar  and  against  the 
repeated  advice  of  his  best  friends.  Here,  in  this  small 
circle  of  New  York  territory,  he  lived,  transacted  his 
business  and  satiated  his  wicked  lusts.  To  this  place 
was  carried  from  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  his  lifeless 
body,  to  receive  the  last  tribute  of  his  friends  and 
associates,  to  await  obsequies.  Hence  he  was  carried 
out  from  the  city,  so  multifarious  in  its  social  influ- 
ences, so  prolific  in  crime,  back  to  the  quiet  village,  in 
the  purer  atmosphere  of  the  Green  Mountain  State ; 
back  to  the  scenes  and  innocent  surroundings  of  his 
youth  ;  back  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  there  to  be  bur- 
ried. 

What  a  life  is  this !  From  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 
less  than  forty  years. 

"  n&ced  OD  this  Isthmus  of  a  middle  State, 
A  being  darkly  wise  aod  rudely  great ; 
\'\'ith  too  much  knowledge  for  the  sceptic  aide. 
With  too  much  weakness  for  the  stoic's  pi'idc. 
He  hangs  between;  in  doubt  to  act,  or  rest, 
In  doubt  to  deem  himself  a  god,  or  beast ; 
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In  donbt  his  mind  or  body  to  prefer ; 
Born  but  to  die,  and  reasoning  but  to  err ; 
Alilie  in  ignorance,  his  reason  such, 
Whether  he  thinks  too  little,  or  too  much ; 
Cliaos  of  thought  and  passion  all  confused; 
Still  by  himself  abused,  or  disabused  ; 
Created  half  to  rise  and  half  to  fall  j 
Great  lord  of  all  things,  yet  a  prey  to  all; 
Sole  judge  of  truth,  in  endless  error  hurl'd ; 
The  glory,  jest,  and,  riddle  of  the  world  I" 

Social  Relations, 

JIuch  of  the  crime  in  New  York  high  life  is  directly 
traceable  to  the  false  teachings  of  the  disciples  and 
advocates  of  the  doctrine  of  what  is  called  Free  Love. 
It  might  with  much  greater  propriety  be  called /ree  last. 
There  is  neither  love,  virtue  nor  decency  in  the  doc- 
trine or  practice  There  is  a  numerous  class  of  rest- 
less, rattlebrained,  indigent  persons  in  every  great 
city,  that  ever  seeks  to  escape  the  restraints  of  the 
recognized  laws  of  social  relations.  They  imagine 
themselves  "  enslaved  by  custom,"  deprived  of  their 
"  natural  rights  by  a  false  idea  of  propriety."  "  Every 
woman  has  a  perfect  right  to  choose  for  herself  who 
shall  be  the  father  of  her  children,"  say  these  co-called 
reformers.  "  This  is  a  fundamental  necessity."  Be  it 
so.  But  having  once  made  her  choice,  the  stability 
of  society  and  the  good  of  the  State  require  that  she 
shall  abide  by  her  own  decision.  With  this,  however, 
the  restless  spirits  are  not  satisfied.  They  insist  that, 
as  all  men  are  fallible,  full  of  error  and  liable  to  make 
mistakes,  it  is  monstrous  to  compel  two  persons,  un- 
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congenial  to  each  other,  to  live  together  a  lifetime. 
After  two  have  been  wedded  for  a  time,  one  or  both  of 
them  may  discover  that  the  other  is  not  congenial ;  he 
or  she  ought,  therefore,  to  be  permitted  to  forthwith 
leave  the  presence  of  the  other  and  go  out  to  seek 
another  companion  on  whom  to  experiment.  This 
going  together  and  separating  at  will  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed  until  every  man  and  woman  has  found  hia 
or  her  "  affinity." 

This  doctrine  effectively  breaks  up  the  femily,  the 
most  sacred  institution  on  earth.  It  disintegrates 
society,  lowers  the  standard  of  public  morality,  breaks 
down  the  barriers  of  virtue,  destroys  domestic  felicity, 
makes  the  marriage  tie  a  bond  of  sand,  abolishes  the 
obligations  of  paternity,  and  extinguishes  love. 

In  return  for  all  this,  these  false  teachers  would 
give  us  liberty  in  crime,  unrestrained  lewdness  and 
Hcentiousness  in  its  lowest  form. 

New  York  City  is  peculiarly  the  centre  of  this 
school  of  "reformers."  The  baneful  effects  of  its 
teachings  are  not  confined  to  its  own  members.  It  is 
felt  in  all  circles  of  society.  Familiarity  with  these 
false  theories  beget  a  general  looseness  of  thought, 
that  speedily  leads  to  laxity  of  conduct  and  to  crime. 

Scarcely  a  week  passes  that  New  York  papers  do 
not  give  accounts  of  the  workings  of  these  doctrines 
in  the  overthrow  of  some  domestic  shrine.  Sometimes 
it  is  only  "  scandal,"  sometimes  "  abandonment,"  some- 
times "  infidelity,"  sometimes  "  elopement,"  sometimes 
it  is  "  suicide,"  sometimes  it  is  "  murder,"  sometimes 
it  is  "  assassination."     The  cause  is  always  the  same. 
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The  effect  is  changed  only  by  reason  of  some  local  or 
individual  circumstance.  The  doctrine  of  "Free 
Love"  leads  to  a  total  disregard  of  the  obligations  of 
marriage.  In  this  school  the  vt'omen  are  far  worse 
than  the  men.  They  go  out  in  quest  of  "  affinities" 
and  are  not  long  in  finding  them.  They  ply  their  art 
insidiously,  by  dexterously  exposing  their  charms  so 
as  to  entrap  men.  Few  men  can  escape  the  arts  of 
a  designing  woman.  Men  who  are  generous,  frank, 
liberal  and  benevolent  are  easiest  subjected  to  the 
power  of  an  intriguing  clique  of  women,  skilled  in  the 
arts  of  fascination. 

The  murder  of  a  noted  author  and  journalist  in  New 
York  in  18T0,  is  a  conspicuous  illustration  of  this 
truth.  He  was  a  large  hearted,  liberal  minded,  gen- 
erous, kind  man,  brimful  of  good  impulses.  He 
sought  only  to  help  the  weak,  to  assist  one  struggling 
to  rise  to  a  higher  and  more  independent  condition. 
He  was  surrounded  by  those  who  had  designs  conceived 
in  error  and  brought  forth  in  sin.  He  was  led  dumb 
as  a  sheep  to  the  shearing,  and  as  an  ox  to  the 
slaughter.  He  died  a  victim  ol'  the  doctrines  of  "Free 
Love."  A  true  appreciation  and  a  lawful  respect  for 
the  marriage  tie,  in  the  company  he  kept  in  the 
metropolis,  would  have  led  him  from  and  not  intocrime 
and  death. 

The  assassination  of  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  is  another 
sacrifice  made  to  the  same  demon.  One  divorced 
woman,  ambitious,  recklessly  abandoned — two  married 
men,  faithless  to  their  vows  most  solemnly  given  at 
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the  altar — sinful  affections,  base  loves,  sensuality, 
jealousy,  assassination.     That's  all. 

Then  there  is  the  scandal  about  Victoria  C.  Wood- 
hull  and  her  sister.  Miss  Tennie  Claflin,  with  two 
men,  Rood  and  Andrews,  fastened  upon  them  and 
Theodore  Tilton,  a  gentleman  for  many  years  asso- 
ciated with  good  men  in  New  York,  disgracefully 
mixed  up  with  their  shame.  All  of  these  parties  hold 
marriage  to  be  a  thing  of  convenience,  to  be  taken  on 
and  laid  off  at  pleasure,  without  incurring  obligations 
or  invoking  censure.  Some  day  will  bring  an  explo- 
sion in  this  "happy  circle;"  some  respectable  family 
will  be  ruined,  some  unwary  suitor  will  be  shot,  and 
New  York  will  have  a  sensation  of  three  days'  duration. 

Travelling  on  the  same  road,  some  sIower,some  faster, 
some  near  to,  some  remote  from  the  disgraceful  end, 
is  the  whole  company  of  those  who  call  themselves 
"Woman's  Rights  Advocates."  Unhappy  in  domestic 
relations,  and  eager  to  get  aivay  from  obligations  rather 
than  anxious  to  discharge  them,  is  the  secret  cause  of 
all  the  chafing,  ranting,  fuming  and  swaggering,  that 
characterizes  the  discontents  who  hold  conventions  to 
assail  the  established  usages  of  good  society.  One 
after  another  these  men  and  women,  who  rant  and 
whine  about  woman's  wrongs,  sink  and  fall  away  into 
the  belief  and  practice  of  "  free  lovers,"  and  are  lost. 
Some  see  the  error  of  their  way  and  retrace  their 
steps ;  others  grieve,  fret  and  die  young,  and  escape 
the  humiliation,  disgrace  and  crime  to  which  their 
vile  theories  tend. 

It  is  the  story  of  moderation  and  excess  over  again. 
21 
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"  Moderate  drinking"  coupled  with  respectability,  leads 
to  excessive  drinking  and  drunkenness.  Just  as  OTery 
moderate  drinker  protests  that  lie  will  never  become 
a  drunkard,  so  every  "  Woman's  Eighter"  insists  that 
he  will  never  become  a  "  free  lover,"  In  the  first  case 
one  begins  in  moderation  and  ends  in  excess — in  the 
second  case  one  begins  in  moderation  and  ends  in 
excess,  "  Things  that  are  equal  to  the  same  thing, 
are  equal  to  each  other,"  The  remedy  in  each  case  is 
the  same — total  abstinence. 

In  every  movement,  whether  good  or  evil,  there  are 
some,  both  leaders  and  followers,  who  are  honest  and 
sincere ;  nevertheless  they  err  and  are  responsible  to 
society  for  the  consequences  of  their  acts.  So  in  the 
"  Woman  Question,"  there  are  many  honest  and  vir- 
tuous men  and  women  who  imagine  that  woman  is 
grossly  wronged,  and  that  the  panacea  for  all  the  ills 
she  is  heir  to,  lies  in  the  ballot ;  as  is  their  right 
and  privilege  in  this  country — they,  therefore,  advocate 
the  extention  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  women.  But 
a  very  large  class  of  the  "  Woman's  Rights"  advocates, 
war  against  "  usage,"  and  clamor  for  a  liberty  in  social 
affairs  that  amounts  to  licentiousness.  This  branch  of 
the  champions  in  this  movement  is  kept  so  prominently 
before  the  public,  and  their  peculiar  views  are  so  per- 
sistently thrust  upon  society,  that  the  taint  of  vul- 
garity pervades  the  whole,  and  the  influence  of  the 
movement  is,  therefore, 'totally  bad. 

It  is  a  notable  and  instructive  fact,  that  not  one  of 
the  respectable  and  pure  women  engaged  in  this  loose 
and  rambling  discussion  of  the  marriage  relation,  has 
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ever  yet  given  to  the  world  a  single,  clear  and  com- 
prehensible statement  of  what  they  understand  or 
mean  by  Free  Love,  or  precisely  what  they  want  in 
exchange  for  the  existing  order  of  domestic  unity. 
There  is  no  lack  of  excited  and  intemperate  denun- 
ciation  of  what  is,  hut  nowhere  is  there  suggested  a 
practical  theory  of  life  to  take  the  place  of  that 
founded  on  the  marriage  which  they  seek  to  abolish. 
The  few  pure  and  ethereal  creatures,  who  have 
been  "  earned  to  the  skies"  on  the  gauzy  wings  of 
incomprehensible  logic,  never  come  down  from  their 
nebulous  heights  to  face  the  brutal  facts  of  existence, 
and  to  declare  in  all  seriousness  what  they  propose  to 
do  with  men  and  women,  when,  by  destroying  mar- 
riage, they  have  destroyed  the  family. 

When  they  are  told  that  the  theories  in  which  they 
clothe  their  lives  of  innocence,  are  by  others  made  the 
soiled  cloaks  wherewith  to  cover  their  unclean  lives, 
they  fly  into  a  passion  and  deny  the  statement  with  an 
earnestness  which  conclusively  shows  that  they  are  too 
pure  and  too  ignorant  to  suspect  their  allies  or  to 
comprehend  the  force  of  their  own  teachings.  They 
consider  themselves  personally  accused  and  cry  out 
bitterly  against  tlie  injustice  and  brutality  of  men. 

Now  if  Free  Love  means  anything,  and  is  not  a 
mere  form  of  words  with  which  these  idle  women 
amuse  themselves,  with  no  object  but  pastime,  it  means 
that  the  obligations  of  marriage  are  not  binding  as 
against  the  momentary  inclinations  of  the  parties 
married.  In  place  of  those  ideas  of  conjugal  duty, 
with  which  society  has  succeeded  for  some  centuries, 
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we  are  to  accept  a  "  higher  truth"  and  the  "  inner 
consciousness"  of  each  individual  as  his  only  rule  of 
action  in  social  matters.  People  are  to  pair  like  birds 
or  beasts  at  the  bidding  of  irresistible  impulse,  and  the 
obligations  of  fidelity  are  to  last  no  longer  than  the 
impulse.  This,  stripped  of  its  vail  of  mysticism,  is 
the  doctrine  preached  by  these  new  teachers  of  social 
ethics ;  and  there  is  but  one  word  to  describe  this 
doctrine ;  it  is  beastly.  The  good  ladies  who  profess 
it  may  sit  in  their  balloons,  far  above  the  things  of 
earth,  tossing  up  their  half-dozen  meaningless  phrases 
like  the  gilt  balls  of  a  juggler,  and  laying  down  an 
unsubstantial  law  for  men  and  women,  which  might 
suit  very  well  if  the  race  were  like  cherubs,  with 
nothing  but  heads  and  wings.  But  see  what  work  the 
real  men  and  women  make  of  it  when  they  take  hold 
of  it!  Two  married  men,  whose  souls  reject  the 
tyranny  of  marriage,  find  their  affinity  in  the  same 
soiled  dove,  and  eliminate  each  other  with  revolvers 
from  the  embarrassing  problem.  Another  pretty  free 
lover,  who  uses  in  her  letters  the  very  slang  of  the 
platonic  sisterhood  on  this  coast,  is  so  devoted  to  the 
purity  and  sacredness  of  her  emotions  that  she  mur- 
ders her  ex-lovers  to  save  them  from  falling  back  into 
the  slough  of  matrimony,  and  gets  visited  by  leading 
apostles  of  the  sisterhood  from  New  York  in  conse- 
quence, and  deluged  with  their  sympathy.*  When 
these  events  are  cited  as  (he  natural  result  of  indulging 
in  those  restless  impulses  of  revolt  against  the  social 

*  Mrs.  Fair,  the  California  murderess,  waa  visited  by  Sueaii  B.  An- 
thony and  Mrs.  Stanton. 
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and  moral  laws,  which  many  find  theoretically  so  irk- 
some, these  good  women  "recoil  with  affright,"  and 
protest  that  this  is  not  what  they  mean  by  Free  Love. 
Of  course,  it  is  not.  But  this  only  proves  that  they 
do  not  know  what  they  are  doing  nor  whither  they 
are  drifting.  Because  they  are  virtuous,  they  know 
nothing  of  the  quality  of  the  cakes  and  ale  they  are 
serving  out  to  greedy  and  vulgar  buyers. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  and  accomplished  of  the 
advocates  of  this  new  doctrine,  and  a  lady  whose  per- 
sonal qualities  entitle  her  to  perfect  respect,  thus  sets 
forth  what  in  her  judgment  is  required  to  set  in  order 
the  domestic  machinery  of  human  society: 

"  Where  marriage  is  sanctified  by  love,  there  Free 
Love  obtains  and  rules.  So  far  for  the  morale  of  this 
question.  The  next  point  is,  who  shall  determine 
wliere  marriage  shall  exist,  the  man  or  the  woman  1 
I  hold  that  woman  shall  make  the  laws  (if  we  must 
have  them)  to  govern  the  affections,  not  man.  On 
woman  falls  all  the  burdens  of  marriage.  She  hears 
and  nurses  the  children.  If  there  is  to  be  legislation 
here,  it  is  hers  by  right,  by  a  great  law  of  nature.  Is 
it  a  logical  conclusion  to  say  that  marriage  is  only  a 
civil  contract,  and  at  the  same  time  hold  it  a  sacra- 
ment, as  does  the  Catholic  church — indissoluble?  I 
am  not  afraid  to  trust  human  nature  in  freedom.  Love 
will  find  its  own  way  to  take  care  of  children.  These 
contingencies  which  trouble  you  so  much  will  take 
care  of  themselves  when  marriage  is  sanctified  by 
'Free  Love,'  not  compelled  by  'Circumstance,'  that 
unspiritual  god." 
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"  I  propose,  first,  that  woman  shall  be  made  politically 
man's  equal ;  that  she  shall  have  a  voice  in  making  the 
laws  by  which  she  is  governed — second,  that  as  you 
did  by  the  negro  slaves,  you  shall  do  by  her ;  aid  her  to 
gain  education  and  pecuniary  independence,  removing 
from  her  the  necessity  of  marrying  for  a  home,  and 
thus  at  the  very  altar  perjuring  her  own  soul,  I  pro- 
pose that  man  at  the  altar  shall  not  perjure  himself 
in  the  vow  he  makes  as  he  places  the  ring  upon  the 
bride's  finger,  endowing  her  with  all  his  worldly  goods, 
and  then  keeping  her  forever  a  pauper.  I  propose 
that  children  shall  not  be  born  in  homes  of  discord, 
hatred  and  strife,  to  die  in  infancy,  or  grow  up  in 
crime  to  fill  our  prisons  and  our  penitentiaries,  and  to 
make  our  cities  unsafe  to  live  in.  1  propose  that  the 
instinct  of  parentage  shall  rise  above  the  mere  animal 
instinct,  which  is  sufficient  for  propagation,  but  not 
for  improvement  of  even  the  lower  orders  of  animals. 
I  propose  that  it  shall  be  dignified  by  sentiment  and 
by  scientific  knowledge,  I  propose  that  when  two 
persons  find  that  they  have  made  a  sad,  bitter  mistake, 
the  fatal  one  of  their  lives,  that  the  woman  shall  not 
be  placed  under  a  ban,  if  she  seeks  relief  from  this 
bondage,  any  more  than  a  man  is  who  easily  slips  the 
knot,  and  is  ready  for  a  new  life." 

Precisely  what  all  this  means  to  the  lady  who 
brought  it  forth,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine,  but  what 
it  means  to  the  hundreds  of  families,  wherein  black 
discontent  and  base  longings  have  superseded  peace 
of  mind  and  active  love,  is  painfully  evident. 

To  the  world  of  restless  and  reckless  spirits,  married 
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and  jinmarried.  thes<i  propositions  mean  that  a  mar- 
raiage  which  can  be  violated  by  either  party,  is  not  a 
marriage.  That  if  love  is  "  free  love  "  it  is  not  love. 
That  if  in  marriage  differences  arise,  it  is  evident  that  it 
is  an  unnatural  mating  and  mxist  be  instantly  re- 
nounced. A  pulpit  philosopher  instructing  his  flock 
concerning  vital  piety,  said :  "  If  you  have  it  you 
cannot  lose  it ;  if  you  lose  it  you  never  had  it." 
So  reason  these  senseless  theorists:  "If  you  are  mar- 
ried and  desire  separation,  you  are  not  married," 
There  are  no  bonds  stronger  than  caprice.  There  are 
no  moral  obligations,  no  social  restraints.  When  a 
man  and  woman  are  together,  and  either  one  of  them 
takes  a  fancy  for  another,  it  is  a  sign  that  they  are  im- 
properly joined.  If  two  men  have  an  "  affinity  "  for 
the  same  woman,  one  must  shoot  the  other. 

There  is  deadly  virus  lurking  in  these  disjointed 
and  illogical  "catch  words,"  that  sinks  with  baleful 
effect  in  innumerable  hearts  and  manifests  itself  all 
over  the  land  in  thousands  of  discontented  women, 
whose  listless  minds  have  been  poisoned  by  these  con- 
fused rhapsodies  put  forth  in  violent  and  inharmoni- 
ous strains. 

This  is  the  bare  and  revolting  bestiality  stripped  of 
its  swaddling  metaphors,  which  these  good  and  pure 
women — misled  and  deceived  by  years  of  silly  playing 
with  phrases  and  by  able  and  insidious  leaders  of  their 
own  sex,  whose  purposes  are  vile,  are  now  daily 
preaching  to  the  world.  It  is  not  a  matter  to  dismiss 
with  a  word,  to  trifle  with  or  to  wonder  at. 

It  is  sowing  in  hundreds  of  families  the  seeds  of 
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discord  and  ruin.  The  ignorant  and  impressible 
women  whose  principles  have  been  shaken  by  this 
insidious  propaganda,  become  the  easy  prey  of  the  first 
plausible  scoundrel  who  can  persuade  them  of  his  sym- 
pathy. A  school  which  is  capable  of  preparing  so 
baleful  a  harvest  of  foulness  and  misery,  cannot  claim 
the  immunity  of  being  considered  respectable. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

HELEN   JOSEPHINE    MANSFIELD. 

Biographical  sketcli  of  "Fist's  Woman"— Who  slie  is— Where  she 
came  from — Her  early  life — Education — Traiiiing — Associates — Prom 
Boston  to  Sau  Francisco — Marriage  iu  California — Divorce  in  New 
York — Introduction  to  Fisk — Fares  sumptuously  every  day — Her 
home  in  Twenty-third  street — Who  went  thei'e— How  she  ,enter- 
tained  Fiek's  company — The  presentation  of  Edward  S,  Stokes — That 
correspondence — The  result — The  fruits  of-  sin— Quarrel  among  the 
debauchees — Jealousy — Eej  ection — Revenge— Death. 

Miss  Mansfield  was  born  in  Boston,  in  the  year 
1840.  The  early  part  of  her  life  was  spent  in  that 
city;  there  she  received  her  education,  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  still  held  in  the  memory  of  her  young 
associates. 

She  is  described  as  having  been  an  exceedingly 
attractive  girl,  remarkably  stylish  in  figure,  arid  giving 
promise  of  developing  into  a  slight,  graceful  and  elegant 
woman;  The  surroundings  of  her  youth  were  such  as 
to  admirably  fit  her  for  her  subsequent  career.  She 
hved  in  publicity,  and  was  entirely  without  the  guar- 
dianship of  prudent  counsellors. 

Her  family  moved  to  Cahfornia  in  1852,  and  settled 
iu  Stockton,  San  Joaquin  county.  Joseph  Mansfield, 
her  father,  was  a  practical  printer.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Boston  Journal. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  California  he  went  to  work 
as  a  compositor  on  the  Stockton  Journal,  at  that  time 
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edited  and  published  by  William  Bliven,  a  brother  of 
Easey  Biiven,  who  was  with  General  Crabb  at  the 
Cavorca  massacre.  In  the  early  part  of  1854  the 
Journal  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  Tabor,  who 
edited  it  as  an  organ  of  the  AVhig  party.  Mansfield 
at  this  time  started  the  San  Joaquin  Republican  as  a 
Democratic  journal.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the 
celebrated  contest  between  John  Bigler  and  George  S. 
Waldo,  for  the  governorship  of  this  State,  drew  out  the 
full  strength  of  both  parties.  The  most  rancorous 
partisan  feeling  was  exhibited  on  both  sides.  Tabor 
espoused  the  cause  of  Waldo,  and  Mansfield  was  an 
equally  strong  advocate  of  the  claims  of  Bigler.  The 
columns  of  these  papers  daily  teemed  with  abuse  of  the 
two  candidates,  and  finally  the  editors  began  to  abuse 
cne  another. 

A  challenge  to  mortal  combat  followed.  On  the 
morning  of  August  6th,  1854,  Tabor  and  Mansfield, 
with  their  seconds,  went  across  the  Mormon  slough. 
They  selected  a  plot  of  ground  about  three  hundred 
yards  back  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  Colt's  re- 
volvers were  the  weapons.  They  were  to  stand  ten 
paces  apart,  and  after  the  first  shots  had  been  ex- 
changed at  that  distance,  they  were  to  advance  and 
fire  at  will  and  without  the  word  of  command.  The 
first  shots  proved  harmless.  The  two  then  advanced 
on  each  other.  Mansfield  was  excited,  and  hence  his 
aim  was  uncertain.  On  the  other  hand,  his  antag- 
onist was  cool  and  collected.  At  the  third  round 
Mansfield  suddenly  threw  up  both  arms,  his  pistol 
dropped,  and  he  fell  backward  on  the  sod.     The  sur- 
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geon,  Dr.  Norcoin,  was  quickly  at  his  side,  but  too 
late.     He  was  dead !     The  ball  had  pierced  his  heart. 

As  Mansfield  was  very  much  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  men  of  both  parties,  his  death  created 
excitement,  and  for  a  long  time  the  friends  of  Tabor, 
fearing  that  he  might  be  killed,  would  not  allow  him 
to  appear  in  public.  When  the  estate  of  Mansfield 
was  settled  there  was  but  a  pittance  for  his  widow  and 
child. 

In  1855  Mrs.  Mansfield  removed  to  San  Francisco, 
and  rented  a  house  on  Bryant  street.  Josie  was  at 
that  time  fifteen  years  old.  She  was  jast  budding  into 
womanhood,  and  wa^  possessed  of  rare  personal  attrac- 
tions. James  D.  Carter  was  the  owner  of  the  property 
adjoining  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Mansfield.  Carter  did 
an  extensive  trucking  business,  and,  although  a  young 
man,  had  accumulated  a  fortune.  He  had  become 
acquainted  with  Mrs,  Mansfield  and  her  daughter 
The  personal  charms  of  Helen  Josephine  had  made  a 
deep  impression  on  him,  and  he  proposed  marriage. 
Mrs.  Mansfield  objected  on  account  of  her  daughter's 
youth.  Carter  then  proposed  that  Helen  Josephine 
should  go  to  the  convent  of  Notre  Dame  at  San  Jose, 
about  fifty  mUes  from  San  Francisco,  and  finish  her 
education.  He  offered  to  pay  her  expenses  nntil  she 
was  of  age,  and  then  marry  her.  Helen  Josephine 
was  sent  to  the  convent.  After  she  had  been  an 
inmate  of  that  institution  about  two  years  her  mother 
married  a  Mr.  Warren.  About  one  year  after  the 
marriage  of  her  mother  the  theatrical  company  which 
had  been  playing  in  Maguire's  Opera  House  went  to 
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San  Jose  to  fill  an  engagement  Attached  to  this 
company  was  Frank  Lawler,  a  young  and  promising 
actor,  Lawler  was  a  tall  and  handsome  young  man — 
just  the  person  to  attract  a  young  and  thoughtless 
school  girl.  During  the  company's  stay  in  San  Jose, 
Lawler  and  Helen  Josephine  became  acquainted. 
This  acquaintance  ripened  into  love,  and  in  less  than 
ten  days  they  eloped  and  were  married.  When  the 
news  of  the  marriage  was  communicated  to  Carter  he 
was  for  a  time  inconsolable,  and  his  friends  were  com- 
pelled to  keep  a  close  watch  on  him  to  prevent  his 
committing  suicide.  Time  assuaged  his  grief,  how- 
ever, and  six  months  afterward  he  married  another. 
Lawler  and  his  wife,  on  their  return  to  the  city,  went 
to  board  with  the  mother,  who  was  then  living  in  Sut- 
ton street,  and  Lawler  resumed  his  connection  with 
the  opera  house  company.  His  wife  was  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  Saturd  y  afternoon  matinees.  She 
was  an  incorrigible  flirt,  and  when  at  the  theatre  was 
always  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  admirers. 

Among  these  admirers  was  D.  W.  Perley,  an 
Englishman,  a  law  partner  of  Judge  David  S.  Terry, 
who  killed  Senator  David  C,  Broderick  in  a  duel. 
Perley  was  wealthy,  and  for  him  Helen  Josephine 
showed  a  marked  preference  over  all  other  admirers. 
The  intimacy  with  Perley  gave  rise  to  scandal  and 
family  trouble  that  involved  Mr.  Lawler  and  his  wife 
in  public  disgrace,  so  that  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  the  State.  They  therefore  sailed  for  New  York, 
where  they  arrived  in  1864. 

The  domestic  affairs  of  the  Lawlers  were  not  con- 
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ducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  There  was  little  love 
and  much  hate.  It  was  a  run-away-match,  which 
at  best  is  a  very  poor  match.  People  who  marry  in 
haste  usually  repent  at  leisure.  With  repentance 
comes  the  birth  of  discontent  and  the  death  of  love. 
Tlien  follows  a  dissatisfaction  with  what  is,  and  a 
longing  for  what  is  not.  To  this  general  course  of 
events  the  life  of  the  Lawlers  was  not  an  exception. 
After  their  arrival  in  New  York  each  seemed  to  take 
a  separate  course.  Mrs.  Lawler  travelled  about  from 
New  York  to  Albany,  to  Boston,  to  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore and  Washington,  finding  associates  and  making 
acquaintances  not  calculated  to  lift  her  into  greater 
respectability.  This  sort  of  roaming  brought  its 
proper  fruits. 

In  1 866,  Mrs.  Lawler  obtained  a  divorce  from  her 
husband,  and  thereafter  assumed  the  name  of  Mans- 
field, by  which  she  is  best  and  most  widely  known. 
After  the  divorce,  she  made  an  effort  to  support  her- 
self by  appearing  as  an  actress,  but  met  with  poor 
success.  At  this  time  she  became  acquainted  with 
Miss  Annie  Wood,  an  actress  living  in  New  York, 
according  to  whose  statement  Miss  Mansfield  requested 
an  introduction  to  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  saying  she  had  not 
"  a  single  change  of  clothes,  and  had  nothing  to  live 
upon  but  her  handsome  face,  and  she  must  make  the 
most  of  it."  Miss  Wood  gave  her  the  introduction, 
thongh,  as  she  says,  with  some  reluctance;  and,  meet- 
ing her  shortly  afterwards,  Miss  Mansfield,  according 
to  Miss  Wood,  stated  that  her  circumstances  had  very 
much  improved,  and   she  "had  now  plenty  of  good 
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things ;  that  she  meant  to  get  all  the  money  she  coukl 
out  of  Fisk,  and  then  let  him  go,  as  he  was  not  really 
the  kind  of  man  she  fancied."  But,  before  this  intro- 
duction, Miss  Mansfield's  friends  had  appealed  to  Mr. 
Fisk's  sympathies  on  her  behalf,  claiming  that  she  was 
a  worthy  actress,  laboring  under  difliculties,  and  he 
sent  her  several  sums  of  money  before  he  had  ever 
seen  her,  and  when  he  had  no  expectation  or  desire  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  her. 

She,  very  soon  obtained  a  strong  hold  upon  Mr. 
Fisk,  and  early  in  1868,  he  provided  a  house  for  hei 
on  Twenty-fourth  street,  and  for  more  than  two  years 
defrayed  all  her  expenses.  One  night,  in  the  fall  of 
1^68,  a  few  gentlemen,  meeting  at  her  house,  played 
cards  vrith  one  another,  and  agreed  to  make  her  a  pres- 
ent of  all  their  winnings,  which  amounted  to  some 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  This  money  Mr.  Fisk 
advised  her  to  let  one  of  the  party  take  and  invest  in 
Erie,  which  he  knew  was  bound  to  rise  the  next  day. 
She  did  so,  and  the  money  being  invested  as  a  margin, 
the  entire  amount  realized,  which.  Including  the  origi- 
nal investment,  was  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  was 
paid  over  to  Miss  Mansfield  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards by  the  gentleman  who  managed  the  speculation. 
This  money  she  invested  in  government  bonds  until 
Mr.  Fisk  purchased  a  house  for  her  in  Twenty- 
third  street,  when  she  sold  out  the  bonds  and  de- 
posited the  proceeds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fisk.  "When 
the  deed  was  ready  for  execution  he  paid  out  this 
money,  and  a  little  over  four  thousand  dollars  more  to 
the  seller  of  the  house,  the  price  of  the  house  being 
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forty  thousand  dollars,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  He  then  spent  ten  thousand  dollars 
more  in  improvements  upon  the  house.  From  this 
time  forward  she  was  entirely  dependent  upon  Mr. 
Fisk,  who  paid  all  her  bills  and  kept  her  constantly 
supplied  with  money,  although  he  refused  to  make  any 
permanent  settlement  upon  her,  which  was  a  point 
upon  which  she  greatly  insisted,  and  on  account  of  his 
refusal  to  grant  which,  she,  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
pretended  to  leave  him,  although  she  very  speedCy 
returned. 

Miss  Mansfield  is  a  woman  of  prepossessing  appear- 
ance, and  ia  skilled  in  the  art  of  making  herself  at- 
tractive. She  is  much  above  the  medium  height, 
having  a  pearly  white  skin,  dark  and  very  large  and 
lustrous  eyes,  which,  when  directed  at  a  judge,  jury, 
or  witness,  have  a  terrible  effect.  This,  it  is  said,  was 
the  case  in  the  celebrated  court  trial  in  which  she  was 
engaged  before  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Fisk. 

She  is  thus  described  when  appearing  in  court  iu 
Yorkville : 

"  Her  delicate  white  hands  were  encased  in  fanlt^ 
less  lavender  kid  gloves,  and  over  her  magnificent 
toumure  of  dark  hair  was  perched  a  jaunty  little 
Alpine  hat,  with  a  dainty  green  feather  placed, 
thereon.  Her  robe  was  of  the  heaviest  black  silk, 
cat  A  la  impeTatrice,  and  having  deep  flounces  of  the 
heaviest  black  lace  over  Milanaise  bands  of  white 
satin.  At  her  snowy  throat,  the  only  article  of  jew- 
elry oh  her  person,  a  smaU  gold  pin  glistened  and 
heightened  the  effect      Her  hair  was  worn  a  la  Cleo- 
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palray  and  a  superb  black  velvet  mautlfi  covered  her 
shoulders.  Sitting  there,  this  superb  women  was  the 
irapersonification  of  coolness  and  proud  disdain." 

Fisk  became  so  deeply  involved  with  this  woman, 
that  he  not  only  supported  her  in  grand  style,  but 
made  a  confidant  of  her ;  made  her  the  custodian  ol 
business  secrets,  wrote  frank,  foolish  letters  to  her, 
took  his  friends  and  associates  to  her  house  to  dine 
and  to  spend  the  evening  in  playing  at  cards,  and 
thus  placed  himself  almost  wholly  in  her  power.  The 
truth  was  he  loved  Helen  Josephine  Mansfield,  He  told 
her  80 — and,  alas  !  he  wrote  her  so.  She  retained  his 
letters,  and,  afterwards  when  they  quarrelled,  she 
threatened  to  publish  them. 

Fisk  foolishly  endeavored  to  prevent  her  from  so 
doing — tried  to  "  buy  her  off'," — then  invoked  the 
power  of  the  court  to  get  an  injunction  against  their 
publication. 

But  his  death  has  dissolved  the  injunction,  and  cer- 
tain of  the  letters  have  been  published. 

Whether  these  letters  are  all  of  the  Fisk-Mans- 
field  correspondence,  remains  to  be  seen.  His  ftiends 
say  they  are  the  whole.  His  enemies  say  they  are  Jiot 
the  whole.  Time  will  show.  Meanwhile,  the  letters 
have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention.  They  are 
less  learned  than  elegant,  less  sentimental  than  some 
of  their  historic  precedents ;  but  they  are  "  funnier  '' 
than  any  other  correspondence  of  which  the  world  has 
any  knowledge. 

In  her  wanderings  previous  to  the  time  when  she 
met  Fisk,  Miss  Mansfield  met  in  Philadelphia  a  young 
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man  of  prepossessing  appearance,  gay,  affublej  bold, 
reckless  and  liberal  in  spending  money.  After  she 
was  settled  in  New  York,  this  young  man,  then  also 
residing  in  that  city,  became  a  frequent  visitor  to  the 
^house — was  in  fact  a  formidable  and  successful  rival 
to  "  Prince  Erie  "  in  the  affections  of  this  woman. 

Edward  S.  Stokes,  the  young  man  here  referred  to, 
had  an  interest  in  a  large  oil  refinery  in  Brooklyn,  in 
which  Fisk  became  part  owner.  Fisk  and  Stokes  were 
active,  earnest  friends.  Jealousy  made  them  bitter  un- 
relenting enemies.  Fisk  advised  Stokes  not  to  go  to 
Mifis  Mansfield's  house,  and  plead  with  the  woman  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  man.  He  was  laughed 
at — he  remonstrated  ;  his  affections  were  trifled  with, 
and  he,  therefore,  commanded  that  his  wishes  must  be 
respected.  He  was  defied  by  both;  and  was  finally 
altogether  rejected  by  the  ungrateful  woman  he  had 
lifted  from  poverty  to  affluence,  and,  he,  therefore,  re- 
solved to  be  avenged. 

A  disgraceful  quarrel  arose,  which  has  been  dragged 
through  the  courts  of  New  York  to  the  disgust  of  all 
good  people.  Stokes  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  on 
a  charge  of  having  embezzled  certain  stocks,  preferred 
by  Fisk.  Fisk  was  threatened  with  the  publication 
of  his  correspondence  with  Miss  Mansfield.  Several 
suits  were  brought  on  various  charges  against  all 
parties;  these  required  the  expenditures  of  large  sums 
of  money,  greatly  to  the  inconvenience  of  Stokes  and 
Mansfield.  They,  therefore,  attempted  to  force  hush 
money  out  of  Fisk ;  and  thus  new  complications  and 
more  law  suits  arose. 
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In  order  to  prevent  the  publication  of  the  silly  and 
disgraceful  letters  held  by  Fisk's  enemies,  he  had 
resource  to  that  infallible  remedy  for  every  ill  in  New 
York — an  injunction,  A  legal  notice  was  served  on 
Stokes  and  Miss  Mansfield,  forbidding  them  to  pub- 
lish the  letters  they  threatened  to  use  to  damage  Fi^. 
As  specimens  of  this  incomparable  epistolary  literature, 
a  few  of  the  letters  are  here  inserted,  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  favorite  pet  names  were  "  Josie "  and 
"  Dolly." 

For  the  surrender  of  these  letters  it  is  said  Stokes 
and  Miss  Mansfield  demanded  of  Fisk,  the  comfortable 
sum  of  $200,000.  The  letters  are  as  follows,  begin- 
ning with  a  note  written  on  his  visiting  card  to 
"  Josie  "  when  she  lived  in  Lexington  avenue. 

Mes.  Josie  Lawxeb,  42  Lexington  avenue : 

Come.  Will  you  come  over  with  Fred  and  dine 
with  me  1  If  your  friends  are  tJiere  bring  them 
along. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  F.,  Je. 
Have  not  heard  from  you  as  you  promised. 

On  the  back  of  the  card  was  the  following : 
Come.  Fred  is  at  the  door.  My  room,  eight 
o'clock.  After  many  good  looks  I  found  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain. The  imderstanding  is  now  that  yourself  and 
Miss  Lahd  are  to  go  with  me,  say  at  half-past  nine 
o'clock,  and  the  above  gentleman  is  to  come  at  eleven 
o'clock,  as  he  has  some  matters  to  attend  to  which 
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will  take  hira  until  that  time.     Answer  this  if  you 
will  be  ready  by  half-past  nine  o'clock. 
Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  FISK,  Jr. 

As  soon  as  Miss  Mansfield  became  established  in 
the  keeping  of  Fisk,  she  availed  herself  of  every  pos- 
sible opportunity  to  display  her  good  fortune.  She 
drove  out  in  fine  style,  and  appeared  on  the  street 
and  in  the  park  dressed  and  attended  as  a  lady  of 
great  consequence. 

One  day  she  went  to  the  office  of  the  Erie  Railway 
Company  in  the  Grand  Opera  House,  and  called  on 
"Prince  Erie,"  to  the  surprise  and  astonishment  of 
himself  and  his  employees.  This  visit  called  out  the 
following  note : 

Strange  you  should  make  my  office  or  the  vicinity 
the  scene  for  a  "  personal."  You  must  be  aware  that 
harm  came  to  me  in  such  foolish  vanity,  and  those 
that  could  do  it  care  but  little  for  the  interest  of  the 
writer  of  this. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  FISK,  Jr. 

He  soon  attoned  for  this  scold.  In  January,  1868, 
he  wrote; 

Fifth  Ave.  H. 
DoLLT  : — Enclosed  find  money.     Bully  morning  for 
a  funeral ! 

J.  F.,  Jr. 
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Kext  came  this : 

Dear  Josie  : — Get  ready  and  come  to  the  Twenty- 
third  street  entrance  of  the  hotel  and  take  me  down 
town,  and  then  you  can  come  back  and  get  the  girls 
for  the  Fulton  dinner  to-day. 

Yours,  truly, 

SARDINES. 

Josie  was  going  off  on  a  journey,  and  Flsk  provides 
for  her  like  a  devoted  lover : 

Dolly  : — -The  baggage  sleigh  will  call  at  one  o'clock, 
and  you  can  leave  in  my  charge  what  you  see  fit 
You  have  no  time  to  lose. 

J.  F.,  J 

By  proxy  due  notice  was  sent : 
Miss  Mansfield  : — The  sleigh  will  call  for  you  at 
two  p.  M. 

Yours, 

J.  FISK,  per  J.  C. 

He  explains  short  comings  in  a  formal  and  business- 
like note. 

My  people  are  partaking  of  New  York,  in  the  shape 
of  "  White  Fawn,"  and  two  or  three  other  different 
matters.  I  may  not  be  able  to  see  you  again  to-night. 
If  not,  will  take  breakfast  with  you — the  best  I  could 
do. 

Yours,  truly, 

February  5th,  1868.  JAMES. 
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The  head  of  the  family  gives  minute  inatructions  : 

Dear  Dolly: — Get  right  up  now  and  I  will  be 
down  to  take  breakfast  with  you  in  about  thirty  min- 
utes. We  will  take  breakfast  in  the  main  dining 
room  down  stairs. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  FISK,  Ja. 
Wednesday  Morning,  February  6. 

To-day  Fisk  sent  "  Dolly  "  some  money,  saying  : 

Have  the  kindness  to  acknowledge. 

Yours,  truly, 
February  22,  1868.  J.  F.,  Ja. 

Dear  Josie  : — I  have  got  some  matters  to  arrange 
and  cannot  call  for  you  until  it  is  about  time  to  go. 
I  will  be  there  twenty  minutes  before  eight  Be 
ready. 

Yours,  truly, 

February  26,  1868.  JAMES. 

Here  is  a  very  excellent  opiate  and  one  that  patients 
would  no  doubt  be  willing  to  take  quite  often : 

DoLLT  ; — Enclosed  find  $-50.  Sleep,  Dolly,  all  the 
sleep  yon  can  to-day — every  little  bit  t  Sleep,  Dolly  ! 
I  feel  as  if  three  cents'  worth  of  clams  would  help  me 
some. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  F.  Jr. 
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"  Josie  "  is  reminded  that  there  are  other  ties,  and 
that  "  my  femily  "  does  not  include  her : 

Monday  Morning. 
I  am  going  to  the  San  Francisco  Minstrels  with  iny 
family.     If  Mr.  L.  was  here  I  should  ask  him  to  take 
you.     Shall  see  you  to-morrow  evening. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  F.,  Je. 

How  he  made  amends  for  preferring  his  femily  for 
one  night  only,  appears  from  the  following  sent  to 
"  Josie  "  next  day : 

Dolly: — Enclosed  find .     I  am  wrong,  but  am 

bothered.  I  will  come  right.  When  I  don't  come 
don't  wait.  You  shall  not  be  placed  as  you  were  t(>- 
night. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  FISK,Je. 
Wedne^ay  Evening. 
Have  the  kindness  to  acknowledge. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  F.,Jr. 
Feb.,  22, 1868. 

Hon.  William  M,  Tweed, "  Boss  "  of  Tammany,  and 
the  partner  of  Sir  Morton  Peto,  the  great  English 
financier,  are  to  dine  at  "  Josie's "  with  Fisk.  No 
doubt  the  gentlemen  felt  highly  honored  by  the  priv- 
ilege of  such  extraordinary  company. 

187  West  Street,  Tuesday  Oct.  13, 1868. 
My  Dear  Josie  : — James  McHenry,  the  partner  of 
Sir  Morton  Peto,  the  largest  railway  builder  in  the 
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world,  Mr.  Tweed  and  Mr.  Lane,  will  dine  with  us 
at  half-past  six  o'clock.  I  want  you  to  provide  as  nice 
a  dinner  as  possible.  Everything  went  off  elegantly. 
We  are  all  sale.     Will  see  you  at  six  o'clock. 

JAMES  FISK,  Jk. 
Paterfamilias  orders  his  valise  packed; 

Monday  Aug.  2,  1869. 
Dear  JosiE: — Send  my  valise,  with  two  shirts,  good 
collars,  vest,  handkerchiefs,  black  velvet  coat,  nice  vest, 
patent  leather  shoes,  light  pants.  I  am  going  to 
Long  Branch  to  see  about  the  calerye.  Inclosed  find 
twenty-five  dollars.     Be  back  in  the  morning. 

J.  F.,  Jr. 
More  money  sent : 

St.  James  Hotel,  Sunday  Oct.  18, 1869. 
Dear  Josie: — Inclosed  you  will  find  one  hundred 
and  ibrtj-thtee  dollars. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 

The  following  is  rather  an  humble  inquiry.  There 
must  have  been  aome  little  jarring.  Fisk  evidently 
was  penitent,  wanted  to  make  up  and  be  on  good 
terms  with  his  "Dolly."  He  wrote  like  one  who  had 
been  locked  out  in  the  cold  over  night  and  did  not  enjoy 
the  exp  osure  and  exile  from  home : 

Fehruary  10,  1869. 
Mt  Dear  Dolly  ; — Will  you  see  me  this  morning  1 
If  so,  what  hour? 

Yours,  truly,  ever, 

JAMES. 
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"Whether  "  Dolly  "  saw  him,  or  not  is  a  matter 
unrecorded,  but  judging  from  the  following  dispatch 
four  days  later  and  the  enclosure  made  in  March,  the 
presumption  is  that  the  difference  was  duly  healed. 

WORCHESTEB,  MasS. 

[Received  at  Thirtieth  street,  FAruary  H,  1870.] 
To  H.  J.  Mansfield,  350  West  Twenty-third  street. 

On  the  three  o'clock  train  from  Boston,  Shall  be 
in  New  York  at  twelre. 

J.  F.,  Ja. 
(13  D.  H.) 

March  10. 
Deab    Dollt; — -Inclosed  find    seventy-five  dollars, 
which  yon  need ;  do  not  wait  dinner  for  me  to-night ; 
I  cannot  come. 

Yours,  truly,  ever, 

JAMES. 

Miss  Mansfield  was  a  shrewd,  far-sighted,  sharp, 
calculating  woman  of  the  world.  She  knew  that  any 
moment  some  new  attraction  might  arise  that  would 
transfer  Fisk's  affections  to  another.  She,  therefore,  de- 
termined to  "  make  hay  whilst  the  sun  shone."  She 
demanded  of  her  suitor  a  "  settlement."  The  little  sums 
of  money  received  fi-om  time  to  time  were  well  enough 
in  their  way ;  they  provided  for  present  needs,  but 
made  no  provision  for  the  future.  On  the  28th  of 
January  1870,  "Josie"  renewed  het  demand  for  a 
settlement  on  her  of  the  sum  of  $25,000,  and  threat- 
ened to  leave  "  Prince  Erie  "  if  he  refused  compliance. 
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On  the  following  day  "  Josie  "  wrote  him  a  letter  sus- 
pending their  relations  until  Fiak  granted  her  request 
To  this  letter  Fisk  made  a  studied,  formal,  weak, 
foolish,  reply  as  follows : 

Sunday  Evening,  Fe6.  1, 1870. 
Mt  Dear  Josib: — I  received  your  letter.  The  tenor 
does  not  surprise  me  much.  Yo«  alone  sought  the 
issue  and  the  reward  will  belong  to  you.  I  cannot, 
allow  you  to  depart  believing  yourself  what  you  write, 
and  must  say  to  you,  which  you  know  full  well,  that 
all  the  diiferences  could  have  been  settled  by  a  kiss 
in  the  right  spirit,  and  in  after  days  I  should  feel 
very  kindly  toward  you  out  of  memory  of  the  great 
love  I  have  home  for  you.  I  never  was  aware  that 
you  admitted  a  fault.  I  have  many — God  knows,  too 
many — and  that  has  brought  me  the  trouble  of  ihe 
day.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  future,  for  full  well  I 
know  the  spirit  you  take  it  in.  "You  know  me," 
and  the  instincts  of  your  heart  will  weigh  me  out  in 
the  right  scale.  I  will  give  you  no  parting  advice- 
You  have  been  well  schooled  in  that,  and  can  tell  chaff 
from  wheat,  and  probably  are  as  strong  to-night  ^ 
the  humble  writer  of  this  letter.  The  aetiona  of  the  past 
must  be  the  right  way  to  think  of  me ;  and  from  them, 
day  by  day,  !■  hope  amy  comparison  which  you  may 
m«k«  from  writing  in  the  fixture  will  be  fovoxable  for 
me.  A  longer  letter  ftom  me  might  be  much  of  an 
advertisement  of  my  weakness,  and  the  only  grrat 
idea  I  would  impress-on  ybur  mind  is  how  wrong  you 
are  when  you  say  that  I  have  "  grown  tired  of  you." 
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Wrong,  wrong !  Never  excuse  yourself  on  that  in 
afler  years.  Don't  try  to  teach  your  heart  that,  for  it 
is  a  lie,  and  you  are  falsifying  yourself  to  your  own 
soul. 

No  more.  Like  the  Arabs,  we  will  fold  our  tents 
and  quietly  steal  away,  and  when  we  spread  them  next 
we  hope  it  will  be  where  the  "  woodbine  twineth," 
over  the  river  Jordan,  on  the  bright  and  beautiful  banks 
of  heaven. 

From  yours,  ever, 

JAMES. 

Josie  repented,  receded  and  sent  for  Fisk  to 
come  and  see  her ;  the  quarrel  was  made  up  and  pleas- 
ant relations  resumed.  Four  months  later  the  corres- 
pondence began  afresh. 

My    Deae  Josie  : — Enclosed  find  your  request     I 
will  send  to  the  Fifth  avenue  for  the  things.     I  cannot 
go  to  the  house  as  much  as  I  would  Uke  to. 
Yours, 

JAMES. 

May  6,  1870. 

Comptbollee's  Office,  Erie  Railway  Cohpant, 

New  York,  May,  1810. 
Dolly  : — What  do  you  think  of  this  man  %    I  told 
him  you  would  talk  to  him,  and  then  tell  him  to  come 
back   to  me  next  Monday,  and  I  will  talk  to   you 
about  it 

Yours  ever. 

JAMES. 
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A  new  trouble  arose,  however,  when  Montaland 
aTiived  from  Paris,  "  Prince  Erie  "  paid  court  to  her, 
to  the  neglect  of  Miss  Mansfield,  but  then "  Josie  " 
had  a  new  suitor  in  Edward  S.  Stokes,  and  should  have 
been  satisfied.  She,  however,  was  not,  and  revolted, 
scolded  and  threatened  Fisk  with  separation,  Fisk 
apologized : 

August  1,  1870. 

My  Dear  Josie: — I  send  you  a  letter  I  found  to  my 
care  on  my  desk.  I  cannot  come  to  you  to-night.  I 
shall  stay  in  town  to-night,  and  probably  to-morrow 
night,  and  after  that  I  must  go  East.  On  my  return 
I  shall  come  to  see  you.  I  am  sure  you  will  say, 
"  What  a  fool ! "  But  you  must  rest  and  so  must  L 
The  thread  is  so  slender  I  dare  not  strain  it  more.  I 
am  sore,  but  God  made  me  so,  and  I  have  not  the 
power  to  change  it. 

Loving  you,  as  none  hut  you. 

I  am  yours  ever, 

JAMES. 

Fisk  discovered  a  plotting  against  his  "peace  of 
mind  "  and  reports  his  discovery  to  "  Josie." 

August  4,  1810. 
Deas  Josie  : — I  found  on  my  arrival  at  ray  oiKce 
that  the  following  dispatch  had  passed  West  last  night : 

E.  S,  Stokes,  Buffalo  and  Saratoga  Springs. 

Pay  no  attention  to  former  dispatch.  Come  on 
first  train.  Rake. 
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Of  course  it  means  nothing  that  you  are  aware  of. 
But  let  me  give  you  the  author  of  it  and  my  authority, 
and  you  will  see  how  faithfully  they  have  worked  the 
ease  out  after  my  departure  last  evening.  Miss  Pieris 
drove  directly  to  Rane's  office  ;  from  there  to  the  cor* 
ner  of  Twenty-second  street  and  Broadway,  where  the 
above  dispatch  was  sent,  and  from  there  to  RuUey's, 
A  third  party  was  with  them,  but  who  left  them  there  ? 
Rane  and  Pieris,  why  should  they  heed  Stokes  1 
"  Comment  is  unnecessary " — a  plotting  house  and 
against  me.  What  have  "  I  done  "  that  Nully  Pieris 
should  work  against  my  peace  of  mind. 
Yours  truly,  ever, 

JAMES. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within  I  understand  a  dis- 
patch has  reached  New  York  that  he  is  on  his  way. 
JAMES. 

Fisk,  though  oifended,  is  still  willing  to  help  "  Josie  " 
pay  bills : 

Augrtst  14,  1S70. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  $400  for  your  little  matters. 
You  told  me  when  I  saw  you  last  you  would  send  me 
your  bills,  which  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive  and  they 
shall  have  my  attention  at  once.  Your  letter  would 
require  a  little  time  to  prepare  a  right  answer  to,  so  I 
will  answer  it  more  fully  by  to-morrow,  when  I  can 
look  it  more  carefully  over.  I  am  very  happy  to  know 
that  you  have  acted  from  no  impulse  in  leaving  me, 
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but  that  it  wag  a  long  matured  plan.     I  hope  you 
have  made  no  mistake. 

Yours  truly,  ever, 

JAMES  FISK,  Jr. 

Miss  Mansfield  finally  failed  to  obtain  from  Fisk 
a  large  sum  of  money  as  a  maintenance,  and  there- 
fore gave  him  notice  that  she  would  discontinne  his 
acquaintance.  There  were  undoubtedly  some  sharp 
letters  passed  which  have  not  been  preserved.  Here 
however  is  one  from  "Josie"  that  tells  the  whole 
Btory : 

James  Fisk,  Jr.— 

That  your  letter  had  the  desired  effect  you  can  well 
imagine.  I  am  honest  enough  to  admit  it  cut  me  to 
the  quick.  In  all  the  annals  of  letter  writing  I  may 
say  it  eclipsed  them  all.  Your  secretary  made  a  slight 
error,  however,  in  supposing  that  Mile.  Montaland  was 
mentioned.  The  only  prima  donna  I  referred  to  was 
"  Miss  Pieris."  As  you  say,  Mile,  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  my  affairs.  I  have  ahvays  respected 
her,  and  only  thought  of  her  as  one  of  the  noblest 
works  of  God — beautiful  and  talented  and  your  choice 
—never  referring  to  her  in  my  letter  in  thought  or 
word.  I  freely  admit  that  I  never  expected  so  severe 
a  letter  from  you.  I,  of  course,  feel  that  it  was  un- 
merited, but,  as  it  is  your  opinion  of  me,  I  accept  it 
with  all  the  stings.  You  have  struck  home,  and,  I 
may  say,  turned  the  knife  around.  I  will  send  you  the 
picture  you  speak  of  at  once.    The  one  in  the  parlor  I 
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will  also  dispose  of.  I  know  of  nothing  else  here  that 
you  would  wish.  I  am  anxious  to  adjust  our  aifairs. 
I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  annoy  you,  and  that  I  may 
oe  able  to  do  so,  I  write  you  this  last  letter.  You 
have  told  me  very  often  that  you  held  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of  mine  in  your  keepin*. 
I  do  not  know  if  it  is  so,  but  that  I  may  be  able  to 
shape  my  affairs  permanently  for  the  future  that  a 
part  of  the  amount  would  place  me  in  a  position  where 
I  never  would  have  to  appeal  to  you  for  aught.  I 
have  never  had  one  dollar  from  any  <me  eUe,  and  ar- 
riving here  from  the  Branch,  expecting  my  affairs  with 
you  to  continue,  I  contracted  bills  that  I  would  not 
otherwise  have  dona  I  do  not  ask  for  anything  1 
have  not  been  led  to  suppose  was  mine,  and  do  not 
ask  you  to  settle  what  is  not  entirely  convenient  for 
you.  After  a  time  I  shall  sell  my  house,  but  for  the 
present  think  it  best  to  remain  in  it  The  money  I 
speak  of  would  place  me  where  I  should  not  need  the 
assistance  of  any  one. 

The  ring  I  take  back  as  fairly  as  I  gave  it  you ; 
the  mate  to  it  I  shall  keep  for  company.  Why  you 
should  say  I  obtained  this  house  by  robbery  I  cannot 
imagine ;  however,  you  know  best.  I  am  sorry  that 
your  associations  with  me  were  detrimental  to  you,  and 
I  would  gladly,  with  you  (were  it  possible),  obliterate 
the  last  three  years  of  my  life's  history  ;  but  it  is  not 
possible,  and  we  must  straggle  to  outlive  our  past.  I 
trust  you  will  take  the  sense  of  this  letter  as  it  is 
meant,  and  that  there  can  be  be  no  mistake   I  send 
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this  by  Etta,  and  what  you  do  not  understand  she  will 
explain. 

To  this  and  other  letters,  Fisk  made  the  following 
reply: 

New  York,  Oct.  1,  1870. 

Mrs.  Mansfield  : — There  can  be  no  question  as  to 
the  authority  of  the  letter  which  was  handed  to  me 
yesterday  by  your  servant,  in  this  respect  differing 
from  the  epistle  which  you  say  you  received  from 
Miss  Pieris,  and  which,  in  your  opinion,  required  the 
united  efforts  of  herself.  Mile.  Montaland  and  myself 
Certainly  the  composition  should  be  good  if  these  two 
parties  had  combined  to  produce  it.  But  the  slight 
mistake  you  make  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
letter  referred  to  was  never  seen  by  me,  and  I  pre- 
sume Mile.  Montaland  is  equally  ignorant  of  its  exist- 
ence, as  it  is  not  likely  she  troubled  herself  about  your 
affairs.  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  she  assisted  Miss 
Pieris  in  composing  the  letter,  and  the  credit  is  there- 
fore due  to  Miss  Pieris  for  superior  talent  in  corre- 
spondence. As  far  as  the  great  exposure  you  speak  of 
is  concerned,  that  is  a  dark  story  upon  which  I  have 
no  light,  and  as  I  fail  to  see  it  1  cannot  of  course 
understand  it  I  have  endeavored  to  put  your  jumbled 
letter  together  in  order  to  arrive  at  your  meaning, 
and  I  preeame  I  have  some  idea  of  what  you  wish  to 
convey;  but  as  your  statemefits  lack  the  important 
element  of  truth  they  cannot,  of  course,  have  any 
weight  with  me.  You  may  not  be  to  blame  for  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  you  have  shown  great  kindness 
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to  Miss  Pieria  and  others,  and  that  they  are  under 
great  obligations  to  you  for  favors  coutened.  The 
habit  of  constantly  imagining  that  you  were  the  real 
author  of  all  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  others  would 
naturally  affect  a  much  better  balanced  brain  than 
yours,  and  in  time  you  would  come  to  believe  that 
you  alone  had  the  power  to  distribute  the  good  things 
to  those  around  you,  utterly  forgetful  of  him  who  was 
behind  the  scenes  utterly  unnoticed.  Can  you  blame, 
then,  those  from  whose  eye?  the  veil  has  fallen,  and 
who  see  you  in  your  true  light  as  the-  giver  of  others' 
charities  ?  I  would  not  trouble  myself  to  answer  your 
letters,  and  I  do  not  consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  you  to 
give  you  a  final  expression  of  my  opinion.  In  venting 
your  spite  on  Miss  Pieris  (with  whose  affairs,  by  the 
way,  I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do)  you  have  written 
a  letter,  in  answering  which  you  afforded  me  an  op- 
portunity of  conveying  to  you  my  ideas  respecting  the 
theories  which  you  have  taken  every  opportunity  to 
express  to  those  around  you,  and  which  many  people 
have  considered  merely  the  emanations  of  a  crazy 
brain.  I  could  not  coincide  with  this  view,  for  crazy 
people  are  not  inclined  to  do  precisely  as  they  please, 
either  right  or  wrong,  and  so  long  as  they  are  loose  I 
consider  them  sane,  and  therefore  I  could  not  put  that 
construction  on  your  conversation.  As  for  Miss  Pieris 
being  "  a  snake  in  the  grass,"  I  care  but  little  about 
that  She  can  do  me  neither  harm  nor  good.  I  have 
done  all  that  has  been  done  for  her  during  the  past 
year.  She  comes  to  me  and  says :  "  Sir,  you  have 
been  my  friend ;  you  have  assisted  me  in  my  troubles. 
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and  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  ray  heart."  That 
is  a  full  and  sufficient  recompense  for  me  for  any  good 
I  may  have  done  her,  and  she  can  return.  If  she  be 
a  snake  in  the  grass  I  know  full  well  her  sting  is  gone 
and  she  is  harmless.  But  what  think  you  of  a  woman 
who  would  veil  my  eyes,  firat  by  a  gentle  kiss,  and 
afterward,  night  and  day,  for  weeks,  months  and  years, 
by  deceit  and  fraud,  to  lead  me  through  the  dark  valley 
of  trouble,  when  she  could  have  made  my  path  one  of 
roses,  committing  crimes  which  a  devil  incarnate  would 
shrink  from,  while  all  this  time  I  showed  to  her,  as  to 
you,  nothing  but  kindness,  both  in  words  and  actions, 
laying  at  your  feet  a  soul,  a  heart,  a  fortune  and  a 
reputation  which  had  cost  by  night  and  day  twenty- 
five  years  of  perpetual  stru^le,  and  which,  but  for  the 
black  blot  of  having  in  an  evil  hour  linked  itself  with 
you,  would  stand  out  to-day  brighter  than  any  ever 
seen  upon  earth.  But  the  mist  has  fallen,  and  you 
appear  in  your  true  light.  I  borrow  your  own  words 
to  describe  you,  "  a  snake  in  the  grass,"  and  verily,  I 
have  found  thee  out ;  and  you  have  the  audacity  to 
call  your  sainted  mother  to  witness  your  advice  to  me. 
"A  dog  that  bites,"  &c.,  &c. 

You  accuse  her  of  leading  you  on  and  of  ever  stand- 
ing ready  to  make  appointments  for  you.  The  tone 
of  your  letter  is  such  that  you  seem  willing  to  shoulder 
the  load  of  guilt  under  which  an  ordinary  criminal 
would  stagger.  I  believe  you  have  arrived  at  that 
state  when  no  amount  of  guilt  will  disturb  your  seren- 
ity  or  prevent  your  having  sweet  dreams,  and  we  still 
shall  see  you  crawl  "  a  snake  in  the  grass." 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


360  LIFE  OF  JAMES  FISE,  JB. 

How  I  worship  the  night,  I  said,  "  Get  thee 
behind  me,  Satan !"  The  few  weeks  that  have 
elapsed  eince  that  blessed  hour,  how  I  bless  them  for 
the  peace  of  mind  they  have  brought  me  !  Again  the 
world  looks  bright  and  I  have  a  being.  You  imagined 
I  would  pursue  you  again,  and  yon  thought  I  would 
endeavor  to  tear  down  the  castle  you  had  obtained  by 
robbery.  God  knows  that  if  I  am  an  element  so  lost 
to  every  feeling  of  decency  as  to  be  willing  to  link 
itself  with  you,  I  will  assist  and  foster  it,  so  that  it 
will  keep  you  from  crawling  towards  me  and  prevent 
me  from  looking  on  you  as  a  snake,  as  you  are,  and 
from  raising  a  hand  in  pity  to  assist  you,  should  trouble 
again  cross  your  path.  So  I  have  no  fears  that  I  will 
again  come  near  you.  I  send  you  back  a  ring ;  and, 
were  I  to  write  anything  about  it,  the  words  would  be 
only  too  decent  for  the  same,  were  they  couched  in 
the  worst  of  language.  So  I  say,  take  it  back.  Its 
memory  is  indecent,  and  it  is  the  last  souvenir  I  have 
that  reminds  me  of  you.  I  had  a  few  pictures  of  you, 
but  they  have  found  a  place  among  the  nothings  which 
fill  the  wiiste  basket  under  my  table.  I  am  aware 
that  in  your  back  parlor  hangs  the  picture  of  the  man 
who  gave  you  the  wall  to  hang  it  on ;  and  rumor  says 
you  have  another  in  your  chMuber.  The  pictuie  up- 
stairs send  back  to  me.  Take  the  other  down,  for  he 
whom  it  represents  has  no  respect  for  you.  After  you 
read  this  letter,  you  should  be  ashamed  to  look  at  the 
picture,  for  you  would  say,  "  With  all  thy  faults  I  love 
thee  still,"  and  what  would  be  merely  the  same  oft- 
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repeated  lie.    So  take  it  down.    Do  not  keep  anything 
in  that  house  that  looks  Uke  me, 

If  there  are  any  unsettled  business  matters  that  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  arrange,  eend  them  to  me,  and 
make  the  explanation  as  brief  as  possible. 

I  fain  would  reach  the  point  where  not  even  the 
slightest  necessity  will  exist  for  any  intercourse 
between  us.    I  am  in  hopes  this  will  end  it 

JAMES  FISK,  Jfi. 

Four  days  later,  Fisk  sent  the  following : 

New  York,  Orf.  4, 1870. 

After  the  departure  of  Etta  to-day  I  wasted  time 
enough  to  read  over  once  more  the  letter  of  which  she 
was  the  bearer  from  you  to  me,  and  I  determined  to 
reply  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  if  it  remained  unan- 
swered you  might  possibly  think  I  did  not  really  mean 
what  I  said  when  I  wrote ;  and,  besides,  I  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  friendly  talk  carried  on  through  Etta, 
at  second  hand,  between  you  and  me,  might  lead  you 
to  suppose  I  had  somewhat  repented  of  the  course  I 
had  taken,  or  of  the  words  I  had  penned.  It  is  to  re- 
move any  such  impression  that  I  again  write  to  you, 
as  I  would  have  the  language  of  my  former  letter  and 
the  sentiments  therein  expressed  stamped  upon  your 
heart  as  my  deep-seated  opinion  of  your  character.  No 
other  construction  must  be  put  upon  my  words.  I 
turn  over  the  first  page  of  your  letter ;  I  pass  over  the 
kind  words  you  have  written ;  have  I  not  furnished  a 
satisfactory  mansion  for  others'  use  1  Have  I  not  ful- 
filled  every  promise   I  have   made  X     is  there    not  a 
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Stability  about  your  finances  to-day  (if  not  disturbed 
by  vultures)  sufficient  to  afford  you  a  comfortable 
income  for  the  remainder  of  your  natural  life  1  You 
say  you  have  never  received  a  dollar  from  any  one  but 
me,  and  you  will  never  have  another  from  me,  until 
want  and  misery  bring'  you  to  my  door,  except,  of 
course,  in  fulfilment  of  my  sacred  promise,  and  the 
settlement  of  your  bills  up  to  three  weeks  ago,  at  five 
minutes  to  eleven  o'clock. 

You  need  not  have  any  fear  as  to  my  sensitiveness 
regarding  your  calling  on  any  one  else  for  assistance,  as  I 
find  the  word  "  assistance"  underlined  in  your  letter  to 
make  it  the  more  impressive  on  my  mind.  That  of 
all  others  is  the  point  I  would  have  you  reach ;  for 
in  that  you  would  say,  "  Why,  man,  how  beautiful  you 
are  to  look  at,  but  nothing  to  lean  on  !"  And  you 
may  well  imagine  my  surprise  at  the  selection  of  the 
element  you  have  chosen  to  fill  my  place  (Stokes).  I 
was  shown  to-day  his  diamonds,  which  had  been 
sacrificed  to  our  people  at  one-half  their  value,  and 
undoubtedly  if  this  were  not  so,  the  money  would  have 
been  turned  over  to  you,  that  you  might  feel  contented 
as  to  the  permanency  of  your  affairs.  You  will 
therefore  excuse  me  if  I  decline  your  modest  request 
for  a  still  farther  disbursement  of  $25,000.  I  very 
naturally  feel  that  some  part  of  this  amount  might  be 
used  to  release  from  the  pound  the  property  of  others 
in  whose  welfare  the  writer  of  this  does  not  feel  un- 
bounded interest. 

You  say  that  you  hope  I  will  make  sense  of  your 
letter.     There  is  but  one  sense  to  be  taken  out  of  it. 
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and  that  is  an  "  epitaph,"  to  be  cut  on  tlie  stone  at  the 
liead  of  the  grave  in  which  Miss  Helen  Josephine 
Mansfield  has  buried  her  pride.  Had  she  been  the 
same  proud-spirited  girl  that  she  was  when  she  stood 
side  by  side  with  me — the  power  behind  tlie  throne — 
she  would  not  have  humbled  herself  to  ask  a  perma- 
nency of  one  whom  she  had  so  deeply  wronged,  nor 
would  she  stoop  to  be  indebted  to  htm  for  a  home 
which  would  have  furnished  a  haven  of  rest,  pleasure 
and  debauchery  without  cost  to  those  who  had  crossed 
his  path  and  robbed  him  of  the  friendship  he  once  felt. 
The  length  of  time  since  I  had  her  and  the  kind  words 
she  spoke  left  my  mind  ill  prepared  for  the  perusal  of 
your  letter  at  that  time,  and  it  was  not  until  after  her 
departure,  when  I  was  seated  quietly  alone,  that  I  took 
in  the  full  intent  and  meaning  of  your  letter,  and  felt 
that  it  was  "  robbery"  and  nothing  else.  Now,  pin 
this  letter  with  the  other.  The  front  of  this  is  the  back 
of  that,  and  you  will  have  a  telescopic  view  of  yourself 
and  your  character  as  you  appear  to  me  to-day ;  and 
then  I  ask  you  to  turn  back  some  pages  of  your  life's 
history,  counting  each  page  one  week  of  your  life,  and 
see  how  I  looked  to  thee  then,  and  ask  your  own  guilty 
heart  if  you  had  not  better  let  me  alone ;  and  instead 
of  trying  to  answer  this  letter  from  your  disorganized 
brain,  or  writing  from  the  dictation  of  those  around 
you  to-day,  simply  take  a  piece  of  paper  and  write  on 
it  the  same  as  I  do  now,  so  far  as  we  are  now,  or  ever 
may  be,  "Dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes.     Amen." 

J.  F.,  Jk. 
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Fisk  maintained  that  after  Josie  left  him  and  went 
with  Stokes,  that  Stokes  ought  to  pay  the  bills,  and 
Fisk  thue  writes  to  Josie  : 

(J.  F.,  Jr.)  [monogram,] 

Oct.  19, 1870. 
Madame; — Enclosed  I  send  you  bill  of  Harris  re- 
ceipted, and  I  also  beg  to  hand  you  $126.29,  being  the 
honest  proportion  of  the  Bassford  bill  which  belongs  to 
me  to  pay.  I  should  have  made  the  word  "honest"  more 
definite,  for  had  not  Mr.  Bassford  to  put  the  dates  to 
the  bill,  as  he  had  received  instructions  from  Miss 
Mansfield  to  have  the  bill  all  under  the  date  of  June  8th, 
1870,  although  ($146.  26)  the  amount  of  the  goods,  as 
bought  by  you  or  your  agent,  was  sent  at  a  much  later 
date  \  I  should  not  suppose  you  would  care  to  place 
yourself  in  the  Kght  that  this  bill  puts  you,  knowing  as 
as  I  do  the  instructions  that  you  gave  Mr.  Bassford.  I 
had  supposed  you  "  honest,"  but  I  find  that  a  trace  of 
that  virtue  does  not  even  cling  to  you. 

I  am,  yours, 

J.  F.,  Ja. 

Depaetmest  of  Fihakce, 

New  York,  Oct.  20,  1870. 
Madam  : — You  know  I  would  not  wrong  you  and  I 
would  take  baek  all  ray  acts  when  there  could  be  a 
shadow  of  doubt  that  you  were  right  and  I  was  wrong ; 
and  let  me  speak  of  the  other  harsh  letters  I  have 
written.  I  wrote  them  because  you  had  wronged  me 
positively,  because  you  had  placed  between  me  and 
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my  life,  my  hope  and  my  happiness,  an  eternal  gulf, 
and  I  felt  sore  and  revengeful,  and  on  those  letters  J 
am  now  the  same.  It  would  be  idle  for  me  to  write 
aught  about  them  or  abonj  wa,  when  I  could  talk  to 
you  there.  You  did  not  listen.  I  presume  it  to  be 
the  same  now.  The  entire  connection  is  like  a  dream 
to  me,  a  fearful  dream,  from  which  I  have  awoke,  and, 
while  dreaming,  supposed  my  soul  had  gone  out;  and 
the  awakening  tells  me  I  am  saved,  and,  from  the  em- 
bers of  the  late  fire,  there  smoulders  no  spirit  of  re- 
venge  towards  you,  for  you  acted  right,  and  the  wrong 
only  came  to  me  from  you  because  you  did  not  act 
sooner,  and  I  would  not  believe  that  any  power  oc 
earth  would  make  any  question  of  money,  influence  ir 
or  come  between  me  and  the  holy  feehng  I  once  ha.i 
for  you.  I  sent  John  to  Bassford's,  and  they  told  bin; 
what  I  said,  or  he  told  me  so,  that  you  left  word  that 
the  dates  of  the  bill  should  not  be  changed.  But 
what  does  it  matter  whether  it  is  so  or  not  2  I  cannot 
feel  that  you  would  do  it,  and  something  says  to  me 
this  was  one  of  the  things  she  was  not  like.  So  I  pass 
it  by,  and  if  the  letters  of  last  night  or  to-day  are  not 
like  me  you  can  wash  the  bad  act  out  from  your 
memory,  and  leave  but  the  one  idea  that  I  want  to  do 
my  duty  and  fulfil  every  unsettled  relic.  At  least  in 
my  heart  rests  no  remorse,  for  the  memory  is  too 
deeply  seated,  and  I  would  cherish  all  that  is  good 
about  you,  and  forget  forever  the  bad.  Of  late  you 
have  thought  different  from  me  (this  may  be  imaginary 
on  my  part),  for  which  I  think  you  give  me  all  the 
credit  you  can.     We  have  parted  forever.     Now,  let 
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US  make  the  memory  of  the  past  as  bright  and  beauti- 
ful as  we  can ;  for  on  my  side  there  is  so  little  to 
cherish  that  I  cling  to  it  with  great  tenacity,  and  hope 
from  time  to  time  to  wear  it  off.  You  know  full  well 
how  I  have  suffered.  Once  you  knew  me  better  than 
any  one  on  earth.  To-day  you  know  me  less.  It  is  the 
proper  light  for  you  to  stand  in.  It  is  all  yon  desire 
on  your  side.     It  is  all  yon  deserve  nn  mine. 

This  letter  should  remain  and  be  read  only  by  you. 
Should  you  see  fit  to  answer  it,  the  answer  will  be  the 
same  way  kept  by  me.  There  has  been  a  storm. 
The  ship,  a  noble  steamer,  has  gone  down.  The 
storm  is  over  and  the  sea  is  smooth  again. 

Little  ships  should  keep  near  shore ; 
Greater  ships  can  venture  more. 

"  My  ship  is  small  and  poorly  officered." 
I  am  yours,  ever,  etc.,  etc., 

J.  F.,  Jb. 

P.  S. — I  would  have  liked  to  have  answered  your  let- 
ter in  full,  but,  as  you  say,  I  have  not  a  well-balanced 
brain,  and  I  know  I  could  not  do  justice  to  a  letter  of 
that  kind,  so  refrain,  and  content  to  let  the  sentiments 
of  it  "  know  and  fret  me." 

There  was  then  an  unsuccessful  attempt  at  reconcili- 
ation, after  which  Flsk  writes  another  letter. 

October  25,  1870. 
Why  should  I  write  you  agfiin.     Shall  I  ever  reach 
the  end.    There  comes  another  and  another  chapter, 
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until  I  get  weary  with  the  entire  affair.  I  would 
forget  it,  and  no  doubt  you  would  the  same.  The 
mistake  yesterday  was  almost  the  mistake  of  a  life- 
time for  me.  Who  supposed  for  an  instant  that  you 
would  cross  my  path  again  in  a  spirit  of  suhmission, 
and  with  a  contrite  spirit  t  You  have  done  that  you 
should  be  sorry  for,  and  I  the  same  in  permitting  it. 
This  cannot  be,  and  I  shall  write  you  the  final  letter, 
and  I  shall  see  you  no  more.  I  told  you  that  much 
yesterday  evening,  and  still  I  write  it  to  yon  again. 
Yes,  for  the  reason  I  treated  you  falsely  last  night, 
and  I  left  you  with  a  different  impression,  and  I  would 
put  that  right  You  acted  so  differently  from  your 
nature  that  I  forgive  you,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to 
bring  my  mind  to  bear  how  I  could  take  you  back 
again.  First,  the  devil  stood  behind,  and  my  better 
reason  gave  way  for  the  moment,  and  I  came  away, 
telling  you  I  would  see  you  no  more.  When  your 
better  character  comes  in  contact  with  mine  we  are  so 
much  alike  that  much  of  what  is  said,  like  that  last 
night,  had  better  been  unsaid.  All  now  looks  blight 
and  beautiful,  and  my  better  nature  trembles  at  ideas 
that  were  expressed  last  night.  But  that  I  should 
have  left  on  your  mind  an  idea  that  you  could  control 
me  is  erroneous.  There  are  truths  in  this  affair, 
and  they  must  be  spoken.  You  have  gone  out  from 
one  element  and  have  taken  another  (Stokes),  and  for 
you  to  turn  back,  either  when  you  are  situated  that 
way,  oT  when  even  you  could  say  that  element  had 
gone,  should  make  no  difference  to  me.  It  was  you 
that  took  the  step  and  you  should  and  shall  suffer  the 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


368  LIFE  OP  JAMES  flSK,  JH. 

consequences.     Supposing  the  part  you  took  last  night 
and  yesterday  aiternoon  was  one  of  truth,  if  not,  and 

I . 

Again,  if  you  were  not  dealing  from  your  heart  in 
what  took  place,  and  I  hope  it  was  not  true,  then  there 
are  no  consequences  and  no  suffering  for  you  to  en- 
dure. Why,  it  has  been  many  a  long  year  since  I 
could  say  to  myself  that  I  had  committed  such  a  folly. 
To  find  another  like  yesterday  would  bring  me  back 
almost  to  childhood.  To  imagine  that  I  should  have 
again  crossed  your  threshold,  and  crossed  it,  too,  de- 
liberately knowing  that  the  same  facts  existed  that 
had  given  me  all  my  trouble  and  made  me  this  sorrow 
— why,  it  is  devilish.  I  told  you  that  I  had  passed 
the  realm  where  I  had  forgiven  you  all  the  sorrow  yon 
had  made  me,  and  that  I  would  not  murmur ;  I  would 
no.t  find  fault  with  all  that  I  saw.  I  would  fein  tear 
your  image  from  my  mind,  and  I  will.  Why,  I 
Ihought  all  night  last  night,  and  all  day  to-day  of  your 
saying,  "  I  would  rather  be  a  toad,"  etc.,  etc.  Was 
that  written  to  apply  to  me  ^  I  should  say"  so.  Yes. 
Who  knows  what  you  would  not  conceive  1  No  one 
•bat  yourself  And  I  must  weigh  you  carefully,  for  I 
have  nothing  but  a  great  character  to  deal  with,  and  I 
must  meet  things  carefully.  You  might  suppose  you 
could  love  two  and,  perhaps,  more  elements,  and  make 
them  hover  near  you.  Certainly  you  did  last  night, 
and,  forshamfe,  I  Wafi  one  of  them.  But  it  will  never 
Oflcur  ag&in.  For  once  let  us  be  honest.  You  went 
th&trd&d  because  it  looks  smooth  and  pleasant,  and 
mine  looked  rugged  and  worn.    Now,  a  mistake  can- 
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not  be  found  out  too  soon  Travel  further  along,  and 
don't  try  to  turn  so  soon.  I  can  see  you  now,  as  you 
were  last  night,  when  you  talked  of  this  man  (Stokes) ; 
and  do  not  deceive  yourself — you  loved  him.  Yester- 
day there  was  nothing  but  the  breaking, up  of  strong 
pride  and  the  giving  way  of  wilfulness.  Cling  to 
that  one.  Leave  me  alone;  for  in  me  you  have  noth- 
ing left.  Why  ask  me  to  weaken  yourself  with  him? 
All  this  you  must  study;  but  I  pledge  you  to-night 
thstlwUlnot  countenance  even  your  impression  on 
my  mind  until  the  door  is  closed  behind  forever.  For 
what  you  can  gain  from  me  you  probably  cannot  afford 
to  do  that :  so  let  me  advise  you — nourish  him  and 
be  careful.  Nothing  is  so  bad  for  you  as  changes. 
He  loves  you  ;  you  love  him.  You  have  caused  me 
all  the  misery  you  could.  Cling  to  him.  Be  careful 
what  you  do,  for  he  will  be  watchful.  How  well  he 
knows  you  cheated  me.  He  will  look  for  the  same. 
And  now,  as  I  know  precisely  how  you  stand  from 
your  own  lips,  I  will  treat  him  differently.  Although 
you  would  not  protect  him  I  will.  While  he  is  there 
and  until  his  memory  is  buried  forever,  never  ■  ap- 
proach me,  for  I  shall  send  you  away  unseen.  Ever 
be  careful  that  you  do  not  have  the  feeling  that  you 
can  come  back  to  me,  for  there  is  a  wide  gulf  between 
you  and  me.  I  would  not  hold  a  false  hope  out  to  you. 
I  shall  not  trouble  you  more  in  this  letter.  You  have 
the  only  idea  I  can  express  to  you.  You  know  when 
you  can  see  me  again,  if  ever.  The  risk  for  you  is  too 
great.     Loving,  and  suited  as  you  are,  cUng  to  him 
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for  the  present,  and  when  your  nature  grows  tired  of 
that  throw  him  off.  And  so  long  until  it  is  time  for 
you  to  be  weary  and  for  you  to  be  "put  in  your  little 
bed  "  forever,  you  mast  rest  contented.  Bon't  begin 
plotting  to-morrow.  Take  to-morrow  for  thought, 
and  be  governed  by  this  letter,  for  the  writer  has  much 
of  your  destiny  in  his  hands. 

Notwithstanding  their  last  farewell  letter,  Josie  still 
clung  to  Fisk.  She  asked  him  for  favors,  asked  him 
for  money,  which  Fisk,  in  his  good  nature,  almost 
always  gave,  as  we  see  by  the  letter  following ; 

November  1,  1870.' 
Miss  Mansfield  : — I  have  taken  the  steps  for  the 
corn  doctress'  removal  to  a  southern  clime,  where  her 
business  should  be  better,  as  vegetables  of  that  class 
thrive  more  rapidly  there  than  on  our  bleak  shores.  I 
presume  it  will  take  from  two,  or  say  four  days,  before 
I  get  the  passes,  when  they  will  be  sent  to  you. 
Should  she  call  on  von  say  to  her  to  come  back  in  four 
days  and  you  will  have  them  for  her.  I  sent  you  a 
package  by  Maggie  for  what  you  desired  on  Saturd-iy 
evening,  with  a  little  surplus  over  for  trimmingsi 
which  I  hope  you  received.  I  am  of  your  opinion  re- 
garding not  only  Dr.  Pape,  but  all  of  the  doctors. 
You  are  well ;  let  nature  take  its  course.  You  are  in 
too  good  health  to  tamper  with  a  constitution  as  good 
as  yours.  This  is  important  for  your  consideration. 
Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 
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November  10,  1870. 
Enclosed  find  $300.  Please  use.  I  am  very  sorry 
we  could  not  have  arrived  at  a  more  satisfactory  con- 
clusion last  night.  1  did  all  I  could,  and  the  same 
feeling  prevails  o'er  me  now.  ^V^th  a  careful  and 
watchful  manner  you  should  look  at  all  our  affairs. 
You  should  make  no  mistake.  You  told  me  I  should 
hear  from  you  when  you  came  to  a  conclusion.  There- 
fore I  wait  upon  your  early  reply,  and  until  then  I 
must  of  course  pursue  the  same  course  I  have  for  the 
last  six  weeks.  I  hope  we  shall  mutually  understand 
each  other,  for  the  thing  could  be  made,  as  it  should  be 
made,  satisfactory  to  you. 

I  am,  yours, 

JAMES. 

More  Mon-ey  to  Josie. 

Fisk  sent  $1,000  to  Josie  in  November,  with  this 
memorandum: 

Erie  Railway  Company,  Treasurer's  Office,  November 
7th,  ltt70,  receiving  desk — igoOU. 

Wm.  H.  B. 

Erie  Railway  Company,  Treasurer's  Office,  November 
lOth,  lb70,  receiving  desk— $500. 

Wm.  H.  B. 
I'lease  acknowledge  receipt. 

JAMES. 


November  11,  1870. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  the  order  on  Miss  Guthrie, 
which  have  Etta  or  you  present  and  it  will  be  all  right. 
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Mr.  Comer  gave  them  an  order  not  to  deliver  anything 
only  on  my  written  order,  to  stop  the  "  opera  bouffers ;" 
but  present  this  enclosed  order  and  it  will  be  all  right. 
Mrs.  Eeher  was  here  this  morning  and  I  gave  her 
transportation  for  self  and  Michael  to  Charlestown  by 
steamer.  Enclosed  you  will  find  box  at  theatre  in 
•  order  to  get  the  same,  as  it  was  sold.  I  have  con- 
vinced myself  that  I  desire  you  and  yours  to  come. 

Please  answer  the  note,  that  I  may  know  you  are  to 
come. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 

November  12,  1870. 
Enclosed  find  the  letters.  I  was  not  aware  Miss 
Jordan  was  to  come  until  I  saw  her  pass  the  gate- 
keeper, but  that  is  nothing  astonishing,  as  she  is  one 
of  our  regular  customers.  Of  course  I  did  not  send 
her  the  box,  for  she  is  not  in  a  mood  that  I  presume 
such  civilities  would  be  received  from  Fisk,  Jr.  I  am 
glad  you  were  pleased.  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
you  seen  "  Le  Petit  Faust."  At  the  "  Duchesse"  we 
used  old  clothes  and  scenery,  while  in  "  Faust"  all  was 
new.  We  play  "  Faust''  this  afternoon.  Shall  I  send 
you  a  box  ?  And  on  Monday  night  we  give  the  world 
"  our  diamond,"  "  Les  Brigands,"  all  ne\v.  Surely  the 
world  is  machinery.  Am  I  keeping  up  with  it  1  is  the 
question. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES 
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Fisk  was  completely  melted  again  and  still  in  love; 
with  the  woman  to  whom  he  had  written  very  seveie 
letters,  Josie  never  gave  hitn  up.  She  kept  in  his 
way.  By  and  by  Fisk's  love  came  back  The  love 
notes  were  again  written  friendly  as  ever  : 

November  4,  1870. 
Dear  Dolly: — Do  you  really  wish  to  see  a  "brigand" 
at  your  house  to  night ;  if  so  what  hour,  or  from  what 
hour  and  how  late  should  I  call  \  for  I  might  be  able 
to  come  at  eight  or  perhaps  not  till  ten.  Say  what 
hour  and  how  late  is  your  limit  after  the  time  you 
first  say  \ 

JAMES. 

November  15,  1870. 
Enclosed    find  box  for  to-night.     Should  you  find 
you  cannot  use  it,  send  it  back  to  me  in  the  letter. 
Do  j'ou  feel  as  I  said  you  would  this  morning  1     The 
box,  of  course,  is  for  whoever  you  may  invite. 
Yours  ever, 

JAMES.. 

November  16,  18 — . 
Dear  Dolly: — Don't  feel  that  way.  Go  riding, 
and  to-night,  darling,  I  will  take  you  to  rest.  I  sliall 
go  out  at  half-past  three,  and  you  can  safely  look 
ahead,  darling,  for  rest.  It  will  come,  and  we  shall 
be  happy  again. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


376  LIFE  OF  JAMES  FISK,   JR. 

Noven^her  18, 1870. 
Shall  go  to  the  race  to-day,  ami  this  evening  I  am 
engaged  until  late,  and  I  am  afraid  you  \vould  get 
tired  M'aiting  for  the  ring  of  the  bell  or  the  ring  of 
the  door.  So  I  will  not  ask  you  to  wait  my  coming 
unless  it  be  your  wish,  in  which  case  I  will  come  as 
early  as  I  can.     Yours,  &c. 

Enclosed  find  the  Leidunnor  Ball. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 

Monday  Morning. 

Not  time  to  come  up. 

J.  F.,  Jb. 

Tke  Stohes  Sitif'. 

After  Fisk  and  Josie  had  "  made  up,"  Stokes  entered 
the  field  again,  lie  persujided  Jos'e  that  the  letters 
which  Fisk  had  written  were  of  immense  value  to  him. 
and  that  he  would  pay  any  price  rather  than  have 
them  exposed  to  the  g  ize  of  the  public.  So  in  a  fatal 
hour  Josie  consented  to  "go  back"  on  Fisk, 

Fisk  remembered  his  private  correspondence  with 
the  woman  whom  he  had  once  loved,  whom  he  had 
taken  from  poverty  and  made  rich,  with  a  feeling  of 
remorse.  He  fully  comprehended  the  object  of  his 
enemies,  and  met  their  attack  at  once. 

Stokes  failing  to  get  a  settlement  from  Fisk  fur 
his  $200,000  claim,  offered  to  enter  upon  an  arbi- 
tration, and  selected  Clarence  St'ward  to  arbitrate  the 
matter.     Fisk  agreed  to  this.      Clarence  Seward  de- 
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cided  that  Stokes'  claim  was  null  and  void,  but  that 
Fisk  ought  to  pay  Stokes  $10,000  damage  for  the 
night  which  he  spent  in  the  Tombs,  This  Fisk  agreed 
to  do,  provided  Stokes  would  give  up  the  letters  wliich 
he  had  written  to  Josephine  Mansfield.  Stokes  agreed 
to  do  this  and  received  the  $10,000  from  Wm.  H.  Mor- 
gan, Fisk's  attorney,  on  the  30th  .  of  June,  1871. 
Stokes  also  wanted  Fisk  to  pay  his  attorney,  Ira 
Shafer,  $5,000.  This  F^isk  agreed  to  do.  So  he  paid  in 
all,  to  get  these  letters  out  of  Stokes'  iiauds,  $15,000, 
and  Stokes  sent  the  letters  to  Peter  IJ.  Sweeney,  with 
this  letter : 

Hon.  Peter  B.  Swkemet: 

Dear    Sir: — Mr.    Buckley   informed    me    of  your 
desire    to    have  possession  of  Mr.  Ksk's  letters,  ap- 
proved, &c.     I  herewith  send  them  all  to  you. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  S.  STOKES. 

A  release  and  award,  which  was  to  forever  close  t!ie 
dispute,  was  given  by  Stokes  to  Fisk. 

In  bis  efforts  to  defeat  the  schemes  of  Stokes  and 
Miss  Mbusfidd,  and  to  counteract  any  publication  that 
might  be  made  derogatory  to  his  reputation,  Fisk 
induced  one  of  the  servants  from  the  Mansfield  man- 
sion to  make  a  statement  under  oath  of  what  he  over- 
heard in  that  house.  This  extraordinary  affidavit  was 
published  in  the  newspapers  and  created  a  li\'ely  sen- 
sation. 
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It  was  as  follows : 

Supreme  Court. — James  Fisk,  Jr.,  against  Edward 
S.  Stokes,  Helen  Josephine  Mansfield,  and  others — 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. — Richard  E.  King 
being  duly  sworn,  says :  I  am  22  years  of  age,  and  am 
by  occupation  a  waiter;  from  about  the  18th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1810,  to  the  -JOth  of  March,  1871, 1  was  engaged 
in  my  said  capacity  as  waiter  in  the  house  of  Helen 
Josephine  Mansfield  and  Edwin  S.  Stokes,  at  359 
West  Twenty-third  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
I  took  the  place  of  John  Marshall,  who  left  the  em- 
ploy of  the  said  persons  about  the  time  I  commenced 
my  engagement  there,  and  got  the  position  in  answer 
to  an  advertisement  upon  my  own  application  ;  when 
I  went  to  live  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mansfield  and  Mr. 
Stokes,  I  was  told  to  keep  away  from  John  Marshall 
and  all  Mr.  Fisk's  party,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  and  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them,  and  that  that  was 
a  condition  of  my  keeping  my  place;  when  I  went 
there  to  live,  I  found  that  Mr.  Stokes  and  Mrs.  Mans- 
field were  living  there  together  as  man  and  wife;  they 
both  made  that  house  their  home ;  Mr.  Stokes  had 
his  meals  there  almost  invariably  with  Mrs.  Mansfield; 
they  occupied  the  same  room  when  they  retired  at 
night,  and  in  all  respects  conducted  themselves  toward 
one  another  as  is  customary  for  married  people  to  do; 
and  the  said  Stokes  never  failed  to  my  recollection 
to  come  there  and  stay  all  night  with  said  Mansfield 
at  least  twice  a  week,  to-wit,  Saturday  or  Sunday 
nights,  and  Wednesday  or  Thursday  nights. 

The  principal  subject  of  conversation  between  Mr,-. 
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Mansfield,  Mr.  Stokes,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  who,  I 
believe,  is  a  cousin  of  Mrs,  Marisfield,  and  resided 
with  her  from  the  time  I  went  there  to  the  time  I 
left,  was  the  manner  in  which  they  proposed  to  make 
money  out  of  Mr.  Pisk  by  means  of  letters  from  him 
to  said  Mansfield,  which  she  said  she  had,  and  state- 
ments by  said  Mansfield  by  conversations  between 
Mr.  Fisk  and  herself,  by  selling  the  same  to  news- 
paper, or  compelling  him  to  pay  the  money  to  pre- 
vent the  same  being  made  public,  and  they  said  that 
they  could  get  a  large  amount  of  money  out  of  Mr, 
Fisk  in  that  way.  I  waited  upon  them  at  table  at 
dinner,  and  after  dinner  in  their  rooms,  and  heard 
much  of  their  conversation  upon  the  subjects  stated 
in  this  affidavit ;  and  among  other  matters  said  Mans- 
field said  to  said  Stokes  in  my  heaving,  '  I  have  the 
letters,  and  I  will  give  them  to  you  and  let  you  use 
them  to  your  best  advantage,  and  make  all  you  can 
out  of  Mr.  Fisk.  So  you  tulte  care  of  me  and  stick 
to  me  through  life,  1  will  do  all  I  can  to  assist  you  in 
this  matter;  all  I  wish  is  just  to  get  satisfaction  out 
of  that  fellow,  now  the  dog  won't  look  at  me.  I  have 
to  depend  on  all  that  you  can  make,  and  it  worries  me 
to  death,"  Another  time  she  said,  "  Now,  Ed.,  I  have 
given  you  these  letters  ;  you  have  got  them  and  they 
are  yours,  and  now  I  want  you  to  put  them  to  the 
best  advantage,  make  all  you  can  and  take  care  of 
me."  He  said  he  would ;  that  he  had  talked  the 
matter  over  and  knew  there  was  money  in  it,  and  lie 
was  going  right  into  it  heavy.  She  laughed  and  said 
"'Bally  for  you."     He  said,  "  When  he  finds  out  this, 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


3bO  LIFE   OP   JAMES   FISK,    JR. 

it  will  make  him  open  his  eyes,"  Then  she  said, 
"Then  we  will  lay  back  and  draw  the  greenbacks. 
Now,  Ed.,  if  we  become  victorious  I  will  then  bny  a 
new  carriage  and  dispose  of  my  horses  and  get  a  new 
pair  and  have  a  jolly  time  with  my  balmoral  and 
you.  But,  Ed,,  what  will  some  person  else,  your  wife, 
say  V  Stokes  said,  "  I  was  talking  with  her  yesterday, 
and  she  put  on  so  many  airs ;  she  showed  me  her 
father's  picture;  I  looked  at  it  slightly,  and  pushed 
one  of  his  eyes  clean  out ;  she  raged ;  she  got  all  to 
pieces ;  I  told  her  lightly,  I  did  not  care."  One 
night,  about  11.30  o'clock,  I  was  called  iip  from  my  sleep 
in  the  kitchen  by  Mrs.  Williams,  who  said  she  wanted 
me  to  sign  some  papers ;  1  said  I  did  not  want  to  sign 
any  papers  unless  I  knew  what  it  was  ;  she  said  it 
would  not  do  me  any  harm,  '■  and  .Mrs.  Mansfield 
requests  you  to  sign  it;"  1  said, "  I  don't  know  what 
it  is  ;  I  don't  like  to  sign  it."  I  commenced  to  read 
it  to  see  what  was  in  it,  but  she  took  it  from  me  and 
would  not  allow  me  to  read  it,  and  said  again :  "  Mrs. 
Mansfield  requests  you  to  sign  it,  and  it  won't  do  you 
any  harm ;"  I  signed  it,  but  I  don't  know  what  it  is, 
except  tliat  1  saw  it  had  some  reference  to  Mr.  Fisk 
coming  there;  1  would  have  never  signed  it  in  the 
woild  without  reading  it  except  from  the  way  Mrs. 
Williams  talked.  I  was  sure  I  would  be  discharged 
if  I  did  not.  One  night  Mr.  Stokes  said  to  me  at  the 
table,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Mansfield  and  Mrs. 
AVilliams,  "  Richard,  have  you  ever  been  in  court  on 
any  occasion?"  I  said,  "No,  sir."  He  said,  "  You 
have  not  t"      1  replied,  "  No,  sir."      He  then  said. 
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How  much  money  would  you  take  to  swear  to  a  He  ■ 
would  yoH  take  $30  1"  I  said,  "  No,  sir."  Then  he 
said,  "  Would  you  take  $3,000;  would  you?"  I  said, 
"No,  sir;  I  would  not  take  anything;  I  would  not 
sweau  to  a  lie  for  anything."  He  left  after  he  could 
not  get  me  to  the  point,  and  found  he  could  not  get 
me  to  swear  to  a  lie,  and  said,  '•  Well,  I  believe  you." 
RICHARD  E.  KING. 
Sworn  before  me,  October  30,  1871. 

Fked.  E.  Barnard,  Notary  Public, 

New  York  County. 

The  publication  of  this  statement  induced  Miss 
Mansfield  to  institute  against  Fisk  a  suit  for  libel. 
The  suit  was  brought  before  Justice  Bixby  in  York- 
viile,  a  district  in  New  York  City.  The  case  came  up 
for  trial  on  Saturday,  November  25th,  18T1.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  unusual  excitement  and  attracted 
a  large  crqwd  to  the  court  room  long  before  the  hour 
fixed  for  calling  the  case. 

At  length  a  buzz  of  admiration  was  heard  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  court-room,  and  Miss  Mansfield,  her 
cousin,  Mrs.  Williams,  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Stokes,  preceded 
by  the  sergeant  of  the  court  squad,  made  their  way 
through  ihe  crowded  audience  and  assumed  seats  in 
front  of  the  bar.  There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  Miss  Mansfield  looked  extraordinarily  hand- 
some. Imagine  a  woman,  young  and  vivid,  with  full, 
dashing  figure,  yet  not  gross,  with  deep,  large,  almond- 
shaped  black  eyes,  luxuiiant  purple-black  hair,  worn 
in  massive  coils — tempting  mouth,  lips  not  too  pro- 
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minent,  and  yet  not  not  insipid,  magnificent  teeth, 
clear  pearl  and  pink  complexion,  oval  face,  and  nose 
not  retroussee  and  yet  not  straight — with  a  quiet, 
latly-like  walk  and  action — soft  voice  and  winning 
smile.  Dress  such  a  woman  in  dark  silk,  flounced  with 
deep  Valenciennes,  a  flowing  silk  jacket,  beautifully 
embroidered  with  white  braid,  with  a  plain  gold  cross 
to  set  off  the  exquisite  contour  of  her  neck,  and  a 
dark  green  Tyrolese  hat  falling  partially  over  her 
forehead,  surmounted  by  a  waving  ostrich  feather,  and 
you  have  Miss  Helen  Josephine  Mansfleld  as  she 
appeared  in  court. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Williams,  the  cousin  of  Miss  Mansfield, 
though  distingue  in  appearance,  possesses  but  a  tithe 
of  the  beauty  of  her  fair  relative.  She  is  a  pleasant- 
faced  girl,  with  dark  brown  hair  arranged  in  braids, 
blue  eyes,  and  a  short  piquante  nose.  She  was  dressed 
in  a  dark  purple  silk,  elaborately  flounced,  a  sealskin 
jacket  cut  almost  to  the  figure  with  Brussels  lace 
collar,  and  jockey  hat.  fJer  demeanor  through  the 
whole  proceeding  was  perfectly  unconcerned,  and  no 
one  laughed  more  heartily  at  the  quips  and  snarls  of 
the  opening  counsel  than  she.  In  this  respect  her 
cousin.  Miss  Mansfield,  though  more  severely  tested, 
was  not  far  behindhand. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Stokes,  the  alleged  cause  of  the  present 
bitter  Trojan  war  between  James  Fisk  and  the  fair 
Helen,  was  attired  sumptuously  in  the  height  of  the 
prevailing  fashion.  He  wore  a  light  cream-colored 
overcoat  over  a  blue  diagonal  suit,  ruiBed  shirt, 
large  diamond  pin,  crimped  hair,  artistically    curled 
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mniistaclie,  and  straw-colored  kids.  Such  was  Mr. 
Stokes'  admirable  costume.  He  appeared  vei^  uncon- 
cerned, and  laughed  very  heartii)'  at  Col.  James  Fisk 
when  he  entered  the  court. 

Col.  Fisk  was  attired  in  the  siin|jlest  and  most 
tasteful  fashion.  A  short  navy  j^icket  of  that  peculiar 
hue  which  Mr.  Samuel  Weller,  Sr.,  regarding  Mr.  Job 
Trotter,  denominated  as  "mnlberry,"  enveloped  his  not 
adipose  form.  This  jacket  was  oniameiitcd  by  a  mul- 
titude of  gold  buttons  of  various  sizes  and  s!iapes,but 
all  impressed  with  the  magic  monogram,  "Narragan- 
sett  Steamship  Co."  Underneath  this  garment  was  a 
suit  of  sober  black  cloth,  and  in  the  centre  of  his 
black  Bond  street  neck-tie  sparkled  Col.  Fisk's  im- 
mense diamond.  The  Col.  wore  dark  olive  kid  gloves 
imd  carried  a  gold-headed  cane.  Add  to  this  picture  a 
batch  of  keen,  sharp  New  York  lawyers,  and  you  have 
the  scene  as  it  was  enacted. 

The  first,  and  indeed,  the  only  witness  called  on  that 
day,  was  Helen  Josephine  Mansfield.  She  answered 
to  a  most  formidable  array  of  questions.  She  pro- 
ceedt'd  to  relate  the  leading  event*  of  her  life,  from 
her  school  days  in  Boston,  through  her  travels,  her 
marriage,  her  divor<:e,  her  etforts  as  an  actress,  to  her 
relations  with  Fisk  and  Stokes,  These  facts  were  sub- 
stantially as  before  stated. 

The  passages  between  the  lawyers  were  often  bril- 
liant and  keen.  At  one  point,  in  arguing  for  the 
admissibility  of  a  question,  Charlps  S.  Spencer,  Fisk's 
enior  counsel,  said : 
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"I  expect  to  show  that  Mr.  Fisk  found  this 
lady  without  a  dollar;  that  after  lavishing  upon 
lier  means  enough  to  have  satisfied  Cleoptitra  her- 
self, when  the  supply  ceased,  means  were  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  them,  among  others 
this  very  proceeding.  In  other  words,  our  defence  is 
that  this  prosecution  has  no  basis  in  good  fiiith,  no 
basis  in  the  interest  of  public  justice,  no  basis  in  any- 
thing good,  nothing  but  an  attempt  to  extort  money. 
And  have  I  not  a  right  to  show,  if  such  be  the  fact, 
that  finding  this  lady  without  a  dollar,  and  having 
enriched  her — although  like  most  riches  obtained  in 
that  way,  it  is  rapidly  disappearing — that  she  has  had 
resort  to  this  means  to  replenish  her  treasury  1  Cleo- 
patra— aye,  like  unto  her ;  for  as  the  Egyptian  syren 
queen  is  spoken  of  by  the  grandest  of  poets,  '  age 
cannot  wither  her,  nor  custom  state  her  infinite 
variety.' " 

Before  the  examination  of  the  witness  was  con- 
cluded the  court  adjourned  to  the  9th  of  December, 
and  was  subsequently  continued  to  Saturday,  the  6th 
of  January,  187"2.  On  this  day,  the  court-room  was 
again  filled  with  a  crowd  of  spectators  with  all  the 
accompanying  surroundings  that  were  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  case. 

The  examination  of  Miss  Mansfield  was  resumed 
and  concluded,  after  which  !Mr.  Edward  S.  Stokes  was 
put  on  the  stand  and  subjected  to  a  very  severe  and 
humiliating  cross-examination.  The  witness  was  re- 
quired to  describe  very  minutely  the  relations  between 
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himself  and  Miss  Mansfield.  The  truth  was  very 
damaging.  Mr.  Stokes  was  of  good  family  and  was 
married  into  a  very  respectable  and  wealthy  family  in 
New  York,  and  his  confessions  that  he  lived  a  Hfe  of 
guilt,  of  low  disgusting  crime,  was  humiliating  in  the 
highest  degree.  He  was  stung  with  a,  deep  sense  of 
shame  and  left  the  court-room  after  the  case  was  ad- 
journed over  for  a  week,  in  a  very  excited  state  of 
mind.  He  was  too  weak  to  be  a  man  of  honor,  and 
yet  too  strong  to  be  an  unblushing  debauche.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  testimony,  the  trial  was  continued 
until  the  next  Saturday,  and  the  crowd  dispersed. 

The  principal  actors  in  the  shameful  drama  of  life 
separated — parted  not  again  to  confront  each  other 
until  summoned  before  that  Tribunal  wRose  judgments 
consign  the  arraigned,  by  decrees  unalterable  and 
irrevocable,  to  an  everlasting  fate.  One  goes,  how 
unprepared !  to  his  long  home — one  goes  to  the  soli- 
tary gloom  of  a  rauTderer's  cell — one  to  a  life  of  deep, 
dark,  ungovernable  remorse. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


ASSASSINATION. 


Fisk,  Msnafield  and  Stokes— Willul  AssaSBination— Jealous j— Feud 
Bevecge — Dealh — Fiak  shot  on  tlie  Stairway  of  the  Grand  Central 
Hotel— Full  Description  of  the  Affair— The  Wounded  Man  Taken  l« 
a  Room— The  AsBaBsin  Arrested — The  Scenes  at  the  Hotel — Tlie 
Scene  in  the  Death  Chamber— The  Will— A  Night  of  Agony— The 
Dying  Man's  Statement- Public  Feeling — Mrs.  Fisk  Arrives  from 
Boston— Tlie  Last  Moments— The  Dealh— Viewing  the  Body— Re- 
moval of  the  Body, 

Crime  and  Us  Fruits. 

In  the  midst  of  this  life  of  rapidly  shifting  scenes, 
this  whirl  of  business  and  operations  unnumbered, 
Fisk  was  (vertaken  by  this  most  disgraceful  and  dis- 
astrous amour. 

The  woman  and  the  preferred  suitor  failing  to  over- 
come their  victim  by  blackmail  or  by  prosecution  for 
libel,  were  driven  to  utter  desperation.  Fisk,  more 
fortunate  in  his  petitions  to  the  "  Courts  of  Justice," 
had  procured  the  indictment  of  Stokes  by  the  Grand 
Jury  on  a  charge  of  pcijury  and  conspiracy.  An 
order  had  been  issued  on  Saturday  for  the  arrest  of 
Stokes,  or  at  least  such  was  the  report  which  came  to 
his  ears.  He  felt  himself  defeated  at  every  point  and 
driven  at  bay  by  his  powerful  enemy.  The  moment 
of  desperation  was  at  hand.  The  measure  of  endur- 
ance was  full  to  the  brim.  The  chief  actor  iu  this 
sliameful  drama  had  completed  his  engagement;  the 
work  was  ended,  and  the  workman  stretched  forth  his 
band  to  receive  his  wages — the  wages  of  sin. 

(389) 
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On  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  January  6th,  at 
about  half-past  four  o'clock,  Mr.  James  Fisk,  Jr., 
was  shot  in  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Broadway, 
by  Mr.  Edward  S.  Stokes. 

At  the  hour  above  indicated  Colonel  James  Fisk's 
private  coach  drew  up  in  front  of  the  Graiid  Cen- 
tral  Hotel,  on  Broadway.  It  was  about  the  time 
that  New  York's  great  thoroughfare  presents  the 
pleasantest  sight.  Men  of  business  were  walking 
leisurely  homeward,  troops  of  ladies  were  lingering 
among  the  glories  of  the  shops,  stately  carriages 
lined  the  curbstones  awaiting  the  pleasure  of  their 
,  mistresses,  and  the  color  and  sound  of  life  were 
more  subdued  and  harmonized  than  at  busier  hours 
of  the  day.  The  rumble  of  the  vehicles  was  not  so 
noisy,  for  the  heavy  drays  and  trucks  bad  done  with 
their  incessant  dragging  hither  and  thither,  and  had 
left  Broadway,  going  home  through  the  by-streets. 

As  Mr.  Fisk's  carriage  dashed  over  the  pavement 
before  reaching  the  hotel,  guided  dexterously  through 
the  tide  of  other  conveyances,  a  coupe,  at  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear,  was  observed  following  in  a  mys- 
terious manner.  On  the  box  of  this  coupe  sat  an 
upright  and  sturdy-looking  man.  He  held  the  reins 
with  a  firm  hand,  and  seemed  to  be  looking  con- 
tinually at  the  back  of  the  head  of  the  coachman 
who  was  perched  upon  the  stylish ,  equipage  of  the 
Prince  of  Erie,  All  the  way  down  Broadway  this 
curious  proceeding  was  continued.  A  few  blocks 
from  Bleecker  street  the  door  of  the  coupe  was 
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flung  open  and  a  man  sprang  quickly  out,  reached 
the  sidewalk  and  ran  swiftly  through  the  moving 
crowd  of  pedestrians  in  the  same  direction  in  which 
the  carriages  had  hitherto  been  going.  This  man 
was  Edward  S.  Stokes,  known  to  the  world  by  this 
time  as  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the  man  who  had 
been  riding  in  advance  of  him  in  his  glittering 
carriage  and  challenging  public  observation  of  him- 
self. Darting  the  crowd  he  ran  for  some  distance 
until  he  reached  the  entrance  of  the  Grand  Central 
Hotel.  He  passed  into  the  main  corridor  just  as 
the  carriage  of  Fisk  stopped  in  front ;  then  went  up 
the  stairs,  and  it  was  observed  by  those  who  saw 
him  that  he  was  pale  and  much  agitated.  No  one 
fancied,  however,  that  there  was  much  significance 
in  this  feet,  and  so  the  momentary  surprise  at  his 
hurried  egress  passed  only  like  a  ripple  over  the 
minds  of  those  lounging  near  the  door. 

Stokes  ascended  the  stairs  to  the  first  floor  and 
then  went  down  the  ladies'  private  stairway.  He 
reached  the  first  landing. 

Fisk  had  entered  the  vestibule  and  was  going  up 
seven  steps  which  led  into  the  hall.  When  he 
reached  the  last  step,  Stokes,  above  him,  standing 
near  the  balustrade,  rested  a  revolver  on  the  rail 
and  fired  at  Fisk.  The  shot  struck  him  in  the  left 
arm ;  another  immediately  followed  it  striking  in 
the  abdomen,  and  Fisk  cried  out, 

"  For  God's  sake,  will  anybody  save  me  V 

The  impassioned  Stokes  glared  at  him  fiercely. 
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fired  two  more  shots  and  turned  and  ran  up  the 
stairs. 

At  the  top  of  the  stairs  he  was  met  by  &  gentle- 
man, who  had  heard  the  reports  and  was  huirying 
to  find  what  was  the  matter.  He  passed  Stokes 
and  saw  nothing  singular  in  his  appearance,  fisk 
was  stiU  crying, 

"  For  God's  sake,  will  anybody  save  me  ?" 

This  gentleman,  who  is  a  readent  of  Boston  and 
a  surgeon,  lost  no  time  in  putting  his  arm  under  the 
head  of  the  prostrate  man,  who  was  gasping.  The 
people  in  the  hotel  and  those  in  the  street  at  the 
tiine  crowded  around  in  intense  excitement,  and 
gazed  and  listened  breathlessly  and  with  some  horror 
at  the  sight  of  blood  that  was  ninning  out  of  Mr. 
Fisk's  sleeve  on  the  floor.  The  questioa  was  asked 
him, 

*'  What  is  the  matter  1" 
'.    He  said,  with  an  effort, 

"  I'm  shot." 

He  was  then  lifted  and  carried  up  the  stairs  into 
the  ladies'  parlor.  There  he  was  put  upon  a  sofa, 
hot  it  was  thought  better  to  take  him  into  anothez 
room  across  the  corridor.  Here  he  "was  laid  upon  a 
bed.  A  messenger  was  hurriedly  dispatched  fox  a 
surgeon.    Some  one  asked  him, 

"  Where  ajie.you  hurtt  How  many  wounds  are 
there  T 

"  Two  or  three  of  them." 

His  coat  waft  quickly  removed,  but  it  was  found 
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more  difficult  to  get  his  shirt  off;  so  it  was  cut  into 
pieces,  and  in  this  way  the  wound  in  the  ann  was 
disclosed,  the  blood  from  which  was  tunning  in  a 
great  stream. 

The  Colonel  looked  at  it  bravely  and  without  any 
apparent  shrinking.  The  shot  had  passed  com- 
pletely through  the  flesh,  leaving  a  large,  ugly-look- 
ing hole  like  one  made  by  a  bullet  used  in  a  navy 
revolver. 

Fisk  was  asked  if  that  was  the  only  wound,  and 
said,  "No."  He  said  he  had  another  one,  and 
pointed  to  his  stomach.  The  physician  who  had 
arrived  uncavered  the  wound  and  found  it  a  large 
one,  like  the  other,  with  very  little  blood  visible. 
After  the  doctor  had  finished  his  examination  for 
the  time  Mr,  Fisk  asked  for  some  "brandy  an<i 
water."  After  he  had  drank  it  the  doctor  probed 
the  wound,  but  found  that  he  had  no  instruments 
long  enough  to  reach  the  ball,  if  it  could  be  reached 
at  all.  While  the  operation  was  proceeding  and  a 
large  number  of  persons  were  around  him  Fisk 
maintained  his  composure,  the  muscles  of  his  face 
never  quivering,  and  watching  the  movements  of 
the  surgeon  with  the  greatest  coolness. 

After  it  was  through  he  said  to  Dr.  Triplet,  who 
was  the  first  to  attend  him:  — ■ 

"  Doctor,  if  I  am  going  to  die  I  want  to  know  it. 
I'm  not  afraid  to  die;  but  then  if  I  am  going  to  die 
I  would  like  to  know  beforehand." 

The   Doctor  replied  : — 
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"  Colonel,  you  are  not  going  to  die  to-night,  and 
not  to-morrow  either,  I  hope." 

The  gentleman  who  had  first  found  Mr.  Fi*3c 
after  he  was  shot  asked  him  who  it  was  who  at- 
tacked him. 

He  answered,  "  Stokes." 

Captain  Burns  in  a  few  minutes  entered  the 
room,  and  after  saying  a  few  words  to  the  Doctor 
went  out  again.  Then  he  returned  with  Edward  S. 
Stokes,  well  guarded  between  two  policemen.  He 
was  made  to  approach  the  hed.  He  wore  a  rigidly 
dignified  air,  with  a  face  perfectly  immovable,  ex- 
pressive only  of  intense  passion  strongly,  suppressed. 
There  was  a  singular  light  in  his  eyes,  which  he 
fixed  upon  the  man  whom  he  had  assassinated. 

He  was  asked  by  the  Captain, 

"Is  that  the  man  who  shot  you  V 

Fisk  looked  at  Stokes  and  said— 

"Yes,  that's  the  man  who  shot  me.  That's 
Stokes." 

Some  one  asked  him  if  Stokes  wanted  to  kill 
him. 

"  Yes,  he  wanted  my  life." 

Fisk  was  soon  surrounded  by  a  number  of  doctors; 
and  the  corridor  which  open«  into  the  ante-room 
to  the  chamber  in  which  he  was  lying  was  quickly 
filled  by  his  friends  and  associates.  The  news  of 
the  assassination  had  circulated  very  rapidly, 
and  nearly  all  of  the  directors  and  officers  of  the 
Erie  Railway  Company  were  there.     A  policeman 
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closely  guarded  the  door,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
main  stairway  a  waiter  permitted  none  but  privi- 
leged persons  to  pass. 

Stokes,  the  assassin,  after  discharging  the  pistol, 
ran  dowfl  the  stairs  that  he  ascended  a  few  moments 
before,  and  went  up  to  Mr.  Powers  at  the  desk, 
saying, 

"  There's  a  man  shot  at  the  ladies'  entrance ! " 

When  he  had  said  this  he  seemed  to  have  'lo«t 
all  control  over  himself  and  to  have  been  overcome 
by  a  panic.  He  looked  about  wildly  and  con- 
fusedly, as  if  to  escape,  and  then  suddenly  ran 
towards  the  barbet'a  room,  from  which  he  knew 
there  were  doors  opening  into  Mercer  street.  Mr. 
Powers  had  watched  him  suspiciously  after  hearing 
his  startling  announcement,  and  gave  the  alarm. 
He  shouted,  "  Stop  that  man  ! "  Stokes  was  seizfed 
with  the  aSMstaUce  of  several  persons,  the  gaeffte 
who  were  receiving  the  soothing  ministrations  of 
the  coiffeurs  starting  from  the  chairs  vrith  the 
towels  around  their  necks  and  their  faces  covered 
with  white  lather;  Stokes  was  taken  back  to  the 
foot  of  the  stairs;  and  made  to  sit  down  in  one  of 
the  waiters'  chairs ;  While  sitting  here  a  mail  ob- 
served that  he  very  nearly  fainted  away. 

Mr.  Powers  sent  immediately  to  the  Fifteenth  Pre- 
cinct Station  House,  and  Captain  Bums  and  officer 
McCadden  soon  arrived  and  took  the  prisooer 
into  their  custody.  Vigilant  search  was  then  ma«fe 
through  the  ha}ls  aaad  parlors  for  the  revolver  ol- 
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pistol  which  Stokes  had  used,  as  it  was  not  found 
in  his  possession.  Mr,  Crockett  and  all  the  ser- 
vants looked  anxiously  in  every  imaginable  place, 
until,  just  after  the  identification  of  Stokes  by 
Fisk,  a  young  lady  discovered  it  in  the  parlor  neai 
the  head  of  the  stairs,  lying  under  a  chair,  where 
Stokes  had  flung  it  in  his  haste  and  excitement. 
The  prisoner  was  then  taken  by  Captain  Burns  and 
the  officer  to  the  station  house. 

Here  he  walked  calmly  up  to  the  desk  and  gave 
his  name,  residence  and  occupation.  He  was  then 
taken  to  a  cell  below,  in  which  he  was  placed.  But 
it  did  not  suit  him,  and  as  he  spoke  of  such  treat- 
ment in  a  deprecating  way,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  to  the  Captain's  room. 

The  prisoner  was  again  removed  to  a  cell,  this 
time  to  pass  the  night  there.  The  cell  is  like  all 
others  in  police  stations — small,  low  and  narrow, 
with  a  wicket  door  of  latticed  iron  work,  to  which  is 
fixed  a  strong  lock.  The  walls  are  whitewashed  to 
a  ghostly  whiteness ;  the  interior  is  dark  and  gloomy, 
and  at  the  further  end  is  a  narrow  slab  against  the 
wall,  the  nightly  couch  of  the  unfortunate  who  is 
immured  as  a  consequence  of  misdemeanor. 

Stokes  appeared  very  sullen  when  going  to  the 
cell,  and,  when  the  door  shut  behind  him  with  a 
clang,  turned  around  abruptly  and  looked  at  the 
officer.  Then  he  commenced  walking  restlessly  up 
and  down  the  small  space  and  called  roughly  for 
cigars.  They  were  brought  him,  and  he  commenced 
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smoking  fiercely  as  if  for  life.  Cigar  after  cigar 
was  lighted  and  flung  away.  In  the  course  of  this 
restless  reverie  he  suddenly  fisked  of  the  policeman 
who  stood  outside  the  door,  with  a  betrayal  of  ner- 
vousnesg  in  his  tone  : — 

"What  do  you  think,  is  the  man  seriously 
injured  ?" 

The  officer  said  that  he  did  not  know. 

Stokes  resumed  his  nervous  movement  and  kept 
it  up  until  the  reporters  left  at  a  late  hour,  smoking 
and  muttering  to  himself. 

In  another  part  of  the  station  house  was  locked 
the  boy  who  tends  the  door  of  the  ladies'  entrance  to 
the  Grand  Centi-ai  Hotel.  He  was  closely  guarded 
from  the  reporters  until  taken  away  to  be  examined 
by  the  Coroner.  His  name  is  Redman,  and  he 
witnessed  the  shooting  of  Fisk  by  Stokes,  He, 
knew  both  of  the  principals  in  this  fearful  tragedy, 
he  had  frequently  admitted  them  into  the  hotel 
through  the  "  ladies  entrance."  He  had,  a  few  mo- 
ments previous  to  the  assassination,  opened  the  door 
for  Fisk  and  saw  him  shot  down,  almost  at  his  side. 
Now,  under  the  system  of  "juslice"in  practice  in 
New  York  City,  he  was  as  much  a  prisoner  as  the 
man  who  had  fired  the  shot.  Stokes  was  in  prison 
as  a  murderer,  Redman  as  a  witness.  '  Redman,  how- 
ever, soon  gave  in  his  testimony  and  was  released. 
The  story  of  this  servant  is  the  only  account  of  an 
eye  witness,  as  he  alone  saw  the  whole  scene 
enacted. 
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Diagram  of  Scene  of  Slwoting. 
Jlercer  Street. 
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A.  Stair-case  by  which  Stokes  ascended. 

B.  Position  of  Stokes  while  waiting  for  Fisk,  Jr. 

C.  Position  of  Stokes  when  he  fired. 

D.  Position  of  Fisk,  Jr.,    ascending   the   stairs 

when  first  shot. 

E.  Position  of  Stokes  when  captured. 
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Clinging  to  a  TJiread  of  Hope. 

It  was  hoped  that,  as  the  Colonel  was  very  fat, 
the  intestines  might  have  escaped  fatal  injury.  As 
the  Colonel  had  recently  suffered  from  a  bilious 
attack,  and  used  cathartics  to  good  effect,  it  was 
thought  that  he  might  stand  a  better  chance  for  life 
than  would  another  man  in  his  position. 

About  half  past  five  the  Colonel's  colored  servant 
entered  the  room. 

"  What  is  the  matter.  Colonel  ?"  he  asked. 

Col.  Fisk — I  have  been  shot,  but  I  think  there  is 
a  good  chance  of  my  life,  and  I  hope  it  won't 
amount  to  much. 


The  Arrival  of  Friends. 

Mrs.  Morse  and  her  two  daughters,  on  whom 
Col,  Fisk  was  about  to  call  when  Stokes  shot  him, 
entered  the  room.  They  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  soothe  his  sufferings. 

As  the  moments  flew  hope  for  his  recovery  van- 
ished, and  the  fearful  truth,  that  the  wounded 
man  must  die,  sank  deep  into  the  hearts  of  his 
friends,  who  had  gathered  in  large  numbers  at  his 
bedside  and  in  the  halls  of  the  hotel,  A  telegraphic 
dispatch  had  already  carried  the  sad  intelligence  to 
Mrs.  Fiak,  in  liostou,  and  she  immediately  hastened 
to  the  scene  of  her  heart-rending  sorrow. 
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His  Will. 

For  some  bonrs  after  the  shooting  he  maintained 
complete  composure  and  full  possession  of  his  men- 
tal faculties,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  principal 
lawyer,  Mr.  D.  D.  Field,  made  his  will. 

After  Fisk  had  given  his  attomies  general  in- 
structions, they  retired  and  drew  up  a  will,  which, 
when  it  had  been  read  to  the  dying  man,  he  ap- 
proved and  signed.     It  is  as  follows  : 

I,  James  Fjsk,  Jun.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  do  make,  pub- 
lish, and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me  made. 

1.  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all  my  estate  and 
property,  real  and  personal,  except  the  special  leg- 
acy hereinafter  mentioned,  to  my  beloved  wife,  Lucy 
D.  Fisk,  subject,  however,  to  a  trust  to  pay  to  my 
dear  father  and  mother  jointly,  or  to  the  survivor  of 
them,  $3,000  a  year  for  their  support  during  the  life 
of  them  or  either  of  them;  and  further,  to  pay  to 
Minnie  F.  Morse  and  Rosie  C.  Morse  each  $2,000 
a  year  during  their  lives,  respectively,  until  mar- 
riage, when  the  annuity  of  the  one  marr3-ing  shall 
cease  ;  the  property  and  estate  aforesaid  to  rest  ab- 
Kolutely  io  the  said  Lucy  and  her  heirs  forever,  sub-, 
ject  oniy  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  trust  shall  not ' 
affect  her  right  freely  to  dispose  of  and  transfer  any 
such  property. 

2.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sister,  Mrs.  Mary 
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G.  Hooker,  stock  in  the  Narragansett  Steamship 
Company  of  the  par  value  of  $100,000,  for  her 
sole  and  separate  nse  forever, 

3.  I  appoint  my  said  wife  and  my  friend  Eben  D. 
Jordan,  of  Boston,  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  this  6th  day  of  January,  1872. 

[l.  s.]  James  Fisk,  Jun. 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  by  the  tes- 
tator to  be  his  last  will  and  testament  in  the  pres- 
ence of  us,  who  have  hereto  subscribed  our  names 
as  witnesses,  at  his  request,  and  in  the  presence  of 
each  other. 

Thomas  G.  Sherman, 

No.  316  West  Twenty-second  Street,  New  Yorh. 

Jay  Godld, 

No.  b1%  Fifth  Avenue,  New  Yorh. 

F.  Willis  Fisheb,  M.  D., 

Grand  Central  Hotel. 

The  total  value  of  Colonel  Fisk'a  property  is  not 
known,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  will  run  considers- 
bly  over  a  million  of  dollars.  After  a  fresh  copy  of 
the  wCl  had  been  made  it  was  taken  into  the  bed- 
room of  Colonel  Fisk,  who  rapidly  ran  it  over  and 
signed  it.  He  then  began  to  complain  of  pain  but  the 
wounds  did  not  bleed,  and  there  were  no  signs  of 
vomiting. 
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Fish's  Statement  of  the  Assassination- 

After  the  will  had  been  signed,  the  Coroner  came 
into  the  room  with  a  jury,  and  having  administered 
an  oath  to  Fisk,  took  down  his  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  shot  by  Stokes,  as  follows ; 

"This  afternoon  at  about  4  o'clock  I  rode  up  to  the 
Grand  Central  Hotel.  I  entered  by  the  private  en- 
trance, and  when  I  entered  the  first  door  I  met  the 
boy,  of  whom  I  inquired  if  Mrs.  Morse  was  in.  He 
told  me  that  Mrs.  Morse  and  her  youngest  daughter 
had  gone  out,  but  he  thought  the  other  daughter 
was  in  her  grandmother's  room.  I  asked  him  to  go 
up  and  tell  the  daughter  that  I  was  there.  I  came 
through  the  other  door,  and  was  going  up  stairs,  and 
had  gone  up  about  two  steps,  and  on  looking  up  I 
saw  Edward  S.  Stokes  at  the  head  of  the  stairs.  As 
soon  as  I  saw  him  I  noticed  that  he  had  something 
in  his  hand,  and  a  second  after  I  saw  the  flash, 
heard  the  report,  and  felt  the  ball  enter  my  abdo- 
men on  the  right  side.  A  second  after  I  heard 
another  shot,  and  the  bullet  entered  my  left  arm. 
When  I  received  the  first  shot  I  staggered  and  ran 
toward  the  door,  but  noticing  a  crowd  gathering  in 
front,  I  ran  back  on  the  stairs  again.  I  was  then 
brought  up  stairs  in  the  hotel.  I  saw  nothing  more 
of  Stokes  until  he  was  brought  before  me  by  an 
officer  for  identification.  I  fully  identified  Edward 
S.  Stokes  as  the  person  who  shot  me." 
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The  Publio  Fealin,^. 

The  Colonel  now  began  to  complain  of  much  pain 
and  became  very  restless.  The  doctors  gave  him 
powerful  anodyne?:,  and  he  gradually  sank  into  a 
gentle  slumber.  Meanwhile  troops  of  his  friends 
gathered  around  the  door.  Among  those  who 
visited  Colonel  Fisk  during  the  evening  were  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Fellows  and  Captain  Simons,  David 
Dudley  Field,  counsel  of  the  Erie  Company  ;  R.  M. 
Simons,  Managing  Director  of  the  Narragansett 
Steamship  Company ;  Mr.  White,  Treasurer  of  the 
Erie  Railway  Company;  W.  H,  Morgan,  Ilomer  H. 
Lane,  Mr,  Bait  and  Mr,  Sisson,  and  others  promi- 
nent for  their  connection,  in  one  capacity  or  another, 
with  Erie. 

Policemen  were  stationed  at  the  various  stair- 
cases, and  no  person  was  allowed  to  ascend  without 
a  pass  from  the  clerk  or  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  and 
at  the  door  of  the  wounded  man's  room  another 
sentinel  refused  admission  to  those  whom  Jay  Gould 
did  not  care  to  see.  Tweed  himself,  once  all  power- 
ful, had  to  make  his  way  to  the  bedside  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  magnate  of  Erie. 

The  Scene  in  the  Ilotel. 

The  news  of  the  Colonel  having  been  shot  spread 
like  wildfire.  All  his  friends  at  first  discredited  it. 
John  Chamberlain,  when  he  first  heard  of  it,  oifered 
to  bet  $500  to  $100  that  it  was  untrue.  Soon, 
however,  the  truth  was  realized.     The  Grand  Cen- 
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tral  Hotel  was  jammed  inside  and  outside.  As  the 
particulars  of  the  case  became  known  the  excite- 
ment became  intense.  Colonel  Fisk's  good  qualities 
were  alone  remembered.  Men  spoke  of  him  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  relating  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  generosity,  and  denouncing  in  curses  deep  and 
loud  the  cowardly  assassin,  who  had  attempted  to 
take  his  life. 

The  J^ighi  ofA^any. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  physicians  held  a  consulta- 
tion. Dr.  Carnochan  was  called  in  to  assist  It 
was  decided  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  for 
Mr.  Fisk  until  Sunday  morning,  as  he  was  doing  at 
that  time  remarkably  well,  no  attempt  to  extract 
the  ball  was  made. 

The  night  dragged  wearily  its  slow  hours  along 
at  che  hotel,  while  the  watchers  in  the  room  where 
Fisk  was  lying,  disregarding  the  faint  lightening  of 
the  approaching  dawn,  waited  with  intense  anxiety 
in  the  short  spaces  that  elapsed  between  each  opin- 
ion given  by  the  attending  physicians  about  his  con- 
dition. The  circle  of  thoughtful  faces  looked  at 
times  strangely  wan  and  haggard,  as  the  features 
relaxed  in  involuntary  forgetfulness,  betrayed  truly 
the  nature  of  the  thoughts  that  were  driving  one 
another  through  each  brain.  For,  despite  the  com- 
mon expectancy  and  the  commoner  hope  that  death 
would  not  at  least  come  very  speedily,  a  forbod- 
ing,  inexplicable  but  not  less  depressing  seemed  to 
have  settled  upon  all.     This  could  not  have  been 
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from  any  betrayal  of  feeling  by  the  medical  attend- 
ants, for  their  faces  wore  studiously  cheerfiil  looks, 
especially  whenever  the  prostrate  man  showed  any 
signs  of  consciousness  of  his  surroundings. 

At  seven  o'clock  Sunday  morning>  it  was  an- 
nounced that  he  was  fast  sinking,  and  that  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  ending  of  his  intense  agony  was 
very  great.  His  pulse  was  at  this  time  130.  Dr. 
Fisher  went  down  stairs  in  a  hurried  manner  and 
asked  something  of  the  night  clerk;  then  went 
back  again.     He  looked  very  anxious. 

Mrs.  Fish. 

Immediately  after  this,  when  the  hand  of  the 
clock  pointed  a  quarter  after  seven,  a  carriage 
driven  very  rapidly,  the  horses,  wet  and  dappled 
with  the  foam  that  flew  from  their  nostrils  and 
congealed  in  the  cold  air,  stopped  short  at  the  door. 
The  coachman  sprang  from  his  perch,  pulled  open 
the  door  and  helped  out  a  lady  in  a  dark  travel- 
ing dress,  who  stepped  wearily  to  the  ground. 
She  walked  quickly  into  the  portico.  This  was 
Mrs.  Fisk.  She  had  traveled  nearly  all  night, 
and  was  almost  exhausted  from  fatigue  and  anxiety. 

She  was  accompanied  by  a  traveling  companion, 
Miss  Harrot,  and  arrived  at  the  hotel  in  company 
with  Mr.  Comer,  Mr.  Fisk's  private  secretary,  who 
had  been  in  constant  and  faithful  attendance  upon 
him  from  a  short  time  after  he  was  wounded. 
Mrs.  Fisk  was  met  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  by 
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Mrs,  Morse,  between  these  ladies  a  long  and  cordial 
friendship  had  existed.  Upon  repairing  to  the 
room  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Fisk  gave  vent  to  the 
most  frantic  exdamations  of  grief  and  endearment, 
which  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  every  one  pres- 
ent. By  this  time  the  wounded  man  had  become 
entirely  unconscious,  and  the  wails  and  grief  of  his 
wife  were  never  heard  by  him.  The  room  was 
occupied  by  a  large  number  of  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  sufferer,  among  whom  were  Mrs. 
James  Fisk,  Jr, ;  Miss  Harrot,  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Sanderson,  brothera-in-law  of  Mr.  Fisk,  and  Messrs, 
Bolden,  Pollard,  Aspell,  George  Harden  and  Drs. 
Fisher  and  Triplet.  Mrs.  Fisk  was  at  the  head  of 
the  bed,  with  her  arms  around  the  neck  of  the  dy- 
ing man,  uttering  lamentations  and  crying  as  if  her 
heart  would  break.  '^'Can  nothing  he  done  to  save 
him  f  cried  the  grief-stricken  lady,  of  Dr.  Fisher. 
"Alas !  I  fear  not"  replied  the  physician.  Gradu- 
ally the  pulse  increased  ;  the  patient's  breath  grew 
shorter,  and  the  breathing  more  labored.  It  was 
too  evident  that  death  was  near.  Around  the  bed 
were  grouped  the  persons  named  above,  who  with 
Bobs  and  cries,  gave  evidence  of  the  grief  that  was 
filling  their  hearts  over  the  approaching  loss  of  a 
near  and  dear  friend.  At  twenty  minutes  before 
eleven  the  patient's  breath  grew  quite  short,  and  at 
times  nearly  stopped.  Occasionally  it  became 
louder,  and  the  pale  and  tear-stained  faces  npar  the 
patient  for  the  moment  grew  brighter.  The  hope, 
however,  proved  an  illusory  one;  for  at  a  quartei 
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before  eleven  the  soul  of  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  sped  from 
it3  earthly  tenement  and  he  lay  stiff  and  lifeless. 
The  scene  in  the  chamber  was  sad  in  the  extreme.- 
The  widow  of  the  great  Erie  magnate  moaned  and  ■ 
sobbed  and  called  upon  the  attending  physician  to 
help  him,  who  was  of  earth  no  more ;  but  the  cry 
was  in  vain.  All  pitied  her  and  mingled,  their 
tears  with  hers.  Thus  waa  sympathy  the  only  con- 
solation she  was  able  to  obtain  from  those  who — 
many  of  them — would  gladly  have  laid  down  their 
lives  to  save  that  which  had  just  been  returned  to 
Him  who  gave  it.  Her  prayer  at  his  death  was, 
"  Oh,  God,  ify<m  must  take  him,  take  kis  sotU!" 

The  Death    Chamber. 

The  remains  lay  upon  the  bed  in  which  Mr.  Fisk 
was  placed  when  first  wounded.  The  sobbing 
mourners  were  finally  induced  to  leave  the  room 
and  the  body  was,  for  a  time,  watched  over  by  the 
grief-stricken  colored  valet,  who  had  for  years  at- 
tended Mr.  risk.  The  room  at  this  time  was  in  a 
state  of  great  confusion.  Tumblers  and  vials  and 
bandages  were  scattered  about  upon  chairs,  table, 
bureau  and  floor.  On  the  back  of  the  bed  lay  a 
palm-leaf  fan,  which  had  been  used  to  cool  the  brow 
of  the  late  sufferer.  The  head  of  the  latter  was 
bandaged  with  a  napkin  and  the  features  wore  their 
usual  calm  expression.  The  shirt  was  stained  with 
the  blood  that  had  escaped  from  the  wound,  and 
the  muscular  arms  were  lying  across  the  immense 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


418  LIFE  OF   JAMBS  FISK,   JR. 

chest.  At  the  head  of  the  bed  stood  the  colored 
valet,  leaning  his  head  upon  his  right  hand,  while 
with  the  other  he  caressed  the  form  of  his  late  mas- 
ter, occasionally  placing  it  upon  the  bare  arms,  as 
if  expecting  that  the  flesh  would  yet  become  warm 
again,  and  the  soul  of  his  late  kind  master  once  more 
return  to  the  cold,  clay  form.  Presently  the  under- 
taker arrived  with  a  plain  rosewood  cofiin,  in  which 
the  body  was  temporarily  placed  for  removal  to  the 
late  residence  of  Mr.  Fisk,  in  West  Twenty-third 
street.  A  heavy  velvet  pall  was  thrown  over  the 
coflin,  which  was  placed  upon  chairs  in  the  front 
room,  adjoining  the  ante-room  in  which  the  mur- 
dered man  died.  The  features  looked  extremely 
natural.  The  lineaments  were  well  preserved ;  the 
face  was,  of  course,  pale,  but  comparatively  undis- 
colored,  and  the  dead  man  looked  as  if  enjoying  a 
reposing  sleep  instead  of  one  from  which  he  would 
never  awake  upon  earth.  The  doors  of  the  rooms 
were  then  opened  and  permission  given  to  those 
present  to  view  the  body.  Instantly  the  assembly  of 
friends  formed  in  single  file  and  commenced  a  short 
pilgrimage  to  the  casket  that  contained  all  that  re- 
mained of  their  late  friend  or  associate.  The  scene 
was  mournful  in  the  extreme.  Old  men  burst  into 
tears  as  their  gaze  rested  upon  tjie  dead  man,  and 

young   men — strong,  hale,   and    hearty utterly 

broke  down  under  the  grief  with  which  the  painful 
sight  inspired  them.  Even  the  clerks  and  messen- 
gers sobbed  as  if  their  hearts  would  break,  and  not 
a  few  were  eo  carried  away  with  grief  that  they 
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were  led  out  and  taken  to  seats  until  they  could  be- 
come calm  enough  to  leave  the  building. 

Removal  of  the  Body. 

The  body  was  prepared  under  directions  of  the 
Coroner  for  removal  to  Mr.  Fisk's  private  rooms,  in 
West  Twenty-third  street.  At  seven  o'clock  on 
Sunday  evening,  a  post  mortem  examination  was 
held  by  a  committee  of  eminent  physicians.  The 
body  and  all  the  organs  were  found  to  be  in  a  con- 
dition of  perfect  health.  The  heart  weighed  sixteen 
ounces,  and  the  brain  weighed  fiftj'-eight  ounces. 
It,  therefore,  appeared  that  if  no  accident  had  be- 
fallen him,  Mr.  Fisk  would  have  lived  to  a  green 
old  age. 

Pablio  Excitement. 

The  report  of  the  death  ^cvr  on  wings  of  light, 
and  was  in  an  incredibly  short  time  known  far  and 
wide  throughout  the  city. 

The  excitement  at  the  Grand  Central  on  Sunday 
morning  continued  unabated.  The  morning  papers 
had  made  the  news  of  the  attempted  assassination 
of  Mr.  Fisk  more  widespread,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  thousands  of  people  sought  the  hotel  from 
a  morbid  curiosity  to  see  every  nook  and  corner  of  a 
place  made  memorable  by  the  noted  event.  By 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  most  of  the  friends  of 
the  injured  man  had  taken  their  leave,  and  naught 
remained  of  the  excitement  of  the  night  before  but 
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tii?je  anxious  faces  of  the  physicians  and  friends,  who 
hovered  at  the  bedside  of  the  wounded  sleepef .  Th? 
gas  in  the  room  was  turned  down,  so  that  a  glim- 
mering light  made  the  scene  more  desolate  than 
before.  Servants  and  hall  boys  slid  around  upon 
their  errands  on  tip-toe,  and  the  silence  was  un- 
broken save  by  the  heavy  breathing  of  the  sleeper 
in  the  sick  room.  Even  Mr-  Tweed  had  become 
weary  of  watching,  and  took  leave  of  his  stricken 
friend  at  one  o'clock.  Thus,  one  by  one,  the  visi- 
tors departed  and  the  room  was  left  deserted  save 
by  the  physicians  in  charge.  Almost  at  dayUght, 
however,  the  throng  of  friends  and  curiosity  seekers 
again  began  to  assemble  in  the  corridors  and  lobby 
of  the  elegant  hostelry,  and  the  guests,  descending 
from  their  rooms  to  breakfast,  encountered  many  of 
those  who  had  helped  to  crowd  the  hotel  the  even- 
ing before. 

Thousands  of  people  capie  to  he^r  what  further 
injielligence  could  be  obtained  of  the  condition 
of  the  sufferer.  The  Ninth  regiment,  of  which 
Fjsk  was  colonel,  was  largely  represented.  In- 
deed, it  seemed  as  if  the  whole  regiment  had  as- 
S^nibled.  Officers  and  privates  mingled  together 
T^jth  sad  countenances,  eagerly  discussing  the 
detail?  of  the  mournful  event.  Many  anecdotes 
lyeye  related  of  the  acts  and  humorous  incidents 
Qf  Mr.  Ei^k's  military  career.  "It  was  only  on 
the  12th  of  July  last,"  said  Adjutant  Allen,  "that 
Colonel  Fisk  remarked  to  t^e  regiment  at  the 
armory,  'Well,  boys,  if  there  is  not  a  large  turnout 
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to-day,  I  am  pretty  sure  there  will  be  at  my  fiineral.' 
This  remark  was  almost  always  repeated  whenever 
there  was  a  slim  attendance  at  parade.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  last  Tuesday 
evening  Mr.  Fisk  gave  eleven  thousand  dollars  to 
the  different  companies.  *  The  boys  will  need  nefl' 
uniforms  soon,'  said  he, '  and  as  there  is  owing  to  m6 
some  one  thousand  dollars,  I  will  give  it  to  theUi' 
and  add  to  it  ten  thousand  dollars  more.'  This  iff 
but  one  of  the  many  liberal  acts  toward  the  regi- 
ment," concluded  the  Adjutant,  "  which  have  given' 
it  the  enviable  position  it  now  occupies  in  the  Na- 
tional Guard." 

Outside  the  hotel,  there  was  also  a  clamoroasi 
crowd.  Some  tried  to  get  in  at  the  private  door, 
but  as  orders  had  been  issued  to  allow  none  to  entei* 
but  the  guests  of  the  hotel,  these  efforts  were,  as  a 
general  thing,  unsuccessful.  The  curiosity  of  these 
people,  however,  was  partially  satisfied  by  being 
allowed  to  peer  through  the  door  at  the  stairs  upon 
which  the  victim  stood  when  shot.  Even  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Broadway  stood  crowds  of  men, 
women  and  children,  staring  at  the  stately  edifice 
as  if  expecting  that  the  walls  would,  become  animate 
and  tell  all  they  knew  about  the  bloody  deed.  As 
the  hour  of  noon  approached,  the  crowd,  both 
inside  and  out,  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
became  almost  impossible  to  enter  the  hotel  at  all. 
The  remarks  made  by  this  crowd  of  curiosity- 
seekers  were  many  and  varied ;  but  scarcely  one 
was  heard  in  extenuation  of  the  cowardly  act. 
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The  Feeling  Throughout  the  Coujttry. 

The  news  of  the  assassinatioa  was  flashed  to  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  created  a  profound  and 
startled  impression  among  all  classes.  The  excite- 
ment, comment,  and  general  interest  occasioned  by 
the  sudden  slaying  of  a  prominent  man,  in  the 
full  possession  of  health  and  wealth,  and  almost 
everything  else  rendering  life  desirable,  became  the 
theme  of  conversation  in  all  parts  of  the  land,  and 
even  in  Europe,  whence  the  news  was  cabled,  the 
awful  occurrence  produced  a  marked  stir.  Not  since 
the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  has  the  death 
of  any  one  man  seemed  to  so  excite  public  attention 
and  comment  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
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THE  LAST  OP  FISK. 


Obsequies— The  Body  Lying  in  State,  in  the  Orand  Opera  Honso— 
The  procession  to  the  Depot— The  Funeral  sA  Brattlehoto. 

The  Obsequies. 

The  funeral  ceremonies  over  the  body  of  James 
Fisk,  Jr.,  on  Monday,  attracted  one  of  the  largest 
crowds  ever  assembled  together  in  New  York. 
The  extraordinary  circumstances  surrounding  the 
tragedy,  coupled  with  the  notoriety  of  the  princi- 
pals, gave  to  the  events  an  interest  which  otherwise 
would  not  attach  itself  to  the  obsequies  of  a  private 
citizen.  Many  were,  of  course,  present  in  the  hope 
of  gratifying  a  morbid  curiosity  so  frequently  mani- 
fested on  such  occasions.  Despite  the  crowd  and 
press  of  people,  everything  passed  off  quietly  and 
with  decorum. 

When  it  became  known  that  the  murdered  man's 
remains  would  lie  in  state  at  the  Grand  Opera 
House,  the  vestibule  of  the  offices  of  the  Erie  liail- 
road  Company  were  soon  crowded  with  sight-seers 
representing  every  grade  of  society,  anxious  to  get 
a  ghmpse  of  all  that  remained  of  a  man  whose  his- 
toid has  been  so  remarkable.     At  his  late  residence 
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a  large  concourse  of  people  also  gathered  in  con- 
sequence of  an  impression  that  the  service  would 
take  place  there,  previous  to  the  removal  of  the 
body  to  the  Opera  House,  but  on  being  informed  by 
the  police  that  such  would  not  be  the  case,  they 
guietly  moved  away,  leaving  the  house  deserted, 
save  by  a  few  knowing  ones  who  hoped  to  catch  a 
sight  of  the  body  as  it  was  brought  out,  for  in 
the  hall  of  the  house  a  teipporary  bier  had  been 
erected,  and  there  the  coffn,  which  was  covered  with 
beautiful  flowers  woven  into  beautiful  emblems,  was 
stationed  till  the  time  arrived  for  the  removal  of  the 
body  to  the  Opera  House. 

The  street  and  every  available  spot  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  house  was  packed  with  people.  The  interior 
of  the  great  audience  room  and  the  passage  ways 
were  filled  to  their  utmost  capacities.  The  Directors 
of  the  Erie  Company  had  held  a  special  meeting, 
passed  resolutions  strongly  expressive  of  sorrow 
over  the  calamity  that  had  befallen  their  associate, 
James  Fisk,  Jr.,  paying  a  tribute  to  his  personal 
qualities,  and  filled  also  with  the  deepest  condolence 
for  his  widow  and  family.-  Among  the  resolutions 
was  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  in  token  of  respect,  we  will  to- 
day follow  his  body  from  his  late  residence  to  the 
railway  station,  and  a  committee  of  this  board  will 
then  accompany  it  to  its  last  resting  place  in  his 
native  State. 

The  committee  consisted  of  John  Hilton,  Henry 
Thompson,  and  Dr.  Eldridge. 
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The  officers  of  the  Ninth  regiment  assembled  in 
the  hall  soon  after  ten  o'clock,  attired  in  full  uniform, 
wearing  the  accustomed  crape  on  the  left  arm 
and  the  hilt  of  the  sword.  The  command  formed 
in  Twenty-third  Street,  the  regiment  being  the 
guard  of  honor.  According  to  the  original  pro- 
gramme the  mournful  procession  was  to  have  started 
at  1 1  o'clock,  but  it  was  delayed  some  time-  Long 
before  that  hour  the  wives  of  the  Directors  and 
principal  officers  began  to  arrive,  as  well  as  many 
other  ladies,  who  had  been  able  to  procure  admission, 
All  wore  dressed  in  deep  mourning,  and  many  were 
in  tears.  Prominent  among  these  were  Miss  Morse 
and  her  brother,  the  former  weeping  bitterly.  Some 
surprise  was  expressed  by  many  at  the  genuine  sor- 
row which  was  so  general,  for  it  seemed  to  be  from 
no  desire  for  outward  show,  but  simply  a  burst  of 
genuine  grief.  The  men  of  the  Ninth,  especially, 
evidently  felt  the  deprivation  very  much.  They 
spoke  of  the  deceased  with  a  tenderness  that  was 
touching. 

idrriXKtl  of  the  Body. 

At  11 J  o'clock  there  was  a  sudden  movement 
among  the  crowd  in  the  Erie  Building,  and  the  body 
of  Col.  Fisk  was  borne  to  the  bier  prepared  for  its 
reception,  by  the  following  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Ninth  Kegiment:  Adj.  Allen,  Lieut.  W.  P. 
Montgomery,  John  H.  Wood,  Edward  W.  Bowland, 
George  A.  Hussey,  Alonzo  P.  Bacon,  and  George 
W.  Palfrey,  who  were  a  special  committee  to  take 
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charge  of  tte  body  until  it  should  arrive  at  the  depot 
for  transportation  to  Brattleboro.  They  also  formed 
a  guard  of  honor  while  the  body  was  lying  in  state. 
As  it  was  borne  through  the  crowd  there  was  a 
stillness  as  of  death.  The  military  had  formed  in 
line  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  and  stood  with 
presented  arms  from  the  time  the  remains  had  left 
the  house  until  it  entered  the  hall  of  the  Opera 
House.  Every  head  in  the  crowd  was  uncovered, 
and  although  among  those  who  were  furthest  off 
there  was  a  pressing  forward  and  a  straining  to 
catch  a  sight  of  the  coffin,  there  was  nothing  un- 
seemly or  rude. 

The  catafelque  was  received  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs  by  Col.  Braine,  and  other  officers  of  the 
Ninth,  and  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  vestibule, 
resting  on  a  rich  velvet  pall,  on  which  rested 
crowns,  crosses  and  other  devices,  constructed  of 
tube-roses  and  cameliaa,  while  beautiful  lilies  were 
scattered  over  the  corpse,  which  was  clothed  in  full 
regimentals,  the  cap  and  the  sword  resting  on  the 
body.  The  face,  with  the  exception  of  its  pallor, 
was  unchanged,  and  no  one  unless  knowing  the 
circumstances  would  have  believed  that  Fisk  had 
died  a  violent  death.  The  position  of  the  head  in- 
creased somewhat  the  always  massive  proportions  of 
the  lower  jaw,  but  in  other  respects  the  face  was 
that  of  a  man  asleep.  The  body  was  contained  in 
a  handsome  rosewood  casket,  with  gold-plated  han- 
dles and  a  splendid  plate  bearing  the  inscription : 
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JAMES    FISK,  Jr.. 
Died    January    7th,    /87S, 

IN  THE  3Tlh  YEAR  OP  HIS  AGE. 


When  the  body  had  been  arranged  the  under, 
taker  topk  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  bier.  Lieat. 
Col.  Braine  and  officers  of  the  Ninth  acting  as  a 
guard  of  honpr. 

The  Lying  in  State. 

The  public  were  now  admitted  to  view  the  body. 
Entering  by  the  Twenty-second  Street  entrance,  the 
spectators  filed  in  a  long  line  past  the  casket,  and 
passing  through  the  building,  left  by  the  door  open- 
ipg  on  Eighth  avenue.  Among  the  first  to  take  the 
last  look  at  the  dead  were  several  ladies  profession- 
ally connected  with  the  Grand  Opera  House.  Theii 
g^ef  seemed  almost  uncontrollable.  Many  of  those 
who  followed  in  the  continuous  line  were  also  in 
tears,  and  all  were  reverent.  One  man  who,  it  was 
said,  had  been  the  Colonel's  barber,  reverently  placed 
hU  hand  on  the  dead  man's  brow,  and  with  the  other 
gently  twisted  the  dead  man's  moustache.  He,  too, 
was  plainly  in  deep  grief.  The  "  lying  in  state  " 
continued  till  one  o'clock,  and  at  that  hour  the 
funeral  services  began  in  the  presence  of  the  Erie 
Directors,  the  officers  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  and 
the  personal  friends  of  the  deceased,  some  occupy- 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


430  UFE  OF  JAMES  FISK,  JE. 

ing  seats  around  the  coffin,  while  others  stood  in 
groups  around  the  hall. 

The  Funeral  Services, 

The  Episcopal  burial  service  waa  read  by  Chap- 
lain Flagg,  of  the  Ninth  Eegiment.  In  the  midst 
of ,  the  prayers,  the  wife,  mother  and  sister  were 
brought  and  seated  near  the  catafalque.  They 
were  evidently  in  deep  sorrow,  and  as  their  sobs 
and  sighs  broke  forth  the  scene  was  a  most  affect- 
ing one.  The  chaplain  concluded  the  services  by 
announcing  that  the  funeral  services  would  be  con- 
cluded on  the  following  day,  at  Brattleboro.  The 
relatives  then  advanced  to  take  their  last  look  of  the 
body,  the  ladies  bending  over  and  kissing  the  lips  of 
the  deceased.  The  Ninth  Regiment  band,  the 
Aschenbroden  Verein,  the  officers  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  and  the  entire  Ninth  Regiment,  then  filed 
through  the  hall,  taking  a  hasty  look  at  the  body, 
and  departed  by  the  eastern  entrance.  At  this 
point  the  persons  belonging  to  the  Narragansett 
Steamship  Company's  steamers  arrived,  under  the 
escort  of  a  body  of  police,  and  with  some  difficulty 
made  their  way  to  the  vestibule,  and  appeared  to  he 
deeply  impressed  with  the  sublime  spectacle. 

A  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock  the  coffin  was 
closed,  draped  with  the  American  flag,  and  was  then 
borne  by  the  guard  of  honor  to  the  hearse,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  acting  as  pall-bearers: 
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Col.  Emmons  Clark,  Seventh  Regiment. 

Col.  Geo.  D.  Scott,  Eighth  Regiment. 

Col.  Wm.  B.  Allen,  Fifty-fifth  Regiment. 

Col.  Frank  Story,  Sixth  Regiment. 

Col.  Josiah  Porter,  Twenty-second  Regiment. 

Lieut.-Col.  A.  P.  ^yebster,  First  Regiment. 

On  reaching  the  hearse,  which  awaited  it  in 
Twenty-third  street,  the  body  was  placed  in  its  posi- 
tion, and  the  pall-bearere  stood  behind  the  hearse, 
the  Erie  Directors  and  the  officers  of  the  Ninth 
preceding  it,  while  the  officers  of  the  Third  Brigade 
followed.  The  Ninth  Regiment  was  drawn  up  m 
line  on  the  south  side  of  Twenty-third  street,  the 
right  resting  on  Eighth  avenue.  As  tlie  coffin  was 
brought  into  the  street,  the  band,  assisted  by  the 
Aschenbrodel  Verein,  played  a  solemn  dirge. 


The  Procession. 

At  two  o'clock  the  procession  started  from  the 
Grand  Opera  House.  At  this  point  of  the  proceed- 
ings the. scene  was  a  most  impressive  one.  Every 
available  spot  from  which  the  procession  could  be 
viewed  was  occupied,  while  the  solemn  stillness  that 
prevailed  added  to  its  solemnity.  Most  of  the 
stores  in  Eighth  avenue  were  closed,  and  the  blinds 
in  the  private  houses  in  Twenty-third  street  were 
generally  drawn,  and  small  flags  draped  with  crape 
floated  from  the  telegraph  and  lamp  poles.  The 
following  was  the  order  of  t^e  procession: 
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First  came  a  body  of  Police,  one  hundred  strong, 
then  the  band  of  the  Ninth  Rigiment  playing  "The 
Dead  March  in  SaiJ."  After  the  band  came  a 
large  number  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad,  wearing  badges  of  crape  on  their  left  arms. 
Next  followed  the  Veteran  Corps  of  the  regiment,: 
Lieut.  Col,  Braine  and  Staff,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Ninth. 

Then  came  the  Ninth  Regiment  in  full  force, 
marching  in  triple  line,  and  presenting  a  splendid 
appearance.  Next  followed  the  hearse  containing 
tne  corpse,  drawn  by  four  black  horses  richly 
caparisoned.  Following  it  was  Col.  Fisk's  favorite 
charger,  a  splendid  black  horse,  led  by  a  tall,  colored 
grpom,  and,  in  accordance  with  military  precedent, 
a  pair  of  spurred  boots  were  inserted  in  the  stirrups 
of  the  empty  saddle,  with  the  toes  turned  backward. 
The  officers  of  the  Third  Brigade  and  another  de- 
tachment  of  Erie  officials  followed,  and  finally  came 
the  carriages,  extending  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  line.  In  the  first  was  Jay  Gould,  President  of 
the  Erie  Railroad ;  then  came  Frederick  A.  Lane, 
Mortimer  Smith  and  others,  prominently  connected 
■with  the  great  railroad.  After  these  came  the  car- 
riages of  the  private  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  column  moved  through  Twenty-third  street 
and  Fifth  avenue  to  the  New  Haven  depot,  in 
Twenty-seventh  street,  where  the  remains  were 
placed  on  board  the  cars  for  conveyance  to  Brattle- 
boro.  The  whole  route  was  thronged  with  specta- 
tors, who  seemed  deeply  impressed  by  the  spectacle. 
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Fifth  avenue  presented  a  striking  appearance,  the 
residents  in  that  neighborhood  filling  all  the  win- 
dows, balconies  and  door  steps.  On  the  procession 
arriving  at  the  corner  of  Madison  avenue  and 
Twenty-sixth  street,  the  Ninth  formed  in  two  lines 
and  the  cortege  passed  between  them.  The  remains 
vrere  then  placed  in  a  private  car,  especially  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  the  wife,  mother  and  sister  of 
the  deceased  were  escorted  to  the  car  assigned  them 
by  Captain  Fuller.  The  officers  of  the  Ninth,  the 
Erie  Committee  and  the  friends  of  the  deceased, 
filled  the  remaining  cars  of  the  train,  which  was 
heavily  draped,  both  inside  and  outside,  with  crape. 
It  left  shortly  after  amid  breathless  silence,  and  was 
watched  with  eager  eyes  till  it  was  out  of  sight.  The 
procession  then  returned,  the  carriages  and  the 
civilians  going  home,  the  Ninth  Regiment  marching 
to  its  armory,  where  it  was  quietly  dismissed. 

Thus  were  the  mortal  remains  of  one,  who  had,  in 
a  short  and  chequered  life  in  the  great  metropolis, 
conquered  and  occupied  a  place  of  power  and  note 
in  public  affairs,  carried  back  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  to  be  buried  beneath  the  deep  shadows  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  on  whose  slopes  and  through 
whose  valleys  he  had  been  only  a  few  years  ago  a 
sprightly,  active,  innocent  country  boy. 
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The  Funeral  at  Braitlehoro. 

The  funeral  train  from  New  York  reached  the 
station  at  Brattleboro  at  midnight,  with  its  load  of 
weary,  sad  and  sorrowing  passengers. 

Most  of  the  family  mourners  were  taken  to  private 
-residences  in  the  village,  but  Mrs.  Tisk  and  her 
friend,  Miss  Harrot,  found  a  place  at  the  Kevere 
House.  When  the  remains  arrived  the  crowds 
eagerly  watched  every  motion,  paying,  meanwhile, 
especial  attention  to  the  officers  with  their  glitter- 
ing uniforms.  For  a  long  time  the  crowds  lingered 
about  the  Revere,  looking  into  the  windows  of  the 
room  in  ivhich  the  coffin  had  been  placed,  and 
striving  to  obtaiji  a  glimpse  of  the  dead  man. 
During  the  night  the  remains  were  laid  in  state  in 
a  northwest  room  of  the  hotel,  fronting  on  Main 
street,  and  were  surrounded  by  a  guard  of  honor, 
the  night  being  divided  into  watches  of  two  hours 
each,  and  the  officers  keeping  vigils  by  turns.  In 
the  morning  the  room  was  open  and  free  to  the 
friends  of  the  dead  man  until  11  o'clock,  and  at 
that  hour  the  remains  were  removed  to  the  Baptist 
church,  where  they  were  again  laid  in  state  and 
open  to  the  public  gaze. 

For  the  reception  of  the  dead,  and  the  partial  ex- 
pression of  the  sorrow  felt  by  the  town,  the  church 
was  neatly  draped  in  mourning,  and  the  organ 
decked  with  wreaths,  and  upon  it,  placed  in  white 
letters  on  a  black  ground,  the  words,  "  In  the  midst 
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of  life  we    are   in    death."     Over   the   coffin  wag 

thrown  in  graceful  folds  the  flag  of  the  Ninth  New 
York  Regiment.  As  at  the  hotel,  so  in  the  church, 
it  was  surrounded  with  a  profusion  of  flowers, 
beautiful  to  look  upon  and  filling  the  church  with  a 
sweet  and  subtle  perfume.  The  appearance  of  the 
body  as  it  lay  in  the  tnagniticent  casket,  was  that  of 
one  in  sleep,  rather  than  in  death.  All  expression 
of  pain  had  disappeared;  there  was  calmness  only, 
and  that  which  seemed  the  calmness  of  action  in  re- 
pose, not  activity  deslroyed.  Toward  the  clo«e  of 
the  raoming  the  face  became  slightly  discolored,  but 
not  sufficiently  so  to  attract  attention.  Between  11 
o'clock  and  half- past  12,  when  the  coffin  was  closrd, 
the  church  was  constantly  crowded  with  those  who, 
from  idle  curiosity  or  out  of  true  regard,  came  in 
and  went  out  in  long  and  uninterrupted  file,  and,  as 
at  the  hotel,  many  hundreds  must  have  come  to  look 
at  the  remains.  Near  the  coffin  stood  different 
members  of  Col.  ."Fink's  staff — Capt.  E.  M.  Smith, 
Capt.  Miller,  Adjutant  Allen,  and  Sergeant  A.  S. 
Fill.  After  1  o'clock  the  bell  of  the  Baptist  church 
announced  the  hour  of  the  funeral.  Th^  officers 
formed  in  procession  and  marched  to  the  church, 
accompanied  by  the  offieers  of  the  Narragansett 
Steamboat  Company,  most  of  the  other  immediate 
friends  being  carried  to  the  church  door  in  sleighs. 
The  church  was  crowded.  Even  the  corridors  were 
filled  with  a  strugiiling  crowd,  eager  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  what  was  being  done,  or  hear  a  few 
words  that  were  said  in  the  audience  room 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


440  LIFE   OF    JAMES   FISK,   JR. 

The  services  opened  with  the  motette,  "  Cast  thy 
burden  on  the  Lord,"  rendered  by  the  quartet  choir. 
Selections  from  the  Scriptures  were  then  read,  and 
a  simple  and  touching  prayer  offered  by  Rev,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church,  after  which 
a  second  hymn  was  sung  and  remarks  made  by 
Rev.  Chaplain  E.  O.  Flagg.  Mr.  Flagg  said  that 
he  did  not  come  to  utter  vituperative  malice  or 
fulsome  praise,  but  to  pay  a  tribute  to  one  whom  he 
had  known  only  a  short  time,  and  one  whom  he 
had  found  a  friend.  He  referred  to  the  position  to 
which  Col.  Fisk  had  raised  the  Ninth  Regiment,  and 
alluded  to  the  manner  of  his  death.  A  sad  and 
lamentable  tragedy,  he  said,  had  been  committed, 
in  which  the  deceased  bore  a  prominent  part. 
Assassination  is  the  meanest,  lowest  thing  in  the 
world.  It  calls  for  rectification  and  should  be  put 
down  by  legislation.  He  then  spoke  more  directly 
of  Col.  Fisk,  saying  that  he  was  no  common  man. 
A  great  thing,  a  noble  thing  and  a  true  thing  is  not 
often  appreciated  inits  time.  Shakspeare  was  not  fully 
appreciated  during  his  life,  nor  had  Col.  Fisk  been 
during  his.  Of  his  faults  he  said  that  he  would 
not  speak.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  good  qualities, 
and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  also  had 
strong  faults.  Of  his  generosity,  which  was  not 
that  which  gives  merely  for  show;  of  his  independ- 
ence and  manly  character,  which  were  such  that  he 
was  respected  even  by  his  enemies,  and  of  his  free- 
dom from  hypocrisy,  which  was  entire,  the  chaplain 
spoke  at  length.     He  closed  by  urging  each  man 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


THE  OBAVB  AT  BBATTLEBOBO. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


H„i,=  b,Google 


THE  LAST  OF  FtSK.  443 

to  remember  his  duty  to  his  fellow  man,  to  his 
country,  and  to  his  God. 

Alter  Mr.  Flagg  had  conchided  his  remarks  he 
read  the  Episcopal  buria!  service.  The  wife,  sister, 
and  other  near  relatives  then  took  final  leave  of  the 
dead,  and  few  in  that  large  audience  could  look  on 
80  great  grief  without  a  feeling  of  sympathy.  The 
coffin  was  closed  and  carried  out,  the  friends  fol- 
lowed, and  the  funeral  procession  slowly  passfd  on 
to  the  cemetery  on  the  hill,  the  final  home  of  James 
f  isk,  Jr.  The  order  of  the  procession,  if  there  can 
be  said  to  have  been  any  order,  was:  Officers  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment  and  of  the  Narragansett  Steamboat 
Company;  hearse;  pallbearers;  followed  by  the 
friends  in  sleighs.  The  pall  bearers  were  Richard 
Bradley,  Francis  Goodhue,  D.  S.  Pratt,  O.  J  Pratt, 
H.  O,  VVillard  and  Charles  F.  Thompson,  all  citi- 
zens of  Brattleboro,  and  old  acquaintances  of  Col. 
Fisk.  The  services  at  the  grave  were  very  brief, 
only  a  few  words  being  said  before  lowering  the 
coffin  into  the  earth.  Tliis  was  the  saddest  scene 
of  alt,  the  consignment  of  his  body  to  the  chill 
and  snow-bound  earth.  While  on  a  visit  there, 
quite  recently,  Mr.  Fisk  bought  a  lot  in  the  village 
cemetery,  little  thinking  then,  in  the  prime  and 
flush  of  successful  manhood,  that  he  would  be  the 
first  of  his  family  to  occupy  it.    But  so  it  was. 

The  snow  was  deep  upon  the  ground  ;  the  bleak 
north  winds  whistled  and  howled  through  the  leaf- 
less branches  of  the  trees  and  amid  even  more  than 
a  funeral  solemnity,  the  body  so  lately  hot  with 
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ambition  and  fierce  with  strife  in  tliis  battle,  called 
living,  was  lowered  to  its  final  resting-place,  and  the 
frozen  clods  of  earth  fell  heavily  upon  his  coffin  lid. 
It  was  a  sad,  sad  spectacle,  and  eyes  that  up  to  then 
had  remained  dry,  now  swam  in  tears. 
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How  he  Livecl.. 

If  we  may  trust  the  assurances  of  those  who 
knew  him  best,  there  probably  never  was  a  man 
who  was  more  generally  misunderstood  by  the 
public  than  James  Fisk,  Jr.  He  was  a  man  who 
had  a  great  abhorence  of  all  hypocrisy,  and  whose 
theory  of  life  was  to  show  to  the  world  his  worst 
side,  and  to  conceal  very  carefully  all  his  good 
qualities  from  the  public  knowledge.  He  was  osten- 
tatious of  his  faults,  and  never  could  be  persuaded 
to  do  anything  in  public,  except  on  rare  occasions, 
such  as  that  of  the  Chicago  fire,  which  would  lead 
the  public  to  believe  him  to  be  the  generous  and 
large-hearted  man  he  really  was.  Buring  the  last 
four  or  five  years  of  his  life,  in  which  it  has  been 
generally  supposed  that  he  lived  in  a  style  of  unex- 
ampled luxury  and  spent  enormous  amounts  upon 
his  personal  enjoyments,  the  truth  was  that  except  his 
four-in-hand  and  his  box  at  the  theatre,  and  one  or 
two  matters  of  that  kind,  which  all  the  world  knows 
about,  he  lived  in  a  much  more  simple  style  than 
(445) 
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three-fourths  of  the  persons  who  have  his  income. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  a  long  time  pre- 
vious, he  lived  in  a  little  two-story  house  of  the 
very  plainest  kind — rather  dilapidated — occupying 
only  two  rooms  in  it,  and  the  only  real  luxury  in 
which  he  indulged  was  the  luKury  of  unusual  clean- 
liness, lie  was  probably  one  of  the  most  scrupu- 
lously  neat  and  clean  persons  that  ever  lived.  His 
persona!  expenses  were,  at  a  liberal  estimate,  not 
one-fifth  as  large  as  the  amount  which  he  spent  in 
providing  for  persons  in  whose  affairs  he  took  a 
kindly  interest,  who  had  seen  misfortune  in  life, 
and  whom  he  felt  to  be  dependent  on  him  for  assist- 
ance. He  gave  away  constantly  enormous  amounts 
in  still  more  direct  charities,  conceiQing  which  he 
rarely  spoke  to  any  one,  and  it  was  only  by  accident 
that  even  his  most  intimate  friends  found  out  what 
he  was  doing.  He  supported  for  some  years  an 
entire  family  of  blind  persons,  without  ever  saying 
a  word  about  it  to  his  nearest  friends.  He  was 
particularly  generous  toward  actors  and  actresses, 
who,  whenever  they  suffered  from  misfortune,  would 
always  appeal  to  him. 


An  Illustration  of  Generosity. 

The  latest  instance  of  characteristic  liberality  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Fisk  occurred  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  and  was  mentioned,  it  is  believed  for  the  first 
time,  to-day.     On  Friday  last  a  rough  looking  man 
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applied  to  see  Col.  Fisk,  at  the  Grand  Opera  House 
entrance  in  New  York,  and  was  asked  his  business 
by  the  porter.  "  My  business,"  said  he,  "is  with 
Col.  Fisk  alone."  This  message  was  communicated 
to  the  Master  of  Erie,  who  at  once  desired  to  see 
the  man.  When  they  were  alone  the  rough  man 
said,  '■  Col,  Fisk,  I  am  a  convict,  released  from  Sing 
Sing  only  a  short  time  since.  My  term  of  imprison- 
ment was  for  five  years,  but  I  have  been  pardoned 
at  the  end  of  four  and  a  half      I  have  not   any 

money,  and  I  want  a  pass  to  "     The  Colonel 

asked  for  proofs  and  received  them — went  to  the 
cashier  and  said,  "Give  this  man  twenty  doUais  and 

a  pass  to ."    Then  turning  to  the  ex-convict  he 

said,  "  Now,  my  man,  next  time  you  feel  the  need 
of  stealing,  come  to  me  and  I  will  help  you  to  get 
an  honest  living," 


His  Theory  of  Life. 

Col,  Fisk's  personal  energy  was  one  of  his  most 
remarkable  characteristics.  Hrought  up  in  a  school 
in  which  success  depended  upon  individual  exertion 
and  promptness  in  meeting  emergencies,  great  and 
small,  he  carried  his  teachings  throui^h  hfe.  No 
occasion  found  him  wanting,  and,  with  his  own 
hands,  as  well  as  with  his  directions,  he  was  always 
prompt  and  efficient.  All  will  remember  that  Sun- 
day in  Boston  when  he  sent  off  supplies  to  our 
troops  at  the  front,  and  a  whole  community  watfched 
with  admiration.     Later,  when  the  disaster  at  Chi- 
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cago  first  flashed  upon  us  at  the  East  across  the 
wires,  Col.  Fisk  was  the  first  to  organize  relief  and 
despatch  supplies.  He  himself  mounted  a  wagon 
and  drove  about  the  streets  of  New  York  City,  col- 
lecting contributions  for  the  suifering  city.  He 
worked  early  and  kte,  and  when  he  had  made  up 
his  relief  trains  they  went  through  to  Chicago,  over 
the  steel  rails  of  the  Erie  road,  at  a  speed  that  w^ 
never  before  equalled  for  such  a  distance.  It  was  a 
characteristic  act  of  his  to  decorate  the  engine- 
drivers  with  gold  medals  on  their  return  without 
accident. 

Col.  Fisk  has  furnished  the  material  for  many 
tales  illustrative  of  the  proverbial  Yankee  pluck 
and  energy,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  one  so  promi- 
nent in  every  affair  requiring  dash  and  brilliant 
management  should  find  the  number  of  his  envious 
detractors  even  exceed  that  of  his  open  admirers- 
No  one  is  at  a  loss  for  an  anecdote  of  "Jim  Fisk," 
of  one  sort  or  another,  and  this  fact  alone  demon- 
strates how  thoroughly  he  has  impressed  his  in- 
dividuality upon  the  American  people.  He  has 
fought  his  way  to  the  end  against  enemies,  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  the  very  cause  of  his  death  was  the 
defeat  of  a  blackmailer,  who  had  forced  him  into 
court  as  the  last  means  of  extorting  money.  Had 
Col.  Fisk  been  less  free-handed  this  fate  might  never 
have  befallen  him.  He  was  liberality  itself,  scatter- 
ing his  money  as  magnificently  as  he  planned  to 
make  it,  and  he  was  a  man  whose  memory  will  be 
that  of  a  good  friend  and  a  charitable  citizen.  Over 
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such  failings  as  he  had,  few  will  refuse  to  draw  the 
veil,  acknowledging  that  he  was  open,  frank,  and 
far  above  meanness,  and  that  his  faults  will  not  leave 
a  sting  after  the  grave  closes  upon  their  owner. 


His  E.j^traordinary  Business  Qualifications. 

The  World  concedes  that  the  business  qualifica- 
tions of  Colonel  Fisk  were  of  the  highest  order.  He 
possessed  prodigious  executive  capacity,  indomitable 
pluck  and  clearness  of  perception  in  forecasting  re- 
sults which  was  truly  remarkable.  In  fertility  of 
resource  he  was  in  no  sense  the  equal  of  Jay  Gould, 
and  he  seldom  entered  upon  any  really  important 
enterprise  without  first  taking  the  advice  of  that 
astute  and  wily  deviser  of  the  great  campaigns 
which  have  marked  the  present  Erie  management ; 
but  in  power  to  execute  difficult  undertakings  he 
was  altogether  the  superior  of  the  latter.  His  daily 
round  of  duties  embraced  an  amount  of  work  which 
no  man  of  less  natural  exuberance  and  elasticity 
of  temper  could  possibly  have  carried  through. 
From  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  each  working  day  he  was  con- 
stantly employed,  literally  never  having  a  spare 
moment.  At  times  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty  per- 
sons would  be  found  in  the  ante-rooms  waiting  to 
bring  before  him  matters  of  every  sort  and  descrip- 
tion, and  to  each  he  gave  prompt,  ready  attention, 
deciding  instantly  upon  the  case  .presented.  Often 
he  was  importuned  by  applicants  for  charity;  women 
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thronged  to  his  presence  begging  for  "  passes"  over 
some  of  the  many  lines  of  travel  under  his  control ; 
frequently  disabled  soldiers  applied  for  situations, 
pleading  their  services  in  the  Union  cause  as  a  rea- 
son why  they  should  be  favorably  considered.  It 
is  said  that  none  of  the  latter,  who  were  able  to 
bring  credentials,  were  ever  turned  away  without  an 
order  directing  that  a  place  be  found  for  them 
somewhere  in  the  Erie  service,  and  he  seldom,  if 
ever  refused  to  "  extend  the  courtesy  of  the  road  " 
to  any  person  in  actual  need. 

One  notable  feature  of  Colonel  Fisk's  business 
policy  was  the  directness  and  celerity  with  which  he 
got  at  the  heart  of  every  subject  coming  up  for  con- 
sideration. He  abominated  "red-tape,"  and  re- 
quired of  every  one  having  business  with  him  to 
state  it  without  circumlocution,  and  then,  when  his 
answer  was  given  to  depart  without  further  words. 
He  admitted  no  appeal  from  a  decision  once  made 
upon  the  facts  of  the  case.  His  good  humor  was 
unfailing,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  gravest  emer- 
gency he  was  as  jolly  and  cheerful  as  when  all  the 
world  was  smiling  fair.  Under  other  circumstances 
and  in  some  other  sphere,  with  his  energies  properly 
directed,  he  might  have  accomplished  services  for 
mankind  of  almost  incalculable  value,  for,  in  his 
capacity  to  look  on  the  right  side  of  life,  and  to 
utilize  every  resource  in  the  prosecution  of  great 
enterprises,  he  bad  two  at  least  of  the  qualifica- 
tions essential  to  a  successful  leader. 

Colonel    Fisk's  relations  with   his  subordinates 
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were  of  the  closest  and  most  sympathetic  nature.. 
He  was  prompt  to  recognize  faithful  service,  and  to 
resent  any  ingratitude  or  wrong  to  any  one  to  whom 
he  was  attached.  About  a  year  ago  he  handed  a 
check  for  $10,000  to  a  clerk,  who  having  been 
charged  with  the  management  of  a  special  interest, 
carried  it  through  with  an  unexpected  degree  of 
success. 

Liberality. 

Commissioner  Manierre  on  Sunday  evening,  said 
that  the  death  of  Colonel  Fisk  was  a  greater  loss 
to  the  police  than  many  supposed.  On  the  previ- 
ous Friday,  Colonel  Fisk  called  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Police  Department  and  said  that  he  understood 
that  the  police  had  not  been  paid  as  usual  on  the 
1st  of  the  month.  On  being  informed  that  such 
was  the  case,  he  told  him  that  he  would  call  the 
next  day  and  have  the  money  ($250,000)  ready  for 
their  use,  if  they  required  it,  so  that  the  men  might 
be  paid  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

Anecdote  of  the  Colonel. 

On  Saturday  morning  a  gentleman  of  dejected 
appearance  and  wearing  seedy  garments  called  at 
the  Erie  offices  and  asked  for  Colonel  Fisk.  He 
was  shown  up  to  the  Colonel,  when  the  visitor  ex- 
plained that  he  was  a  clergyman,  having  a  daugh- 
ter in  St  Louis  who  was  dying  of  consumption. 
He  had  no  money,  and  wanted  a  pass  to  enable 
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hiir  to  reach  his  daughter.  Colonel  Fisk  received 
him  kindly,  and  after  talking  with  him,  appointed 
a  clerk  to  look  into  the  matter.  The  clerk  came 
back  and  reported  his  belief  that  the  man  was  not 
a  clergjman.  Fisk  looked  at  the  man  again,  marked 
his  woe-begone  expression,  and  said  to  the  clerk : 

"  Maybe  he  says  he's  a  clergyman,  thinking  that 
will  help  him  to  get  the  pass.  That  may  not  be 
true ;  but  I  think  his  story  is.  He  looks  needy  and 
honest,  and  I  am  going  to  give  him  a  pass ;"  and 
the  Colonel  did. 


The  London  Times  on  Fish. 

After  the  assassination  of  Fisk,  the  English 
papers  commented  very  freely  on  his  life  and  the 
character  of  his  exploits.  Referring  to  the  "  Black' 
Friday"  operation,  the  London  Times  says: 

"  Even  his  failure  in  the  great  conspiracy  of  Sep- 
tember, 1869,  rather  attracted  the  crowd  of  money- 
worshippers,  by  its  audacity  of  conception.  The 
attempt  to  'corner  gold*  in  that  terrible  week  was 
so  near  com  plete  success  that  it  appeared  to  the  im- 
agination of  Wall  street  like  the  defeat  of  Hanni- 
bal or  Napoleon — a  victory  of  Fate  over  Genius. 
At  least  until  quite  recently,  when  the  shock  of  the 
fall  of  Tammany  had  been  felt  by  the  allied  power. 
Col.  Fisk  was  as  omnipotent  as  ever  in  his  control 
of  the  corporation,  as  magnificent  in  his  expendi- 
ture, as  reckless  in  his  pleasures,  as  favored  by  the 
populace,  as  implicitly  obeyed  by  his  creatures  in 
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the  Legislature,  and  on  the  bench.  Of  hte,  how- 
ever, he  must  have  felt  the  edifice  of  his  autocracy 
— for  he  had  completely  _  asserted  his  supremacy- 
over  his  colleague,  Gould — crumbling  under  his 
teet.  The  courts  in  which  he  sought  refuge  when- 
ever he  was  threatened  seemed  to  be  no  longer  safe 
against  the  intrusions  of  justice,  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  old  policy  of  issuing  fraudulent  stock 
could  be  tried  again  with  success.  New  York  was 
waiting  with  curious  expectancy  to  see  what  new 
move  the  crafty  'Admiral  * — so  they  admiringly 
dubbed  the  conqueror  of  '  Commodore '  Vanderbilt 
— would  try.  The  assassin's  bullet  has  cut  short  all 
such  questionings,  and  left  us  in  doubt  whether 
James  Fisk  was,  indeed,  at  last  '  played  out,'  or 
whether  his  fertile  mind  was  not  prepared  with  an 
expedient  adequate  for  the  coming  crisis." 

"  Where  the  Woodbine  Twineih." 

"  What  do  you  mean,  colonel,"  said  senator  Cox 
to  Fisk,  "  by  the  place  where  the  woodbine 
twineth?"  To  which  interrogatory  Fisk  re- 
sponded :  "  You  see,  I  was  before  that  learned  and 
dignified  body,  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency,  and  when  Garfield  asked  me  where  the 
money  got  by  Corbin  went  to,  I  could  not  make  a 
vulgar  reply  and  say  '  up  a  spout,'  but  observing, 
while  peddling  through  New  England,  that  every 
spout  of  house  or  cottage  had  woodbine  twining 
about  it,  I  said,  naturally  enough,  where  the  wood- 
bine twineth." 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


LIFE   OF   JAMES   FISK,   JB. 


In  the  Old  Stable. 


"While  making  his  last  visit  to  Battleboro  not 
long  since,  he  went  around  among  his  old  friends 
and  acquaintances,  many  of  whom  he  remembered 
■  in  a  very  substantial  way  where  he  found  them 
needy.  One  incident  is  related  which  presents  a 
touching  picture.  When  he  was  a  peddler  there  was 
a  man  who  acted  as  hostler  for  his  father  and  him- 
self. This  man  was  still  a  hostler  in  the  same  stable, 
although  for  other  parties.  He  had  grown  old,  but 
still  remained  the  same  cheerful  fellow  that  he  had 
always  been.  Mr.  Fisk  did  not  forget  him,  and 
seating  himself  in  the  stable  upon  an  inverted  feed- 
tub,  he  conversed  with  the  old  hostler  for  a  long 
time,  asking  many  questions  about  those  whom  they 
had  both  known  years  ago,  and  relating  incidents  of 
his  career  as  a  peddler  among  the  hills  and  dales  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  On  taking  leave  of  the 
old  hostler,  he  gave  him  something  substantial  as  a 
token  of  his  friendship. 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  this  visit  that  he  met 
and  brought  to  his  room  several  Battleboro  boys 
who  were  beginning  to  be  old  enough  to  think  of 
going  out  into  the  world.  To  them  he  gave  some 
very  good  advice,  pointing  out  the  way  to  success, 
and  not  only  that  but  taking  them  under  his  own 
charge  and  into  his  own  employ,  and  giving  them 
a  start  in  the  world.  More  than  one  dozen  of  the 
youths  of  his  native  village  owe  to  him  their  bturt 
and  present  huccess. 
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Fisk's  Stables. 


The  building  stands  in  Twenty-fourth  street,  and  as 
the  proprietor  lived  on  Twenty-third  street,  the  inter- 
vening distance  was  very  short.  In  fact,  Fisk's  do- 
mestic establishment  and  business  arrangements  were 
very  compact  and  convenient.  On  the  corner  of  the 
Eighth  avemie  and  Twenty-third  street  stood  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  the  cost  of  which  was  $850,000,  and  two 
doors  below  was  his  own  dwelling.  This  was  one  of 
a  row  of  small  houses,  and  here  he  had  a  plain  suite 
of  rooms,  the  rest  of  the  building  being  occupied  by  a 
family  who  attended  to  the  latter.  There  was  no  need 
of  style  here,  for  he  seldom,  if  ever,  saw  his  friends  in 
this  domicile.  The  Erie  rooms  at  the  Opera  House 
were  his  place  of  reception.  He  had  rented  these  rooms 
for  $75,000  per  year  to  the  company,  in  addition  to 
which  he  had  the  rents  of  the  stores  and  the  Opera 
House,  The  set  of  safes  which  he  built  here  was  a 
curiosity.  Commencing  at  a  stone  foundation,  they 
extended  through  three  floors,  and  cost  $60,000.  Con- 
nected with  the  estahHshment  was  a  first-class  res- 
taurant for  the  accommodation  of  clerks,  and  here  he 
took  the  largest  part  of  his  meals.  Four  hundred  feet 
down  Twenty-third  street  was  the  stately  mansion 
occupied  by  Helen  Josephine  Mansfield,  and  all  the 
intervening  property  stood  in  Fisk's  name.  It  was 
mortgaged,,  however,  for  nearly  its  cost,  and  the  de- 
cline in  property  will  effectually  wipe  out  all  the 
money  thus  invested.  Directly  in  the  rear  of  Helen 
Josephine's  stood  his  stable,  fronting  on  Twenty-fourth 
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street,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  the  neighboring 
real  estate  was  held  by  him  in  the  manner  above  de- 
scribed. 

He  persistently  pursued  pleasure,  and  sought  every- 
where to  purchase  it  by  the  most  prodigul  use  of 
money.  Two  years  before  his  death,  he  owned  and 
drove  four  fine  horses,  which  ought  certainly  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  any  private  man  living  alone  as  Fisk 
was  in  New  York.  Prince  Erie,  however,  was  as  ex- 
traordinary in  this  as  in  other  investments ;  the  num- 
her  of  his  horses  was  soon  increased  to  fifteen.  He 
;mid  for  his  stable  the  handsome  sum  of  $20,000,  and 
then  built  an  addition,  which  made  the  entire  cost 
$30,000.  This  building  has  a  front  of  twenty-five  feet, 
and  in  depth  extends  100  feet,  thus  covering  the  en- 
tire lot.  The  space  for  the  first  forty  feet  was  occu- 
pied by  carriages  and  other  appurtenances  of  driving, 
and  among  these  were  a  very  large  barouche  sleigh  and 
also  a  very  large  phaeton,  which  cost  $1,500.  This 
was  intended  for  use  in  the  Central  Park;  besides 
which  there  were  four  "drags"  (as  they  are  called),  or 
smaller  carriages  of  a  similar  style.  It  is  surprising  to 
think  how  he  could  find  use  for  so  many  vehicles ;  and 
yet  there  must  be  added  to  the  number  a  pair  of  costly 
Clarences — a  sort  of  covered  coach  with  a  front  en- 
tirely of  plate  glass,  which  enables  the  inmate  to  see 
all  that  passes  in  the  street  without  exposure ;  to  add 
to  its  beauty  the  glass  front  is  handsomely  curved.  It 
is  the  most  fashionable  style  of  visiting  carriage  and 
is  also  one  of  the  most  expensive,  Mr.  Fisk  had  one 
of  these  which  cost  $2,000,  but  it  was  not  sufficient* 
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elegant,  and  therefore  he  ordered  another  last  summer. 
This  carriage  in  point  of  finish  exhausted  the  tar.te  and 
skill  of  the  manufacturer.  It  was  lined  in  part  with 
gold  cloth,  and  cost  $!^,500.  In  this  carriage  its  owner 
rode  to  his  death.  On  the  fatal  Saturday  he  rolled 
down  Broadway  in  splendid  style,  halting  at  the  Grand 
Hotel,  and  the  driver  soon  returned  to  the  stable  to 
report  the  assassination  of  his  master. 

As  Fisk  frequently  appeared  in  public  with  six 
horses,  he  had  a  set  of  blankets  manufactured  for  this 
especial  service.  The  price  of  this  half  dozen  blankets 
was  $650,  or  $108.33  apiece.  They  are  elegantly  em- 
broidered and  have  their  owner's  monogram  on  the 
corner.  It  will  be  difficult  to  match  them  in  point  of 
elegance  in  this  country.  The  harness  was  of  corre- 
sponding beauty,  and  hung  in  a  large  closet  with  glass 
doors.  This  room  was  handsomely  ceiled  in  imitation 
of  black  walnut,  and  was  ornamented  with  appropriate 
pictures.  Over  head  was  a  suite  of  rooms  for  the 
coachman,  Frank  Houseman,  who  is  a  very  handsome 
colored  man.  He  can  drive  six  in  hand  with  perfect 
ease,  and  is  one  of  the  best  "  whips  "  in  the  city.  Fisk's 
ambition  led  him  to  engage  this  man  at  $100  per 
month,  and  four  other  colored  men  were  employed  at 
$60  per  month  to  groom  the  horses.  In  this  way 
$350  per  month  were  paid  for  wages,  and  the  entire 
cost  of  maintaining  the  establishment  could  not  have 
been  less  than  $10,000  per  year.  Houseman  said  that 
a  ton  of  hay  was  fed  weekly  with  a  proportionate 
quantity  of  oats — but  ground  feed  was  not  used.  Im- 
mediately in  the  rear  were  the  stalls,  each  of  which 
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hore  the  name  of  the  occupant,  in  the  foIlowin<*  orrlcr : 
Jim,  Elias,  Colonel,  Messenger,  Blucher,  Andy,  Jubi- 
lee, Prince,  Frank,  &c.  This  entire  establishment  was 
closed  out  at  auction  a  few  weeks  after  the  death  of 
its  owner.  The  sum  realized  from  the  sale  was  over 
$50,000. 

Fislc's  Canary  Birds. 

.  imong  the  effects  of  "  Admiral"  Fisk  were  two 
hundred  and  fifty  canary  birds.  These  birds  consti- 
tuted part  of  the  outfit  of  the  great  steamers  of  the 
"  Narragansett  line."  They  were  permitted  to  fly 
about  on  these  boats  and  to  entertain  the  passengers. 
The  little  songsters  after  the  death  of  their  owner 
were  all,  one  day,  brought  to  the  block,  and  were 
knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder,  by  an  unsenti- 
mental auctioneer.  They  were  sold  at  prices  ranging 
from  five  to  twenty-six  dollars ;  the  highest  sum  was 
given  for  the  bird  known  as  "  Colonel  Jim,"  which 
used  to  fly  about  the  Plymouth  Rock  and  settle  on 
ladies'  heads,  invariably  selecting  young  ,  and  pretty 
passengers.  It  was  purchased  by  a  "  drummer"  from 
Chicago. 

The  famous  music-box,  surmounted  by  a  fine  model 
in  gold  and  silver  of  the  Frovidenoe,  was  sold  for  the 
sura  of  $1,600. 
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1*611  Sketch. 

Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  thus  characterizes  James 
Fisk,  Jr. 

"  And  that  supreme  mountebank  of  fortune — the 
astounding  event  of  this  age:  that  a  man  with  some 
smartness  in  business,  but  absolutely  without  moral 
sense,  and  as  absolutely  devoid  of  shame  as  the  desert 
of  Sahara  is  of  grass — that  this  man,  with  one  leap, 
should  have  vaulted  to  the  very  summit  of  power  in 
New  York,  and  for  seven  to  ten  years  should  have  held 
the  courts  in  his  hands,  and  the  IjOgisIature  and  the 
most  consummate  invested  interest  of  the  land  in  his 
hands,  and  laughed  at  England  and  laughed  at  New 
York,  and  matched  himself  against  the  financial  skill 
of  the  whole  city,  and  outwitted  the  whole,  and  rode 
out  to  this  hour  in  glaring  and  magnificent  prosperity 
— shameless,  vicious,  criminal,  abominable  in  his  lusts, 
and  flagrant  in  his  violation  of  public  decency — that 
this  man  should  have  been  the  snpremest  there ;  and 
yet  in  an  instant,  by  the  hand  of  a  fellow  culprit, 
God's  providence  struck  him  to  the  ground!  And 
yet  I  say  to  every  young  man  who  has  looked  upon 
this  glaring  meteor,  and  seen  his  course  of  prosperity, 
and  thought  that  perhaps  integrity ,  was  not  so  neces- 
sary, '  Mark  the  end  of  the  wicked  man,'  and  turn 
back  again  to  the  ways  of  integrity." 
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Though  Fisk  lived  for  the  last  aeven  years  wholly 
in  New  York,  his  domestic  headquarters  were  main- 
tained in  Boston.  His  wife  has  remained  there, 
occasionally  visiting  New  York,  and  once  making  a 
tour  of  Europe.  The  relations  of  the  pair  have  been 
much  discussed,  and  have  provoked  much  sneering 
comment  upon  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  vows, 
Fisk's  infidelity  was  too  open  to  be  glossed  over,  and 
it  is  hardly  a  violation  of  the  maxim,  de  mortuis  nil 
nisi  bonum,  to  refer  to  his  numerous  and  ostentatious 
Hasans.  Mrs.  Fisk  has  lived  quietly  but  luxuri- 
ously, enjoying  the  society  of  a  few  friends,  of  whom 
Eben  Jordan,  Fisk's  former  partner,  and  now  his 
executor,  is  said  to  have  been  especially  esteemed. 
She  is  a  woman  of  somewhat  massive  charms,  and 
never  fails  to  command  attention  as  she  rides  about. 
The  inference  would  be  rational,  I  think,  that  the  two 
had  agreed  to  "  gang  their  ain  gait,"  each  unreproached 
by  the  other,  and  one  would  also  naturally  infer  that 
their  affection  for  each  other  could  not  be  very  strong. 
But  one  of  our  papers  said,  after  the  assassination,  that 
there  was  hardly  a  more  devoted  couple  in  the  land ;  that 
during  their  separation  not  a  day  passed  in  which  they 
did  not  exchange  letters.  It  is  said  that  Mrs.  Fisk  is 
a  woman  of  strong  mind  and  great  natural  talents,  and 
that  she  had  rendered  important  assistance  to  her 
late  husband  in  many  of  his  enterprises.  Fisk  made 
frequent  visits  to  Boston  to  attend  to  the  business  of 
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the  Narragansett  Steamship  Company,  and  his  arrival 
at  the  office  of  that  company,  in  the  old  State  House, 
always  drew  a  crowd  of  curious  gazers  upon  the  mag- 
nificence of  his  equipage  and  the  splendor  of  his  cos- 
tume. 

It  is  said  his  wife  was  his  senior  by  several  years ;  that 
she  regarded  him  as  under  her  charge.  "  With  all 
his  notorious  sins  against  her,  there  had  never  been 
estrangement  between  them.  She  excused  everything, 
and  he  held  for  her  a  sort  of  platonic  afi"ection.  He 
wrote  to  her  constantly,  and  visited  her  very  often. 
She  was  his  confidante  always,  and  his  adviser  in 
many  things.  She  was  more  like  an  elder  sister  than 
a  wife  to  this  mercurial  being,  who  appears  to  have 
had  the  highest  respect  for  her  traits  of  character,  and 
to  have  been  passionately  regarded  by  herself  as  an 
incorrigibly  wayward  member  of  the  family  who  must 
be  humored  in  almost  any  eccentricities." 

WTiy  Poor  People  Loved  Col.  Fish. 

Early  one  winter,  while  Capt,  Killalee  was  in  com- 
mand  of  the  Sixteenth  Precinct,  he  met  the  late  Col. 
James  Fisk,  Jr.,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Grand  Opera 
House.  They  were  strangers  to  each  other,  but  the 
Colonel  recognized  the  Captain  by  his  uniform.  The 
following  conversation  took  place  : 

Col.  Fisk — I  see  by  your  cap  that  you  are  Captain 
of  this  precinct.     Why  don't  you  come  and  see  me. 

Capt,  Killalee — Thank  you,  Colonel.  I  will  some 
of  these  days. 
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Col.  Fisk — If  you'll  step  in  now  I'll  get  you  to  do 

something  for  me  on  the  quiet. 

Then  together  they  mounted  the  broad  stairs  lead- 
ing to  Col,  Fisk's  private  office.  Once  in  the  room 
with  the  door  locked  Col.  Fisk  handed  the  Captain  a 
cigar  and  thus  addressed  liim : 

"Captain,  I  want  to  be  charitable,  and  I  don't  want 
any  one  to  know  it.  I  want  what  I  do  in  this  way 
kept  out  of  the  newspapers.  I  know  there  are  a  large 
number  of  poor  widows  and  helpless  orphans  in  this 
ward,  and  no  one  ought  to  know  their  circumstances 
better  than  you.  Whenever  you  come  across  any  that 
are  really  needy  send  them  to  me,  and  each  family 
can  have  either  a  ton  of  coal  or  a  barrel  of  flour.     Yes 

(oath),  they  can  have  both  the  coal  and  tlie  flour  too 

if  they're  very  poor." 

The  Captain  thanked  him  for  his  kind  ofl'er,  and 

promised  to  attend  to  it.     As  he  was  taking  his  leave 

the  Colonel  called  him  back  and  said : 

"  And,  Captain,  if  you  hear  of  any  poor  people  who 

want  to  go  West  and  have  no  money,  you  can  have  a 

ticket  for  them  at  any  time.     Come  yourself  and  get 

it" 

Capt.  Killalee,  under  this  promise,  sent  over  twenty 

poor  widows  to  Col.  Fisk,  to  each  of  whom  he  gave 

an  order  for  coal  or  flour,  and  in  many  instances  both. 

They  deplore  his  dastardly  murder  as  much  as  though 

they  had  lost  a  relative,  and  are  loud  in  their  cries  for 

the  assassin's  blood. 
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The  Lesson  as  Read. 

After  the  death  of  Col.  Fisk  the  newspapers  of  every 
class  commented  very  freely  on  the  "lesson  of  his  life." 
Many  kind  and  numerous  unkind  thinga  were  said  of 
him;  and  of  the  former  enough  was  proven  to  convince 
the  world  that  James  Fisk,  Jr ,  was  a  representative  man 
in  immorality  of  a  certain  phase ;  while  of  the  latter* 
there  was  an  authenticated  supply  sufficient  to  show 
conclusively  that  he  was  generous,  kind,  genial,  and 
munificent  in  his  treatment  of  the  poor.  "  Charity 
covereth  a  multitude  of  sins."  This,  however,  the 
majority  of  commentators  on  the  life  and  character  of 
Mr.  Fisk  do  not  seem  to  recollect.  They  have  also 
forgotten,  in  holding  up  his  faults  and  vices  as  the  in- 
centives and  instigators  of  his  cruel  end,  very  properly, 
too,  and  for  an  example  for  others  to  profit  by,  to  pre- 
sent Stokes,  the  assassin,  as  a  man  equally  faulty  and 
vicious.  They  have  said  "  Behold  Fisk ! — ^had  he  been 
strictly  virtuous,  and  unequivocally  fair  in  all  his  deal- 
ings ;  had  he  avoided  the  woman  whose  steps  lead 
down  to  hell — had  he  ignored  silly  ostentations  and 
licentious  display,  he  would  now  be  living."  They  do 
not  say  that  Stokes,  had  he  kept  to  the  right  as  the 
law  directs,  had  he  avoided  questionable  speculations, 
lewd  female  associations,  "  fast "  habits,  improper  male 
companionship,  and  also  quenched  his  thirst  for  finan- 
cial gain  at  the  legitimate  fountain  only,  he  would  not 
now  be  standing  in  the  shadow  of  the  gallows,  with 
the  execrations,  maledictions  and  contempt  of  the  entire 
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population  of  the  United  States  resting;  upon  his 
cowardly  head.  Of  the  two  frightful  examples,  his  is 
the  most  frightful  Whether  he  be  hanged  or  spared 
the  rope,  he  had  better  be  dead,  for  he  is  lost  to  all 
usetulness  in  this  life,  and  happiness  will  flee  his 
presence  forevermore. 


Fisk,  Jr.,  had  many  good  qualities  in  his  character, 
and  kept  large  amounts  of  money  constantly  in  circu- 
lation, which  benefited  a  large  number  of  deserving 
people.  To  professional  persons  he  was  ever  kind  and 
generous,  rewarding  them  in  a  princely  manner  for 
the  slightest  service  rendered.  To  musicians  he  was 
a  benefactor,  for  besides  giving  to  their  organized 
society  recently  a  large  sum  of  money,  he  has  main- 
tained, at  no  little  cost,  the  Ninth  Regiment  Band, 
numbering  one  hundred  pieces.  In  the  various  busi- 
ness enterprises  with  which  he  was  connected,  he  gave 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  worthy  people,  and 
all  those  who  have  been  in  his  employ  spoke  well  of 
him  as  being  kind  and  considerate  in  his  treatment. 
In  fact,  he  may  generally  be  considered  as  having 
been  a  "  generous  soul."  Owing  to  the  necessary 
haste  with  which  his  will  was  prepared,  many  old 
friends  and  employees  were,  doubtless,  forgotten.  The 
disposition  of  his  property,  however,  was  such  as  proves 
him  to  have  been  wholly  unselfish ;  generous  to  his 
friends,  and  kind  to  all  who  were  near  and  dear  to 
him. 
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In  Full  View. 

"  No  career  in  our  time  has  been  more  intensely 
dramatic,  than  the  one  which  closed  in  the  death  of 
James  Fisk.  His  life  was  passed  entirely  in  the 
public  view.  The  whole  world  rang  with  the  reports 
of  hia  preposterous  transgressions.  No  name  of  any 
American  was  better  known  at  home  or  abroad.  He 
rose. at  one  bound  to  the  summit  of  apparent  success. 
He  seemed  for  a  time  impregnable  to  the  combined 
attack  of  honest  creditors  and  dishonest  foes.  It  ap- 
peared as  if  he  were  likely  to  defy  and  evade  retribu- 
tion, closing  a  youth  of  audacious  fraud  with  an  age 
of  opulence  and  impunity — still  further  demoralizing 
and  poisoning  the  public  conscience  by  the  spectacle 
of  a  hollow  decorum  assumed  when  the  objects  of 
villany  were  accomplished.  It  is  true  there  were 
strong  hopes  indulged  in  these  last  few  days  that  the 
law  was  to  prove  stronger  than  the  cunning  of  the 
conspirators  who  had  so  long  defied  it.  But  we  were 
not  to  see  so  commonplace  a  close  to  so  mavelloiis  a 
history.  The  crime  and  disorder  he  had  thriven  by, 
were  to  betray  him.  The  fabric  reared  by  fraud  and 
violence,  was  to  crumble  by  the  touch  of  murder.  The 
short  and  vivid  life  was  to  end  in  a  tragedy  which 
should  form  a  fitting  close  to  it,  and  point  its  meaning 
forever  as  a  memory  and  a  ivarning." 

One  of  his  bitterest  pen-and-ink  foes  says : 
"  We  know  the  worst  of   him.     What  there  was 
good  in  him  the  world  has  had  little  chance  to  learn. 
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He  was  no  hypocrite — if  that  is  any  praise.  When 
he  devoured  the  widow's  substance,  he  differed  from 
many  of  his  associates  in  refraining  from  the  pretence 
of  long  prayers.  In  the  household  circle  where  he 
was  known  before  he  became  the  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  of 
history,  he  will  be  sincerely  mourned  and  wept. 
Perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  we  should  leave  his  story  as 
it  is  known  to  the  world — a  warning  and  a  lesson. 
There  would  be  little  to  regret  in  the  close  of  his 
career,  if  the  public  reprobation  which  was  so  freely 
lavished  upon  him  could  be  turned  upon  the  system 
that  produced  him  and  the  slayer,  but  as  vile  trans- 
gressors he  has  left  behind." 


The  Women  of  Artterica. 

The  female  world  seems  to  be  about  equally  divided 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Fisk's  career.  As  a  rule  actresses, 
ballet'^rls,  and  adventuresses  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  higher  order  of  truly  Christian  women  on  the 
other,  seem  disposed — the  former  class  from  profes- 
sional sympathy,  the  latter  from  their  true  piety  and 
liberality — to  look  upon  the  late  speculator  with  emo- 
tions of  kindness  and  pity ;  but  the  large,  orthodox, 
reputable,  domestic,  home-loving  middle  class  of  fe- 
males— in  other  words,  the  great  majority  of  women 
— regard  the  departed  with  the  same  aversion  in  death 
as  in  life.  But  all  women  of  whatever  class  or  social 
position  unite  in  condemning  in  toto  tlie  notorious 
woman  who  has  been  the  cause  of  all  this  trouble. 
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Tumble- Down  Row. 

This  somewhat  dilapidated  row  of  buildings  in 
Brattleboro  is  connected  with  Mr.  Fisk  only  so  far 
as  being  owned  by  him  atone  time.  Some  time 
since  he  made  this  property  over  to  his  wife,  and 
it  was  in  her  name  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


Funeral  Scenes. 

The  arrival  of  the  monrnfa!  procession  at  the 
Brattleboro  depot,  where  thousands  of  his  townsmen 
had  gathered  to  see  the  body  and  pay  respect  to  his 
memory,  marked  an  epoch  in  the  quiet  little  town 
of  his  nativity.  People  came  to  the  village  from 
the  country  miles  away,  and  a  larger  concourse 
gathered  on  this  occasion  than  ever  congregated 
there  at  one  time  before. 
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ANECDOTES   ABOUT  PISK. 


A  friend  wrote  from  New  York:  Once,  two 
years  ago,  I  had  occasion  to  spend  an  hour  with 
him  in  the  Erie  office.  The  Colonel  was  being 
shaved  as  I  entered,  and  his  face  was  half  covered 
with  foaming  lather.  Just  then  some  one  came  and 
told  him  that  the  gentlemen  in  the  office  had  made 
up  a  purse  of  $34  to  be  presented  to  little  Peter, 
yisk's  favorite  little  office-boy. 

"  All  right,"  said  the  Colonel,  smiling,  and  wiping 
the  lather  from  his  face,  "  call  in  Peter." 

In  a  moment  little  Peter  entered  with  a  shy  look, 
and  seemingly  half  frightened. 

"  Well  Peter,"  said  the  Colonel,  as  he  held  the 
envelope  with  the  money  in  one  hand  and  the  towel 
in  the  other,  "  what  did  you  mean,  sir,  by  absent- 
ing yourself  from  the  Erie  Office  the  other  day 
when  both  Mr.  Gould  and  I  were  away,  leaving  the 
whole  mass  of  business  on  Mr.  Eucker's  shoulders." 
Then  he  frowned  fearfully,  while  Peter  trembled 
from  head  to  foot.  "  But,  my  boy  "  continued  Fisk, 
"  I  will  not  blame  you ;  there  may  be  extenuating 
circumstances.  Evil  associates  may  have  tempted 
you  away.  Here,  Peter,  take  this,  (handing  him 
$34),  and  henceforth  let  your  life  be  one  of  recti- 
tude— quiet  rectitude — Peter,  and    remember  that 
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evil  communications  are  not  always  the  best  policy, 
and  that  honesty  is  worth  two  in  the  bush."  As 
Peter  went  back  to  his  place  bedside  the  outside 
door  everybody  laughed  and  Fisk  sat  down  to  have 
the  other  side  of  his  face  shaved. 


Peter  and  Daniel  Drew. 

Pretty  quick  in  came  a  little  dried  up  old  gentle- 
man, with  keen  gray  eyes,  surmounted  by  an  over- 
powering Panama  hat.  The  Erie  Railway  Office  was 
then  the  old  gentleman's  daily  rendezvous.  Here 
he  would  sit  for  hours  at  a  time  and  peer  out  from 
under  his  broadbrim  at  the  wonderful  movements  of 
Col.  Fisk,  Cautious,  because  he  could  move  but 
slowly,  this  venerable  gentleman,  who  has  made 
Wall  street  tremble,  hitched  up  to  the  gold  indica- 
tor,, all  the  time  keeping  an  eye  on  the  quotations 
and  the  other  on  the  Colonel.  As  a  feeler,  he  ven- 
tured to  ask : — 

"  How  is  Lake  Shore  this  morning,  Colonel  V 

"  Peter,  said  Fisk,  with  awful  gravity,  «  communi- 
cate with  the  Great  American  Speculator  and  show 
him  how  they  are  dealing  on  the  street !" 

The  old  man  chuckled,  Gould  had  a  smile  while 
smoothing  his  jetty  whiskers,  and  little  Peter  took 
hold  of  the  running  wire  with  Daniel  Drew.  It 
was  the  beginning  and  the  ending — youth  and  ex. 
perience — simplicity  and  shrewdness — Peter  and 
Daniel ! 
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Exuberance  of  Feeling. 


Fisk  always  had  an  exuberance  of  feeling. 

During  my  stay  a  journalist  sent  in  his  card. 

"All  right,"  said  the  Colonel — "let  him  come 
in ;"  then  turning  to  the  gentleman  of  the  press,  he 
said: 

"  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  news  V 

"But,  Mr.  Fisk,  I  came  here  to  get  the  news — " 

"  Thunderation,  you  did,  hey!  Well,  I  wish  you 
would  only  tell  as  much  here  as  you  go  right  oif  and 
tell  in  the  newspapers.  If  I  thought  you  would,  I'd 
say, '  Here  Peter,  wind  up  the  nickel  reporter  and 
let  him  talk,'" 

"  You  seem  very  busy  to-day,"  remarked  the  re- 
porter, resorting  to  the  drawing  out  process. 

"  Yes,"  said  Fisk,  smiling,  "  I'm  trying  to  find 
out  from  all  these  papers  where  Gould  gets  money 
enough  to  pay  his  income  tax.  He  never  has  any 
money — -feet,  sir!  He  even  wanted  to  borrow  of 
me  to  pay  his  income  tax  last  September,  and  I  lent 
him,  and  that's  gone,  too !  This  income  business 
will  be  the  ruination  of  Gould."  Here  the  venera- 
ble Daniel  Brew  concealed  a  laugh,  and  Gould 
turned  clear  around,  so  that  Fisk  could  only  see  the 
back  of  his  head,  while  his  eyes  twinkled  in  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Colonel's  iun. 
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Col,  James  Fish's  Retreat. 


The  following  amusing  account  of  Col.  Fisk's  flight 
was  published  in  the  newspapers  two  days  after  the 
riots :  "  When  the  doughty  knight  who  guides  the  for- 
tunes of  the  9th  regiment  first  took  the  command  of 
that  branch  of  the  militia,  he  doubtless  flattered  himself 
that  after  the  war  just  passed,  he  would  count  on  a 
long  series  of  bloodless  victories,  and  such  martial 
glory  as  is  to  be  won  on  the  "  field  of  the  cloth  of 
gold."  The  9th  had  labored  on  many  a  gory  field, 
and  he  should  enter  into  their  labors.  His  vaulting 
ambition  showed  him  a  long  series  of  campaigns  at 
watering  places  and  city  fetes,  and  celebrations  such  as 
few  military  heroes  since  Xerxes  had  ever  planned 
and  carried  out.  Great,  then,  was  the  dismay  of  this 
resplendent  carpet  knight  wheii  it  became  known 
that  there  was  danger  in  the  air;  that  his  fellow 
patriots  of  the  Tammany  persuasion  were  so  longing 
for  an  opportunity  to  test  his  military  qualities,  that 
they  had  determined  to  draw  him  out  in  this  direc- 
tion, by  offering  their  bodies  as  food  for  his  powder. 

The  hero  of  so  many  railroad  battles  and  sieges 
was  seized  with  an  attack  of  pei^piration  when  he 
heard  that  his  valorous  purpose  of  guarding  the 
Twenty-third  street  ferry  from  the  river  thieves 
was  overruled,  and  that  he  must  face  the  Mackerel- 
ville  spectors.  He  says  in  his  Long  Branch  mani- 
festo, the  prompt  insurance  of  which  showed  a  whole- 
some fear  of  unpleasant  remarks  as  the  result  of  his 
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flight;  "I  received  an  order  from  the  Governor  to 
stop  all  Orangemen  from  crossing  the  ferry  from  Jer- 
sey City.  I  came  back  to  the  Opera  House  and 
heard  of  the  trouble.  I  put  on  my  sword  and  coat 
and  tried  to  get  to  the  regiment.  The  fighting  had 
commenced.  I  told  Cols.  Scott  and  Clark  that  the 
only  way  to  save  ua  was  to  pitch  into  them.  I  made 
my  way  to  the  regiment  to  give  the  order  to  fire. 
Braine  had  already  given  the  order."  Why  is  it  that 
a  man  so  given  to  ofiering  sworn  testimony  cannot 
come  nearer  to  the  truth  than  the  above  statement  t 
No  order  to  fire  was  given  until  he  had  been  at  least 
five  minutes  in  his  shirt  sleei'es  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment  at  Twenty-fifth  street.  The  writer  and 
several  other  eye  witnesses  can  testify  to  this. 

But  to  return  to  the  perspiration.  Reeking  at 
every  pore,  the  valiant  knight  dashed  down  his  coat 
and  sword,  and  then,  when  he  started  for  the  street, 
was  60  demoralized  that  he  forgot  to  take  his  outer 
garment,  and  the  weapon  that  he  had  sworn  to  keep 
ever  ready  for  use  against  the  enemies  of  the  Repub- 
lic. One  report  has  him  driving  in  a  carriage  to  his 
regiment,  just  as  some  novelists  cause  their  heroes 
and  heroines  to  "  call  a  carriage"  in  every  emergency. 
Another  says,  "  They  all  agree  that  he  ran  up  the 
avenue  from  the  direction  of  the  Opera  House  until 
he  reached  his  regiment,  when  he  borrowed  a  sword 
and  took  command."  Here,  then,  at  last,  stands  the 
great  captain,  sword  in  hand,  with  one  garment  more 
upon  him  than  he  wore  in  his  first  field  day  at  Long 
Branch,  to  wit,  his  pantaloons.     "  He  was  flourishing 
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his  sabre,"  says  one ;  and  again,  "  The  mob  appeared 

to  be  surrounding  Col.  Fisk,  and  be  was  seen  to  raise 
bis  sabre."  No  wonder  this  portentious  behavior 
precipitated  a  crisis,  and  was  a  signal  for  an  indis- 
criminate fusilade  by  three  regiments.  In  the  Long 
Branch  manifesto  the  admirable  admiral  covers  this 
point  thus :  "  The  crowd  came  for  me."  He  was,  he 
felt,  the  goal  of  aU  their  wishes.  It  is  always  so,  and 
he  knew  it  and  expected  it.  Crowds  always  "  go  for" 
him.  "A  rush  was  made.  Col.  Fisk  was  soon  after 
picked  up  out  of  the  gutter,  with  his  ankle  dislo- 
cated." 

He  forgets  about  the  coat  when  lie  reaches  Long 
Branch,  and  says,  "  When  I  got  up  my  coat  was  all 
torn  off,  and  I  found  that  I  was  wounded."  Ah, 
honest  Jack  Falstaff,  an*  thy  person  he  no  worse 
slashed  than  thy  doublet'  thou'rt  but  a  lying  varlet 
after  all.  Thy  coat,  forsooth !  all  torn  off !  when  it 
I'ay  snugly  enough  all  through  the  fray  upon  some 
couch  in  the  Grand  Erie  Opera  House.  Our  warrior 
says :  "  I  limped  into  the  house  [after  the  enemy 
had  fled],  I  there  got  a  big  overcoat."  All  his 
further  proceedings  were  big.  After  blacking  his 
blonde  moustache,  and  otherwise  disguising  himself 
[some  says  by  smearing  his  whole.face  with  blacking], 
be  drove  to  the  Hoffman  House,  "followed  by  the 
mob."  He  must  have  changed  bis  mind  after  start- 
ing for  the  Hoffman  House,  as  he  never  reached 
there.  He  was  afraid  they  would  make  a  bonfire  of 
the  bouse  in  his  honor.  "  I  telegraphed  for  an  engine 
to   meet   me   at  Sandy  Hook.     I    hired   a   tug    and 
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arrived  here  at  ten  o'clock.  I  had  to  be  carried  to  my 
room."  This  he  would  have  the  public  to  understand 
capped  the  climax  of  the  events  of  the  day.  As  such 
the  publicans  in  bis  pay  doubtless  accepted  it. 

Here,  then,  ended  this  ever  memorable  retreat, 
equalled  only  by  that  of  Xenophon  with  his  small 
army,  or  McClellan  with  his  large  one.  What  might 
have  happened  to  the  city  if  the  Commodore  had  not 
taken  to  his  ship  it  is  hard  to  say. 
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ticutive  Committee."  The  motion  was  immediately 
seconded,  and,  without  discussion,  adopted  by  a  unani- 
m.bus  vote.  A  motion  to  elect  a  new  President  fol- 
lowed, and  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  receiving  the  entire  nine 
ballots,  was  declared  elected,  and  was  .escorted  to  the 
President's  chair  by  Vice  President  Archer.  Up  to 
this  time  Gould's  police  officials  had  remained  in  the 
room,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barlow,  that  their 
further  attendance  could  be  dispensed  with,  they  left, 
although  Mr.  Shearman  Gould's  lawyer,  secured  the 
privilege  of  having  his  stenographer  remain. 

No  useless  speech -making  followed  the  election  of 
Gen.  Dix  as  President,  but  the  new  Board  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  transaction  of  necessary  business, 
as  men  impressed  with  the  responsibility  they  had 
voluntarily  assumed.  It  was  voted  that  Mr.  Shearman, 
the  newly  elected  Treasurer,  beauthorized  to  pay  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  company  any  maturing  debts  which 
are  certified  by  the  Vice  President. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  written  notices  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  on  Jay  Gould,  and  also  on  the  dis- 
missed attorneys.  President  Dix  wrote  two  letters  for 
this  purpose,  and  placed  that  for  the  Ex-president  in 
the  hands  of  Gen.  Sickels  with  instructions  to  serve  it 
on  Gould.    It  was  as  follows ; 

"  Sir: — At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Erie  Railway  Company,  held  this  day,  a 
full  quorum  of  the  Board  being  present,  you  were 
unanimously  removed  from  the  office  of  President  of 
this  Board,  and  as  President  of  this  Company,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  I  was 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 

EDWARD.    S.    STOKES. 

Biograpliical  Sketch  of  the  assassin — Who  Le  was — Dow  he  lived — 
HiB  quarrel — His  crime — In  prison, 

Edward  S.  Stokes  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in 
the  year  1841,  and  is  now  in  his  thirty-first  year. 
His  parents  were  people  in  very  comfortable  circum- 
stances, and  moved  in  the  best  society  in  the 
Quaker  City,  "When  quite  a  young  lad  he  came 
to  this  city  with  his  family,  and  many  of  our  oldest 
citizens  will  remember  the  firm  of  Stokes  &  Bud- 
long,  the  principal  member  of  the  firm  being  the 
father  of  Edward  S.  Stokes,  who  has  for  the  last 
twelve  months  been  the  theme  of  newspaper  arti- 
cles from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Stokes  was 
always  in  early  life  fond  of  athletic  sports,  and 
until  lately  was  considered  a  gymnast  by  those 
who  knew  him  best.  He  was  educated  at  the  High 
School  in  Philadelphia,  and  received  a  first-class 
English  and  Latin  education.  He  was  quick  to 
learn  and  very  proficient  in  his  studies.  He  was 
with  his  father's  firm  in  the  provision  business  in 
Chambers  street,  in  this  city,  at  an  early  age,  and 
manifested  great  energy  and  business  tact.    He  had 
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one  great  fault,  however.  His  blood  was  hot,  and 
being  of  a  nervous,  sanguine  temperament,  he  was 
liable  at  any  moment  to  break  out  when  he  deemed 
himself  imposed  upon  or  outraged.  He  has  always 
been  sensitive  to  an  insult  and  quick  to  resent  an 
injury.  Stokes  is  five  feet  nine  inches  high,  and 
weighs  about  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  He 
is  slightly  built,  but  is  very  wiry  and  active  on  his 
feet.  In  conversation  lie  talks  quickly  and  to  the 
point,  and  hurries  his  affairs  through  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Stokes  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance, of  a  dark  complexion,  with  piercing  black 
eyes  and  regular  features.  His  hair,  which  was  jet 
black  a  couple  of  years  ago,  is  now  partly  gray,  and 
were  it  not  for  his  active  movements  he  would  pass 
for  a  man  of  forty-five  years.  Mr.  Stokes  married 
a  lady  of  good  family  some  ten  years  ago,  and  has 
by  her  one  child,  a  Tery  beautiful  girl  of  nine  years 
of  age.  In  Jane  of  last  year,  Mrs.  Stokes,  who  was 
in  bad  health,  visited  Europe  to  seek  some  benefit 
from  the  mineral  springs  of  Central  Germany,  and 
wheii  last  heard  from,  as  late  as  December  tid,  was 
in  Paris.  The  family  while  in  New  York  had  an 
elegant  suit  of  apartments  at  the  Worth  House, 
corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Twenty-sixth  street. 
These  apartments  were  furnished  with  every  article 
of  luxury  and  refinement  that  taste  could  devise  or 
that  money  could  buy.  Nearly  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  Mr.  Stokes  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Fisk, 
and  through  the  introduction  of  the  latter  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Helen  Josephine  Mansfield.  An 
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intimacy  sprung  up  between  the  two,  which  has  re- 
sulted in  the  shooting  of  James  Fisk.  This  fatal 
intimacy  was  the  cause  of  serious  trouble  between 
Edward  Stokes  and  his  mfe,  and  although  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  affection  subsisting  between  the  couple, 
yet  human  nature  is  weak,  and  such  wandering  from 
the  straight  course  is  certain  to  bring  serious  trouble. 
It  is  hard  to  tell  whether  there  be  any  real  feeling  of 
affection  on  the  part  of  Helen  Manstield  towards 
Edward  S.  Stokes.  Stokes  has  always  asserted  that 
Fisk  robbed  him  of  a  fortune  of  $200,000,  accumu- 
lated in  the  oil  refinery  business,  which  was  the  joint 
property  of  Edward  Stokes  and  his  mother.  Stokes 
expended  in  lawyers'  fees  during  the  last  twelve 
months  nearly  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars,  and  this 
contest  beggared  him  and  rendered  him  desperate. 

The  Styles  family  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  Mr. 
Stokes,  through  his  mother's  side,  belongs,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  intensely  respectable  families,  in 
the  Quaker  City.  By  blood  and  by  marriage  Mr.  Stokes 
is  also  connected  with  several  of  the  most  influential 
families  and  firms  in  New  York  city. 

His  father-in-law,  John  W.  Southwick,  is  a  mil- 
lionaire, a  retired  furniture  dealer,  residing  on  Fifth 
avenue.  Stokes  while  at  school  had  developed  quite  a 
taste  for  literature,  he  was  an  admirer  of  the  works 
of  Addison,  Steele  Goldsmith,  and  Irving,  but  utterly 
failed  to  appreciate  Shelly  and  Byron.  He  had  spent 
considerable  time  in  foreign  travel,  and  was  well  known 
in  Europe.  He  resided  at  times  in  London,  Paris, 
Vienna,  and  the  other  large  capitals.   In  Paris  he  was 
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very  popular  with  the  American  colony,  and  in  Lon- 
don was  received  with  more  iavor  than  is  accorded  to 
the  average  American.  His  adventures  in  Vienna 
were  many  and  romantic,  and  he  is  the  hero  of  several 
continental  episodes.  It  is  claimed  by  his  friends,  that 
he  was  a  rich  man  prior  to  his  introduction  to  Fisk, 
and  that  it  was  the  latter  who  solicited  his  acquaint- 
ance ;  that  Mr.  Fisk  from  the  first  used  Stokes  as  his 
tool,  and  determined  to  "bleed"  him. 

Edward  S.  Stokes  should  have  been  a  prosperous 
and  useful  man.  His  family  was,  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  branches,  good,  and  he  lost  nothing  of  this 
position  by  marriage. 

Miss  Southwick  was  the  daughter  of  very  wealthy 
and  respectable  parents.  In  her  school  days  she  be- 
came deeply  attached  to  a  youth  who  was  in  every 
way  her  equal,  excepting  in  worldly  wealth  and  pros- 
pects. He  was  a  poor  clerk.  His  business  talents  were 
not  great,  and  he  gave  little  if  any  promise  of  ad- 
vancing his  interests  to  a  high  standard.  Nevertheless, 
Miss  Southwick  loved  and  would  have  married  him. 
Her  father,  however,  was  a  shrewd  business  legislator, 
and  did  not  approve  of  his  daughter  wedding  a  man 
whose  chief  qualification  for  taking  the  responsibilities 
of  married  life  upon  his  shoulders  was  poverty.  The 
father  opposed  the  match  with  all  his  might.  He  urged 
nothing  against  the  young  man  but  poverty  p-i.d  the 
incapacity  to  overcome  it.  He  told  his  daughter  she 
must  choose  a  man  of  means,  or  at  leaoc  one  who  had 
facilities  and  talents  for  acquiring  them. 

Finding  argument  of  no  avail  he  closed  his  doors 
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against  the  poor  youn^  lover,  and  finally  the  engage- 
ment was  completely  broken  off  by  parental  influence. 
Mr.  Stokes  was  introduced  to  Miss  Southwick  by  her 
father.  The  latter,  it  is  stated,  engineered  the  match 
altogether,  and  it  was  by  his  persuasion  solely  that 
the  union  was  consummated.  After  awhile  she  dis- 
covered, as  we  are  informed,  that  her  husband  was 
too  fond  of  intrigues  with  other  females,  and  that  his 
conduct  was  such  as  to  render  her  further  association 
with  him  unhappy.  She  ultimately  went  back  to  the 
parental  home  to  reside,  declaring  that  she  only  mar- 
ried Stokes  to  please  her  &ther,  that  she  never  loved 
him,  and  that  her  first  aad  only  love  still  found  a  place 
in  her  heart. 

Whether  this  story  of  the  bringing  of  these  two  to- 
gether is  the  whole  truth  or  not,  the  fact  remains  that 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stokes  were  intelligent  and  respect- 
able. In  the  face  of  all  this,  he  deliberately  threw 
away  aE  his  advantages,  joined  himself  to  a  "strange 
woman,"  whose  steps  led  him  down  to  destruction. 
There  was  wealth,  femily,  good  name,  everything 
worthy  and  noble  to  restrain  him ;  there  was  passion 
—base  lust— stronger  than  all  else  to  lead  him  onward 
in  the  path  of  crime.  His  early  training,  his  respect- 
able associations,  the  honor  of  his  name,  the  peace  of 
his  family,  were  sacrificed.  The  flesh  was  made  to  rule 
over  the  spirit;  the  human  was  dethroned,  and  the  brute 
nature  was  enthroned.  The  gentleman  became  a  beast. 
Then  he  was  lost.  He  went  alter  a  wicked  woman  to 
lust  after  her.  He  espoused  her  cause,  championed  her 
quarrels,  conspired  with  her  in  crime,  partook  of  her 
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shame.  Down  this  terrible  road  he  travelled  boldly 
and  rapidly.  He  spent  his  substance  in  wicked  living, 
and  when  both  he  and  his  mistress,  by  their  quarreis 
with  Fisk,  had  cut  off  their  own  supplies,  they  con- 
spired to  rob  the  rejected  suitor,  who  was  likewise 
guilty  of  the  grossest  outrages  upon  society.  They 
were  defeated  in  every  effort,  and  then  resolved  on 
vengeance. 

From  the  court-room  in  Fifty-^seventh  street,  near 
Third  avenue,  on  the  fatal  day,  Stokes  came  down 
town  at  two  o'clock  in  Miss  Mansfield's  carriage  in 
company  with  Hon.  John  McKeon  and  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Fellows,  Miss  Mansfield  and  her  cou- 
sin-companion, Mrs,  Williams,  coming  down  to  their 
Twenty-third  street  residence,  in  Mr,  Fellows'  coupe, 
parting  with  Stokes  at  the  door  of  the  court-room. 
The  trio  at  once  repaired  to  Delmonlco's,  corner  of 
Chambers  street  and  Broadway,  for  dinner,  after  the 
arduous  niomirig's  work,  all  with  keen  appetites  but 
Stokes,  a  little,  apparently,  out  of  humor,  though  not 
absolutely  petulant,  over  the  severe  handling  Miss 
Mansfield  and  himself  had  received  at  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Beach  and  Spencer,  the  counsel  for  Col.  Fisk. 
It  was  near  three  o'clock  when  the  refreshments  were 
s6t  before  the  party.  Being  business  men  they  did 
not  linger  long  over  the  repast,  and  it  was  just  con- 
eluded,  when  Hon.  G.  C.  Barnard,  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  entered  the  room,  and  saluting  Messrs. 
McKeon  and  Fellows,  entered  into  a  conversation  with 
the  latter  in  a  low  tone,  saying  to  him  that  the  grand 
jury  of  the  Oyer  and  Terminer  had  found  an  indict- 
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ment  against  Stokes  and  Miss  Mansfield  for  libel,  and 
warrants  for  their  arrest  had  been  issued,  Stokes  was 
near  enough  to  hear  this,  it  is  supposed,  though  he 
said  nothing  indicating  the  knowledge,  but  at  once 
parted  from  his  friends  and  entered  a  stage  going  up- 
town. He  undoubtedly,  when  apprised  of  the  finding 
of  an  indictment,  concluded  that  the  warrant  would 
be  served  at  once,  too  late  Saturday  afternoon  for  him 
to  procure  bail,  and  that  he  would  be  forced  to  pass 
the  time  till  Monday  at  least  in  the  Tombs. 

Having  once  before  been  locked  up  by  Fisk  in  Lud- 
iow  Street  Jail,  Stokes,  knew  the  sensatiou  of  unwel- 
come restraint,  which  is  apt  to  prey  on  an  independent 
spirit.  He  had  no  inclination  to  allow  himself  to  be 
an  unwilling  guest  at  the  Tombs.  It  is  probable  his 
first  thought  was  to  evade  the  arrest ;  hence  he  entered 
the  stage.  He  changed  his  plan  when  separated  from 
his  companions  ;  he  had  a  chance  for  thought.  Before 
four  o'clock  he  was  seen  in  a  coupe  at  the  Erie  Rail- 
way building,  corner  of  Twenty-third  street  and  Eighth 
avenue.  Here  he  doubtless  learned  that  Col.  Fisk  was 
to  be  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  on  Broadway,  at 
four  o'clock.  Very  soon  after,  Fisk's  elegant  carriage 
was  driving  down  Broadway,  and  was  passed  below 
Fourteenth  street  by  the  coupe  in  which  his  pursuer 
sat.  Stokes  left  the  vehicle,  and  in  a  deliberate 
manner  walked  up  the  grand  staircase  to  the  cor- 
ridor  in  the  second  story,  which  runs  parallel  to 
Broadway,  its  northern  ends  reaching  to  the  head  of 
the  ladies'  stairway,  by  which  it  is  reached  directly 
from  the  street.     In  the  corridor  Stokes  walked  up 
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nnd  down  with  the  air  of  confidently  waiting  for  one 
he  knew  was  soon  to  come.  Of  a  tall  commanding 
figure,  well  formed,  elegant  in  appearance  and  hand- 
somely dressed,  looking  entirely  the  gentleman  of  the 
world,  and  one  entirely  understanding  himself  and  his 
business,  he  was  the  object  of  admiring  glances  from 
the  ladies  who  sat  and  walked  in  the  corridor  and  ad- 
joining parlors.  He  threw  no  admiring  glances  back. 
He  was  evidently  mentally  occupied.  As  his  walk 
brought  him  to  the  head  of  the  stairs,  he  looked  keenly 
down  it  at  each  turn  of  his  solitary  promenade. 

The  ladies'  stairway  is  divided  into  three  sections. 
You  enter  the  door  from  the  street,  ascend  seven  steps 
and  reach  a  landing ;  then  turning  to  the  left  up  again 
to  a  second  landing ;  turn  again  in  the  same  direction 
and  ascend  again.  One  at  the  head  of  the  stairway  could 
watch  the  opening  of  the  outer  door  and  hear  conver- 
sation within  it,  but  the  view  was  obstructed  by  the 
turnings.  Inside  the  outer  door  stood  a  servant,  John 
Kedmond,  a  young  Irishmen  of  pleaiiant  address,  who 
had  a  sharp  eye  on  those  who  went  in  and  out 

Col.  Fisk  was  a  punctual  man.  Only  a  punctual 
man  could  carry  on  so  much  business  and  so  much 
pleasure  as  he.  Stokes  in  his  hurried  call  at  the  Erie 
building  had  learned  that  at  four  o'clock  his  foe  pro- 
posed to  be  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  the  home  of 
his  friends — the  Moss  family.  Stokes  knew  Fisk's 
habits  well,  and  was  sure  he  would  be  promptly  at  the 
indicated  spot.  As  the  clock  in  the  Grand  Central 
marked  four  o'clock.  Col.  Fisk's  magnificent  team 
drove  up  in  front  of  the  ladies'  entrance.    Not  waiting 
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for  the  attentions  of  his  servant,  Col.  Fisk  threw  open 
the  coach  door  and  bounded  lightly  to  the  walk.  He 
was  dressed  with  his  usual  care.  His  mustache  care- 
fully stiffened  and  light  hair  brushed  back  smoothly 
fi'om  the  straight  central  parting  which  divided  his 
well-formed  head  into  two  equal  hemispheres,  told  by 
their  perfect  smoothness  of  recent  care.  His  diamond 
flashed  brightly  among  the  dazzling  whiteness  of  his 
shirt-frills.  He  walked  lightly  across  the  pavement, 
carrying  his  head  erect  on  his  short  neck  with  the  air 
oi  a  conqueror.  Had  he  heard  of  the  advantage  his 
counsel  had  won  for  him  in  the  legal  examinations  be- 
fore Justice  Bixby  1  Or  had  he,  too,  been  informed 
that  a  warrant  was  out  for  the  arrest  of  his  successful 
rival  in  the  affections  of  Josie  Mansfield  1  From  one 
cause  or  another,  or  the  combination  of  many,  there 
was  conscious  victory  in  the  step  of  Col.  James  Fiak, 
Jr.,  as  he  strode  from  his  coach  to  the  door  surmounted 
by  the  gilded  words,  "Ladies'  Entrance." 

As  he  passed  within  the  portal  he  asked  Redmond, 
a  servant,  if  Mrs.  Moss  was  in.  Redmond  replied  that 
she  was  not,  but  that  he  believed  her  daughter  was  in 
her  grandmother's  room.  Fisk  then  said,  "  Tell  her 
I  am  here,"  but  he  started  up  the  stairs  before  the 
porter.  Reaching  the  first  landing,  Fisk  glanced  up- 
ward, and  there  saw  standing  on  the  second  landing 
the  imperturbable,  well-dressed  man,  whom  he  in- 
stantly recognized  as  Edward  S.  Stokes.  This  man 
had  his  right  arm  resting  on  the  newel  at  the  turn  of 
the  balustrade,  and  Fisk  noticed  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  right  hand.     Before  the  victim  could  see 
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that  this  something  was  a  pistol,  without  a  word  hav- 
ing been  uttered  by  either  of  the  men,  Stokes,  seeming 
to  take  deliberate  aim,  fired. 

After  firing  the  second  shot,  Stokes  paused  for  ^^ 
single  instant,  as  if  to  look  upon  his  work ;  then 
turned,  went  up  the  stairs,  and  walked  leisurely  away. 
Reaching  the  door  of  the  ladies'  parlor,  a  few  paces 
distant  from  the  head  of  the  stairs,  he  stepped  in- 
side, and  threw  his  still  smoking  and  blackened  Der- 
ringer pistol  upon  the  sofe.  He  instantly  stepped 
back  into  the  corridor,  and  walking  more  hurriedly, 
passed  to  and  down  the  grand  stairway,  which  leads 
up  from  the  main  hall  and  office  of  the  hotel.  Just 
as  he  gained  the  hall,  and  was  opposite  the  office, 
headed  to  the  rear  entrance,  as  if  seeking  to  escape 
into  Mercer  street,  the  alarm  was  raised  that  a  man 
had  been  shot  up  stairs.  Hearing  this  Stokes  started 
upon  a  run,  and  Mr.  Powers,  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel,  who  was  behind  the  desk  of  the  office,  cried 
out,  "  Stop  that  man."  Just  as  he  had  reached  the 
entrance  to  the  barber-shop  of  the  house,  and  when 
he  was  only  a  few  steps  distant  from  the  door  open- 
ing into  Mercer  street,  Stokes  slipped  and  fell.  Be- 
fore he  could  regain  his  feet  he  was  seized  by  some 
of  the  men  attached  to  the  hotel,  who  were  in  pur- 
suit of  him,  and  was  carefijUy  guarded  by  his  captors 
until  the  arrival  of  the  police.  He  was  then  taken 
by  a  police  guard  and  conducted  to  the  city  jail,  where 
he  was  securely  locked  in  a  cell  to  await  the  result  ol 
his  deadly  assault,  and  the  decision  of  the  courts  relative 
thereto. 


Ho^tecb/GOOglC 


H„i,=  b,Google 


H„i,=  b,Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH,    ETa 


A  Deliberate  Murder. 


The  killing  of  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  bears  all  tlie  char- 
acteristics of  a  deliberate  murder.  The  assassin  fol- 
lowed him  for  the  purpose  of  killing  him.  He  lay 
in  wait  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  in  the  Grand  Central 
Hotel  to  slay  his  victim  as  he  came  up.  He  took  aim 
at  him,  resting-  his  pistol  upon  the  balustrade  of  the 
stairway.  He  gave  him  no  warning,  and  allowed  him 
no  chance  to  defend  himself.  As  the  facts  now  ap- 
pear, it  was  a  cowardly  murder,  and  nothing  else. 

Col.  Fjsk  was  regarded  by  many  with  detestation; 
by  many  with  admiration ;  by  all  with  interest.  He 
was  a  man  of  prodigious  vitality.  His  energy,  his 
audacity,  his  love  of  display,  his  wit,  his  adventures, 
his  ready  generosity,  his  freedom  from  religious  oi 
mortal  scruples,  all  combined  to  make  him  a  con- 
spicuous figure.  Among  the  staid,  the  religious,  and 
the  conventional  classes  he  was  habitually  condemned ; 
with  a  great  part  of  the  population  he  was  a  kind  of 
favorite ;  with  his  employees  and  dependants  he  was 
a  hero.  His  funeral  was  followed  by  throngs  of  sin- 
cere mourners,  and  even  those  who  were  wont  to 
blame  his  life  were  sorry  for  his  sudden  and  bloody 
death. 

In  respect  of  moral  and  religious  principles  these 
two  men  were  about  upon  the  same  level,  while  in  re- 
spect of  natural  goodness  of  heart  FiSK  seems  to  have 
been  much  the  superior.  The  one  was  born  to  adven- 
ture and  recklessness,  with  scanty  advantages  of  early 
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training,  and  with  ideas  gathered  by  chance  as  he  was 
tossed  about  in  the  world ;  the  other  is  the  son  of 
wealthy  and  most  respectable  parents,  and  was  edu- 
cated amid  all  the  good  influences  both  of  precept  and 
example  which  belong  to  the  most  careful  moral  and 
religious  culture. 

There  are  doubtless  those  who  will  look  upon  this 
tragedy,  beginning  in  a  dispute  for  the  possession  of 
an  abandoned  woman  and  ending  in  murder,  with  a 
sense  of  spiritual  superiority,  as  the  Pharisee  of  old 
thanked  God  that  he  was  not  like  the  sinners  he  saw 
around  him.  What  an  insane  delusion !  Fisk  and 
Stokes  were  not  different  from  other  men.  Their 
natures,  their  passions,  their  desires  were  the  same 
as  belong  to  all  the  rest ;  their  acts  were  such  as  other 
men  might  commit.  The  catastrophe  which  has  over- 
taken them  is  but  one  more  illustration  of  the  ancient 
truth  that  there  is  no  safety  except  in  a  firm  and  un- 
presuming  adherence  to  the  Divine  Law  which  the 
Father  of  all  has  given  for  the  government  of  His 
creatures. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

WHAT  FOLLOWED. 

The  fall  of  the  "Brie  ring"— The  rescue  of  "Erie"— Gould  driven 
from  the  management — Lively  scene  in  the  Grand  Opera  House — 
General  Dix  president  —  Gould  "served"  —  The  bivouac — The  sur- 
render— The  end. 

The  death  of  James  Fisk  encouraged  the  hope,  that 
the  affairs  of  the  Erie  Railway  Company  would  be 
speedily  wrested  from  the  control  of  the  "Erie  Ring." 
The  overthrow  of  the  Tammany  Ring  had  so  thoroughly 
demoralized  the  chief  manipulators  in  legislative,  mu- 
nicipal and  Erie  affairs,  that  renewed  efforts  were  im- 
mediately put  forth  to  rescue  the  management  of  Erie. 
Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  United  States  minister  to 
Spain,  had  been  employed  by  the  foreign  stockholders 
to  represent  them  in  their  case  against  the  Erie  di- 
rectors. He  procured  a  leave  of  absence  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  December,  1871. 

Immediately  on  his  return  Gen.  Sickles  quietly  but 
actively  began  operations.  His  first  movements  were 
directed  against  the  legal  and  legislative  strongholds 
of  Erie,  and  these  he  found  very  formidable  indeed. 
Gould  literally  owned  the  Supreme  Court,  whose 
judges  were  his  willing  and  subtle  tools.  Able  New 
York  lawyers  had  prostituted  their  talents  to  his  ser- 
vice, and  by  every  quibble  and  subterfuge  which  they 
could  invent,  and  by  every  base  conspiracy  with  the 
(499) 
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hired  judges,  which  they  could  contrive,  aided  Mm  to 
keep  his  great  power  and  intimidate  his  associates  in 
the  directory  as  well  as  the  stockholders.  His  office 
was  filled  with  spies  and  special  sheriffs,  and  the  di- 
rectors who  where  not  in  his  confidence  were  the  ob- 
jects of  their  constant  surveillance.  These  Directors 
were  afraid  not  merely  for  their  liberty  and  property, 
but  for  their  lives.  Gould's  hold  on  the  Legislature, 
in  spite  of  the  success  of  reform,  proved  to  be  very 
strong,  and  Gen.  Sickles  found  himself  greatly  embar- 
rassed here.  The  movements  against  the  legal  and 
legislative  strongholds  did  not,  therefore,  promise  bril- 
liant or  immediate  success,  when  the  idea  was  sug- 
gested, that  the  undermining  of  the  King  was  a 
quicker  though  more  dangerous  method  of  gaining 
possession  of  the  Company. 

The  person  who  suggested  this  scheme  was  a  young 
man,  formerly  a  journalist,  whose  intimacy  with  Gould 
and  Fisk,  and  long  service  under  their  Ring,  had 
given  him  an  evil  reputation,  less  flattering  perhaps 
than  he  deserved.  He  was  suspected  of  being  a  spy 
of  Gould,  a  dummy  of  the  Ring,  and  was  generally 
understood  to  be  the  mysterious  English  stockholder 
who  figured  in  various  suits  and  financial  schemes. 
But  no  matter  what  he  may  have  been,  he  has  re- 
deemed much  of  his  lost  reputation  by  the  thorough 
aid  and  loyal  assistance  which  he  gave  Gen.  Sickles 
in  redeeming  the  road  from  the  highwaymen  who  so 
long  had  possession  of  it. 

Though  Jay  Gould  was  President  of  the  Company, 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
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were  not  satisfied  with  his  administiation.  Gen.  Sickles 
secretly  ascertained  the  sentiments  of  each  member 
of  the  Board,  and  pat  himself  in  communicatioa  with 
those  who  were  unfavorable  to  Gould.  A  combination 
was  formed  in  which  eleven  oat  of  the  seventeen  Di- 
rectors joined. 

Gould  was  at  Albany,  laboring  by  such  arts  as  are 
common  to  Slate  Capitals  to  obtain  favorable  legis- 
lation and  also  to  prevent  adverse  action  for  his  Com- 
pany. Advantage  was  taken  of  this  absence  and  a 
call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Erie  Directors  was  issued  by 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Road.  The  meeting  was 
held  in  the  offices  of  the  Company  in  the  Grand  Opera 
House  on  the  11th  of  March,  1872. 

The  purpose  of  the  conspirators  was  to  compel 
several  of  the  Directors  to  resign,  to  choose  their  own 
men  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  their  resignations, 
and  finally  to  remove  Gould  from  the  ofiice  of  Presi- 
dent, and  elect  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  in  his  stead. 

O.  H.  P.  Archer  was  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  was  among  those  opposed  to  Gould.  The 
charter  of  the  Company  provides  that  in  the  absence 
of  the  President  the  Vice  President  shall  perform  his 
duties.  By  virtue  of  this  authority,  therefore,  the 
President  being  absent.  Vice  President  Archer  issued 
a  call  fur  a  meeting  by  directing  the  Secretary  to  send 
out  the  usual  notices  to  the  members  of  the  Board. 
The  order  of  the  Vice  President  to  the  Secretary  was 
as  follows : 

"  Having  been  requested  by  several  of  the  Directors 
to  call  a  meeting  the  Board,  in  the  absence  of  the 
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President  it  becomes  my  duty  to  request  and  instruct 
you  to  that  effect.  You  will  therefore  immediately 
send  proper  notices  to  the  several  Directors,  requesting 
them  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held  on  Monday  next, 
■  the  11th  inst.,  at  12  M.,  at  the  office  of  the  Company." 
The  appearance  of  this  notice  was  the  first  alarm 
signal  in  the  Erie  offices.  Gould  returned  immedi- 
ately from  Albany,  where  he  had  been  for  several  days 
past  negotiating  with  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
for  needful  legislation.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the '  Board,  he,  with 
a  few  faithful  adherents,  was  in  the  President's  room 
in  earnest  consultation.  The  attaches,  the  hangers  on, 
spies  and  secret  agents  in  the  employ  of  the  Ring  had 
been  summoned  to  the  Grand  Opera  House  and  were 
stationed  at  the  doors,  in  the  passage  ways  and  in  the 
apartments,  under  strict  orders  to  exclude  from  the 
building  all  persons  not  rnembers  of  the  Company,  or  in 
its  employ^  and  to  watch  all  who  came  in,  and  to  report 
instantly  all  matters  of  importance  to  the  President. 

When  the  "  regulator "  marked  12  o'clock,  the 
directors  were  in  their  room;  Gould,  though  in  an 
adjoining  room,  did  not  attend  the  meeting ;  Vice 
President  Archer  promptly  called  the  Board  to  order, 
and  presided  over  the  meeting.  As  soon  as  the  Board 
had  convened,  an  "  injunction,"  issued  by  Judge  In- 
graham  was  served  on  one  of  the  directors,  forbidding 
him  to  act  in  that  capacity.  The  whole  number  of 
directors  present  was  required  to  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  of  course,  therefore,  if  one  were  removed  by  an 
order  of  the  court,  there  would  be  no  quorum  and  con- 
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isequently  no  business  could  be  transacted.  The 
injunction  was  addressed  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Lane ;  this  gen- 
tleman had  been  long  eiiotigh  intimately  c'onoected 
with  Fisk,  Gould,  Tweed  and  other  New  York 
characters  to  know  that  writs  issued  by  corrupt  jiidges 
might  be  safely  disregarded,  now  that  the  people  had 
been  aroused  against  the  thieves  and  their  tools.  He 
knew  that "  injunctions  "  from  city  courts  were  bcyght 
for  a  price,  and  were  unworthy  of  respect,  he,  t^\ere- 
fore,  ignored  the  order  of  the  corrupt  judge  and  pro- 
ceeded to  discharge  his  duties  as  a  director. 

There  was  no  time  wasted  in  reading  the  iTj',uutes. 
The  first  business  was  the  passage  of  a  resolution  sus- 
pending all  the  attorneys  and  counsellors  employed  by 
the  company  and  forbidding  them  to  act  in  its  name. 
Thus  at  one  stroke  one  very  dangerous  enency  was  dis- 
posed of.  The  Board  then  proceeded  to  fiU  vacancies. 
In  place  of  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  deceased,  Gen.  John  A.  l)ix, 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board.  Gen.  G^eorge  B. 
McClellan  and  Hon.  S.  L.  M.  Barlow  were  elected  to 
fill  vacancies  caused  by  resignations.  Several  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  joined  in  the  cocipiracy  against 
Gould  also  resigned,  and  their  successors  were  imme- 
diately chosen.  In  this  way  almost  an  entire  new 
Board  was  consti-ucted  within  an  hout.  There  was  a 
new  treasurer,  secretary,  and  counselloj,  and  then  finally 
came  the  boldest  stroke  of  all : 

Mr.  Barlow  offered  a  resolution  that  Jay  Gould,  the 
President  of  the  road,  "  be  and  he  is  hereby  removed 
from  his  office  as  President  of  the  Erie  Eailway,  and 
from  his  position  as  director  and  member  of  the  Ex- 
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dcutive  Committee."  The  motion  was  immediately 
seconded,  and,  without  discussion,  adopted  by  a  unani- 
mous vote.  A  motion  to  elect  a  new  President  fol- 
lowed, and  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  receiving  the  entire  nine 
hallots,  was  declared  elected,  and  was.escorted  to  the 
President's  chair  by  Vice  President  Archer.  Up  to 
this  time  Gould's  police  officials  had  remained  in  the 
room,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barlow,  that  their 
further  attendance  could  be  dispensed  with,  they  left, 
although  Mr.  Shearman  Gould's  lawyer,  secured  the 
privilege  of  having  his  stenographer  remain. 

No  useless  speech -making  followed  the  election  of 
Gen.  Dix  as  President,  but  the  new  Board  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  transaction  of  necessary  business, 
as  men  impressed  with  the  responsibility  they  had 
voluntarily  assumed.  It  was  voted  that  Mr.  Shearman, 
the  newly  elected  Treasurer,  be'authorized  to  pay  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  company  any  maturing  debts  which 
are  certified  by  the  Vice  President. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  written  notices  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  on  Jay  Gould,  and  also  on  the  dis- 
missed attorneys.  President  Dix  wrote  two  letters  for 
"this  purpose,  and  placed  that  for  the  Ex-president  in 
the  hands  of  Gen.  Sickels  with  instructions  to  serve  it 
on  Gould.    It  was  as  follows : 

"  Sir: — At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Erie  Railway  Company,  held  this  day,  a 
full  quorum  of  the  Board  being  present,  you  were 
unanimously  removed  from  the  office  of  President  of 
this  Board,  and  as  President  of  this  Company,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  I  was 
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unanimously  elected  as  such  President  in  your  place, 
and  I  now  notify  you  of  these  facts  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  demand  that  you  shall  surren- 
der to  me  alt  papers  and  documents  in  your  possession 
heretofore  as  such  President,  and  that  you  further  cease 
to  interfere  with  the  due  performance  of  my  duty  as 
such  President  of  the  Erie  Railway  Company." 

Gould  had  from  the  first  resolved  to  resist  any  effort 
that  would  be  made  to  displace  or  dispossess  him.  He 
had  called  in  the  services  of  a  large  police  force  com- 
manded by  Captain  Petty,  who  was  ordered  to  take 
instructions  only  from  Jay  Gould.  All  day  these  "  pre- 
severs  of  the  peace"  had  been  concealed  in  the  private 
rooms  of  the  Grand  Opera  House,  but  now  as  the 
crisis  approached  they  were  marshalled  in  the  great  hall 
and  took  possession  of  the  Erie  offices. 

Shortly  after  the  posting  of  the  policemen,  the 
Board  of  Directors  having  concluded  their  private 
business,  adjourned,  and  headed  by  Gens.  Dix  and 
Sickles,  walked  into  the  room  of  Vice  President 
Archer,  which  adjoined  that  of  the  lato  President,  Jay 
Gould.  Here  it  was  observed  that  the  sliding-doors 
which  separated  the  rooms  of  the  President  and  the 
Vice  President  were  closed.  Gen.  Sickels  having  in 
his  hand  a  written  order  from  President  Dix,  ordering 
Jay  Gould  to  relinquish  all  the  property  of  the  Erie 
Railway  Company,  desired  Captain  Petty  to  serve  it 
upon  Gould,  but  Petty  declined  to  do  so,  alleging  in 
effect  that  it  was  not  his  business,  as  he  was  simply 
there  to  preserve  the  peace.  Gen.  Sickles  then  said 
that  he  would  serve  it,  and  requested  Capt.  Petty  to 
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go  with  him  and  protect  him  by  his  presence.  This, 
Capt,  Petty  also  declined  to  do,  but  stated  that  he 
would  send  one  of  his  men.  Gen.  Sickles  declined 
this  offer,  and  demanded  that  Capt.  Petty  should  go 
with  him  and  protect  him.  Petty  still  refused  to  go, 
and  Gen.  Sickles  said  he  would  call  upon  the  United 
States  to  protect  him,  and  would  serve  President  Dix's 
order  himself.  Upon  proceeding  to  open  the  doors 
dividing  the  offices,  it  was  discovered  that  they  were 
held  on  the  other  side  by  a  number  of  persons,  and 
could  not  be  opened.  Frederick  A.  Lane,  counsel  to 
the  old  Board  of  Directors,  and  now  an  ex-director, 
sprang  to  one  of  the  sliding  doors,  and  a  stout,  burly 
individual  named  John  E.  Kennedy  to  the  other,  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  them  open.  Mr.  Lane's 
strength  was  not  equal  to  the  occasion,  who  gave 
way  to  a  Tribune  reporter,  who  also  tugged  in  vain. 
Without  instruments  of  some  kind  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  access  to  Gould.  An  ice-pick  was  ob- 
tained and  the  doors  slightly  forced  apart,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  a  number  of  policemen  held  the  doors 
against  the  Erie  Reformers  and  in  the  interests  of  Jay 
Gould.  A  wrench  was  then  procured  and  wedged  in 
between  the  doors,  gradually  forcing  them  asunder, 
until  they  parted  with  a  loud  noise  and  allowed  T.  G. 
Shearman,  Gould's  counsel,  to  spring  like  a  rat  into  the 
midst  of  Sickles'  friends,  who  caught  him  and  held 
him  for  a  second,  and  then  let  him  go.  The  doors 
in  the  meantime  had  been  closed  again,  and  the  be- 
siegers continued  to  work  with  their  wrench  until  they 
were  again  forced  open,  when  there  was  an  instanta- 
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neous  and  unanimous  cry  of  "  There  goes  Gould ; 
there  goes  Gould  !"  as  the  late  President  of  Erie  was 
seen  springing  successively  through  the  doors  of  the 
suite  of  luxuriously  appointed  offices,  followed  hotly  by 
the  besiegers,  until  he  secured  a  temporary  safety  in 
the  ofBce  of  the  Counsellor  of  the  Erie  Railway,  at 
the  further  end  of  the  hall.  A  short  consultation 
was  held,  and  another  effort  was  made  to  get  into  the 
apartment  where  Gould  had  secreted  himself,  but 
without  effect.  It  was  then  determined  to  effect  an 
entrance  through  the  transom  of  another  door  situated 
at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  on  the  Twenty-third  street 
entrance,  and  Gen.  Sickles  called  for  a  ladder,  in  order 
that  he  might  mount  it  and  get  on  the  other  side  of 
the  door,  but  just  as  the  ladder  was  brought  and  he 
was  about  to  ascend,  Capt.  Petty  appeared  and  pro- 
hibited its  use  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  breach  of 
the  peace.  Again  baulked.  Gen.  Sickles  went  back 
to  the  door  of  Gould's  hiding  place  first  mentioned, 
followed  by  the  police,  but  leaving  a  man  with  the 
order  to  secure  an  entrance  when  unobserved  and  serve 
it  on  Gould.  Meanwhile  Gen.  Sickles  maintained  a 
loud  conversation  with  Capt.  Petty,  his  remarks  not 
being  entirely  relished  by  that  officer.  This  had  the 
effect  of  distracting  attention  from  Sickles'  deputy,  and 
when  the  door  at  which  he  was  stationed  was  opened 
he  sprang  in,  and  after  surveying  the  interior  unob- 
served for  ten  minutes,  cooly  served  the  order  on 
Gould,  who  was  quite  bitter  and  very  much  surprised 
at  the  proceeding. 

After  recovering  his  equanimity,  Gould  explained 
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that  it  was  not  so  much  the  service  of  the  writ  he 
feared  as  personal  violence.  After  the  service  the 
deputy  appeared  through  the  door  at  which  Gen. 
Sickles  and  Capt.  Petty  were  still  disputing,  and  joy- 
fully announced  "  he's  served,"  "  he's  served."  The 
cry  was  taken  up  and  echoed  from  one  end  of  the 
rooms  to  the  other,  while  the  deputy  signed  an  affi- 
davit of  his  service  of  the  order.  Notwithstanding 
the  service,  Gould  still  continued  to  keep  possession 
of  the  President's  rooms,  and  held  them  during  the 
night. 

Vice  President  Archer  and  his  associates  remained 
on  duty  all  night.  Finding  the  building  swarming 
with  police  and  gan^s  of  city  roughs,  who  might  at 
aay  moment  assault  the  reform  party  and  drive  the 
new  directors  from  the  offices.  Archer  secretly  dis- 
patched agents  to  the  Erie  officers  in  Jersey  City  and 
brought  over  several  hundred  of  the  employees,  who 
were  sworn  in  as  deputy  sheriffs,  and  stationed  in  and 
about  the  building.  This  was  a  very  fortunate  and 
necessary  precaution  ;  several  times  during  the  night 
efforts  were  made  to  rob  the  safes  of  tlie  company, 
but  these  were  successfully  resisted  by  the  forces  under 
the  Vice  President. 

After  these  midnight  attacks  on  the  safes,  the  rilde 
gang  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  "  roughs  " 
from  the  worst  purlieus  of  the  West  Side  retired  to 
the  rooms  still  held  by  the  Gould  faction,  laid  down, 
and  so  awaited  the  next  demand  for  their  services. 
During  the  evening  they  had  been  liberally  supphed 
with   tobacco,  cigars,  and  liquor,  and  under  the  com- 
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bined  influences  of  these  potent  narcotics  they  were 
in  a  state  of  semi-stupefaction,  and  slept.  At  2 
o'clock  the  Vice  President,  with  his  fnends,  held  all 
the  main  offices  on  the  Eighth  avenue  front,  the  cor- 
ridors and  smaller  offices  alone  being  retained  by 
Gould  and  his  men.  Here  lay  sleeping,  this  motley 
crew  of  wicked  men — some  on  the  floor,  some  on  the 
desks  and  tables,  and  others  on  the  broad  window 
sills  ;  some  snoring  sonorously,  and  others  rolling  from 
side  to  side  in  a  half-conscious  condition,  now  and 
then  venting  an  expletive  on  their  companions.  They 
were  all  ruffians  of  a  type  seldom  seen  on  the  street 
in  honest  daylight — a  mass  of  scarred  and  battered 
humanity,  with  scarce  an  atom  of  the  leaven  of  man- 
hood in  the  whole  lump.  They  had  been  called  from 
alleys  and  cellars,  from  vile  saloons,  thiKves'  dens,  and 
the  resorts  of  the  poorest  prostitutes,  and  exhaled  the 
odor  of  the  gutter.  All  but  a  few  were  puny  physical 
specimens,  for  they  seemed  to  have  neither  strength, 
nor  size,  nor  courage,  and,  save  the  wounds  got  in 
their  base  struggles  with  each  other,  tliere  were  no  evi- 
dences of  their  ever  having  fought.  Their  appearance 
asleep,  like  their  blasphemy  awake,  was  purely  bestial. 
They  were  of  the  class  who  dare  not  even  follow  until 
some  leader  has  stricken  down  the  victim  and  laid 
him  at  the  mercy  of  their  kicks.  This  was  the 
throng  whom,  armed  with  pistol,  knife,  and  club.  Jay 
Gould  had  called  to  his  assistance,  and  they  were 
termed  with  apt  alliteration,  "  Gould's  guardian  an- 
gels."  "  Tommy  "  Lynch  was  their  leader,  and  whUe 
the  little  bullies  lay  down  in  their  fustian  on  velvet 
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